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RRADERy 

I HAVE found a sweet savour of Jesu^s precious 
mme^ free grace, and perfect salvation, in these medita-^ 
lions ; and therefore I am . persuaded it will be doing thee 
great servicd to recommend them to, t^ perusal. They, 
iu)iU beprqfitabk to thee, if Ikou art hungering and Ihitsti^ 
ing after Jesus and his righteausnefs ; or if thou art oni 
^ of those happy souls wlio kn^sm Jesui to be the Lord btf the 
Holy Ghost, and art desiring tb grmv in the knowledge qf 
^ * bis adorable person^ and in the lave of the Father through 
^ bim: may the Lord the Spirit mtness to thy he^rt of 

Jesus, zohilst thou art reading them, and render them the 
means of glorifyit^ Jesus in thf life and canoersation, 
that thou mayest learn from evory page to trust him more, 
to hope more in him, and to laoe him more, who is thy 
all ; and if thou lives t upoti him . in all, he miU be th§f 
heaven upon earth, and thy heaven of heavens in eternal 
glory. To his tender compassion I command thee and 
thine, being thy well-wisher (whoever thpu art) in that 
ever dear tj>rd. .. ... 

W. ROMAJNE.. 

Lambeth, liine 13, 1765. 
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ADDRESS. 



CHRISTIAJ^ READER^ 

Silver of human eloquence y and gold of acquired 
literature J have J none; but such as Ihave^ I give to thee^ 
plain inith in plain style j in the name of Jesus Christ. 
He is our one master. It hasiem my earnest prayer, that 
to his glory mine eye might be single: One grand point 
has been my chirf aim^ namely, to exalt the Lord Jesus, 
the perfection of his atonement and righteousness, and the 
glory of his salvation. This I hgve found the blessed 
support xmd joyful triumph of my own soul, while exercised 
with great disdrder and tdedkriess of body, in this zoorL 
If the Lord and giver qf all grace, is pleased to bless this 
feeble attempt to the spiritual prqfit qf any of his dear 
children', to him only all the glory is due. 

As love covereth a multitude qf faults, and tfie prayer 
qf faith amiltth much, may these, reader, be excited in 
behalf Rf l^ following sheets s and towards him who. 
desires to esteem it his highest honor, and greatest glory 
on earth, to earless and serve the Lord Christ, though 
less than the least qf all his servants, and thine also for 
hiS'Sakc. 

W. MASON; > 

Rotherhithe«wa1I» 
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LIFE OF THE AUTHOR. 



FROM THE LONDON EVANGELICAL MAGAZINE* 



JLhe subject of this memoir was bom at Rotherhithe> In the 
county of Surrey, in the year 1719, His father was by trade a clock- 
maker* He gave his son a decent education at a grammar«tt:hori» 
where he learnt the rudiments of the Latin, language; and, posaess* 
ing a mind naturally inquisitive, devoted many hours of his younger 
years to reading* At a proper age he Was bound an apprentice to 
his father ; who having no idea beyond the acquisition of present goodi 
took no pains to train him up in the way he should go, or to impress 
his mind with the truths of revelation* 

. Just before the expiration of his apprenticeship, his father was re- 
moved by death. By this event Providence called him v«ry^<^aHy in 
life to act the part of a Joseph* A mother^ o^mter^ and a brother, 
now became his charge* When r^fi^cting on this circumstance, and 
the direction and support which that God, whose way 9 ace in the great 
deep, was pleased to afford him, tears of gratiiiide would frequently 
burst from his eyes, and the language of praise fall frdti his lips* To 
his mother he rendered, to the day of her dealhy all that assistance 
which duty, affection and industry, could inspire* His sister, l^ 
marriage, was taken from under his protection, and in a few years 
died. His brother, who yet survives, was, when very young lefl to bis 
care, whom he put to school, and afterwards brought him up to his 
own business* 

* At the age of twenty-two, he gave his hand in marriage to Miss 
Cox, with whom he lived in happy urnoh nearly fifty years, and which 
only terminated in his death* He frequenUy acknowledged the good^ 
ness qf^<^od, in restraining in him the violence of youthful passions. 
Though his mind was not impressed with religious truths, yet at no 
one period was he led captive by those vices to which youth are parti* 
cularly addicted* But, as his moral conduct was exemplary, he deriv* 
ed from it no small hope of obtaining fayot> from God- He constantly 
attended his parish church, and was seldoxn absent from the sacra* 
ment; but, to use the language of the Prophet, he found /'the bed 
"VoL-I. ■ A * 
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shorter than that a man can stretch himself on it^ and the covering^ 
narrower than that he can wrap himself in it«" His mind was not un* 
frequently distressed witli the suspicion^ that he was not so good aa 
he ought to be* His conscience would sometimes upbraid him with 
the omission of duty and the commission of sin* Being at this time 
wholly unacquainted with the nature of evangelical sentiments, and 
that peace which results from the knowledge of Jesus Christ, as our 
wisdom, fighteousness, sanctification, and redemption, he would 
seclude himself from the world, and, by agonizing in prayer, endeavor 
to perfect, by the flesh, that righteousness which he had long been 
attempting to establish* Being convinced that no exertions of his own 
would produce that happiness which his nund was ardently sot upon, 
und finiMng that the .system of mere Heathenish morality, which he 
-had been accustomed to hear at his parish church, would administet 
no reUef to his soul ; he began occasionally to attend at Mr* Wesley'ft 
tsba^pelsy and in a few years was admitted into their societies, and ap* 
pointed a leader of a class* 

His new connection soon brought upon him the persecutibn of th» 
foor/flf. In a diary, which he wrote in the year 1749, he has this re* 
«nark: Aug* 7* ^'I was severely reflected on by one, who cursed and 
swore, at me, saying I was commenced preachers I was despised in 
the company of ^e world ; a good lesson to me, that I am called out 
of the world." This was succeeded by another persecution of the 
4ongu0: *'My worthy friend the Rev» Dr. — — rages mightily: He 
says, I have rained a good Christian family, for whom hejiad the 
greatest love* As for me, I am melancholy mad; or^ as another 
honest inofC&nsive clergyman tells me^ I perplex myself too much 
about religion*" 

. But this Was not the only persecution he met wiU». Many of his 
fi»-nier licquaiiitanee not only desei^d lum, but used thetr endeavors 
t»is|ure him in his btmneM} several captains ci ships, who before 
had given him large orders, now entirely withdrew their fevors, and 
he had tlie very trying ]^^ospect of an increasing family, with a de- 
creasing trade* To this circumstance he alludes in his SriaiTUAt 
Treasuat, iit^he meditation fnxm Lukexxii.3s* Lacked yeony thing? 
4^nd they md^ Mthing. He begins it : ^' Precious woikIs to me 1 With 
tears of thanldiiiness I record the goodness of my Lord to the ciiief 
of sinners* Upwards of twenty years ago, when it pleased him to*call 
me by his grace, and make me happy in his love, my name was cast 
out as evil****frtends became foes*««*their hands ifete against met»*« 
they withdrew their &vors &om me^ and daided mei under narrow 
cirettiAstances, tender feelings for « large femily, carnal* reasoning* 
c^ my oornipt nature, and stnmg teipptations from the enemy, I was 
i>ften sore distressed* But my Lord was ^^racious^s many and mteuf 
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iitlme £d he bring thi» text to my mind, Laekeckt thou mvy thing f 
I waft conttmined with gratitude to rfeply, Mhthing^ Lord : Christ ill 
'n most precious Master to serve ! I hare pwved it." 

During his connection with Mr. Wesley, though he in a great 
measure perceived the insufficiency of his own ' righteousness to jus« 
&f him before God (for in the diary befere alhided to, he expresses 
himself thnst ^I would as soon attempt to swim by the help of a 
milt-stone, as to rdy chi ray own works for salvation"); yet the doc^ 
trine #}uch he had been taught to believe to be scriptural, that a per« 
aon may be one day high in the.favor of God, and the next, an object 
of the 4ivhie Tengeanee, would often mdie Hm misemble« One night 
retamii^ fr^m Mr. Wesley's chapel, under great dejection of mind', 
ftaritig he should not htfidthfid to gract received^ and SO make shipi 
wrec^ of fidth, and finally perish; these words were immediately 
fmggestedtohismind: "If when we were enemies we were recon-^ 
oiled to God^ by the death of his Son, much more being reconciled 
we shall be saved by his life." His fears instantly subsi^nl, his con<^ 
Kcienee felt a calm, to which before it was a stranger, and his mind 
vas made haj^y in the belief of the truth. 

In hia next interview with Mr. Wesley, he hinted at ^^e doe^ 
trine of the saints^ final perseverance; upon thi^ Mr. Wesley askedi 
^* Where have yon been to learn that?" Ho related the distress of his 
mind^ together with the cause of it, and the means by which he had 
been relieved* As his understanding became more enlightened, h^ 
ibund thb conn^tion less desirable ; he was less {biased with the So- 
cnetyy and they were not more satisfied with him: His attendance oil 
nimtenr who preached the Calvinistic doctrines soon procured hsA 
dismission* 

> He now became personally acquaaited with the Rev« Mr. White* 
field, was particularly intimate with the Rev. Mr. Jones, Cha|4aiA 
of St. Saviour's, Southwark, and had the happiness to class among 
his4earest friends the Rev. Mr. Romaine, for whom, to the day of 
kb deaths he ever expressed the most sincere regard^ having sat Ibf 
many years under his mmislry. 

In the religious world he was well kiiown4is an author; Many of 
hi$ pro^Kstlona have met with general acc^tancev He had been fre-^ 
i^uently solicited! to exercise himself in puUic preaeli^, which . he 
as ofitMf declined, under the impressitm of his not being called to 
gtoflQr God in that servieob Though he could never be prevaited upon 
t^ ragmplf w4^ the solicitations of his friends in that particular, yet 
bia tfltoit$ were not laid up in a napldn; fiur since his death his fiimilf 
hi^ fiMMid among his papers, letters from eorrespondenta in fin^and, 
Seotlaiid, Ii^and, and America, expressmg ^le ^pmtml benefit)^ 
they derived from his piiblicatitms* 
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He iiAt appeared as a^wrhety in a pamphlet under the title aS ^ Jl^ 
raUty not Christianity; orreniafks on a very extraordinary SemuMif 
preached at St.' Creorge's, Southwark, by ^e Rev. Mr. Wingfield* 
Curate of ssud parish ; in a letter to that Gentleman^ by a Layman of 
the Church of England." 

In the year 1754, he published some ^^ Plain QuerieBj humbiy (ffered 
to the Clergy^ with an expostulatory address to the Laity of the Church 
of England, on the Declension of scriptural Christianity." 

He wrote, in the year 1758, ^ Remarks and Obseroatkna an the JUs- 
fxUity and Divinity contained in Dr. Freeze Certam Jlrtidee^ fireftased 
to the Covrt (f AeHstants qf the vforehipfiil company of Saitero^ in a let^ 
ter to the Rev. Dr. Free." The motto in the title-page is, << as trsb, 
and not using your liberty as a cloak of maliciousness," 1 Peter ii. 16*' 
He evidences in these pieces, a knowledge of his subject, an ac^ 
quaintimce with the scriptures, and a concern for the glory of God* 
Though he much disapproved of the Armenian doctrines oifree wilt^ 
justification by worksy universal redem/ttiofij &c. yet was he no kss an 
enemy to the licentious tenets of the Antinomians ; and, at the time 
when Mr. Relly disturbed the peace of the church, by his unsori^ 
tural preaching, and his Treatise of Union, he nobly appeared to de* 
fend that truth, ^ which is according to godliness," and printed a pam- 
phlet under this title, ^Antinondan Hereey ExfUoded^ in an Appeal to 
the Christian World, against the Unscriptural Doctrines, and Licen- 
tious Tenets, of Mr. James Relly, advanced in his Treatise of Union." 
. In a pami^rfet which he published under the title, ^ Methodism dU^ 
played^ and Mnthusiasm detected; intended as an Antidote against the 
deli^ive principles and unscriptural Doctrines of a modem Set c^ 
seducing Preachers ; and as a Defence of our regular and orthodox 
Clergy, from their unjust reflections; addressed to the Rev. Mr. Ro- 
maine, the Rev. Mr. Jones, ficc." he might truly adopt the language 
of St« Pauif ^' I caught you with guile." Many eageriy bought it, 
who afterwards heartily repented of their purchase. A gentleman 
passing by a bookseller's shop, caught by the title-page, went in and 
bought it. In the evening, after the business of the di^ was oyer, he 
put it into the hand of his son, sa3ring, he had purchased it as an an- 
tidote i^ainst that pdsonous doctrine he had lately imbibed^ said in- 
sisted upon his reading it, hoping it would prevent his running after 
a set of enthusiastic preachers. The son obeyed. While i«a^g 
the first and second pages, the &ther frequently interrupted hini by 
saying. Mind that: But proceeding a little &rther, he soon peicrived 
the design of the author; and alterii^ his language, begged he would 
cast it behind the fire: the son replied, ^^Sir, I began to read it^at 
yoijr reciuest, do suffer me to finish it 
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* As a fitrCher proof of the vivftcity of his dispositioA) one day read- 
ing Mr. Wesley's Christian Library^ and observing in how many pla- 
ces he had published-the woiiLs of those who had m^tained the doo 
trine of imputed righteousness, he immediately formed the d^^ of 
making extracts, which he accordingly did, and HO^ them into the 
worid, under the title of " The Scripture Doctrine (^Imputed EightC'* 
ou9neM^ asserted and maintained by the Rev« Mr* J(^ Wesley, A* M« 
late Fellow of Lincoln College, Oxford*'' This little piece was soon 
caught up* It quickly ran through the societies in Lpndon, and at 
length reached Ireland, where Mr* Wesley then was* One of Ms 
preachers coming to thank him for the very excellent piece he had 
li^ly published, on the doctmeof imputed righteousness, Mr* Wes^ 
ley instai^ly started with amazement, and pronounced it a pious fraud v 
but the book being produced, and the contents read, he found in th^ 
last page, that the whole was declared to be taken from his Christian 
Library* 

After publishing several small pieces for children, (A fdiun Ser- 
mon, recommended by the Rev* Mr* Jones ; A Catechism ; The His* 
tory of Jesus ; A Precious Testimony of Jesus, in the Experience of 
two Children, one ten, the other twelve Years of age), he ^iter^ 
upon that work which will' long live in the remembrance of those wh^ , 
have read it; two volumes entitled, '^jjf Sfiiriittal TVeamryfor the 
CkUdrm of Qod^ consisting of a Meditation for each Day in the Year, 
upon select Texts of Scripture:" The first volume for morning, the 
second for evening. Never did a miser arise with greater avidity from 
his bed, to accumulate wealth, than he did to compose these medita- 
tions* Hence, while others were indulging themselves m sleep, he 
would be up in the morning, in the depth of winter, at four o'clock, 
would sit in his room without a fire, aind has declared, that his mind 
ytM so intent on the glorious and animating truths, on which he was 
. writings thiKt he felt no cold* , . 

' While txecutmg this work, a gentleman waited upon him on bu- 
siness* * Instead of taking his name and address as desired, and as he 
thought he had done, he wrote the chapter and verse on which he had 
tieen meditatkig, uid when he came afterwards to look at the paper 
. in order to wfdt upon the gentleman, he found nothing upon it but V^ 
- Act 9 the 0econ4j veree the eighth; so much was his mind absorbed in 
^idiK tilings* He has frequently mentioned the many happy sea- 
tifnahe enjoyed when writing his Treasury ^ and he lived to know diat 
kis labour was not in vain in the Lord* 
, . As he professed himself a member of the established lihurch, and 
'. constently attended her worships he felt a concern that maiiy^ who 
had written on the Lord's Supper,.hadadvaiK:ed doctrines which 
were in direct opposition to those maintained and taught in her Ar- 
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^cks. The CompanUn to the Altar may do for a MlMghteona ificw 
itilist; but it i9 a mi^^rabie giii<)6 to a mind enligbtened by the Si»m| 
of Go4f He therefore puUiahed a amall octavo, under th« tstlo <^ 
^ Tk^ Qhri9tmn Cmmnunkant, or a suitable Companion to the Lerd'f 
Suppen" Mr. R<mii^) in bis Recommendatory Pre&cOf say % ^ Tht 
aubject here treated of, is one of the deep things of God,' of whicb 
none can write, as Mk Mason has, nnless he be in hia heaK alive ^ 
God; nor can sny but such understand the nature of the or^utnctt 
or be fed and nourished at it«'* • . 

It might, perhaps, prove tiresome to our readers to notice t)^ whol^ 
of his publications. The Believer's Pbcket C<»npanion met with a 
very favorable reception, and in a very little time ran through un 
editions. After the death of Mr. Topiady he became the editor ^f 
the Gospel Magazine, which he solely c<mducted for several years | 
and in this publication first appeared his notes on Bunyan*9 Pilgrim. 

Though as a private christian and an author, Mr. Mason was disf 
tinguished from many^ religious characters, yet he was too sensible 
of the depravity of his nature, and the spirituality of God's law, not 
tQ feel and acknowledge that he was wholly indebted to the sovereignty 
of divine grace for whatever he enjoyed in preference to the genera* 
}ity of Chri&tians ; and would frequently express hin»elf in ^die Ian* 
guage of the apostle. By the grace of Ghd I am what I em* 

Having presented our readers with a striking likeness of the sub^ 
ject of these memoirs, and faithfully delineated the prominent featurea 
of his mind, we would not pass over unnoticed those itnperfecticma, 
from which ke only vras entirely free, ^^ who was holy, harmlesSi un«^ 
defiled, and separate fron^ sinners." 

He was naturally veiy warm and hasty: and as the heat' of hia 
temper would sometimes gain an ascendancy over his judgment, itt 
Ihe m<>ments ^ cool reflection it would produce the most serious con^ 
trition. Being frequently called to struggle with this constitutional 
evil, he thought, on this account, no person more competent to peiut 
out the sinfulness of yielding to passion, and the evil effects which 
flow from an ungovernable warmth of temper. 

His mind being deeply impressed with the truth ctf that scriptures 
Tf^ ornament of a meek and qtdet spirit is in the eight of God tfgrea^ 
price^ and his conscience feeling the smart of that god^ e&rroxp tnAicA 
%t^orket& repentance to ealvationy he wrote ^^ An affectionate Address to 
passionate Professors," shewing the blessedness of a meek and quiet 
spirit, the evil of giving way to bad tempers, and pcmiting out soma 
Jikely means for subduing them* He begins thh little tract wWi, 
*' My brethren, suffer a word of exhortation from a heart that knows 
Its own bitterness, and grosns under Ae ruins of a sinful nature and 
disordered passions^ Permit one, who freely owns wilh grief and 
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$]iftme> anBi he is nahimlly of « very hasty temper and paiskmate dia» 
posidon, to address yxm on the evil of indulging and giving way to this. 
In this attemptt I humbly cva^ your ittost serious attention and affec- 
tionaitd r^rd, hoping therein mine eye is singly directed to our Lortffe 
ffiftftyf aikd my heart sincerely engaged for your spiritual good, and 
my own« Bear with my freedom^ as I assure you I desire to write 
from my evn seUse and experience of this evily as well as from obser- 
ration of it in others. I would apply to tny own 90ul all that I write 
to you ; and desire to fall under every conviction myself, ^ich I may 
bring against you«" 

Having been long named in the commission of the peace for the 
cottnty dT Surrey 9 in the yelir 1 783 he retired from business^ and be- 
came ah ai^ng magiMrate# As the evening of life was now drawing 
ton^ he thought, in thi» department^ he might empk^y those hours for 
the publie goodf which otherwise might appear to himself dull) and 
to others tiseM§* 

About four yeftrs ^re^rious to his deaths he fifst felt a slight stroke of 
the palsy. His speech for a few days was interrupted) and he com^^ 
plained of a ptdn and numbness in his;head» It then left him ; but not 
without hating, in ^ome degree, implored his faculties. About two 
yeati» after, while perferming the duty of a magistrate at Union-Hally 
tn the borough of Southwark, he suddenly fell ftom his chair, and 
was takdn up speechless i from this shock he also recovered ^ but not 
without a greater debility of the mental powein»* 

On the morning of his death, he intended to walk as usual ; was aa 
peiCectly in health as he Jtad been for some time, and appeared to pos- 
sess a more than common vivacity : he ran down stairs with an un- 
usual agiHty J and when engaged in prayer with his family, evinced a 
more than common degree of fervorr About eleven o'clock in the 
forenoon, as he was walking in his own room, in a moment he was de- 
prived of the use of his limbs on one side. An apothecary and phy« 
neiaA were immediately called in; but death had received his com* 
misaiiMK lB4ess thMi two hours, his speech, which from the first had 
fauHeredf was entirely taken away ; and though it would have afforded 
his surfivin^ relatives the greatest pleasure, to have heard him, in his 
dying moment^ eidol that Saviour, whom having not seen he loved, 
and boast of that salvaUon from which he had derived unspeakable 
joys } ye^ithut God, who ofdera all things after the counsel of his own 
willy was pleased to deny them that privilege; for at eleven o'clock 
in the evening of the same day, Sept. 29, 1791, in the 7Sd year of 
his age, he breathed his last. 

He has left- a widow, two daughters, and a son. His remains were 
interred in the church of St. Mary Magdalene, Bermondseyi in which 
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.parish he had resided upwards of sixtf years, and idiere, for the last 
.tw^ve years of his life, he attended on his son's ministry* 
. Mr* M. may with strict propriety be classed among the good, the 
great, and useful of society* In his personal appearance, there was 
nothing to impress a stranger. with a &ypr«Ue idea of his talents; 
but in company, in his conversation evidenced marks of superior sense 
and prevailing piety, and rendered him an instructive and entertaining 
companion* Influenced by the power of divine .gvace, he glorified 
Gqd in his generation* His soul was the peaceful residence of all the 
social virtues* In the discharge of the filial, fraternal, conjugal, and 
parental duties, he was cheerful and exact* The urgencies of busi- 
ness were never suffered to intrude upon the more urgent claims of 
his souU In persecution for righteousne v sake ^* his heart was fixed, 
trusting in the Lord;" and at length he had the happintas to e^^^- 
.rience, that God had ^^ redeemed his soul from all adversity, and 
brought him through fire and water, into a wealthy place*" Many 
*years he lived on Jesus Christ, as the alpha and omega of his own 
salvation, and possessed the enviable talent of recommending him to 
pthers with peculiar advantage* His .mind was equally averse to the 
leaven of Pharisaical pride and Antinomian presumption; which* he 
/considered as dangerous extremes, , «nd against which his exertions 
,were uniformly and equally directed.*«.Though he was never dignified 
:irith the epithet of rcvtrendf or elevated to the puljnt, yet by the dis- 
creet husbandry of his time, he was enabled to compose those works, 
^Mrhich, during his life-time, rendered him useful to thousands; and 
.which will embalm his memory, and convey instruction to succeed- 
ing generations* 

Reader, for thee this mem(nr was «^ected.«*.not for the oitertain- 
ment of thy leisure moments, but for the improvement of thy future 
days* Learn fix)m the character and conduct of a private indindual, 
that real worth, heavenly i^^isdom, and extensive usefulness, e^ not 
confined to men of public profession* - Let Jesus and his salvation be 
thy first concern* Assured of his fovor, make it thy study to live for 
God,, and glorify him in thy body and spuit, which are Ms. ' Then, 
when called to drop the veil ci mortality, thou wilt surri^ in the 
esteem of his saints, the excellent of the earth, and be rewarded by 
the admiration of posterity.*.*while thy* happy . sjMrit, wafled to the 
regions of bliss, shall enjoy in the beatific presence of Jesus, inefiaUe 
and eternal felicity # 
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iHOU shall be called by a ftew name, which the 

fnouth of the Lord shall name,,.. Is a. Ixii. 2. 

< 

This is predicted of the church of God; which, according to 
.covenant-trafisactions of the glorious Trinity, stands in the nearest 
.«nd dearest relation to j£sus her head. She is here apoken of as a 
•single person, thoi; : abe is called ^< Christ's body,"*.*.Col« u 24^..and 
^'^ the bride, the Lamb's ^vife,"o^Rev. xxi. 9....of whom, ssuth God the 
Father, '' I have loved thee with an everlasting love,".*.* Jer. xxxi* 3. 
Yeia, saith the Scmi of God to. his Father, of all his beloved members, 
f ^. Thou hast loved them as thou kast loved me»*..and thou lovest me 
l>efor^ t^e foundation of the world,"..«.John xvii. 3^3, 34* O most 
^comforting truths of God's .wordl how ancient Is the love of €U>d to 
his, church! That Qod should, love us miserable sinners at all is 
amazing; but tfa;at be should love us with the very same everlasting 
^Unchangeable love, wherewith he loves his own beloved Son, this 
aurpasseth all knowledge! This love is the source of all blessings 
in time; this love secures all happiness in eternity, 
t . The Son of God has manifested his ii^nite love to his church, hf 
conflicting with and <^eroonung lUl the poyrers of earth and hell for 
Jier sake* He most deaiiy purchased her, in a way of strict justice, 
indth his most precious blood* But he finds every one of his ransomed 
ones branded with this old name of infamy, a sinner : it being near 
six thousand years since first entailed* By nature we are all old in sin, 
and &ead in sin: but "being predestinated unto the adoption of children 
]by Je^s phrist, and to be conformed to his image, to the praise of 
the glory of God^ gnxe, therefore we shall be called by a ttew name. 

This the Lord, the Spirit, effecteth^ Being bom of the Spirit, and 
baptized with the Holy Ghost into the faith of Jesus, the Lord calls 
us "by a new name, which the mouth of the Lord shall name* This 
is it, vme 12, <^The holy people**..the redeemed of the Lord***«thou 
«halt be cidled sovgbt out." O the blessedness of being sought 

VoL*L B 
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out! how precious is he who sought us out! He sought ui in the 
mins of the falU He found us in a most miserable condition ; but 
he calls us by a new name, which signifies new creatures in our living 
head, who is the new man. This he makes us. Then we ocperi- 
ence the blessedness of a new state in, and of a new life from Jxsvs* 
He is a new and living way to us* By faith we walk with God^^ive 
upon Jesus....feel sweet fellowship with him**.«enjoy comforting comr 
munion from him..*.and have joy fill access to the JPather through hiou 
Thus the Lord writes '^a new name upon his members, which np 
man knowcth, saving he who receivcth it-";..«Rev. ii. 17. 

Thus, as Luther testifies, *a christian is a new creature in a new 
world/ He is a subject of a new King, whose name is love \ and of 
*a new kingdotn, wherein dwelleth righteousness. He is possessed of 
new hopes....new pleasures... Jiew desires and new joys. Yes, andh^ 
finds new fears....new sorrows....new conflicts, yea* and new enemies 
Itoo. Though that old serpent the Devil and Satan» who deceiveth 
the whole world, is cast out of us, he still wageth w^r agunst us. 
What then ? every trial we meet with, every temptation we we beset 
with,* shall only glorify the ridies of God's love to us, and the power 
of the grace of Jesus in us....sha]l learn us the use of our spiritual 
weapons—.deaden our afiections to earth....quiGken our longin;g» lor 
gIory....endear. Jesus more to our heariSf so as with ardency to q[f 
but, O that I may be found in him! how glorious the privileges! 
how animating the prospect of all such new^amed souls i they are 
interested In all new covenant Uessings. New wine ^ go^;)el-peace 
and love is put into such new bottles. A new song, ^^Salvatton to 
the Lamb that was slain," ins^Mres their tongues. Sach are4oyingly 
tailed, by the vrord of their Father, and powerfully eaaMed, by Ihe 
Spirit of his grace, to serve and glorify him, *^ not 4n the oldne^ of 
the letter," but in newness of the Spirit, in ^^righteousness and \x^ 
holiness before him all the days of their life:" happy new year to 
such new-named souls! every revolving year on earth brings thexn 
nearer their Father's house, their Savioiff's kingdom m glory» Thus> 
<^if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature ; old things are passed 

Way, behold att things are become new."«...2 Cor* v. 17. 

' • » ■ 

IHj Jqsu^, ipy ailmighty friend. My feet shall travel aU the length 

When I begin thy praise, Of the celestial roAd* 

IP^here will the growing numbers end I Aiidmarchwithcotirageiiithya|(rengt|if 
• The luidibflrs of thy grace I Tot see my Father God. 

StiH has sny )Kh new wonderf seet\ When I am fili*d w ith sore disbrcsi 
,, Repeated gv'ry year J For some surprising sin, 

Behqid my days that yet remain, I'll plead thy perfedl righteeiisncfl8» ' 
1 trust them to thy care. And mention none but thtne, 

Thott ait my everlasting trost. How will my Hpt in glory teU 
Thy Pf«spn I adore : Thy vict'rjcs, O my Kiltg^ 

And since I knew thy graces firstj My soul redeem'd from sin gadhelW 

I speak thy glories more. ' Shsltthy salvatiott aing^ ' * 
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lBeht>l£ihe Lamb afGod, which takeih axce^ the sin ofth^ 
world,.. John i. 29. 

NoVbikcI can make poor sinners truly happy, but that which 
taketh away the cause o£ all misery, sin. This is effepted* The 
iLftmb of God hath taken away all sin, by his sacrifice for us« When^ 
6y the eye of ikithy we behold this Lamb, then all sin is taken away 
t>ut of our conscience* When a soul thinks, < Sin has condemned me 
i^fore God; the hiw accuseth me daily; it works wrath in my Q(»w 
science continually; and I Am oft ready t0 cry out^ O wretched 
that \ am, who .shall deliirer me?' * Thanks be to God for a precious 
Redeemer. The Lamb, which God provided, hath done it for ever* 
All our iniquities were laid upon him* ^'Jie bare it in his own body 
on the tree,*' the sin, the whole of sin, every sin of all that shall be« 
lieve in him, to the end of the world* By the sacrifice of. himself he 
put all away, out of the sight of God, as one puts away an offensive 
tiling. He bore it away into a land of forgetfulneas> as a thing that 
IS hurtful* So thbn saith God the Father, to all his children in 
ChHst, *' Your shis and your iniquities I will remember no more."...* 
Jer. xitxi. 34* 

But otie is often ready to say,-Howcan this be true? fbr I daily 
4kfe T am a sinner; the remembrance of sin is before me, in my 
thoughts ; though, for a seasout time may efface sin from my memory^ 
yet it recurs afresh upon my oonsdience. It may> it will do so, O 
isoiil; and nothin^f can effectually take it away but this, ^^ Behold the 
i^ambof God." He taketh sin away now, this present moment, 
every momenC: at what time soever thou beholdest Jesus by the eye 
of faith, all the sin which' troubles thee, thou wilt see it laid on him* 
and he taketh it away from thee^ O how sweet to have no more 
conscience of sin! 

Coti^ntially to behold this Lamb of God, is life to our souls^ and 
^ath to our sins. tSin cannot terrify with hs guik: sin cannot pre- 
vail in its power while tihe heart is looking to this Lamb of God, for ^ 
he says, ^^Look unto me, and be saved." Astonishing mystery I but |j 
this is God's truth. Thus to behold, is to be happjr* Thus to look, 
is to be holy* May this, O my soul, be thy daily employ below, till 
thou beholdest the Lamb in the midst of the throne above. Thanks 
to the gracious' Father, for the gift of this precious Lamb; thanks 
to this holy L^mb for bearing and taking away sin ; and thanks to 
tlie loving Spirit, for shewing this Lamb to poor sinners and MB.*** 
«(God forbid I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus 
Chri8t."....Gal* vi. 14. 

tf Kin most v\\t to me appears. This is the truth' by which we live i 

What must th' Omniscient See ! By Faith lieholdiii; Christ. 

But, God i;»ehc4ds us in his Lamht Oar consciences from guilt are fre^ds 

Prom sin forever fret. Then unbelief resist. 



.ui. 
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Litik chUdren, keep yourselves from idols. Amen..l»_ 
\Johnv.2\. 

Idolatry is founded in ignorance of Jesus, the trae God, and 
eternal life* None are spiritusd worshippers of God but believ^rs'in 
Jesus. There are many idds in the vorid, suited to the pride and 
lusts of our corrupt nature* These we are cautioned against. Butt 
in reading this very exhortation, the idol oi free-wili is ready to pre^ 
aent itself; as though disciples, by their own power, were to keep 
themselves* This notion i[»pposes the Spirit and power of Jesas, and 
springs, frmn that grand idol, pride* Pride introduces the idol of 
self-righteousness. This blinds the eye to the glory, of jthe righte- 
ousness of Christ, freely imputed by God^ through feiith. Thus this 
trinity- of idols, free-will, pride, and self-righteousness, are in unitj 
with each other* By the simple £uth of Jesus, we are daily t6 guard 
our hearts against all their specious pretensions* 

. So also, every outward object suited to our corrupt nature, the lust 
of the flesh, the lust of the eye, and the pride of life ; thes^ naturally 
call for the attention of our minds, tend to attract the affections of 
our hearts, and promise us {Measure, happiness, and joy« Bttt if thesi; 
are sought ui^o, coveted, and enjoyed, they also become idols**«ithey 
rival Jesus«**«they rob our hearts of the consolation of the Saviour'f 
love.**»and him of the glory due to hi& name ; which is ever the inr 
dispensable duty of all his beloved disciples, to 'give unto him okly*. 
Shall we then say of our own righteousness, or our sins, ye are our 
glory I Shall we at all hope in the one? shall we ever seek happiness 
from the other? Verily, if so, our heaf s are not right with God ; our 
souls are not sincere and upright wUh Jesus* Can we at any tim;^ 
bait between two opinions in our conducts J^uq and self? God an4. 
the world? O where then is our faith in Jcsus, our .love to God! Ha§ 
not God manifested love enough to us, in the gift of his beloVi^dSon? 
Has not Jesus done enough, suffered enough^ to attract every aifepr 
tiion, and to engage our whole heaits in love to himself? Haa i^t the 
holy Spirit so clearly and fully revealed the love of tl;ie Father, and 
the salvation of the Son, as to make us happy?. We. must ocvifes^ 
this* Surely, then conscious shame, holy blushing, godly 8orroW|i 
should fill our hearts, if we act not as chaste virgins to our heavenly 
l^ridegroom* While we cry in the fervency of prayer to the divine 
Spirit for power, we shall in the fervor of love, and in the resolution 
of faith, say with Ephraim, ^' jC>et ye hence : what have I to do an^ 
more with idols ?''****Uos* xiv* 8. 

Mortals with joy behold his face. Archangels leave their high abode* ■' 

Th* eternal Father's only Son i To learn new roy&t'rie* he.re4 ai)d 

How full of truth ! how f«ri of grace ! tell 

When thro' hii eyes the Godhead The love^ of our descending God« , 
shone. The glories of Immanael. 
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I wmgcinth€ sirength of the Lord God: I mil make men* 
Hon of thy righteousTiess, even of thine only.... Psalm 
Ixxi. 16. . 

Wise travellers provide things needfttl for their journey, and 
^ard $lgaii)st such as lie in wait, by the way, to rob them. Our 
gracious God calls not his dear children to forsake their native coun- 
try, td tftcvel to the heavenly city, without fumiahhig them with » 
rich iSu|>ply of all things necessary for their comfort, and also strengtb 
to protect the A from the power of every enemy- No soldier of h» 
gocth a warfare at his own charge; Christ being both their righte- 
ousness and strength, they can want nothing; neither riches nor 
power. Hence,' they go on from day to day, glorying in himj aa 
their richest treasure, and trusting in hiin as their almighty strength ;* 
and this is their constant song in the house of their pilgrimage, and 
all through their journey: " Surely, in the Lord have I righteous- 
ness and strength,";.-.Isa- xlv. 24. Jesu's righteousness inspires the 
soul with boldness before God. Jesu*s strength obtains victory over 
every enemy. This is the triumph of faith. So believers walk safely 
diM comfortably. Children of grace are not called to be idle sp^cula-^ 
tfe^tb 'm doctrines, but to a life of activity...«to holy walking with Jcsu» 
.f..cohst2Uit hearing of his love....cheerfbl obedience to his wtll....(jffii« 
gent 'search of the scriptures....stedfest resistance of Satan..«.8triving 
daily agsdnst sin....and praying dways with all prayerand supplication. 
Well may one askj **But who is sufficient for these things V* From 
natural power and inherent strength, we must all sit down in despiair^r 
But faith leads from «elf to Jesus. I can do all things, through Christ 
strengthening me ;' so will I go on against my enemies ; thus I shnll 
be enabled to -Walk in the path of every duty. But after I havfe done 
aH, still my Saviour bids me confess the truth, that I am an unprofit-** 
able' servant.' But is not this discouraging to the souH No; for it 
work^ not to obtain righteousness. It is already clothed with that, 
and, in die Mews of faith, rejoices in it; abjures all other, and will 
make mention of Jesu's righteousness, and his only, for acK^ptance 
^h God, perfect justification before him, from every condemnation 
6f the law, and accusation of Satan. True, doubtful fears may arise ; 
distrei&slng thoughts dejeet; but happy is our conduct, joyfVil ahall 
be our Experience, while the righteousness of Christ is beheld by 
felth, as our only hope, our only joy, our only crown of rejoicing. For 
we are made the righteousness of G6d iif Christ....^ Cor. v. 31* *' 

While in thy righteousness I trust. My grace and safety lie ia this, 
Whl(^ only maket a sinner }ast{ My Creditor my sorety it^ ' '» 

Thh truth of faith, Lord, make me The judgment-day I thread tho less; 

prove, [love. My Judge it made my righttousn 

That Aiitk tkoo giv'tt^ which wotkthj 
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F&f the moimtam shall depart y and the hilh be remaoei^ 
bnt mif kindness shall not depart from thee, neither shall 
the covenant of my peace be removed, saith the Li>rd^. tvha 
^ ialh mercy on tltee. . . . Isa, li v. 1 0. 

Thb absolute promises of our gracious Lord^ are the foundatkm 
%f fiii^) the encouragement of hope, the excitement of lote, die source 
«r comfort, and the spring of true holiness* Why then are not the 
children of faith always joyfiil in hope, ever comfortable in love. And 
constantly happy in. the way of holiness? Truly, because an enemf 
hath sown the tares of unbelief in our nature* This evil root of bit- 
terness continually springs up, and troubles us. It bears the most 
base^ dishonorable fruits^ respecting our God ; atid is most hurtful 
^d poisonous to our ^ula* Little reason have we to dung afldwater^ 
$o as to strengthen this degenerate plant, with the colrupt ndtion of 
those who deny God'a covenant love and faithfulness, and dare teach 
^That one may be a child of God to-day and a child of the Devil to* 
morrow*.**that souls redeemed by the blood of Jesus, may, after aUt 
bum in helU' Shocking!, it is our daily duty, our greatest wisdom^ 
ever to be on our guard against, and avoid all such doctrines* They 
are contrary to the precious- declarations of our loving I^ord; anil 
tend to weaken our faith in and hope of perfect salvation by Jesuit 
But a false show of humility works very deceitfully upon* men* 
fiance we are prone to look into ourselves, to find some inherent 
worth, some personal goodness, as the cause why the Lord.shonid 
deal thus boundfuUy with us. 

Alasi pride is at the bottom of thi6« Hei^by our eyes are diverted 
fiom the alone object of faiths Jesus, and turned to self* Then, no 
marvel unbeHef prevails, and we lose sight of God's fi^e grace^ 
rich love, and ixi^timably precious promises* Soul, know thysel& 
Thottg}! an object of mercy, a subject of. grace, and an heir of pro-'" 
laise, yet not one single drop of mercy, or of grace, nor one word of 
j^xmiise is made to thy person, but only as thou standest in, and art 
liriated to thy precious Saviour, according to covenant loVe* There- 
fore God'^ covenant of peace ^all not, cannot fail* Sckmer shall tho 
l^iU^ and mountaina be removed, yea heaven and earth shftll pass 
afwajE) but thy Lord's love and kindness shall never depart from Oiee* 
The mouth of the Lbrd hath spoken it* Here to doubt, is to ^shonor 
the God of truth* Here stedfastly tb believe, is to glorify the G<»d 
of lave««**^^He sent redemption unto his people; he hath commanded 
his covenant roR £v£R,",**.Psalmcxix* 9* 

«< O what a stcdfast hope have I, Then why should fkith or coarsge f*(1 f 

Bttttt Oh tUy fatthfttl word ! Or comforts me fonnM r 

TliQi^ alt things fail bentfafh the sky/ tret faith but look within thei^H, 

Thy troth itands fast, my Lord." AU*» saft fbr Jestt*s nke. 



Walk circumipedl^ s net as fools, but 4is wise, redi^mi^tt^ 
timCi i>€cmse the 4ays ure^iL^.Eph^s. v. 15, 16, . . 

Light and life are eommumcated from JesUB ta his members, 
taft ^merely to fill their heatb with fospd tmtbA, as HMMttc^^f I3>ecu* 
laiiQiir or to make them fluent talkers about religion, but chidSiy t» 
fjfifect their hearts, renew their minds, and cau§^ them to be close^ 
coosistent waukers with Jesus. Without this, we. only seem to be 
jreligious; and deceive our hearts, while pur religion is vaipi: for we 
sanpot stand approved in the sight of Ciod, before men, nor to our 
ow» consciences* " The wise man's e^s are in his head j" he looks 
iiround him and sees the evil of sin, the vanity of this present world 
•^•^Xh^% its gay pieasui^s, alluring pastimes, bewitching diversions^ 
Are. the giWodbait of the god of this wwld, whereby he ensnares 
imwary fools to kill thf^ir precipes time, and to blind and destroy their 
^mortal soubJ Tlie wise, man looks above him^.^rects his eye of 
faith to his ^"mv^ as his eH%mple««»*|o have his Spirit £br his guide 
V»«4q be Iiept hy Hs ^wer^'to have bis steps directed by his grace, 
that his word may be the ]?ule of his life, and that his walk and conr 
^i^eTssation may ple^^ Ins L^, a^d adorn his gospel* Without this 
Cf»^a%t <(iFcumspectiQn, we betray the greatest folly, and make sad 
.work ibr future grief and repentance. Lo^d beep us from this \ 

Time is the gift of G^d. It is too precious a jewel to be worsi^ 
l]^^xi idly lavi^ed away upon vanity. It is the wisdom of the wise tc) 
«psp^ve jtin^ t^ tike noblest and best of purposes, in acquiring more 
knowledge of, spriftuaL and eternal things. It is the foolishness oi 
IbUy iar Qod's wise virg^s, at any time, so to debase themselves, as 
to sacr^^e their precious moments t^n heathenish altars, devoted 
tQ vain delight^ and sinful pleai^ures. We dare not, we cannot com- 
ply with these things, consistent with faith in Jesus, love to God, 
and a good conscience in the IJoly Ghost« 

The days are fvilj i^uity abounds; the love of many waxeth 
c^oldj berjs^s prevai}^ the way of holiness is awfully neglected j 
Imt tl^ Load's luin is not shortened, that he cannot save: he 
tUA l^fV ^ <^i9i® ^^ himseli^ in th^ ^oao^t perilous times* Constant 
iM^hA^pesa,. and. earja^ jrayer, are our daily duty...." Let u$ 
^nilider 9lie.S(aQther; topcovoke ynto love and to geod works; not 
&rsAlii|ig ^ a^s^v^isQg ourselves together, as the maimer of som^ 
la ; -but ^ort ^>n«^ 9Ja$»ther.t an4 «o n>uch the more;» as ye see th{^ 
4s^ apfioaeib^«''«*««Heb* %• ^4j sis. 

from precious faith a precious strife W&erever faith does justify^ 

Of precious virtues flow» It purifies the hearty 

A piwci^us hearty a preciooilil^. The pardf« and the purity 

AndpieciPiM4tttitstoe. Jojiii haads,^ and n^-fy^u .. 
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Blessed is the people that know the jaiyjul sounds they 
shall walk J O Lord^ in the light of thjf countenance.... 
Psalm Ixxxix. 15. 

Tbe psalmist alludes to the jubilee-trumpet, wliich was sounded 
throughout the* land on the great day of atonement* This was an or- 
dinance of the Lbrd«..*LeY« xxy. 10. It was a joyfol sound of libertf 
to God's x>eopIe. A true type, and just emblem this, of the blow- 
hig the great trumpet, and the sound of the everlasting^ S^x'P^l iv* 
storing life, liberty, and salvation, to perishing captive souls* Has 
the gospel thus proved the power of God to the salvation of our souls ? 
Surely then, we must esteem it, as the most joyful sound that ever 
saluted our ears! Joyful, that it is not clogged with any terms and 
conditions: Joyful, that it is not, as some call it, a milder law, 
proposing mercy on easier performances than the legal yoke* No; 
such notions are siriyversive of the very nature of the gospel; they 
only humor self-confidence, and elate the pride of sinners. 

We are all naturally deceived by such human, anti-evangelioal 
systems. Hence we grow vain in our imaginations, and our foolish 
hearts are darkened to the freeness and glory of the gospel* But 
when the Sun of Righteousness arises upon the heart, these mists 
of ignorance and error are scattered* Then we truly know the goa^ 
pel to be nothing but good news, glad tidings; a joyful sound indeed: 
a free declaration of what the infinitely blessed and eternally gfori* 
ous Trinity have planned, and what the adorable God-man hath ef- 
fected, for the salvation of the lost and guilty* It is one joyful, con- 
sistent, harmonious sound of free g^race, undeserved love, and un- 
merited mercy; free from any jarring discords of wrath and terror. 
It proclaims not pardon to-day, and condemnation to-morrow to be- 
lievers: now peace with God, anon war against us: now happiness 
in the heaven of his love, by and by a hell of misery from his anger 
and hatred ; once justified by his grace, and after all left to perish to 
eternity in our sins* God's blessed people reject such debasing no^ 
tions, knowing they are contrary to the truth, and destructii^ of the 
joy of the gospel, damp their lore, deaden their affections to a God 
of love, C061 their zeal for his glory and service, and stop their pitK 
gress in true holiness* ' But by the love of the truth, they solac« 
themselves with the joyful sound, are enabled to walk in tho-ltght of 
God's countenance, in the comforts of his love, and in the jofs of 
Jesu's salvation* Such are blessed now in the knowledge of God'^S' 
truth ; they shall be blessed in the enjoyment of God's eternal glory***. 
John X* 18* 

O blessed day ! O happy hour! * O Spirit divine ! thine waft the powY» 

That brought this joyful sound* Which gaure the hearing ear t 

Of pard'ning love thro' Christ's rich My heart, with love, in praises join, 
To heal my mortal wound, [grace. To thee, my Lord, most dear. M* 
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Became thy loving kindness is, better than life, my lips 
. skail praise thee..^. Psalm IxVu, 3^ 

Forsake all> and possess all. ' Give np all, and 'eujoy all. This is 
•jtfae doctrine of Jesus, and the e&perienee of faith. So we overcome the 
world, by preferring the love of Christ to every thing beside* Most 
Jblessed enthusiasm ! really tasting that the Lord is gFaciou8..*«truily 
feeling, the comforts of his love....actually partaking. of fellowship 
with Jefius«.».commumon of the Holy Spirit....freel7. conversing with 
the Father of all consolations*. ..O how transporting to the Spirit! 
how ravishing to the soul ! With what holy indifference does the en- 
raptured .heart locric down upon the objects of sense I The gilded toys 
of time, that &o attract the views....the glittering vanities- of life, thfit 
so enslltye: earthly minds....the empty shadows of sense, that so be- 
, witch the heart; yea, life itself, with all its comforts* .What are a|l, 
compared to one moment's ejpjoyment of the loving>kindness of the 
Lord I In competition, as shadow to substance ; in worth, as the dust 
lif the eartiii to the gold of Ophir. Sense is but short-Uyed fancy : 
.Faith is reality and substance ; for it brings love, the kinckiess of 
Ipve, yea, the God of loving kindness himself into the sinner's heart. 
7his changeth a fallen son of Adam into a glorious saint in Christ ; 
a miserable sinner into a comfortable, holy, humble prai$er of, our 
covenant Lord. 

» Thus it is when the soul hath found God in Christ, who is its lifip, 
its glory, its treasure, its heaven, its all. But this knowledge con- 
$i»ts, not only in ecstacy of soul and rapturous sensations, but faith 
is an habitual principle ; love is an active grace ; hope has a purify- 
ing efficacy* Not only are the lips opened in praise, the tongue 
loosed, to speak of the glory of Jesus, but the life, the {M'ucticef the 
^Qversation, will also be favoured with the grace of truth, as an 
f vidonce that we know his love, and have been with Jesus. So we 
provi^ that he has taught us wisdom, not to prefer heaven to earth 
in word only, but in conduct also. , Therefore, having received all 
^m him freely, in love and by grace, we desire to do what he has 
fpmni^ttKied; to«ayoid what he has forbidden. The fruits of righte* 
oiiftiiesstare by him, to the glory of God the Father; therefore we 
pray to be iilled with them. The works of the flesh, the works of 
4arkiicA9i we desire to mortify, and have no feUowship with, because 
eontiEary to love^ and the enjoyment of it....^^ We have known and 
iKslievsed the love that God hath to us. (^od is love; and he that 
dw^leth iniove dwelleth jin God, and God in him."*... 1 John iv. 16* 

Of all the joys we mortals know, Sweet are my thoughts and soft my cares, 

Jesusi thy loveexceeds the rest : When the celestial flame I feel ; 

Love, the blest blessing here below, In all my thoughts, and all my fears, ' 

And nearest image of the blest. There's something kind and pleasing 
* still. 
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22 JANUARY 9. 

Godliness is prqfilahle unto all things, having promise of 
the life that now is, and of that whu:h is to come.... 
1 Tim. iv. 8. 



While under, the law, we naturally think, £br so much wcMrk, 
much wages«.*.God will be faithful to his word of promise, if we 
perform those terms and conditions he requires of us* Such arc the 
notions of a leg^l spirit*.«they are the result of pride«»**they swell with 
a vain conceit of doing something to make God a debtor to^oor 
works; they are founded in ignorance, both of ourselves, and of the 
word o^ God's rich grace and free promises; not one of which is 
made, absolutely, in respect to us, or to any thing we either believe 
or do; but only as we are in Christ Jesus, members of him^ our 
blessed head...«For ^' all the promises of God are in Cfanflft Jesue 
yea and amen, unto the glory of God* "••••2 Cor. i. 20. 

Eveiy believer in Christ is a holy, godly soul ; he is exhorted to 
be strong in the grace which is in Christ Jesus. He has all cause 
for daily comfort and joy. He is fiilly assurad of his intei«at iathai 
blessed catalogue ' '^ mercies, ^^ ministers, the world, life, deaths 
things present, or things to come, all are yours." Why ? where« 
fore has he property herein? ^^ Beoujse ye are Chr^sfs, and Christ 
is God's,"*... 1 Cor. iii. 22, 23....therefore he shall want nothing; he 
shall enjoy every thing he can will, or desire, as a godly person » 
for true holiness is profitable to bring the will into cheerfol acquies* 
cence with the will of God, smd to enable the soul to say, " Thy 
will be done." All the blessings of Providence, all the riches oi 
grace, all the glories of eternity, are secured by Jehovah's jMeniiae 
to the godly in Christ. 

Through the faith of Jesus, godly souls are profitable to theip 
fellow-sinners, and fellow*members In him: Their good converaft-« 
tion, their holy walk, the Lord owns and blesses, to wm others to 
the knowledge and love of God, tp a hatred of sin, to renounce tiie. 
vanities of the world, and quit the slavery of Satan. 

Oh, christian, remember thy calling.«..be careful of thy waHs«*«» 
watchful over thy conduct«..«see to it, lest Jesus be wounded in tlMt 
house of his friends. Pray earnestly, and study daily that thy pfo-^ 
firing in godliness may appear to all, to the glory of him ^ who hatH. 
loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood." AFey<Mr 
ambitious? are you covetous? do you love gain? are you earaesl^ 
desirous to enjoy it? Hear, believe, and rejoice* " Godliness wiliit- 
contentment is great gain ?"....! Tim. vi. 6. 

my Lord, how strange the grace Now the promise ilenjoy'd, . ^ 
Wbich ungodly godly makes! Hope of greater is employ *d: 

1 have fou]i4 this matter true, All is mine by gift of gptct.i , 
All the glory is thy due. Make me long to see thy face. M. ^^ 



JANUARY 10. ^ 23 

To the praise of the ghry of his grace, ioheYein he haih 
made ns accepted in the beloved.. ..Ephes. i. 6. 

When Jacob was about to meet his offended brother Esau, he 
Was greatly afmid and distressed. He sends a present to appease his 
wrath before he durst venture into his presence. " Peradventure h« 
viil accept of me,'* says he....Gen.'Xxxii. 20. Now his hope was not 
founded oii t3ie affection of his brother, but upon the favor which his 
present should procure. He was not influenced by love, but fear and 
terror ; hence his expectation arose only to a peradventure. So it is 
natural for sinners to conceive of and act to an offended God. ' Instead 
•f belt^vhig^ his gospel of free grace, and confiding in his messages of 
rich mercy in Christ, we are prone to think of sending presents, of 
4oitig something to pacify God's wrath, and conciliate his love to us. 
Some terms of accommodation, some conditions of peace, we naturally 
think, and we hear many contend for, must be fufilled by us.. This 
nutioA keeps the ioul always in suspense. It may flatter it with a peN 
adventure, God will accept me ; but there is not the least grouiid for 
hope of acceptance upon such a human system. It springs from the 
corrupt reasonings of man, is founded in the pride of nature^ which 
€^r Ttjtctn the faith of the gospel. 

Happy for us, to "hear what God the Lord will speak: for he will 
speak peate to his people, and to his saints, "....Psalm Ixxxv. 8....not 
because of their prayers, tears, repentance, faith or obedience; but^ 
for an infinitely higher cause than all these, even because he loved 
them, and hath made them accepted in his beloved Son, Jesus. ^ Here' 
are no tegal Ifsand Peradventures ; but the certainty and assurance 
of free love and unmerited favor. This is the most blessed^ stedfest 
anchor-hold of faith. Its language is not. What shall I do to be ac- 
eepted ? but, How shall f please my God, who hath made me accepted 
kk the beloved ? In this way only, God secures all the praise and glOry 
of his: own grace to himself. The belief of this expands the heart 
with love, fires the soUl with'gratitude, excites to praise, and ihfhi-* 
oices to kl\ true holiness. Hell may terrify with horror, the law 
Work wfath in the conscience, a sight of sin cause us to tremble before 
Ciod; but grace, the free unmerited favor of God in Christ Jesus, 
tiia* alone changes rebels to saints, subdues sin, m6rtifies hists, 
tiPkimplls over all the curse and ruin of the fall, and raises its happy* 
si^bjects to the exalted heights of salvation and glory. Happy those, 
wilOknow and believe "Grace reigns through the righteousness of 
Christ unto eternal Iife."....Rom. y. 21. 

Content to be in Jesu's debt for all j Freed fjom law-debt, and blest with 
At sov'reig^n grace's feet we prostrate gospel ease, 

^*^^ Our work is now oar dearest Lord to 
AH glory to the Lord that grace is please, 

mt. By living on him, as our ample stock," 

Else never would it light on guilty me. And leaning on him as our potent rock. 



24 JANUARY II. 

Jesus said J Ye knoxv not what ye ask..,. Mark x. 88, 

Strange ! what, James and John, two cUsciples of a despised and 
rejected Master, who had not ^here to lay his head, yet dreaming of 
earthly pomp and worldly grandeur, and petitioning for the highest 
pitch of worldly (^lory ? yes, nothing less than the right hand of pre* 
eminence, and the left hand of power, would suit them. Httman na* 
ture, how earthly, carnal, and selfish ! How low are we fellen 1 yet 
how lofty in pride ! What are the best of men, when left to their ofwn 
spirits? Truly, we know not what to pray for, as we oiig^t. Jeflutj 
Master, instruct us, what we are called to I Teach us what to pray 
for. Let thy word, " My kingdom is not of this world," be ever 
uppermost in our minds ! 

Poor Baruch could not be honored of God, and commissioiied to 
read the roll to the princes of Judah, but he thinks, now I am some- 
body ; I have got in the way of earthly honor and preferment. But 
his brother Jeremiah is sent to him, with this question and reproof, 
" Seekest thou great things for thyself? seek them not. '*.... Jer. xlv. 5. 
How many distresses were brought upon the children of Israel by the. 
mixed multitude that went with them! So the swarm* of corrupt 
lusts, earthly affections, and carnal desires, which are found with uh 
are ever opposing the glory of Jesus, and exciting us to seek tkat 
happiness, in nature and sense, which can only be found in the dpiri- 
tual reign of Jesus, in the heart. 

But so kind and gracious is our dear Saviour, that he crosses our 
wills, and denies our request, wlien contrary to our spiritual interest. 
Thus in love he answers our prayers : he withholds what we ask ; he 
gives what he knows is best for us. If disciples ask what is unfit ta> 
receive, or unlawful to beg, shall we complain of God's love if he de- 
nies ? Granting is not always the effect of love. If so, Paul had been 
less loved than Satan. Satan asked but once concerning J<ob, and his 
request was granted. Paul besought the Lord thrice, that the mes- 
senger of Satan might depart, yet was denied in that. Yea, blessed 
Jesus thrice prayed his Father that the cup might pass from him ; . 
but that could not be. The Lord delights in the prosperity of bis- 
people ; therefore withholds no good thing from them* Not our judg- 
ment, but his wisdom must determine this. We pray to be in the 
height of comfort, and on the pinnacle of joy. But love answers by 
keeping us in the safe vale of humility and self-abasement. Lord, 
what proud, aspiring creatures are we 1 enable us to obey thee ! 
** Humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God.".... 1 Pet. v. 6. 

I'm heard, when answer*d soon or late, Peace then, my soul, for Christ knows 
And heard, when 1 no answer get : Either to give or to withhold ; [best. 
Yea, kindly answer'd when refused; On him still wait, on his word rest; 
By Jesus lov'd> when harshly us'd. Against thy fears be firm and bold. M. 



JANUARY 12. 25 

The Lord God is my strength, and he xcill make my feet 
like hinds feet, and he will make me to tvalk upon mine 
. high places.... Hab.iii. 19. 

" The righteous are as bold as a lion."....Prov. xxviii. 1. The 
words of wisdom are not like the pithy sayings of the Heathens, 
which merely describe states and things to which men never arrive 
nor enjoy ; but they assure us, such and such has been, and still is 
the kBOwledgfe and experience of God's saints* So children of wis* 
dom are taught their privileges, and their souls are drawn out in 
prayer and diligence, that they may also partake of the fulness of 
the blessing^^ described* Whence is the boldness and courage of the 
righteous derived? See the young stripling David, how boldly he 
advances to the mighty giant Goliah, with an insignificant weapon in 
his hand, yet assured of success. For the faith of Omnipotence was 
m his heart, and these soul-encouraging words in his mouth, ^' 1 come 
to thee in the name of the Lord of hosts.'*.... 1 Sam. xvii. 45. 
. Faith receives all its courage and strength from its author, Jesus. 
It is armed with Omnipotence; therefore he saith, "All things ar^ 
possible to him who believeth."....Mark ix. 23. So Paul, " I can do 
all things." Why? because he was a great apostle? No: prophets 
ind apostles are all of one mind, even with the weakest believer: "It 
is Christ who strengthens me." " The Lord God is my strength.*' 
Are our hearts weak and low, ready to sink and faint? are our graces 
upon the decline ? are our enemies strong, and our troubles increased ? 
To whom should we fly, but to our almighty God and Saviour, Jesus ? 
For this very end he makes his dear members " feet like hinds feet:" 
swift to run from danger, and to fly to him for safety; so also "to 
run the way of his commandments with great delight." 

'Such happy souls shall also walk with composure and comfort upon 
die high places of safety and seciirity ; above the reach of their im^ 
plaoable foes. O, -those are sweet seasoi^, when we mount up with 
wings as eagles ; soar aloft in the exercise of faith ; dwell high in 
the contemplation of love; converse much with Jesus in glory, 
though on earth in the body. How safe are the people of God ! how 
joyiul should they be in faith! how confident in hope! how fervent 
in love ! " For they shall dwell on high ; their defence shall be the 
munition of rocks ; their bread shall be given them, and their waters 
shall'be8ure."...«Isa. xxxiii. 16. 

I 
Salvation is forever nigh And grace descending from on highf 

The soals that fear and trust the Lord, Fresh truth and glory shall afford. 



Bf JANUARY 13« 

/ will bear the indignalion qf tie Lord, because I havt 
sinned against A/m, nntil he plead my cause and execute 
judgment for me : he will bring me forth to the light, 
and I shall behold his righteousness.... Micah vii. 9, | 

Sin, though atoned for by the blood of JeMiA^ ««! through tfa(t 
fiuth of this the soul be made holy and happy* yet dveiieth in us# 
Hence all our griefs* our suffeiings* our wretchedness* God's judg« 
ments are sometimes secret, always just* ever in love to his own* 
Misery should never afflict us* if sin did not infect U9* A good in* 
strument may be out of tune; the hand of a skilful musician is ne- 
cessary to set it* and display its harmony and sound* God discit 
plines by afflictions for our profit and his glory. . The faith* pMH 
ence, and valor of God's soldiers are best known in times (rf* cscr« 
cise : then how animating to view the love and trust to the fidthfiil^ 
ness of a covenant God! To see a father's love to the soul in the 
rod of hia displeasure against sin* how supportii^I I will bear th« 
chastisements of my Father»«..my sins deserve them: yea* wrtth 
and hell is my desert : my mouth is stepped****! have nothing tn 
plead... .guilt silences me. 

But see, hear, and i*ejoice* O soul* The church beholds a blessed 
person* Who is that he she thinks upon and mentions? ^^ Until 
HE plead my cause." O it is the dear advocate Jesus* the ever pror 
cious pleader for poor sinners. How reviving are the sacred pages L 
they ever testify of the blessed name* and soul-comforting worii of 
Jesus! He never intermits in his plea foir the life of the aoult he 
prevails over the desert of sin by his atonement ahd pmycrs^ Shortljr 
he will speak destruction to all sin by the word of his power* 

In the mean time he sends his Spirit the Comforter, the third peF< 
son in the glorious Trinity. ^^ He will bring me forth to the lig^" 
Here see Old Testament faith in New Testament love* It is theL 
Spirit's office to bring souls out of the ' dark dungeon of nature's son 
rows, to see Jesus the light of life* ^^ I shall behold his righteous* 
t)^s." Then it is a day of comfort after a night of distress. Is the- 
righteousness of Jesus mine ? am I righteous ,by that in the sight of- 
God? Then truly it is in righteousness God dealeth with me* and 
will save me. This f^th humbles the soul to the dust, strips it of 
proud mfunmurings and self-righteous ]^eas, and inspires it with 
boldness at a throne of grace. This is the confident. plea of feitli; 
*' for thy righteousness sake bring my soul out of trouble : Destroy 
alhthem that afAict my soul, for I am thy servant. "....Psalm cxliii. T 
11, 12. 
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JANUARY 14. 27 

Lave as b$retkreft...A Pet. lii. 8. 

Love without reason is a mad passion* Profession without love, 
is but <^ a sounding brass or a tiftkliog cynabal; unmeaning noise to 
cidicrsf unprofiting to him that makes it. Love is of God. It is 
tloit precious omtmcnt that is poured forth from the Father of Ioto 
upon the head of out spiritual Aaron, and runs down to the skirts 
of kiA garment, even upon all his brethren, the children of love« 
Lore descends from God, through Jesus, to us, spreads itself among 
the beethren,. and ascends in gratefol odours to the God of love* 

The prop^t asks, '^ Have we not all one Father ?"*.**Mal. ii* lO. 
Ye6, salth our elder brother, -^ 1 ascend unto my Father, and your 
Fail:hen'**«*Johft xx. \T. Mence the Holy Spirit draws the image of 
Jiesii% ^the first bom of the maaf brethren,** upon each of thein 
soufe; and po«sesees them with<^e faith, of Jesus* ^ And whoso* 
ever beheveth that Jesus is the Christ, is bom of God; and every 
on^ that Idteth him that begat, loveth him also that is begotten of 
hb».'^...) John V. I. Faith in Jesus is the band and cement of bro- 
therly love. Are we the brethren of Jesus, beloved and chosen by 
one Father, bom again of the same Spirit, partakers of the sam« 
grace, heirs of the same promises, travellers to the same kingdom^ 
and shall we not lore each othcr^ Alas! alas! we mourn for the 
loss of health, substance, &c. but what greater cause is there to la- 
ment the loss of love amongst God's dear children, Jesu's beloved 
brethren! 

But we are all like Siineon and Levi, brethren in iniquity; and as 
with them, so anger and seH^wilf is also found with us*.**Gen« xHx* 
5, 6k Both are Htc effect of pride, and are contrary to faith and love*> 
The question is not, Are we perfectly freed from every passion and 
temper contrary to love? Nor are ^t to expect this from our brethren^ 
God loves us not as sinless, but as he views us in Christ Jesus^ Do we 
realJy love the children of God as such....love the members of Jesutr 
purely fc#*liis sake ? Instead of indulging, do we curb and resist,' 
watch and pray against our tempers, which are contrary to love? 
This is a blessed evidence, the root of love is in us. Let us be impor- 
tunate with Jesus, that the fhitts may abound more *nd more to the 
glory of God, **whom we love, because he first loved us.'* 

Love lays her own advantage by Love is the grace that keeps hcrpowV 

T» Mtk her neighbour's good i In all the realn^s- ari>ove t 

So God's owii Son came down to die, Thecefakh and hope aieknowaa^RMfC 

And benight our liv«» with blx>od* But saintt forever love. 



28 JANUARY 15. 

Mvie iniquities are gone aoermy head; as an heavy burden 
they are too heavy for me. ...Psalm xxxviii. 4. 

Those who think lightly of sin^ and account iniquity a trifling 
thing) evidently shew that the god of this world hath blinded their 
eyes to the infinite atonement of Jesus, and hardened their hearts 
through the deceitfulness of sin ; therefore they are insensible oi 
grief, and without feeling of godly sorrow for sin* When Jesus is 
known in the heart, sin is truly abhorred, forsaken, and overcome* 
But it is most distressing to the regenerate soul when the load of guilt 
and the burden of sin are suffered to lie, day after day, upon the con- 
science. O the insupportable agony of such a state, none know but 
those who have experienced it! One would ask. Is not this contra* 
dictory to that comforting assertion, ^^ There is now no condenmatioD 
to them that are in Christ Jesus? "••••Rom. viii. l....inconsistent with 
that triumphant challenge, ^^ Who shall lay any thing to the charge 
of God*B elect? ''....Rom. viii. 33. No; for though charge and con- 
demnation for sin may be brought by Satan, the accuser of the bre- 
thren ; the law may condemn, and our own spirits must confess w« 
are sinners ; yet our covenant God hath no condemnation against us. 
For he hath laid all our iniquities upon Jesus; and this is the fiill 
and free charter of his covenant concerning his children: ^^ Their 
sins and their iniquities, will I remeqiber no more." 

Jesus is the only balm in Gilead, the only physician for sin*dis* 
tressed, sore burdened, heavy laden souls. We may seek rest, but 
aH in vain, from any other object. Nothing can quiet and relieve 
the distressed soul but this one truth, Jesus hath actually bore, 
Jesus hath fully suffered, Jesus hath perfectly atoned for all the sin^ 
of his people ; so that the Lord has discharged all their sins, and 
will remember no sin, no, not one sin against them. O when one 
beholds this general release, every debt crossed by Jesu's blood, an4, 
God acquitting from every accusation of law and conscience, then 
our souls return to their rest. This is the £aith of God's elect. So 
the Spirit bears witness to Jesus. So he is glorified and delighted 
in, as ^Sthe chiefest among ten thousand, and altogether lovely.". 
And .while our hearty are kept sim^ple, loving, faithful to him, we 
live upon his grace, and feast upon his love ; and holy longings in-- 
spire our hearts, that we may fully enjoy him in glory. Q then, . 

Sin, (my worst enemy before) Then shall I see, and hear, and know 

Shall vex. my eyes and cars no more : All I desir'd and wish'd below; 

My inward foes shall all be slain. And ev'ry pow'r find sweet employ 

)7or Satan break my peace again. In that eternal world of joy. 



JANUARY 16. 2* 

Yea, hath God saidj Ye shall not eat of every tree of the 
garden K... Gen, in. 1. 

It is the grand master-piece of that wisdom which is earthly, 
, sensual, devilish, to call in question the truth of God's word; to in- 
sinuate a doubt about it. But here appears more modesty even in 
Satan, than in some of his servants ; for he only puts a query upon 
it, whereas they absolutely deny and ridicule the truths of Jehovah. 
In the same way that the old serpent attacked and prevailed against 
the innocence of our first parents, he still attempts to destroy the 
comforts and oppose the holiness of God's children by artftil sugges- 
tions against the truth of God's word. If he can but raise a doubt in 
our minds concerning what the Lord hath spoken, he strikes at the 
very foundation of our faith, hope, love, and obedience. As he 
abode not in the truth, he is a restless implacable enemy to the 
tl^th, and to every soul who embraces the truth as in Jesus. 

' Resdly, one finds Satan like a laborious domestic chaplain, preach* 
ing in season, and out of season, in one's ears : ^ Hath the Lord 
spoken this? hath he forl^ddenthat? how can this doctrine be true? 
it is so contrary to reason, so inconsistent with the nature of things; 
you a child of God? you a believer in Jesus? your sins atoned for by 
Jesus? your soofl clothed with bis righteousness and sanctified by his 
Spirit ? Is not everlasting love mere imagination ? electing grace, the 
creature of fancy ? the safety and perseverance of the saints of Jesus, 
the whim of a heated brain? is Jesus the essentially true God? hath 
the Lord spoken so much against sin ? doth he' require so much 
strictness of life and holiness in i^alk as is contrary to the rest of the 
worid, and exposes to their hatred and contempt? hath God said so 
and so?* 

' Thujs with art and sophistry, he insinuates and puts on the air of 
a candid disputant for truth. What did Eve get by listening to him, 
and conversing with him? rather, what did she nof lose? even the 
life, the love, the joy, the peace of her soul. It is our wisdom not 
to pariey with or study to answer Satan's suggestions, but instantly 
to ^^ resist him stedfast in the fidth,"....l Pet. v. 9«...taking the sword 
of the Spirit, the word of God, wherein is contained the truth, the 
whole truth, and nothing but the truth. ♦< All scripture is given by 
inspiration of God, being able to make us wise unto salvati<»i through 
faith which is in Christ Jesus. "....2 Tim. iii. 16. 

See how the prirtcc of darkness tries O thou my sun, and thou my shield^ 
AU his malicious arts ; My soul in safety keep ; 

He spreads a mist around my eyes. Make haste, before mine eyes arc seal'd * 
And throws his fi'ry darts. In death's eternal sleep. 

Vol, L D 



30 JANUARY lU 

And qU4hey in the ^pkigoguCy when they heard^th&c things^u 
xeere filled with wrath.... Luke iv. 28. 

HuKAN nature) how low fallen in misery and wretchednesB ! 
y.et how high doth it rise in pride! Though the meek Lstob of God- 
is the preacher of sovereign grace and distinguishing love* yet the 
lyrath of man dares to exalt itself against his doctrine. Fury buist 
fprth like fire^ vengeance and resentment break the bounds of the 
law of Qod and man, and would have instantly put Jesus to death* 
. Pride is the first-bom of Lucifer: "Ye shall be as gods," hath 
tainted our whole nature with the cursed leaven, and will be the last 
enemy that is destroyed in us* Out of the abundance of pride in. the 
h^art, the mouth is opened against God's sovereign grace, discrimi- 
nating lovp, and divine dispensations. " Be stiU, and .know that I a|i^. 
Qpd/' isa lesspn the proud nature of man is averse to. " I will be 
gracious to whoi^ I Mill be^gracious, and will shew mericy cm whom 
Lwill shew mercy,".*..£xod. xxxiii* 19....th9ugh spo)&e from the 
mouth of the Lord, yet the hearts of sinners rise in wrath agsunst it: 
they logik with an evil eye upon the good pleasure of the Lordi and 
dfU'e challenge and call in question hi^ truths, and his d^a^ing^ with 
the children of .mep^ 

Di^qiple, thi^ d£^y, a. real likeness, atpuq picture of thy pro^di 
i:^ui:e is presented tp thy. view. Qehol^ thyself in thy proud breth- 
ren*, See thy natural aversion to the sovereignty of God's truths, 
and^y^ Sayiour's doctrines* A}1 these worshipping Jew^r priests 
a^ weU'as peopde, conoeived wrath even; in God's- house: yea^ their 
t^eniing hearts were spoiji filled witl) it against Jesus, a man who 
t^ld.them the trpth* The histories of the Sareptan widow and. 
Naaman the Assyrian, they were well acquainted with, but could not 
bo^r the doctrine of them* Good Hezekiah humbled hiipself for the 
p)dde of his heart....3 Chron. xxxii. 26....dp we not feel the stirring^, 
ofitalsp? O^ what cause, what daily cs^use for his practice* Stout 
Wic^'ds proceed froin unhvimbled hesuts* When our voices are heard 
oil y,gh agaipst God> sovereign determinations, it is a sad proof 
that our hearts are. not laid low with a sight and se^se of being guilty, 
b^ore God. Those who challei^e God's .p^orposes, have some plea 
. founded upon their own imaginary goodness. '^ Be clothed with 
humility ; for God resisteth the proud,^ ^d glveth grace to the hmn- 
ble.".... 1 Pet. V. 5. 

Shall man reply against the Lor^^ But, O my 80iil» if truth po,brigl^t 

And call his Maker's ways unjust \ Should dazzle and confound thy 4i2^1it« 

The thunder ofhis dreadful word Yet still his .w;;f^en will oltey. 

Can crush a thousii^^ wprlfM to dus^^ And wait th| fS^^^ fi^nwtiiXf* 



JANUARY 18. St 

Search ine, O 'Gody land know my Jteart : try me and know 
my thoughts^ and see if there be any wicked way in me^ 
and kad me in the way everlasting.... Psalm cxxxix. 
2S, 24. 

He that doth the truth cometh to the light, that his deeds maj^ 
be made manifest that they are wrought in God.".... John iii. 2 1 . This 
is an infallible touchstone of true conversion, giveh by the Oracle of 
truth. ^< He that trusteth to his own heart is a fool."....5Prov. xxviiii 
26. Sincerity may be attended with diffidence. Sincere upright 
souls know they have to d6 with a heart-searching God : t6 him they 
appeal, aiid desiVe \o be searched and tried by him. What afrails 
the soul, to obtain a favorable opinion from oiir vain feHow-nlor- 
tals, if we arie conscious ijl is not right within! What peace, what 
xiomfort, what joy, though meh approve, and the soul itself be ever 
so confident, while conscience testifies my ways do not please the 
Lord, my w^k is contrary to his will ! iTrae loVe to Jesus ^excites 
godly jealousy in the heart. 

While in the flesh, we are ever expoised to deceit fibm a subtle 
foe, a deceitful heart, and an ensnaring world, yea and from &hre 
teachers also. Intricate paths may present....darkness may' over- 
take....and Satan may thrust sore at the s6ul that it may f^, or be 
driven into by-ways of error and wickedness. Here is the wisdoni 
and patience of saints when they cannot see their way, to cry t6 
their guide.* Jesus is the way. ...the only way. ...the way everlasting; 
in which the saints in all ages walked to glory. Faith ih Jestts \k 
inconsistent with every wicked wiay. Though in our present staltc 
there is no entire freedom from sin, "which dwelleth in us ; conse- 
quently no perfection in righteousness performed by us:* yet the 
more we abide in Jesus, the closer we cleave to him, the more stcd- 
fastly we behold him, so much the more, through the grace of the 
holy Spirit, we shall be dead to sin, and alive to holiness. We shafl 
experience the ways of wisdom to be " ways of pleasioitnessj tctA 
all her paths to be paths of peace."....Prov. iii. 17. 'this is the end 
of simple-hearted, sincere souls, in their appeals at a throne of 
grace, that "with open face, beholding as in a glass the glolry of 
the Lord, they may be changed into the same image from glory t0 
glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lofd.*^.«..2 Cof • iii. 1 8. 

His spirit purifies our frame, let thy grace surround me «tiU, 

And seals ou^ peace with God j And like a bulwark prove, 

Jesus and hit salvAtiofl came To guard my soul from ev'i-y iU, 

By wfttef iui4 bj^ blood. Secured by sovereign love. 



32 JANUARY 1^. 

If ye continue in my U)ard^ then are ye my dkc^des m- 
deed...John nit. SI. 

As mutual love subsists between Jesus and his believing mem- 
bers, so there is a mutual choice of each other* Hence, saith the 
church, " I am my beloved's, and my beloved is mine. '.'••••Cant* vi* S. 
So also there is a mutual inhabitation ; every believer dwells in.Christt 
and Christ in him* This matter is only comfortably experienced by 
continuing in the truth. For '^ whosoever transgresseth, and abidetb 
not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God; he that abideth in the 
doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Scm."....3 John ix* 

Many profess to be disciples of Jesus in namie* But what profit is 
this ? If souls have not been sick of sin, alas^ Jesus will be a physi* 
cian of no value to them* If souls have not seen themselvea lost, 
their state accursed, and their case hopeless and desperate,. so that 
none but Jesus can restore and save them, they will but lightly 
esteem our Saviour* However precious Jesus is to others, he wil} 
be but little regarded by them* They may profess his word, but 
not being his disciples indeed, they -will not continue long; they 
will only follow him for a season* Ah, poor souls, how soon are 
tbey o^ended? Littje things put them to a stand* Trifles turn 
thetti buck. Temptations and trials prove what they are* Other 
objects engage their affections, and they presently fall quite awayi 
and follow the Lamb no more* 

Continuance in the truth is the touchstone of faith: thus only is it 
evidenced* Disciple, remember, ^^ if thou comest to serve the Lprd, 
prepare thy soul for temptation,".**.£ccles* ii* l****so surely as thou 
art a disciple in deed and in truth, thou must become a crucified 
servant of a crucified Lord* As thou hopest for the comforts of 
&ith, so expect the trials of ^Eiith, and the exercise of patience* 
Thou must abide the tribulations of Jesu's word, as well as its consc^ 
lations* The master deceives none* He tells us what we are to ex- 
pect ; every thing grievous to flesh and blood* But blessed be his 
gracious name and precious love, he hath bid us '^ fear not," and 
hath given us the most comfortable assurances* '^ I have redeemed 
theCf I have called thee by thy name ; thou art mine* When thou 
passest through the waters (of aflliction) I will be with thee.; and 
through the rivers (deep and oaemlMihning distress) they shall not 
overflow thee ; when thou walkest through the fire (fiery darts of 
Satan, hot temptations within, and burning malice of men without) 
thou shall not be burnt ; (like the burning bush, thou shalt not be 
consumed) neither shall the flame kindle upon thee." (Thou shalt 
be fire-proof*) Why all this safety in the midst of such dan^r? 
Most joyful reason! " For I am the Lord thy God, the Holy One of 
Israel, thy Saviour**'**.*Isa. xliii* 1, 2, 3* 



JANUARY 20. 53 

l^us saitit the Lord, Cursed^ the man that trusteth in 
marly aiid maketh flesh his army and whose heart departeth 
from the Lord.... J er. xvii. 5. 

• ' It is very remarkable^ after the prophet pronounces the curse 
of ccnfidin|y in the ilesh, and the blessedness of trusting in the Lord, 
he imme'diatelf adds, <^ The heart is deceitful above all things, and 
ijesperately wick€d-"...Jer. xviii. 9. Hencc.we may infer, that. the 
poison of pride, vain confidence in the flesh, and self-iighteous hopes^ 
may lurk under the most exalted pretensions to piety, holiness, and 
perfe€tion. This matter calls for great care isind circumspection* 
: ** As many as are of the works of the law (who in anywise seek to 
be Tnade righteous by doing) are under the curse."... Gal. iii. 10. 
Think not this contrary to the holiness of God to pronounce such to 
be cursed, as though the Lord did not hate sin, and love and approve . ' 

true holiness. No : but such deceive their own souls, and flatter 
themselves in their own sight. They dishonor the perfection of 
God's law, by bringing down its purity and spirituality to a level 
with their own works and obedience. They reject the righteousness 
ef Jestts, deny the faith of him, look to their own hoUness, ti*ust in 
themselves that they are righteous, confide in the power of the flesh, 
imd so their hearts tlepart from the Lord. Pride and self-exaltihg is 
at the bottom of all this. As thcfy appeal to the law, they must go to - 
the law, and hear its sentence, which sounds nothing but curse, and 
wrath, and hell. 

These are precious evangelical words of Luther: * So we teach 
mnd comfort the afHipted sinner. Brother, it is not possible for thee 
to become so righteous as to .feel no sin at all. In that thou dost feel 
and acknowledge it, it is a good token ; give thiols to God. Christ 
healeth them that are btc^en in heart, and saveth singers* Follow 
not the judgment of reason, which telleth thee, Christ is angry with 
sinners; but kill reason and believe in Christ, and the sin which re* 
maiheth in thee is pardoned for Christ's sake, in whom thou believes^ 
whose righteousness is thy righteousness ; and thy sin is his sin. £Terv 
christian is^ an high priest. This is the daily sacrifice of the New 
Testaiiient, which ifmst be offered up. The evening sacrifice is to 
kill reason : the morning sacrifice is to glorify God.' On Gal. iii. 6. 
^' Blessed is the man that trusteth in the Lord, and whose hope the 
Lord i8."....Jer. xvii. 7. 

' -^ 

I am the man who stood accurst ; But, Jefus, Lord, what hast thou done? 

My heart departed from the Lord: Turn me, a proud self-righteous foe. 
Flesh was my arm, pride was my lust : To trust in thee, and thee alone, 

'My just deserts to be abhorr'd. And all my former hopes forego. Bi. ^: 



ft 



5i JANUARY 21. 

IM us go forth tmio him wiihottt the camp, bearing hik 
reproach. ...Heb.xiii. 13. 

The profession of Jesus is easy to nature* There is nothing 
lissome to the fieah m being called a christian* But to know Jesu» 
in heart, to confess him with the tongue, and to follow him in our 
lifet win ever expose us to reproach and contempt* But if, witK 
Philip, we have really found that blessed him of whom Moses and 
the prophets wrote, we must, we shall speak of him to odiers* We 
shall esteem Jesuil our beloved as our richest treasure* Our hearts 
and affections will be going out after him* Moses' choice win be 
ours: ^^ We shall esteem the reproaches of Christ greater riches than 
the treasures of £gypt*" But fieshly wisdom i^ contrary to all this* 
That ever prompts, ^ Save thyse]f.*.*take care of thy good na6ie-** 
fear, lest that be caat out as evil****beware of thy character****go noC 
too far, thou wilt sustain damage. In the camp of this world, richest 
pleasures, «nd honors are enjoyed* Study the happy mean* Thotk 
mayest hold with the world, and yet not quit Jesus.' Nay, but thoQ 
canst not love and serve two such contrary masters: thou wilt soon 
grow tired of one o^the other* The inward glory «aid peace of Jesus 
will not, cannot be ^ijoyed but while the heart and affections are 
placed on him* The faith of Jesus is oontrary to the world, it can<% 
not be reconciled to its vain customs and sinful maxims* Nay, feilh 
is the victory that overc6meth the world. The* world is an enemy'* 
camp* A despised Nazarine is the christian's glory. To bear his 
reproach is our highest honor* 

The heaven-bom soul, though like a captive imprisoned in flesh) 
yet hath free access to Jesus by imth* So it endures present re- 
proaches, seeing him that is imdsible* And do we hope for future 
sight, and eternal fruition of him who endured the cross and despised 
the shame for us ? Let us take and bear his cross ; despised disciples 
let us be. Look down on the world Mdth contempt* Look up to 
Christ with joy. Go forth to meet him in love, O soul. Remember, 
ever bear oxt thy mind, Jesus went forth cheerfully to meet all his 
oonfilets and agonies for us* It is but a little while ere we shall go 
forth from the body ^^ to meet the Lord in the air, and so shall we be 
ever with the Lord*"***.l Thess. iv. 17. 



Whcrt I can read my title clear 
To mansions in the skies, 

I hid farewell to ev'ry fear, 
And wipe my weeping eye*. 



Should earth against my foul engage^ 
And hellish darts be hurPd» 

Then can I smile at Satan's rage. 
And face a frowning world. 



JANUARY 22* 15 

JPcr kis €mger ^ndurith but a moment : in hkfOoor is life. 
Weeping may endure for a nighty hut joy comeih in the 
morning.., ..Psalm xxx. 5. 

VbriIy here is a glorious assemblagpe of ooihfortiag Untfas like 
^ reyiving cordial of rich 'compounds to enliven drooping spirits* 
Toot too often do God's children judge of their Father's love, ixaui' 
<IQrrupt ideas* Thror(;h the carnality of their natures, the depravity 
qf their judgment^ the weakness of their faith, the uncertainty of their 
frames and feelings, and the artful insinuations of Satan, their loving 
Father is considered as an implacable being, full of wrath and-anger 
against them* But this is contrary to God's revelation of himself in* 
Christ Jesus as a God of love* So also is it injurious and hurtliil to 
the souls of the faithful; for it damps their love, distresses their 
sfurits^ deadens the exercise of their graces^ and hinders their increase 
in holinras; the essence of which is founded in the love of God* 
Therefore such views come not from God* But thus Satan gains an: 
advantage,' and triumphs over poor souls, with, ' There, there, so 
would I have it*' 

. Whati can the soul do? whither can he fly? what course can he 
take? AU. legal efforts are vain*M*creature acts ineffectuaU**from self 
and nature no hope can spring* What can he think? Tmly stand 
^unazed that he is out of hell* He cannot sink lower in his views of* 
l^mself, than what his juvt deserts are* But never so miserable can 
He be in hia own sight, but the grace of God in Christ Jesus is^l- 
sufficient to afford hope and help* In nature's despair, grace tri*^ 
omphs* A. sense of momentary, ai^er heightens returning &vor* 
The joy di the morning is improved by a past night of sorrow^ God 
eff& rests unchangeable in his love to hia people* This is the essence 
of gospel grace and truth* That we vary and fluctuate in our apfu^ 
he||0UOn of his love, is natural to our very existence, as old and new 
creatures* ^' But we have a more sure word of^prophesy^ whereumo 
ye do well thatye take heed,- as unto a light.that shineth in a dark 
p^pcf until the day dawn^ and the day ^tar; arise in your hearts*"****-- 
!^JPet. i* 1 9« ^ The testimony^ of Jesus is the spirit of prc^esy •".«** . 
IUv.;xix* 10* 

How will the pow'rs of darkness boast My hetrt shall feel thy love, and raise 
If but one praying soul be lost ! My cheerful voice to songs of praise. . 

But I Uave trusted in thy grace, Thy anger hut a moment stays i 

And shall again behold thy face. Thy love is life and length of daysi 

Whatever my fears or foes suggest* Tho' grief and tears the night employ* 
Thott art my hope, my joy, my rest; Thou, Morning-Star, restored my joy. 



36 JANUARY 25* 

O my God J my soul is cast dormi within me^: iker^im Will 
I remember thee from the land ofJordaUy and of the Her-^ 
moniteSy from the hill Mizar^..., Psalm xlii. 6. 

In times of dejection and distress^ tke thoughts of a dear friend) 
who has c(Mn£orte4 us in times past, tend to alleviate the onind* If 
we are as&ured of his love to us, we question not his rea^HnesS to 
assist US. So uiider the affecting loss of a dear brother, Mutha- 
addresses the Savimir, ^^ Lord, if thou hadst been here, my bnyther 
had not died.".... John xi. 2 1 . 

Inexpressible blessedness, to live in a holy familiarity with 'the 
God of lovei How simple are David's words! how fr«ely doth' he 
pour out his complaints, and tellGod df his sorrows! though hi»' 
soul was bowed down within htm, heaviness of mind beset hiin, the 
sweet sunshine of joy was overcast by the dark cloud of sorrow, yet 
faith!s piercing eye looks through all* Regardless of his own frames; 
and feelings, he has direct recourse to God. 

^ O my God, how sweet, how animating are appropriating idewr 
to tlie soul! Though cast down, though dejected in self, and all 
within heightens the gloom^ yet all above is hopeful and enccmrag* 
ing« Though no confidence about us, yet Jesus is be&re the throne." 
for us« 'I will not, I cannot, I dare not forget this* Rejoice not; 
over me, O mine enemj ; I will still, remember my God; my thoughts^ 
shall be yet towards him; my hope is in himf. my expectations, fr»m 
him. Though it is now dark, I will remember past times of light and 
love. Though now bowed down, yet my God has been the Iifter-up^ 
of my head. The light of his reconciled face in Jesus hath shined • 
upon me. Clouds may intercept my joyful views of this, but not * 
prevent hijs sight of me, nor turn away his love from me. My csuie ' 
is before him. My soul lies open to his view. The timesof refresh*- » 
ing shall come from his presence. He rests in his Love. Sudi aire' 
the reasonings of faith. Departed saints' experience should enoowuge * 
living saints* confidence. Cast down, mourning souls, whei^ they ' 
enjoy not God's comforts, should meditate on his. loving. puiposes^r 
^cb promises, and free grace in Christ Jesus ; holding fast by 4he - 
yrord of his truth, " God is faithful, by whom ye were called Into •the . 
fellowship of his son Jesus Christ our Lord.".... 1 Cor. i. 9* 

Amidst temptations sharp and long The gospel bears my spirit up; 

My soul to this dear refuge fltcsi " A faithful and unchanging God 
Ho|)e is my^anChoT firm and strong. Lays the foundation for ray hope ' ' 
.While tempests blow and billows rise. In oath8» and promisesi^ and blood. -; 



1: 



JANUARY n. ST 

J^m^yi th^ thrat^h iky truths thy word is tr%thuvJ<^hn 
xvii. 17. . : • ' ^ 

Thus prated our great High Priest on earth. What he asked 
mlHS humiliatiDiit is founded upon the Word and will of his Father f 
and he hath power to effect in his exaltation. Hence we have the 
fiilleat assurance of the perfect sanctification of .all his'<menibers* 
Heace the desires and breathings of souls after holiness are encou- 
raged; and the prayers of the fieuthful gather the strongest confi- 
dence of success- 
While our beloved expresses his affectionate concern for his peo« 
ple*a salvation, we see an equal regard for the honor and glory o£ 
his Father's word. Love for holiness, and love -dP the. truth are iiH 
separable. As the gospel prevails in the heart, holiness is increased* 
It is first life, then liveliness in the soul: it is the ministration. 
oi the ^irit in the sanctification of the spirit. Whatever 'working 
^e find of the Spirit in the heart, it is by the word of truth. ThQ 
Ufe of beHevers is from Christ, who is the truth; therefore in* 
ereaaing light, refreshing comforts, stronger affections shall abound^ 
and all by that same law of grace and truth, whereby the soul waa 
at first eonvei^edto the fkith of J^sus. 'VThe law of the Lord, is 
perfecty converting the soul, making wise the simple, rejoicing the 
heart, enlightening the eyes.7«...Psalm xix. 7, 8. 
.' There is a peculiar glory in the order <^ salvation, ^ God hath 
chosen us from the beginning (before the foundation of the world) 
to salvation/' But how is this made manifest? only <* through sane-*, 
tffication of the Spirit, and belief of the truth. *'....2 Thess. ii. 13. 
Thus^liedth and holiness flow from electing love. So every word of 
God's truth is*pri:&ed; and the fulfilment of every promise is ex- 
pected.. We love the truth, because it discovers God's most ancient 
love to us in Christ: it .reveals Christ's righteousness to us for. 
QUr- jiistificati<m^ revives our hearts with the knowledge of pardon 
by hi^ bloo^' and the certainty of full sanctification and perfect glory: 
tilffougbbisiiftercession. So Jesus prayed....so we believe....so poor 
shmers are saved. Saved, unspeakable mercy! saved from the! 
po^er of sin- and the prevalence of pride. Happy the heart where 
the \ovQ of holiness prevails agreeable to the word of truth. Dread- 
ful delusion I when the truth is held in unrighteousness; or zeal for. 
holine/5s is contended for, while the truths of electing love, Christ's 
righteousness, his members' certain salvation are opposed and> de-t 
nied. Glory to the Father for his everlasting love. Glory to Jesus 
for his justifying righteousness and atoning blood. Glory to the 
Spirit; for his sanctifying influences will ever be ascribed to them by 
truly sanctified hearts. ^' What God hath joined together, let no 
man put asunder«"*..;Matt. xix. 6. 
Vol. L E 



38 JANUA&Y 25. 

Whosoever he be of you that forsaketh $fOt aU that he batH^ 
he cannot be my disciple.... Luke xiv. 33. 

^< Ma&v£l not that I said unto thee. Ye must be born 4igam," 
«aitk Chiist»«**Jo)m iii* 7. The blessed eflOscts of this spiritual birtH 
will be evident in the U£e« Earthly objects will be forsaken: hea- 
venly ones prized. Jesus will be chosen ^s our beloved master and 
only hope. He being esteemed our treasure, our hearts will be with 
him, our affections towards him ; and it will be pur chiefest delight 
to hear his voice, and to follow him in the regeneration* Coming; 
to Christ, is turning our backs upon the ^^ lust of the fiesh, the lust 
ttl the eye, and the pride of life." By the faith of Jesus we rej^ounce 
and . forsake all these things as our curse and shame* The clearer 
views we have of Christ's glory, and the stronger our iaith is in 
him, so much the more we become dead to all things beside him* 
fhus it is manifest who are the disciples of Jesus. Their master so 
teacheth them* We have need to pray daily, Sun pf righteousness, 
shine brighter on our minds I Lord, increase our faith! For the 
fiesh, with its affections and lusts, still abide with us ; and sis tho 
Kfb of Jesus increaseth through faith in the heart, so shall we more 
and more groan under whatev'er is contrary thereto. The victory ia 
obtained only through faith. In its nature very sioaple, but in its 
fruits aod effects most compvehensive. For hereby we enjoy more 
happiness and comfort in Christ, than 111 that this present world can 
give us. Ye sons of earth, ye disdain us ; we pity you. As ye are 
HOW, so once were we. We enjoyed your carnal giatifications, &Rd 
feasted on your vain delights too, too long^ We confess it, and 
g^eve for it. Now we have found Jesus. We have another and a 
better \\jkm In dii^ne pleasui^s, spiritual joys &oin Christ, and 
sweet conuBunion with him, we anticipate future glory. We enjoj 
a heaven of comfort in a world of sorrow. Therefore, in forsaking 
all, we gain all. In following Jesus, thou^ painful and grie^vous' 
tp the fiesh, yet it is consc4ation and jay to the life of our souls. 
' Experience will ever prove, that he w^o walks most by faith, wit! 
be the most comfortable disciple. He who lives nearest Christ in 
£uth, will follow him closest in love ; and consequently keep at the 
greatest distance from the world's y^ pleasures, and the carnal 
delights of the fiesh. ^ If ye live after the deeh, ye shall die: but 
if ye, throu^ the spirit, do mordfy the d^eds of the body> ye shall 
Uve«"«M»Rom« viii. 13. 

Mistaken souls that dceam of he^^v'n^ F^Uh m^s^ ej^tfy %}i*ir Faflii«»*4 WtS/ 

And make their empty boast As wdl ^|^ t4ru3t tiLis g^ace} 

df mw*rd joys and s'likt ior^iv'n A p*rd*ni»ig God ia |ealo\i9 still 

■ Whiie th«y iij^ slav^ o^ last I ior tns bwa holiness. 



.MNUARY 26. S9 

Who gave himseff a ransom for all, to be testified in due 
time. ..A Tim. ». 6. 

' - 

The gospel is quite sufficient to answer every objection, and 
to silence every cavil against salvation by Christ. This sacred oracle 
we are to consult day after day. Do we ask. Why are any sinners 
saved? It assures us God hath loved them ; this is the cause* H 
we enquire how God doth save them ? It tells us, It is in a way of 
strict justice, consistent with the honor of Gkxl's law, the peifec^ 
tioA of hi^ righteousness, holiness, and truth. Therefore redemp- 
tion is, by stipuli^ed price, the blood of the covenant, the precious 
blood of Christ an* a Lamb without spot. Do we seek to know who 
iu*e the redeenled of the Lord? Jesus assures us << he gave his life a 
Tansotn for tiiany^'....Matt. xx. 28....even for all whom the Father 
liatli ^ven him. 

The word of God mentions no one in par^cular; but sets fortih 
salvation in general and extensive terms....it is exactly suited to the 
most vile and accursed state of sinners....it is pei^fectly sufficient to 
relieve the ibind, encourage hope, forUd despair, under a sense of 
the most complicated sins and accumulated guilt of lost, wretched, 
and undcme souU; for the ransom of Jesus is sufficient, is all-suffi- 
cient. The ^Vice he pcdd for our redemption is fully equivalent to 
satisfy for all our transgressions, and to answer every demand of 
law and justice. To this very end Christ gave himself. So is he 
testified of \A the gospel of grace. This essential and important 
lenquiry. Have I redemption in the blood of Christ, ev^i the for- 
giveness of my sins ? is also explicitly answeredf....or ^< he that be- 
lievdl&, shall be saved"....^^ he is justified from all things%" Thus 
the Holy Ghost testifies in the word. Where this is received and 
l>elieved in the heart, the same Spirit also bears witness to it with 
our spirit^. And the faith of God's elect is evidenced, by bringing 
jorth the fruits of the Spirit. 

There is a time, a due time, when Christ shall be thus testified of 
to the souls of all God's chosen. The ransom-price being paid, he 
will set the captives free, and <^ say to the prisoners, go forth ; to 
tkem that are in darkness, shew yourselves. They shall feed in the 
ways (of light and truth}; and their pastures shall be in all high 
^places (even the mnimtauis of consolation and the hills of joy)* 
They si^ail not hunger nor thirst (after any other hope but Jesus): 
neither shall the heat, nor the sun smite them ; (trials and afflictions 
shall profit them) ; he that hath mercy upon them shall lead them : 
{ihcf tSbHH HDt- be left to walk in their own crooked ways) : but hy the 
' springs of wstter' (of refreshment and holiness) shall he ^Me 
them*".«Jsa> xlix* 9, 10. 



40 JANUARY 27. 

And Jestis said unto theniy xchen ye pray, say^ Our Fatha^ 
tvhidi art in heaven, 9iC....Luke xi. 2. 

Faith in the heart excites prayer from the lips. So the fidth 
6f God's elect manifests itself. It cometh from the Lord the Spirit. 
By it the soal is led to Jesus the mediator; and by hixn to God th^ 
Father* So each person in the Godhead is kiioDm, worshipped, mnd 
glorified by believing souls. While we see and feel nothing of otir 
misery and wants, no marvel prayer ii* an irksome task* From a 
sight of ourselves, and the knowledge of Jesus, we come to him 
daily with sifmplicity of heart, Master, teach us to pray! It is the 
highest honor, the sweetest privilege, the most blessed ex^rci&e of 
the soul to draw nigh to God. What greater on earth than to coiae 
tp the thrcAie of the King of kings? And that fear and shame may 
not beset and keep us back, knowing our vile nature* and si^&l 
practice, hear our Lord and Saviour's encouraging direction, ^' When 
ye pray, say, Our Father." &c. » 

And can it be, that I, a child of wrath l)y nature, a son of perdl^ 
tionby sin, a vassal and slave of Satan by practice, and accursed by 
the holy law ; can it be that God will own me, hear me, and bless me 
as his child? Yes ; grace triumphs over nature's deserts; love gtories' 
over creature's demerits. The lips of truth have said it, and who 
shall dare reverse it? By the sword of the Spirit slay the unbelief 
ctf thy heatt. What Jesus hath taught his disdples to call God, that 
he is to them. As Jesus is the Saviour of all men, but especially 
of them that believe, so God is the Universal Parent of all; but iw 
i&i" especial manner, the Father of all the dear members of hi» 
beloved Son. A Father by covenant love, by election of gracei^^^by 
precious promise....by strict juistice. A Father in holiness and truth, 
because of the suretyship of Jesus....the righteousness of Jesus..**, 
the atonement of Jesus....the holiness of Jesus. And thie w^^est^ 
.feeblest member in the faith of Christ, possesseth Jesus, with afl- 
his blessings, as man and mediator. Hence God is their Father : 
He loveth them with complacency and delight. The paternal aflbc* 
tkins' of his heart yearn over them. Children's hearts should con- 
tinually be drawn out to their Father in holy afFectioiij fervent*' 
desires, and humble confidence* Nothing doubting, but gathering 
^1 confidence of hope,' as being taught by Jesus, ^' In whom we- 
have boldness and access with confidence bv the feitk of him» ";••«« 

m 

Eph. iii. 12. 

Lordt I address thy heav'nly thrane ; There shed thy ch<yice«t loves abroad*/ ' 
Call me a child of thine; And make my comforti^etroififfY 

Send down the Spirit of thy Son Then shall 1 say. My Father, Godr ': ■ 
To form my bo4i1 divine. With kn unwav'riiig tongue. 



JANUARY 28. 41 

Yt^ave need of patience ; thai after ye haw done the zoHl 
ofGody ye 7night receive the promise... Meb. x. 36. 

Ame the christian's exercises great, and his patience small? 
Tet can he ever be at. a loss to know by whom this grace is increased ? 
Verily ^theliwd he serveth is. " the God of patience^"— .Rom* xv. 5« 
Hath he need of patience? Hear the Comforter VdeclaratioQ, by 
SL Papul:''*My God shall supply all your need, acc<»rding to hb 
riches m-^ery." Mind, disciple, this is covenant meroy; tfa^re* 
fere, wiUi every other grace it comes through a Mediator: hence 
it is added, " by Jesus Christ*"..,.Phil. iv. 19. " Wedo the will of 
God when we believe on. the name of his Son Jesus, and love one 
aaotber«".f. 1 J<^in iii* 33. <^ And all the promises are in Chnst 
jesas, yea an<| am6n,v sure and certain to every believing souh ^ Bf 
{aith we have the earnest of eternal life." " Having received the 
Erstfruits^ the harvest shall follow in due season." But there am; 
many conflicts to be engaged in, a great sight of afflictions to be 
endntfed on earth, before we shall be crowned in glory; therefore, 
l^ti^ice is necessary. Patience must have its perfect work* By 
fdtlv we s«aBd.*««by patience we endure. Believing, we look forward 
inhopQ; this brings patience in sufferings. 

But Satan has a very poignant dart, which he dared to cast at Jesus ; 
no^mfljnrel l^at he shoots it against us also....^ If thou be the Son ol 
God,'* why doth thy loving Father suffer such distress and affiictiom 
to fall on thee? Faith c^n answer, All is my Father's will: Allifti 
&om bi»love»..«all shall be to his glory; and aU shall be for the good 
itfid profit of my soul*. I cannot doubt his love....I dare not murmui^ 
ag^oist hia dispensations... .1 desire patience under alL*..I will^not cast 
away ^y cenfidence**««time is short....sufferings are bqt for a mo^. 
ment»*»ttenuty isnear**..afBictions are not worthy to be compared. 
^tk:tf)^ gh^ry that shall be revealed in us. ^^ Through Jesus, we 
bliv^ ttocess by fsdth into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in 
Irope of? ifce glory, of God."—." We glory in tribulaticui, knowing 
iha6.tribriation werketh patieiv:e."—-Rom vi. 3, 3. " Yet a little, 
whiley and he that sh^l come will come, and will not tarry* Now 
the just shdUilive by faith. "*...Heb« x« 37, 3a* Christ accomplish^h 
t!i6 most glorious. things in us by degrees* Patience must endure. 
1h» wiuie militacy exercise. It is as necessary aa iaith to Uie en* 
foyjaient of the p^mised inheritance* " Through fiuth and patience 
we shall inherit the promises."....Heh. vi. 12. 

n;j^^od that Jifit^ our comffurts higb» If sraUlog mercy crown onr Uves^ 
Or (tskkft^hemto the grave ; It9 praises shall be spread; 

He gtveffr and (blessed b^ his name) And we'U adore the justice too 
He takes jittt what he.save4 . That strikes pur comforts dead. 



«6 JANUARY 29. 

He that beiieveth on hithy is itot€oi^mmd.,.Johnvk\. 8.; .: 

Dost thou believe on the Son of God? is the irtost important 
^<ie«iion ita the wol'ld. Faith in Jeisas is the " one thilig needful." 
Without th!j» the dar of life is a state of sin and condemnatiotn 
The night of death, full of terror; and the day of judgment, tncKlt 
tItieadUuK It cannot- be otherwise* As we are a}I malefactors, uBcier 
the sentence of the lawj the thotig^s of execution must be most 
aiarming* But * what tlie eye doth not see, the heart d«oth not rtie»* 
Sin naturaliy blinds men's eyes, hardbns their hearts ; and vaki seU^ 
riglU^ous hopes deceive their soul's into an insensibility of thieit' 
undone stat& 

What a special mercy to know one's self!' what distingoi^ng^ 
l^rade to know Jesus ! what peculiar favor to know ofte is delivered 
from condemnation by hito ! This is the joyful privilege of every 
lidiever. Thoilghthe law condemns him as a transgresrsor, yet God 
tdkMhtnot itltpute sin, but imputeth righteousness untio him : a righte- 
^OQsnessfwhidi is equivalent to every demand of the law; even the 
pcfrfect righteousness of the ever^biessed man- and mediator Jesna^ 
imr brother, our suret}^ in the fleshy Therefore we aare not conw 
^mned. 

Sio eann^t enttdemn^tfs; k is all at<»iedfQr by the blood of Jesus^ 
ThfrliEiw canfibt condemn us; ^at is satisfied-: yea more, it is magr> 
Ittiedranc!^ made honorable by the obedience of the God-man Jesos^ 
itKfD^ s<» than- it could have been by aM^ the obedience of a world of 
jwMcetit -spodess^ t&aints^ or of the wh<rfe company of the heavenly 
-hos^ ^ afikgels aM archangels* The jus^ce of God ^asxoxA coiv^ 
^lemiMiBi for vthat <^Marge can ^e strictest justice iM^ing against 
ja> rig)ite(M9 pfersen? God'sr faithfulness and truth cannot G<»idera% 
the^^ «pe eiR^aged in the behalf of the righteous. ^ God is ftuthful 
And. juftttofbrgive Irs;" and his love aiM! mercy embrace such oa 
,«*very" sHt ; for the righteous Lord- lovetSi rigUteciusnesSi 

SuOy^ thus i^ the manblessed that bielieVi6th in Jesuss Ri^rhteous ift 
4I^tist, thl*<mglrfQ|th; yet not fkith, but Jesus is his rig^teo^nessh. 
By faith- he ever glories inJjesus ais hivadl m alh He that abides 
Ift J^etefi, ai|ciys^..*.What? perfoct freodottif frdm the beiiig of sin? 
"H^u But? this Uessudnes», peifect freedom from all condeimnatioiRi 
ibaraftii*t HeEbriiigs feith fruit to the glory of God; he is- ati heir of 
^^^thcf mheritaivte amouffthem who are^^aoidtiied by. the fiasth" iHiiefr 
is in Jesus."«..«Acts xxvir 18* 

WhatfiAiK)ii taasv trpolteitf iti the wotd; Who«haiUooodeMia?7attktoTd)fcri«^' 
Apply unroimy^consotenee, twd^ ; I have a friend* beycnid the skies s 
That f«ith iwsf y tx^ btfck the tmM, \ If Satoaj stn, axtd la^ btfset, 
Andl«v«»a«djey^ Miidpeiboe aboaad; My Surety diptb.finiMJfc«cqtt^ '21. 



JANUARY 36* 43 

7Ji0 wicked ftee xchen ne man pursueth ; but the righteous 
are bald as a bon....Prov. xxviii. 1. 

Watchful end bold, is the christiati's motto* Watchful^ to 
avoid sin; bold, to resist the enemies of his soul. For he is engagtti* 
in a righteous cause, animated by righteous hopes, made righteous 
by a righteous Lord; from whom he derives all his strength and 
courage. ^ In Jehovah (Jesus) have I righteiMisness and strength*^ 
•.•.Isa. kIv* 34. This is the glorying of his soul. • Not his owa-. 
inherent strength, nor his own personal righteousness, are the cause 
. 4lf his fortitude ; but the arm of Jehqvah is his shield, and the perfect 
righteousness of Jesus is his breast-plate of defence against every 
enemy* Being cleansed from guilt by the bkiod of Jesus, ^id 
clothed with his righteousness, by faith the soul experiences a 
holy boldness at a throne of grace. •••appeals against the fury of 
Ihe e^emy and oppressor*...and finds supplies of stren^h in every 
time of need. This is the life of faith. So believers grow stron|| 
(not in conceit of what they are in themselves, but) ^^ strong in tiie 
grace which is in Christ Jesus.. -strong Hi the Lord, and in the 
Bower of hfis might.** 

Thus rightecHisness insures with courage and boldness. Such^ia 
Uie cemlbrt-of faithful souls« All the glory is due to Jesus, from 
whom the Spirit of love, power, and of a sound mkid, is given- 
nnto his righteous ehildr^ The action of Joseph of Arimathen, is 
[ lecorded wkh a^ emphasis upon his courage: ^^ He went in bcddif 

to Pilate, and craved the body of Jesus«"*.*«Mark x^. 43* Here 
was boldness in the midst <tf danger....an act of faith, in the face of 
fbes..««a token of love, without fear or shame of the greatest ene* 
^ies to Jesus* Buit ^ he was waiting for the kingdom o£ God*" 
' ^ T^e boldness of Peter and John astonished the Jewish sanhe-^ 
^tkn, who took luiowledge of them, that they had been with Jesus. '^ 
•M^Acts iv: 12. Haw we been with Jesus, in the faith of our souls i 
Are we :wakitig fot the comkig of his kingdom ? Shall we then be 
a&»idof the worms of the earth ? ashamed of our Master, his crossy 
or his ways ? Fort>id it. Lord ! ins]^re our souls with boldness, that 
with David we may triumph : The Lord is my light and my saiva* 
tieti} Whom shaU I fear ? the Lord is the strength of my life, of 
whom nbf^ I be afraid t Though an host shall «neamp against me, 
mine heart shall not fear; though war sho^ld rise against me^ in 
this vidll I be co|:)iident.'*....p$alm xxvii. 1, 3. 

U M^ilS^apgr ;ibiugbty J^ng ? ThU inaket me tK)ld before his tkrQpe, ' 

' .yot^ii^ fwbid toy fcv I Ye?i jjold my foc^ to face ; 

Wl^ foes shall put my soul to Qight 1 I flee to Chriat...XQrd, make me stami, 
tfis ng^te^iimeM I wcsr. By thine aliaighty grace. M. 
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M JANUARY 31.: 

ChrisCs kotfse are tve, if we kold fast the confidence, miH 
the rejoicing of the hdpe\firm titUo the end....Heb. iiufi. 

Ti^8 tabernacley with its iiimitttre—.the ark of the <iaTei|ant..*« 
fihc Institution of sacrificesy &c. were appointed by Jehovah) to shev 
th^ nature of his house*..*to ty^ufy God's dwelling in the human 
imture of Jesus....his sacrifice for and special presence with the 
household of faith. David asks, *^ Lord, who shall dwell with thee^' 
••••Psalm xv^ !• . The answer is. Only those whose hearts are fiiri 
nished 'with the graces of Jestis^ and whose lives evidence it. 

: It bespeaks a person's propriety of and delight of residence in a 
house, when he adorns and furnishes it« This Jesus doth by the 
hearts of all his members* He is our brother in flesh* He com-^ 
plies with \^s own command. When thou iettest a servant go free* 
<^ thou shah furnish him liberally. "••-Deut. xv« 14. Out of the full* 
ness of Jesus, most liberally, his members receive grace for grace* 
Hence they have the confidence of faith, the rejcgcing of hope. 

. But why doth the apostle put an if here? Is it to weaken our 
confidence and damp our joys, as though Jesus was not foithful to 
us? or that our own efforts could make salvation more secure than, 
his blood and righteousness have?* Is it to keep us always in a state 
of diffidence and uncertainty? Far from it; this would counteract 
the grace of Jesus^ weakcfn faith and hope in him, and strengthen- 
the pride and vain glory of us sinners, as though Jesus was thefcun* 
datibn, but our own arm, our own fsdthfiilness was to raise the 
superstructure, and bring forth the head-stone of salvation with- 
Shoutings, not of grace, grace to him ; but glory, glory to us. Most 
detestable thought! 

We are assured that all those whose names are written in the 
Lamb's book' of life, shall en|:er into his glory ••••Rev. xxi. 37. 
There are ho J&, ' no doubt of this. But who is of that happy nui^n^ 
tier? This we can ca\ly know by the Spirit given unto. us, whev^y, 
we cleave unto Jesus, in heart, and affection as our only- hopei 
renounce both the ^righteousness and sinftihiess of the fl<^) and: 
continue to hold fast and persevere in the &itfa( of the gospel; ^^ and^ 
walk worthy of the vocation whei^withrwe are called. ''..>.Eph« iv. K 
^ Wherefore, brethren, give diligence to .make your calling and^ 
election sure; for if ye do these things^ ye shall never iaU.'*w.« 
3 Pet. i. 10. / . : 

Hold fast your trust, retain your hope, All of thy house shall persevere, . ^ 
.In spite of S^tan anjd of sin ; , They of tUy fulness shajl partake ; 

Thus honor Christ your Saviour's word, Thy word is try'd, thy promise lUiTf 
' Till you his glorious kingdom win. . Thou» Lord, thine own wilt nelar . 

■ forsake* . M^ * 
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FEBRUARY 1. 4i 

Smct^y the Lord qf hosts himself, andletfUmbeyourfsar^ 
kthim be your dread.., Jsa. viii. 13. 



Iir ooDseqaence of a blessed union betv^ecn Jesus and hiA belier* 
im; members, the word discoTers the sweet conoord and -ddiflll 
tlist mutually subsists in the heart to each other* Thus of old il 
is declared, ^The Lord's portion is his people* ^'««««I>eut. xxxvu 9* 
And the church claims Jesus under the same appellation : ^^ The LonI 
is my porticm, saith my soul«"«.*«Lam. iii* 24 ^^Ye shall be to me a 
holy nation* "••••£xod. xix* 6. <^ I will dwell in them, and walk \i^ 
them/' saith our gracious Immanuel* Therefore, such liighly 
&vored ^ouls are called to the most special and peculiar advice on 
earth ere they attain the perfect enjoyment of Jesus in glory* What 
more exalted pitch of honor, than for creatures of a day to sanctii^ 
Uie Lord of the heavenly hosts, the Lord of the armies of the whole 
earth? 

Is Jesus the L<ird thy God? worship thou him; give him the 
glory due tinto his name* The heart is his temple \ there sanctify 
tiiy Lord* Separate every idol of self-righteousness, every vaii) 
J^etension, every boasted plea for mercy, but what is in Jesus, and 
lows through him* Spurn from thee all things else as detestabloi 
that would rival Jesus, detract from his glory, or cast a veil over 
his fknshed sidvation, by the life of his obedience, and the blood of 
his atonement* 

^ Rejoice in the Lord always, and again I say rejoice,"****Phil« iv* 4 
••••but rejoice with trembling; for the Lord our God is a holy God. 
Fear his frown, dread his displeasure, stand in awe of his majesty 
daily* The righteousness, the peace, the joy of the soul is from 
him$ therefore thy heart should be ever towards him*****thy eye 
lookii^ up to him*-«thy affections placed upon him^**.thy hands 
labouring to work those things which are well-pleasing in his sight 
«M*amt thy feet running the way of his commandments with delight* 
But,.. who is sufficient for these things? FtK>m daily experience we 
are constrained to confess^ ^' when I would do gopc^ evil is pi:esea^ 
with iQ<*" This is humbling, but not discpuraging* Thy Master 
knows thy' compound 8tate«#**the desire to good is from him**-the 
evil from thyself Inspired Paul is upon a level with the weakest 
believer, alike naturally proiie to evil, destitute of inherent power ; 
but yet saith he, ^< I can do all things through Christ, who strengU^« 
eneth me."..**Phil* iy* 13* This is the daily exercise of faith, to 
oppose' Christ's righteousness to the fbeling of sin : the sanetifica- 
d^ 9f the Spirit to every lust: the strength of Jehovah to the 
'Malm^s of nature* For this is the hope, the joy, the triumph df 
evcJ^ believer, " In the Lord shall all the seed of Israel be justified, 
and shall glory«'\**^Isa# xlv^ 25* 

Vol. L F 



48 FEBRUARY 2. 

» 

Dearhf jbeloved^ J beseech you (jls strangers and pUgrinis^^ 
abstain from f^shbf lusts, which war against the soul..., 
iPet/n. 11. 

* > 

The soul of every disciple of Jesus is most dearly beloved by 
the holy Trinity. . It is a precious jewel in the eyes of the loving 
Father, the redeeming Son, and the sanctifying Spirit; who all 
unite to make it happy. But it hath a world of enemies. Yea, it i& 
at present in the closest and nearest relation to one of its greatest 
foes, the flesh ; the lust and desii^es of which are at continual war 
against the peace, comfort, and welfare of the soul. Therefore, O 
christiaq, thy best friend sounds an alarm of love, gives . thee a 
dehortation of kindness: " Abstain from fleshly lusts." He knows 
what great hurt compliance with and indulgence in them will do 
thee; thou wilt surely smart and be sorely grieved for it. Destroy 
thee, they shall not; but distress thee, like the prevailings of a 
bitter enemy, they will. Consider, beloved christians, we are 
strangers and pilgrims, sojourning and passing through a strange 
Jand and foreign country ; our clothing is, Christ and his righteous- 
ness ; our food, Christ and his fulness ; our staff", Christ and his 
promises; our rule, the word of Christ; our guide, the Spirit of 
Christ; the place whither we are bound, is heaven, a^better country, 
our father's house, the inheritance of our friends and brethren. 

Settle this in your minds. Meditate daily on your calling, your 
Jiope, your heaven, where your treasure is. Where should yotir 
.affections and delight be? Not on earth, this is not your rest, it is 
polluted ; not in the flesh, this is to be denied, its motions abstained 
from, its lusts and affections crucified daily. Know the flesh as 
thine enemy, treat it as such, keep it under ; in it " dwells no good 
thing".«..its lustings and desires cannot but be evil continually*.** 
they will never cease to oppose the spirit, the life and liberty of thy 
soul; they are ever at war against the peace, consolation, axKljoy^ 
which is in Christ Jesus. Daily victory is joyful triumph. Therfer 
fore ever consider the need of following this advice: "Put on the 
whole armour of God.**....Eph. vi. 11, Feeling foes within, and 
being at war against them, is a sure evidence of a good soldier of 
Jesus Christ. " Fight the good fight of faith.*' 

This nifc's a dream, an empty show ; And flesh and sin no more comroul 
But the bright world to which I go. The sacred pleasures of the souL 
Hath joys ««b5tanriai and sincere : ^ ^^^^ ^^^ ,i^^^, l„ ^^ ^^^ . 
When shall I walei^ and find me there? TiU the last trumpet's joyful sound , . 
O glorious hour ! O blest abode ! Then burst the chains, with sweet sur- 

IfihalibensurandUkemyGod, AndiamySaviour'aimajjcrise. Qprigc^ 



FEBRUARY 3. 4f 

Who can tmderstand his errors ? Cleanse thou me from my 
' secret faults. Keep back thy servant also from presump- 
tuous sins ; let tiiem not have dominion over me..., Psalm 
XIX. 12, 13. 

As faith gives a holy boldness at the throne of grace> so the 
regenerate soul is open and ingenuous in confession of sin. When 
«in is dethroned in the heart, its errors are its concerns; the most 
secret faults bow it in humility before the Lamb. To his precious 
blood the believer has recourse for cleansing; he has daily need of it« 
He cannot, understand all his errors. Many secret faults cleave unto 
hiin. He is sensible that even these must be washed away , lest the]r 
defile his conscience, aad spread a cloud over his mind. It is the 
peculiar wisdom of disciples, not only to observe the bud, blossom, 
and fruit of sin, but also to consider the evil root, the polluted 
nature from which it springs. Here is the exercise of watchfulness. 
.This calls for their daily prayer to be kept by the power of God. 
. Ha^y souls I who, under a sense of peace through the blood of 
Jesus, are daily praying to be kept by the grace of the Spirit. ' Such 
truly know th;emselves.«..see their danger of falling....will not, dare 
not palliate or lessen the odious nature and hateful deformity of their 
sin. They will not give a softer name to sin than it deserves, lest 
they depreciate the. infinite value of that precious blood which Jesu» 

. shed to atone its guilt. Far will they be from flattermg themselves^ 
into a deceitful notion that they are perfect, and have no sin in themw 

:• The Spirit of truth delivers them from such errors..«.he teacheth 
them as poor sinners to look to the Saviour, and to beseech him ta 

. keep back the headstrong passions, the unruly lusts, and evil con-i 

. cupiscences which dwell in their sinful natures. Alas! the most 
exalted saint, the most established believer, if left to himself, how 

, toon might the blackest crimes, the most presumptuous sins, get 
the dominion over him ? David had woful experience of this for a 
tea8<m* He prays from a heartfelt sense of past misery, and the 
dread of fiiti^re danger. And he found the blessing of that covenant- 
proi^e: O belieyer, may it be the exercise of thy faith daily to live 
Hpon it, daily to plead it before thy Saviour! ^^ Sin shall not have 
dominion over you ; for ye are not under the law, but under grace.'*- 
.;wRom« vi« 14* Why shall not sin k>rd it over the conscience of a 
Miever? Truly, because the grace of Jesus reigns for him, and 
withtli hinu For he saith, ^' I will put my fear in their hearts, that 
they shall not depart from ME.'«'....Jer. xxxii. 40. 

b whd can ever find Warn me of evVy liiit * \^ -' 

The errors of hit ways ? Foi^ive my secret faults, 

Tet With a bold presuiAptaous mind ' And cleanse this guilty soul pf mine» * 

I woold not 4are. traasgrtss^ Whose crimes exceed my tho«ghn& 



U . FEBRUARY 4. 

(f yelMefnCy keep my cammandmdnts. Jnd J wiU pfcgi 
the Father^ and he shall gtve you another camf^Ur^ 
that he may abide with you for ever ; even the Spirit cf 
truth...John \iv. I5y SCc. 

. He would be a traitor Imd a rebel Vrho $hOuid dare to net tip hit 
•tandard in £ngland> and demand allegiance from the king's . tab» 
jectSi and require obedience to his commands, who had no rig;btto 
the crown« So Jesus, if he is not King of kikqs avo Loho.ov 
i.0RD8M»*the King of saint8».*«the living and true God; but xMyA 
mere man^ a Prophet mighty in word and in deed, a yeiy g9o4 
man, vho taught the .best morals, and set us a good examfi^^ 
as some proud, vidn, ignorant creatures pretend; verUy, if :thi% 
were all, >e> christians, could see no goodness in him* But he 
Irouid be a bold usurper against the one eternal Jehovah, striving 
to alienate the affections of the heart, and the obedience of the Hfe 
from Gob, .whom ye are conunanded to love and iierve o&ly. 
Therefore, 5^ If ye love me, keep mt <x>mmandments," saith Jehovah 
the mighty God, by the wonderful tnaH Christ Jestis* ^isqpiei 
know his voice* In love, he hath done aH things for their saltation* 
From love, he required all of them in duty* Obedience wit^otxt loive 
TOi slavery-: Love without obedience is dissimulation* la keeping loa- 
commandments there is great reward, enjoyed in present ^ence, 
«acpected in future hope ; both are the fruits of free grace and unme- 
yited love, and secured by precious promises. ( . 

While others might hear of Jesus, and talk of the tmrafcles Jestia 
wtonght in the days of his flesh ; yet those disciples only, who werfe 
ebe^ent to his call and followed him, saw his glory, lOid enjoyed 
the Gomfbrts of his presence* So the closer discq>les walk with Jesus 
IB kjve and obedience, they enjoy more of the comforts of faitlu 
And besides the gift of faith, as an evidence, they shall receive tho 
oontfortiiig witness of their being the children of God, even from 
^e Spirit of truth; another coi^forter, who shall abide With thjem 
fbr ever, as a seal, earnest, and pledge of their future glory* Sa 
Je&us prays*— so the Father bestows***iSo the Spirit applies and ami* 
forts* Glory be to the ever-blessed th&se, who thus agree in ons> 
and bear witness on earth of salvation, to the cdmfort and joy of .poor* 
sidners* Love to Jesus is the spring of obedience* Keej^g hia 
ooQimandments, is the way in which, though not for which the 
Spirit comforts our heaits* ^' What God hath joined together, let 
no man put asunder*"*.*«Matt. xix* 6* 

The God of mercy be ador'4» . . To pnUe tKc Father and the Sob, f 
W^o calls our souls from deajth« And Spirit (all divinQ) 

Who «aveB by his redeeming wofd The^one in three» and three in one* 
And acw-opcating breath. Let saiau and angels Joia* 



FEBRUARY 5; 4i 

"BfM, Oye hackdiding children ; far I am married to yck^ 
^ saith the Lord.,.Jer. iii. 14. 

Whei^ axhild departs from an indulgent father, or a wife for- 
afeJces an affectronaite husbatid, they^ in effect, say, they have othcv 
objects with whxnn tiicy are more delighted, and from whom they 
expect greater happiness. O backsliding soul 1 is such thy conduct 
towards the best of Fathers, thfe most affectionate bridegroom? Thy 
{msetit practice loudly speaks this language, ^ I have other lorersy * 
aiid af^er thein I will go.' Monstrous ingratitude! a child of special ' 
gfooe, and yeC fiy fitnn thy moOKt lonng Father ! a spouse of the ' 
BMMRt ^adSfetticmate bridegroom, and yet be unchaste to thy rightfof 
te^Muui! Shocking t^rriage! Yet, O soul, hear and woxMier, hear 
and love, ^love an^ be ashamed, be asham^ed and return ;. for, nuu** 
FdllMs grace! though thou hast broken thy marriage contract, for* 
felled ^be privileges of children, yet the relation continues. <^ I am 
married to you," (children, still, notwithstancKng all their unkind 
esfrrta^e), ^^'feaiUi the Lord.*** Amazing love! instead of 'I will 
pmue Wvch vengeance, overtake with destruction,' it is, ^ I intreat 
yMsk iGv^, expostulate with kindness, invite with affection.* 

Wlio aue lAy present lovers ? riemember, the rivals x>f ithy Loi^ 
arielliy greatest foes, and seek thy present m^ery and eternal de- 
8trtitti»ti. Dost t^ou " Kvc after the flesh?" have Satan's wiles and 
iAst s)Mai«S of "^le world prevailed over thee? the world, the'fieshf 
tnd the devil! Poor soul! caif^ thou be happy in their friendship 
afiti fStiftA^iEUses:? Ono! thou art ^ into bad, yea the worst company. 
C^at l^Bdin^s of soul is brought upon thee? Thy love to Jesus is 
l^r^^wti cold; thy fiutih in him weak ; seal for him and his truth have 
Ibifsafc^ thee ; the way of sin and folly pleaseth thee; sweet inter- 
^ou^^in private prayer; cdmmunion with thy God in public ordi- 
iiafl6es,^is ^ctm-; thou neglectest thy duty; art grown shy of thy 
FuSir^r^tml his' children. But still thy father calls, thy husband 
wobfers'^thee {igaih and again to turn, to return. Love, the bond of 
i^ilieli, nevier alters on God's part, ndtwithstanding base, back- 
sKdin^ :and mimstrous ingvatitude on thine. Special grace makes 
Idve^alh cSectbal. Sudh %\sbl\\ one day call to mind ^ the love of 
^iflBlr^spotisttli^l" ^e ashamed and confounded for all they have done, 
and ^^ioe up ^16 "language, ^^ I come unto thee, ibr thou art my * 
Fiili2p« 1 ^1 go^and return tmto my &st husband, for then it was 
beAer with me than now."M..Hos. ii. 7. 

Better .' y»a, 'bdst trf all thoie timet Thy Father ftsnds with fopen antai^ 
Whfe»l'Jifo^sttB cleav'd : Thy bridcfprown calU in love, 

Rettmi unto^tky rest, my soul, ** Return, thou wand'ring »oul, to U9^ * 
-lJa4w^«r^be deoeJv'd. '••Andinyaffiectiotts prove.*' M. 



50 FEBRUARY 6. 

Cometh this blessedness then upon the circumcision onijfy or 
upon the tincircumcision also?., ..Rom. iv. 9. ^ 

" Beware leat any man spoil you through philosophy and vain 
deceit) after the traditions of men, after the rudiments of the wprldf 
Sind not after Christ."«..Col. ii. 8. Why this caution from the voice 
of inspiration ? Our daily danger makes it expedient, <* lest any 
man beguile you of your reward* Beware of men. Call no man 
Rabbi," saith thy Lord, lest any man judge against your privileges, 
impair your comforts, or distress your mind. 

Here is every blessing to make poor sinners happy. Righteous- 
ncss imputed without works ; iniquities forgiven, and sins covered j 
sin not imputed. This trinity of blessings flow from the. unity of 
free grace. Such blessedness cometh, free as the air, unmerited 
as the light, comforting as the sun : possessed by the unworthy, 
enjoyed by the ill-deserving, sure to all the redeemed, the inestimablj 
rich privileges of every believer in Jesus. 

Here the wise God and vain man differ in judgment. Legal hearts, 
are ever thinking of obtaining a righteousness by works, and pardon 
upon conditions: but God imputes a righteousness without works,- 
cven the best robe. None but untoward children find fault with the 
father's gifts ; none but proud children object to the father's cloth^ 
ing. For thy righteousness, even if perfect, O soul, is at best but 
the righteousness of a creature; but Jesus' righteousness is the 
righteousness of the God-man; infinite in value like his precious*, 
blood, by which our sins are atoned. They are not imputed to us,, 
because laid upon Jesus. God pardons them in justice to him** 
Christ hath performed every condition for us. ' Faith takes its views, 
and forms its judgments from revealed truths. So it evidences its 
divine original. Thus it gives all glory to God ; wlule the sense of 
pardon is applied to the soul by the Spirit, who comforts the soul in 
truth. And thus a living, vital union is preserved between Jesus 
,and his members through faith. From a joyful sense of pardon, love 
is increased, holiness incited, man is humbled, Jesus exalted, free 
.grace gloried in, hope . encouraged^ slavish fears ejected, and the 
heavenly inheritance longed for as a free gift by Jesus. Thus all is 
of God, all is of grace, all cometh freely. Even eternal life is the 
free gift of God by Jesus Christ, who saith, " Fear not, little flbck, 
it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom."....Luke 
xii. 32. 

And doth the Lord impute no sin? Reject the legal prate of Ihofe 

Art thou thus blessed, O my soul ? Who make God debtortothelrteniik, 
Spurn unbelief, aiid Satan's wiles, -Who strij> free grace of its }ust due, . . 
. j^d let'tbem not thy peace contro«l. A|id rob God*9 gtory of itschsrmt. If . 



FEBRUARY r; 51 

Gody xoho commmided the tight to shine out of darkness^ hath 

. skilled into our heaiHSy to give us the knozvledge of the 

glory of God in the person of Jesus Christ. ...2 Cor. iv. 6. 

• This is a glorious confession of faith, worthy to be wrote in 

letters of gold, and set with the most precious jewels., and ever to be 

worn as the believer's ornament and glory. For here is the rich 

display of sovereign grace, and the glory of almighty power, in 

producing light in the hearts of sinner^, who are by nature not only 

in the dark, but even darkness itself. The knowledge of Jesus is 

commanded by the same omnipotent agent, who called forth light 

in the beginning, upon this dark terraqueous globe. Light gladdens 

the whole creation of nature ; and this spiritual light causeth jdy in 

the soul; for it gives the knowledge of God's glory. In what 

respect ? that God is glorious in majesty ? O this strikes us with 

horror. Glorious in power? That fills us with terror. Gloribus in 

holifiiess? This causes despair. * So every attribute and perfection of 

Jehov^ would sink sinners into dread, astonishment, and death. 

. But here is our relief, ' It is the knowledge of the glory of Godf 

in the person of the anointed Saviour.' In him, God's glorious 

favor, eternal love, everlasting counsel of peace, covenant of g^ce, 

promises of mercy, scheme of salvation, shine with the most 

resplendent lustre. Hence pardon, love, peace, joy, holiness, hope, 

security, heaven in possession, glory in reversion ; aH, all center in 

the person of Jesus. Thus we behold the glory of God. God in 

HIM. This is the only comfortable knowledge, the only reviving 

experience of the christian heart. And here we see how inseparably 

connected God's glory and his people's comforts are. Each leads 

to the other, and both tend to lay sinners low in humility, and sink 

them to nothing before a sovereign, gracious Lord. Could a dark 

chaos contribute any thing to the production of light? Canst thou, 

O worm of the earth, exert any power to cause that glorious luitri* 

na^y, the sun, to send forth its reviving beams of light? No, the 

first is by the command of the sovereign ageiit ; the latter acts by the 

laws of its wise Creator. So as to spiritual tight, saving knowledge, 

it is i^ven to those who sought it not; it is made manifest to theiii 

who asked not after it. What then becomes of terms and conditions 

of salvation? O. thou once spiritually blind and dead soul, if Gg4 

hath commanded the light and knowledge of Jesus in thine hearty 

all boasting is excluded, all glorying in self is at an end. Surely 

thou wilt say....Thine is the power; to thee, to thee alone, Jehovah, 

be all the glory ! 

, Now be the God of Israel bless'di He makes^ hit great salvation knowm 

Who makes his truth appear t By Christ he pardons sinst 

His P^m^ty hand fulfils his wof4| While sov'reipi grace and hcav'nly love 
And all the oaths he iware. In its own ^oij shines. 



« , FEBRUARY 9. 

ft* 

Who being tlie brightness of his glory j mid the express imag^ 
of his person^ and upholding all things by the word (fhis 
potvcTy wheti he had 6j/ himself purged onr sinSy sat doftm 
on' the right hand of the Majesty on high,...Heb. i. S. 

What St. Paul says of the resurrection of Jesus, 2 Cor. xv, 
may, with equal truth, be applied to his divinity. If Jesus be not 
truly and essentially the self-existing God, ' all preaching is vainf 
all faith is vaiil ;' all the saints of God must perish in their dins* 
But we have not so learned Christ, if so be we have heard him, and 
know the truth as it is in Jesus. His eternal power and Godhead 
angels adwe, devils tremble at, saints rejoice in, and only poor^ 
blinded, proud sinners dare cavil against and deny. 

That Jesus is both Lord and God, lies at the foundation of emt 
faith. That he uphold all things by the word of his power, is thd 
joy of our hearts. That, as man, he hath purged our sins, causes 
all our hope and comfort. That he is entered into heaven for us> 
and there pleads our cause, O this is the glory of our souls. For 
our hope entereth into that within the veil. There Jesus our fore- 
runner is roR us entered. On this rock Christ's church is built* 
and neither the ^ powers of earth and sin, nor the gates of hell shall 
prevail against it." When the Spirit brings the soqI up to Nebo^ 
the mount of prospect and prophecy, it has glorioiis^ews of the 
inheritance ; it speaks of it ; it fructifies ; the grace of faith, hope^ 
love, peace, and joy, abound in the h^art. But, alas ! all is barred 
as a wilderness ; unfruitful as a desart, while sin in its guilt and 
punishment is not known and believed to have been purged by thci 
blood of Jesus. This is the only physic for siti-sick souls, the most 
reviving cordial for drooping spirits. The same blood,- which was 
all-sufficient to purge away sin in the court of heaven, is also all« 
sufficient to cleanse the guilt of it from the conscience. Sweet con-^ 
solation for the members of Jesus ! Their living head, in his humail 
form, is at the right hand of the majesty in glory ; the blessed object 
to whom we are ever to look, through whom every comfort flows, 
and on whom is our hope in every souKconflict whh sin and Satan* 
This is the reasoning of faith ; " If when we were enemies wc were 
reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, being record 
ciled, we shall be saved by his life. "..••Rom* r* 10* 

There*6 none can know the Father rig^ht Then let our sonU adore our GodU 
But those y/ho learn it from the Son; That deals his i^aces as he pl^asei 
Nor can the Son be well received, Nor gives to mortals an accoun:^ 

But where the Father makes him known. Or of his actions, or decrees. 
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FEBRUARY 9. SS 

^1^ yokrtelves in the love ofGod...Jude, ver. 21. 

' . ' ' . *. • ■ ' ••• 

The love or God, like every other attribute and perfection of 
Jehovah 9 is everlasting and unchangeable; even as the essence of 
God himself. This love is manifested to his people in Christ Jesus ; 
he i» the object in whom they are viewed and loved by the Father. 
As ^^ Jesus is the same yesterday, to^dsiy, and f6r ever," so is God's 
}ove towards them. • Time, with all its concurring circumstances^ 
am nuike no alteration or change, increase or diminution herein* 
But as to Ihe sense and enjoyment of this love, the word of truth 
and experience of saints plainly testify of its ebbing and flowing^, 
its fi^rvor and abatement in the soul. Hence the necessity of those 
tender calls, kind warnings, and loving counsels, addressed to beiiters^ 
in the word of truth; because they are ever to be active as thos6 
who<are ntade alive to God, and have their senses exercised to disceni 
between good and evil* • Exhortations excite to jealousy, and quicken 
to diligence. The enjoyment of the love of God is our heaveii 
l^low;. to keep ourselves in the happy sense of it, is our highest 
pcivileg^e» our greatest happin&ss. Keep ourselves in the love of 
God! Yes: How? Use every means which love commands; avoid 
all things which love forbids. Account not this legal. Those who 
do,, have onJy tftie notion of love in i:hef head, but are strangers to 
ths Qonstraint» of love in the heart. 

Wouldst thou ever enjoy love, O Christian? Be miicR in meditatioh 
l^K)n it«.«.think daily, constantly of that unparalleled instance of it, 
God so loved the world, as to give his only begotten sonTesus to aton^ 
for sin by his precious blood....to justify sinners by his perfect righte- 
ousness. Dost thou know this by the gospel ? This is love revealed. 
Dost thou believe this in thine heart by the Spirit? ' This is love 
Celt and enjoyed. All, all flows from the rich, transcendantly rich 
love of God in Christ Jesus. O be concerned daily to keep thy soul 
in and tmder a lively sense of this love? and also keep thyself b^ 
^Hs love- frmn worldly lusts, carnal indulgences; and sensuar gratifi- 
cations. These are forbidden fruits ; thy flesh may long for and covet 
them, but by the love of God, by his mercies in Christ Jesus, and 
for thy soul's sake, abstain from them. Know verily, as hurtful 
fiood will impair the health of thy body ; so thiese things as certsunly 
will rob thy soul of its peace....damp the warm sense of God's love> 
and render thee cool, indifferent, and lifeless, to the love of God. 

Thus 8idti» the God of love, " Consider your way s."....Hag. i. 5. 

■» « • 

My God, permit my tongue For life without thy love 

This jojy to call thee mine ; No relish c&n aitbrd t 

And let my constant cries prevail No joy can be compar'd with this. 

To tafte thy love divine. To serve and please the Lord. 

Voul. G 



»« FEBRUARY IQ. 

The path of the just is as the shumig Ugbty which shine A 
more and more unto the perfect dat/....Prov. iv. 18. 

Since the fall of man) there is no other way of being made just 
orrighteouS) bUtby the righteousness of the man Christ Jesus* Just 
Noah) righteous Lot, meek Moses^ faithful Abraham] patriarchs^ 
prophets, and apostles, all were sinners in themselves, but '^ their 
righteousness is of me," saith Jehovah Jesus*..«Isa« liv. 17* Hence 
ti^e Lord calls his people righteous. They are really constituted so 
in his sight* This truth should ever dwell in our minds. It is the 
Jbundation of all delight in God and love to him* Hence we are com- 
' forted in the way of truth and holiness. For Jesus, who is our righte- 
^sne^, is also our light to direct our steps, and our path wherein 
nr^walk. He is the *' light of the world, the light of life." '^ I am 
the way," saith Jesus. St. Paul exhorts, " As ye have received the 
Jjotd Jesus, so walk ye in him. "....Col. ii. 6. 

Our faith In Jesus, is no new>fangled doctrine, but the same as 
was from the ^beginning. Christians are not left to the darkness of 
nature; they are not led by sudden, transient flashes of light; but by 
the clear, steady shining of truth upon their minds. Their walk, in 
in the path of truth, is consistent and uniform. 
X Like the dawning light of, the morning) the light of truth first 
breaks in upon the soul, and gradually uicreaseth brighter and 
brighter; so we see more clearly, believe more strongly, love more 
fervently, hope more steadily, obey more delightfully, and long more 
cheer&lly for the perfect day^ Though at some seascms, when 
vapours and mists of nature's corruption ^arise, and the night of 
afiUction and desertion overtakes the just, upright soul, he may be in 
fear, lest he should never hold out and Bee the perfect day. In such 
seasons he is too apt to lead his ear to a whisperer, who is ever ready 
to dishearten him. What with his cor^pt heart, Satan's sugges- 
Jtions, and men's false doctrine, he is thrust sore at. He may fear, 
lest he should fail and perish for ever; but God's power and truth 
will support him. 

If the comforting Spirit had not left another word of proof in the 
whole bible for the perseverance of the just, this one is sufficient* 
Wisdom hath spoken it; nor men nor devils shall reverse it. Every 
justified soul shall enjoy the perfect day of Jesus' meridian glory aiid 
-salvation in his kingdom* Till then, '< the righteous shall hold on his 
way) and he that hath clean hands shall be stronger and 8tn>nger/^^*» 
Job xvii. 9. 

• ' 1- 
By grace I tee the shining path O bleEsed, joyful, perfect day 

Which leads to perfect bliss : Of endless light and love 1 

Jesus, my light, ray life, my way, Press on, my soul, nor stay thy coQnep 

' Will bring me where he ii. Xi^ thou dost reign tbovCk M. 



FEBRUARY II. *S 

JBui Jestts answefed not a ivord....Matt. xv. 23. 

What! not a word from the compassionate Saviour, who is 
touched with a feeling of our infirmities? is he deaf to the cries* 
ioiddunib to the intreaties of a distressed, sorrowful heart? No; love 
in the heart has always an open ear to complaints, a ready tongue 
to speak comfort, and a kind hand to relieve. But love afflicts, to 
f)ring hb children to him, and to tnake them call upon him: he 
{brbears to answer, that they may be the more importunate* God*s 
delays prove faith's vigor, make love cling closer, prayer more fervent, 
and patience shine brighter. So the graces of God's* children 
are drawn forth into lively exercise, and are made manifest thfl0t 
they are wrought by God. Perseverance obtains the blessing io 
due time. Jesus honors and applauds the grace of his beloved 
members with, * O man, O woman, great is thy faith !* 

Christ knew what work he had wrought in this poor humbte 
supplicant's heart, whereby she knew Jesus to be Lord and God;, 
therefore he proved her and tried her, that her faith might shine 
bright to ' his glory and her soul's comfort. As she possessed the 
same faith, so she discovers the same resolution of Job, ^^ Though 
he slay me, yet will I trust in him." And, with Jacob, she would 
wrestle; and tier heart determined, " I will not let thee go except 
thou bless me. "••••Gen. xxxii. 26. But the silence of Jesus was 
very disheartening. When he speaks, it is quite discouraging;*. 
^Though she worshipped him and sighed out, " Lord, help me ;*' 
yet Jesus seems rather to repulse than comfort her. But true faith 
ever sinks the soul low in humility, while it clings close to the most 
high God. The soul owns its haiefiil vileness and utter unworthi- 
ness, and fixes all its plea upon free-grace mercy ; all its hopes upcxn 
Jesus only. Thus Christ empties whom he delights to fill. He 
makes us to see and confess ourselves to be dogs, fit only to feed 
uhd^ the table, though he loves us as children, and all that he hath 
is ours^ by free gift, precious promise, and rich grace*. O thou poor^. 
^ fearing, doubting soul, who hast long been seeking, waiting, zAA 
praying for comfort, in a word or look from Jqsus, take courage hence» 
Ever trust in him who saith, "I have satiated the. weary soul^ andX 
/have replenished every sorrowful 8Quh!'.#MJer. xxxi. 25., 

^f spirit looks to God alone ; Trnst him» ye saints, in aU yow ways,. 

' Ify tock and refuge i« his thron^t Pour oat youj* hearts before his facei 

In all jny fears, in all my straits, When helpers fail, and foes invade^^ 

My tool on hi9 salvation waits ^ God is our alUsufiicieai aid... 



56 . FEBRUARY 12. 

And experience worketh hope. ...Rom. v, 4. . . -. 

We are ever to consider the gospel as a proclamation of grace 
to rebels ; a declaration of mercy to the profligate and abandoned.; 
glad tidings of salvation to lost, desperate, hopeless sinners* It 
finds the soul destitute of any one encouraging .symptom: it brings 
all hope and encouragement with it* When the gospel becomes the 
•<pow"er of God to salvation" to any sinner, it works a mighty 
change in his state and practice* In the sweet experi^x^ proof, 
or the tiial of this, the soul is comforted* Hope concerning his 
state is confirmed* Experience worketh hope of one's own interest 
In Jesus, and salvation by him* It works not by legal terrors and 
dreadRil horrors, as was Judas; nor by working up the animal 
passions to a flash of joy, just as the stony ground hearers were 
affected by the word. But it powerfully enlightens the soul to see 
the evH of sin, and the infinite preciousness of the Lord Jesus, so as 
to loath and detest the former, and cleave to and trust alone in tht 
latter* 

Hence Jesus becomes the tried stone, the sure foundation of the 
soul* Upon the finished work of Jesus, all hope, in time and fbf 
eternity, is laid* All other foundations are rejected as sandy ; all 
other hopes as vain. Faith in God's word, relying on his promises 
in Christ, begets resignation to his will, and patience under hi* 
•dispensations, being assured, that " all things work together for 
good to them who love God, to them who are the called according^ 
to his purpose."... .Rom. viii.-28* 
• We first experience his power in effectual calling, and then his 
love in keeping us close to himself, and obedient to his will. So 
•we enjoy peace from him, and our hearts are cheerfully devoted to 
him* But how oft doth the believing soul find coolness of aflfection, 
heaviness of heart, and dejection of mind ? Doth not this destroy his 
hope? Nor even this experience, sad as it seenis, worketh hope: 
hereby pride and self-confidence are slain, sin embittered ; the soul' 
humbled at the feet of Jesus, with ' Thou, even thou alone art my 
hope, I dare not trust in any other ; my soul shall make her boast of 
thee, and thee only*' 

We have the sentence of death in ourselves, that we should not 
trust in ourselves: and the more we live upon, apd trust in the 
Lord, so shall we experience hope spring up, love flourish, and 
holiness abound* Praised be the Lord our God, who is " the God 
of hope, and who fills us. with joy and peace in believing, that we 
may abound in hope through the power of the Holy Ghost*"*... 
Rom* XV. 13. 

Long did ray Lord in patience wait, Let patience prore thy tried word. 
Till I return'd to hins. And thereby hope confirm. M. 
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FEBRUARY 15* ^f 

Having on the breast-plate ofrighteousness....Epk. vi. 14. 

When Saul had armed David, with his armour, to go against 
Gdiah, the Philistine giant, his heart smote him, lest he should 
confide^in it, and so be drawn from simply trusting to the power of 
God only; therefore he said, '< I cannot go with these; I have not 
proved them: and David put them off him«"—.l Sam. xvii. 39, A 
faithful heart is jealous of the Saviour's glory. Though the believer 
is made righteous, and loves and walks in the paths of righteousness, 
yet he will glory in nothing before God, nor trust in any righteousness 
to shield him from the face of the enemy, but the perfect, spotless 
righteousness of his dear, and precious Saviour. He puts off aU 
Others, by the faith of Christ, as contrary to his hope. As he sees 
the purity and extent of the divine law, that it is quick and powerful, 
andisadiscemer of the thoughts and intents of the heart, knowing 
his own righteousness to be defective, and that in many things Ave all 
offend ; therefore he could just as soon trust an honey-comb for a 
breast-plate, as the moth-eaten garment of his own best works. 

Why doth Satan, sin, and the law, -so often wound our breasts, 
and grieve our hearts ? It is because we are not careful to guard 
with our breast-plate of Jesus' righteousness* It should ever be the 
joy and rejoicing of our souls to consider the work of Jesus as man 
and mediator. Did he shed his blood? did he die a cursed death? 
did he in his holy life "put on righteousness as a breast-plate ?"...• 
Isa. lix. 1*. Faith triumphs in his death, as the one atonement 
for sin. Faith glories in his life, as the one righteousness. So the 
once guilty soul is cleansed, so the once naked soul is clothed and^. 
adorned; and thus it is ever glorious in the sight of God in this best 
robe of its elder brother, Jesus. So also is the once defenceless soul 
armed against every attack of sin, Satan, the law, and death. This 
breast*plate is more than proof ac^ainst all. While pride and self- 
righteousness go hand in hand, and unite in objections against the 
imputed righteousness of our Immanuel, humble, self-emptied souls, 
glory ^nd triumph that their salvation is according to the laws of. 
strict justice ind perfect righteousness. Possessing righteousness 
in Jesus, we draw nigh to a throne of grace with boldness now, and 
shall lift up our heads with joy, before a righteous throne of judgment 
in the great and tremendous day. " For righteousness delivereth 
from death."....Prov. x. 2, " Though sin hath reigned unto death, 
(in us) yet grace reigns through righteoiisness unto eternal life 
(for us) by Jesus Christ our Lord. "...•Rom. v. 21. 

Jesu, thy blood and righteousness Then, while I am th]r soldier here, 
My beauty aro, rnx glorious dress; O learn me more this heav'nly art. 
Midst, flaming worlds, in these array'd. To glory in thy righteonsnesi, 
With joy ghall I lift up my head. To guard my breast from ty'ry dart. M. 



5i ]PEBRUARY 14- 

But note the righteousness ofGodxvithout thelaWy is man f- 
fested^ being witnessed by the law and the prophets.... 
Jtofn, iii. 21. v 

« Vaik man would be wise, though man be born lilte a wiFd 
iiss* co!t."...;Job xi. 12. Proud man would be righteous, thougA 
conceived in iniquity, brought forth in sin, and no goodness' in hinw 
This pride accompanies him all his days; yea it forsakes not' new- 
born souls. Our natural notions are ever, that doing something will 
make us righteous. So the judgment of the flesh ever opposeth die 
truth of the Spirit. Carnal reason ever runs counter to spiritual faidA 
But it is the glory of believing hearts to take their vie-ks of righted 
ousness from revealed truth. This, •to the ineffable joy and unspeak- 
able comfort of poor sinners, manifests a righteousness for thefr 
garment, which they toiled not for, neither did tliey spm. And 
what shall we say of it? Truly, Solomon, in all his glory, yea, 
angels in all their brightest perfection, are not arrayed like those, 
who are clothed with the righteousness of the Cod-man, Christ^esus* 
O for stronger faith in this ! * 

Poor, weak, doubting believer! why takest thou thought for 
raiment? hath not God clothed yon? *^ O thou of little faith' l'^' thou 
hopest, thou tru^Stest in Jesus* blood alone for the pardon of tliy sins, 
biit art distressed in seeing thyself a poor sinner. Thou knowest 
thou art not righteotis m thyself, and often fearcst thou shalt never 
attain righteousness, and perish at last for want of it. Verily, thy 
face w turned towards Mount Sinai, instead of Mounf Calvary ; to 
Moses, instead of Jesus ; to thy Rfe of obedience, instead <yf his life 
of righteousness ; to, the latv (which requires att) instead of the 
gospel, which freely gives all. 

' So sure as thdu hast the faitli of JeStis iri thine heart, 'thou hast 
the righteousness of Jesus on thy bkck', let law, men, and iSatafn say 
what they will. God finds his children nak^d, he icfothes them. 
•Witnesses are ever at hand. Evidences are never wahtiiig to prove 
%is truth. The Spirit of truth bears infallible testimony, by^thfe law 
and the prophets, to the glory of this righteousness. Read, b'e jbyfut, 
and give all glory to free grace for its free imputation: '•^^'The righ- 
teousness of God, which is by faith in Jesus Christ, is unto all, and 
upon all them that believe, for there is no difference.*%.«»veK 22.' But 
who enjoy the comfort of this? Verily no soul, till he is- brought t(> 
say, with Paul, " I through the law am dead to the law."....GaI, ii. I9«. 

In vain We ask God's righteoas law Jesus, how gloriJDtis is thy gticce!: ^ 

To jifttify i» now, When in thy name we trust, 

Since to convince, and to condenoiit Our faith receives a^righteonsnesS' 

It all the law can da. That nukkea^ the einner just. 



FEBRUARY 15, 59 

Our gospel came not to you in word onfyy but also in 
power and in (be Holy Ghost j and in much assurawe.... 
1 Thess^ i. 5. 

SiNy salvation) death, judgment, eternity, though matters of the 
highest moment and utmost importance to us, yet we naturally think 
of them with little concern, speak of them with great indifference^ 
and tres^t the consideration of them as Felix did Paul, ^^ Go thy way 
^r thi^ time ; when I have a convenient season I will send for thee*" 
••••Acts xxiv^ 25« And yet perhaps such have long sat under a 
preached gospel \ hugely cry up and applaud the prp^cher, and are 
ready to condemn others who do not se^ and admire the excellency of 
the man* But, aliis' what are the most excellent words of man 
without the power of the Spirit? Light as air, ineffectual to soul"' 
.saying purposes, as sounding brass or a tinkling cymbal* 

. The grand question is, Have I inwardly kQown and felt the power 
of the gospeli Our gospel came unto you not in word only, but in 
power* It has an internal voice: it speaks glad tidings, good new^ 
of life and salvation to the very soul:- it is the word of.powei: to 
quicken dead souls to life : it is a revelation to the heart of pardon 
and peace by Jesus* Thus it brings the clearest evidence, the. fullest 
assurance along with it, that it is God's word of life and salvatipUfi 
The Holy , Ghost bears "^yitness to it, in power and demonstration* 
Blessed souls i who are divinely assured of the truths of goapel-«grace 
and love by Jesus ; who embrace the gospel as their only hope, and 
flee and cleaTe to Jesys as their only refuge* But more blessed, yea 
most happy, those believing souls who are upon the delectable moun* 
tains, and enjoy mxich assurance of their own personal interest in 
Jesus, and eternal life through him; and by the Holy Ghost are 
enajbled to ^y, < I know that Jesus k>v«d me and died for me*' O, 
this privilege is most highly to be prized* It is worth pressing after* 
Thii? only can deliver the soul from all doubts and fears, inflame it 
with t^e .mps( ardent love, inspire it with the most holy boldness* 
^influence, it to the most cheerful obedience, resign it to afflictive 
aUotmc^nts^ wing it with holy longings after Jesus and eternal glory ; 
and make.it joyfully triumphant over the grim tyrant death; with 
}^ Thanks be to God, who giveth ]»£ the victory through our Lord 
jJesus Christ**'*«**l Cor* xv* 57* 

" 

My Saviour God, ray s^v'reign Prince, Hi» word is truth, hit pow'r i&grcatt . 
'^' Reigns far above the skies j From hence my comforts spring > 

But brings his graces down to sense, Assurance by the Holy Ghost 
AAA helps my faith to rise. A Ueav'a oa earth doth briiig. M« 



$9 P£BRUARY 16; 

The word zvas made Jiesh and dxvdt ammg us (^md xS^ 

. beheld his glory ^ the glory as of the mly begolien qfihe 

Father) full of grace and truth. ..John i. 14.. c 

When ^e Lovd gftve Lamech a sbn^ he called his tmml; Noah, 

'Wl»ch ftigmiies repose or consolation; and he said, '^ This taxai 

shall comfort, us concerning the ^work and to^ of our hands, because 

0f the ground which the Lord hath cursed.**....Gen. v* 99. - Noah 

wad an eminent type of Jes^s* Every sinner, who is poor, andtnad^l 

low (a» Lamech signifies) has infinite reasonW to conclude of J^su^ 

the Son of God. -^^ This^same shall comfort us, though the work axi^ 

itcHl of hands have been evil, and we are cursed for sin. ' 

^ • To be poor and made low in self, and to* be struck- with the display 

«of the glory of the- Lord Jesus, is the work of the Spirit, by tlrf 

/ word of truth, uidis peculiar to believers in all ages. " Ablrahiaril 

% lejdiced to^see Chmt's day of incarnation'; he saw it and was glad.*' 

And all the children of Abraham's faith now, as well as the apoitlea^ 

jee the glory of Jesus by the same Spirit, whose office' is -to -gtoHfy 

Christ. To know Jesus as man, the iinointed Saviour, brings 1^ 

icnd peace to our hearts. To see his glory as God-man, fills oiit 

«ouls with the triumphs of salvation^ Thus we are satisfied t^Ul 

him as our Lord < and our God* We look ta no other God, but thi 

God' in iour fieshy "who dwdt among us. He is fiill of grace and 

troth to us. All wrath and terror ceaseth against iis. ^ Fbr Goi 

«ras in Christ reconciling the world, not imputing sin.*'' So God 

hath drawn nigh to us, so he hath embraced and loved us, sohf 

faitJttwe draw nigh to, embrace andlove him. '* 

:, Wlien Jesus is embraced in the arms of faith, the enraptured 

ikeart cries out, with Simeon^ " Mine eyes hfeve seen thy salvation*'' 

i< W6 nmvrith patieiice the heavenly race, looking t6 Jesus v' With 

Ihis view^ nsre: meditate on our hastening dissolution with composure \ 

, ' expect the sure messenger with peace; look forward to approaching 

|wdgna/eht.with joy, b^ng assured of the joyfol sight of the glorified 

xnan, Jesias, the judge, who shall then a|||>ear as the great ^Grod and 

«mr Saviour; >< wh(»n, having not seen in the 'flesh, we love; hi 

whom^ though we now sec him not, yet believing, we rejoice- with 

|oy un^JfeakaWe aadiuU of gloiy*".... 1 Pet. i. 8. " For yet a littl^ 

while and he shall certainly come to be glorified in his saints, aUd !# 

be admired in all them that believe in that day."...«2 Thes8« i. 10. - 

And did my God in human flesh The faith of this attracts my soul. 

And blood appear below ? To Christ in union sweet ; ' "^ 

Washebehreldasftinoftnith, " More of thy fiilness, Lord, beiftdw, 
.- Thlir grace from him might flow? In thet I am coiflpWtc. K.'^ 



« » 



WBmJAfhr in #4 

9%9i&i.nm-yc ^ftijght Imi peace, in fh^ u)orl4ye shtfU hao^ 
trUmiainm: But be ^good cheer, I hfpv€ ov^q^m^ ihe 
world... John xvi. 33* 

SffCK is Ohiist'a legacf to tU itit brotbfei^t p$#e(i }n Jiifpi; tribu* 
ktftoain the wsorid* Evoy dbdirie-shftU teeeive theie l^rqneftf. 
Tke former, a triune Gad of truibh and &ith&lne99 is eii0i^;e4 bf 
yvonise and oath to give* The latteri from the cpmbiaed trinilTs 
the worid* fie^ and the deviiy every fioUovr^ <tf Je^us will be avirp 
loreceieve. But, alas! how apt afe ^^^ae? vhep lA the toemt of pi^acf 
vrith Jesus, to ciy, ' Tribulation shall uo more affect 0ie!* Cta thf 
other hand, wiien in the drearjr vallef of trifoulati«i, then 'WP a^ 
aeady to bonclude, ^ O there is no end to my trouble ; { pdudl see f^Ac^ 
no moDe«! Thia wiia the case with David* OQe whiJf we fipd hi9 
(Uriumfdiing: ^ In my pot^sperity I said I afaajl Qever be moFed/'-^ 
Foflm xacx* 6. At anoitherf Vkoumfutty eon^aiimgy ^^ TJ¥>¥ Mqpt 
43iy>£icse, and I am tiouUed*" 

. Too, (tooafitaBewetejudgeofGod'slovetpitshy hisproiridenK^Bi) 
inttead id hb.paraBiisea* Tabulation m the Wi^if d is af fi^eas%ry f» 
Iflieaenl as ^pe^ce in Jesus; or mxt lovipg ga^iriour woul4 im^ havp 
affointed it for us* One is not incompatible wiih^ 991* destni^tive^ 
Ihe obiier. Nay^ is it. not o£t the case with the^, O d^ristifaiy aa ^ 
aild, that^^as auffiexingii abomxl, consolation ab^ui^ aJso ?o*»2C9ra. ^ 
itaat thou acoessby fioth isfeo the same grace with the church of cdd^ 
4tetdiou vilh them ^lepioe in hope of the glory of Gpd^' l^arp 
the 4ame note widch they sung : ^ We glory in tribulation*" Why^ 
fccauae they knew that <^ali things woik to^rtiier jfor g99(i*" T)^BV^ 
4bvai;h«yloimdhy«xpene»De these 8ouL-i«vi ^^'lim^WiPf 

jdMt t^uladoa worh^ poiiencfif and patieaise expg^Q9$!e» .a^^i^p^- 
^baoe hope, and hope afiak«th not aahamedy -b^oau^e the M^rp oiQ^ 
laafaed aftxroad in our ^eaito by tha Holy irhosit gk^ vptp us.''...* 
Aom* v« ;3...i. 

nua as Christ is oum, all 'tbfings sa? f>«iip* Tlibii4atiaii 9SD^ 
4htvesa In Oie woiM are xnirs, as aneB as h9^ pati^npe, ^ace, J^f, 
ma joy in Jesus. Swe^ iak to dbaersre ha^ P^ ^rSffi^v im^ 
4^skgeey4 it4elllBea>eno6sdcMyAiB»iKiaiM 
4iiue* Tribulation in the w<vld atendbi CMy>m{iaarv)d |i|it|i p^4f:|: #i 
tbefifont, Goon cHEEa and victory in the naar^ ^'Wt^gw^i^lJ^ 
overcometh the worid, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of 
I God ?^.... 1 JcAm V. 5. 

H.athraydearl.ordthiftworiao'ei<GomC|Faith iamy LMAd^H,tb^^ 
la which i'vc triaii great* And bring ^ne peaoe pf aiio^ t • 

Be af good cheer then, O my soul. What tho' the worlddoth smileor frowfli 
Thy vicfry is complete. la Christ I vicfry find. M. 

Vol. I. ^ H 



6$ FEBRUARY IS. 

Henceforth knotc tve no man after (hJe fk$h; yea^ tiiougj^ 
we have knotvn Christ after the flesh ; yet baicefortn 
knoxo ive him no more.../2 Cor. v. 16. . 

How eminent does the grace of God shine in the oondiiclt of 
Levil when the glory of Jehovah was at stake, when his hoiior Mraf 
to be vindicated against those who had sinned with an high haiicU 
^'He said unto his father and mother, I have not seen him ;''«»»4}iat 
is, no one that mine eye shall pity, nor mine, hand spare, who has 
transgressed in this matter. ^^ Neither did he acknowledge hia 
brethren, nor know his own children. "••••Deut. xxxiii«.9« The Loi:^ 
'our God is a jealous God* It behoves his children to be valiant for 
the truth as it is in Jesus. It is our duty to &ce all oppositioa 
against it; to stand in defence of it from every quarter,, and to kno^ 
no man after the flesh, so as to giv^ up the truth for &^ur of him* 
This is our highest honor ^ and this is highly acceptable in the sight 
of our God. '^ Those who honor me I will honor," aaith the Lord^ 
But ^'knowing men after the flesh/' proves a snare to the soul. 
Many have suffered loss hereby. W^;^le they have. conferred .>Hth 
flesh and blood, listened to the wisdom of caniial men, uid consulted 
the judgment of the wise of this world, how have their imnds iNeeni 
drawn firom the sinqilicity that is in. Christ! The wisdom of this 
''world is fbotislmess with God. The righteousness of the fiesH.4# 
abomination in his sight. The Spirit of inspiration hath laugbt-,u$ 
this prditable lesson, to glory only in Christ as our wisdom^anil 
righteousness. This sweet mystery of faith, makes us de.ad to the 
life of the flesh, the lust of the fieshi and the glory of the flesh ; yea, 
gives us the victory over the flesh. So we live in a spiritnaji kingdcmxt 
glory in Jesus as a spiritual Saviour, are delighted with spirituid 
companions, and are made comfortable by spiritual gifts and gXj»:i^ 
' While a Pharisee, Paul, gloried in carnal privileges and the att^inr 
ments of the flesh; but, ^< Behold he prayeth," saith the Holy. Ghoat. 
Blessed proof of a new-bom soul, when it soars to Jesus, ^nd is dis- 
satisfied with all the objects of nature^ time, and sen^e, and inp^r 
' santly cries, ^^ I count all things, but loss ^d dung i^ th^ qccellen^ 
of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whpm X have sufleri^ 
the loss of all things, and do count them but dung that I may wifi 
Christ."..«Phil. iii. 8. . . ; 



To know my Lord in mortal flesh, With spiritual views my soul delight^ 

Doth ev'ry comfort brin^: Of Jesu's lovely face, 

ArTEa the flesh to know the Lord O heavenly Dove ; so make me run 

Is quite a carnal thin^. With joy my heav'nly raco. ' M^ 
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FEBRUARY 19. t« 

He that acknowtedgeth the Son, hath ihe Father also.... 
1 John ii. 23. 

If so, we cannot pay too much homage, nor ascribe too much 
0oiy to Jesiis, as some object. Did Jesus receive Urom God the 
father, honor and* glory by this voice from the excellent glory, 
«* This is ray beloved Son, in wh6m I am well pleased ?"*«.»2 Pet* 
i; XT. Is it the Father's will that all men should honor the Son, 
even as they honor th6 Fatiier ?" ' " He that honoreth not the Son, 
hotioreth not the Father that sent him.*'*.. John v. 33, May we 
not then 'boldly say with Paul, on another occasion, << As the truth 
of Christ is in liie, ' no man shall stop me in this ^orying'' in Jesus, 
as my Lord, my Godi Yea, we will acknowledge him in his lowest 
fern and meanest t^pearance ; as the babe wrapp^ in awadKny 
clothes, l3^i^g in ia manger; a destitute j outcast infant ; obscure and 
mean in his hirtb aiid parentage; working at a common, ordinary 
employ; without form and comeliness; despised and rejected of 
men ; a man of so^ws and acquainted with griefs ; mocked, derided, 
laughed to scorn ; crowned with thorns m derision; condenmed and 
Crucified as an accursed wretch, unworthy to live in.. heaven or oft 
^arth ; adjudged fit only to die, in company with thieves and high^ 
waymen, oti a gibbet. Wholly to trust in this Man, thia God-Mav^ 
Jesus of Nazareth, the root and offspring of David, this, is " the 
TAiTH of God's elect." This the acknowledgment of the truth 
which is after godliness. This is the only ^< hm»e of eternal life^ 
which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world began. ''«••* 
Tit. i. 2. This is a " repektance to the acknowledging of the 
truth.**....2 Tim. ii. 25. Thus are simple, believing hearts. **comr 
forted, being knit together in love, unto Ml riches of the full assu^ 
ranee of understanding, to the acknowledgment of Ihc mystery of 
God, and of the Father, and of Christ; in whom are hid all the 
treasures of wisdom and knowledge."....Col. ii.. 2, 3. 

In this rich mine of truth and consolation we are daily to dig &p 
all wisdom, holiness, and happiness. In this acknowledgment of 
fhe Son in his humble state, thus saving us, we have the Fathier's 
rich love, and precious promises, and die holy Sptrtt*« powers 
Ihfhience, ai^d witness. <^£ver giving thanks to the Father, who 
hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints 
in light."....Col. i. 12. 



When I behold the Father's love Then sense submits to faith divine^ 

\ Shine in the person of his Son, Which lords it over carnal views : 

His Spirit brings my soul to own My soul gets settled in its hopes 

My Godt th' eternal three in one. This truth 1 sing, and sweetly muse. M« 



«» FEBRUAltr 3d; 

ThnlIfmtgwmChriH...,Phil.Wu%. 

No sooner had good king Hezekiah established his^tlirone 
Ifi iPl^Ht)^otisne«i> ftttoted religion m Ids kingdom, set his whole 
lifekfttd Mft« this Lord^ md hl^ Gdd p i^ p ered kim^ but aa mfw^ 
teg S^tltiaeherib totnv ht» territories^ and cntamps agaiiuit Un 
^At^d citi^ii....3 Chran* icxli]4 U Seriptttfe and expetic«K:« dai^ 
t)fea€h X6 OM% cteldren^ ^ Thi& id iiot ymt retts" YoU afpin^fi 
milkaftt statfcx Thimgh Jesus liath tidtert poasessiim of |h« souk 
mid cist out the stMig Hmel Aritied^ think' mtt ti folding y<mr<a2»% 
ihd Haying*, I shall see war ho more ; for ydUr adv^nouy ha# maof* 
Aftet-gfltn^s to pliy. He will not ollly encamp against your fonoed 
ISllll^^ and atuck your nut^works, hmt Will alao al^npt your veif 
littAit aiftl mihd* Beware df such' suggestions ea these) then ^^ ^ 
^i«ptfr« (ff a detitr^ying foe: ^ Cotne, jwl are new an exAeUeni: 
t:hti*Hah; yim bate a tongde to speak for Jeiusy yea dont liv« an4 
'tet a^ the rdst t>f ^le eareleas) smM wteM, yott teve made great 
dixtrairces in holiness, now yoti haVe somfewfaat to gl^y in yourself 
tefore ^oAk" Jeaus^ Mastery sate uii in this bour of Satan's attack^ . 
When in sui&h i atoi-m) better to cast overboard lall the heavy lading 
«F ^f-^eonfidenctt tb right the ship» ^^ A haughty spirit goeth hefo«e 

' '^L6t us evtsr tiemembei^ Jesus is all e«ir gain and nil our glorpw 
"Wt tire itftiU iMor shm^rs; By reiiouiicilig idl, and ^leamg tQ hii^, 
W^ dijoy all in him* No fruUSs plx>duii^d, no comforts esperieace4» 
%ui by Abiding in him. What I possess Jesus, and yet want to 
'^W him \ Yei* O there is much more kn&wledge of, peace from^ 
lov^ ^y {by inv «nd eohfohnit^ to Jft-str^, to be gained and ecpe- 
fieneei, than vktf lof us liave yet found! J€Siis««aamoured heact^^ 
tike %'^ridou^ gamesters, never, never think ^ey have enough of 
fcltfu^ in titjbr, tiM tliey have gaStved the foil enj<yfmenti>f hiamatcli* 
less charms in gfoi^» They renounce all foir hia aake* Wh^eforc^ 
M terhiB atid conrditiens to barter for ^n int^est in Chnst^ No: 
%tablou^ fe^^fttg hearts tdetest^such baste undervahung thoughts tii 
^idr inili«^Iy pf^cieus Suvioiir. Shdl the dMM and dmvg of our 
ddfin^ dhd peHbnAmhced be put in edmpetitiea with hk ^oaK gforioua 
eit^Iltficy, tiifb ivourprizev bir portibn, our tueasure? ^ Whom 
hkVe I ih heav«h but thee, dr what is there on earth I desire in 
comparison of thee ?" will ever be the language of fiedthw 

My Gbd, my IVTe, fny lovfe, There^ ndthing here deserves lay joy«| 
To ithee^ Yo th^ VcmW % There's nothing like my God* 

I cannot live if thoa remove^ The sfhttiiigs of Ay face. 
For thou art alUnaU. HoWamifcWeAey aw! .. 

What empty things are all the ikieif 'Tis heav'n to rest in Uiy emhric^i 
And this infierior dod I And no where else bnt there. 



t 



FEBRUARY 1IK fi 

Strio^ to enter in at the, strait gate : for ^many^ I s^ untp 
j/Otf, shall seek to enter in, iut shall not be able....Luke 
,, xiii. 2U 

ThoU' feeble-minded dtscii^e, weak in fidth, thy Je^ut speaks 
4iottk«& to disdttumg^ thee fiH>m teekiajgp jalvation by hinuonlyi 
fer he alflo.says, " Every one that.seeketh findeth,'' But rather ht 
ii«re%y antinates and ^icoorages thy soul in striving against everf 
Memy ttiat ofipcMeth t^y enterii^ his kingdom by the stodt gate, 
'^tXk by Ms one atonement, and one righteousness only* lie designs 
«dso to shew that men may not only seek, but strive, yea, strive 
HS^fal 9n agony ^ to enter in, but shall not be able/' Why ? Beqniae 
ih^ expeec to enter the kingdom. by some other ^te than Jesus^ 
But, says the apostle, "J^Jo man is crowned^ except he strives 
Ik^Kcdly/' Earnestness, zeal, activity^ avail nothing, while Jesu^ 
istidt the OKLT objecl: his blood, the only plea for pardon; his 
H^lkleousttess, the only hope fin* aocept^DQe* But this, in the eyes 
i^ self-righteoos profiasors, makfis the gate appear too strait indeed 
H^ice they seek to enter, by ways more pleasing to their prid^ 
IMm^yreogieeiMe to die corrupt lusts of. their nature* So that 
Uri^ng ^ not s& much opposed to. seeking, as the strak^gate Jes^s 
ts to fevery other method <>f salvation of man's devising.! Ther^ i^ 
kh ^wlbl denuncte-tion against such...«Isa. xK 9 : *' Woe be to him 
^at striteth with his Maker." Shall potsherds of the taith daxe 
tsontend against the sovereignty <rf God's wisdom, power, and gracei 
Hei« Is the strife of the Pharisee. And in opposition to the sloth and 
licentiousness of the Antinomian, says our Lord to all his disciples* 
«^^Smiivs.—st-fliPe, by my power which strengthens you, against 
fevery etiemy thAt opposeth your entering my kingdom, by me.' 

As surely as there is a devil in hell, there will be fiilse teachers 
%n earthi- So long its thou continucst in the bo^, thou wilt have 
cwfti^t Itests, eamal reason, the workings of pride, unbelief; and 
%clS-ri^t€ous*ie8Sr Now all these urate to oppose thy hithr and 
itmUdnit ag^irt thy hope; but thy master^ who caUeth t^e to 
al««h bite tii^ ** be of good courage, and strive for the-mastery*- 
fH y»«ti«figtli tiMiiA ^1^ 8u»e to conquer and win tbeprize. ^^ Preiqi 
'if^tmir^ vmnviwg against sin," Heb. xii» 4....<^ striving for the &it)t 
*«f tto gospeii," Phfl. i. 2f...wstrivmg ferve^y in prayers," Col. 
Iv« IS.^^striirilftg acccarduig to his woikings, who worketh miigbtiljr 
is his petiple^" Chap. i. ^9. 



A '.' 



©hre %ht, C^Lord, Mo sec the gate. Turn off ray eye« firom other hopes. 
And strength to itrive to enter in That would besutie my soul ; 

By THEE, -who art the truth, the way, O fix and keep my wand*ring heart 
?tWh1^wan'sT[iowtr, thewwid; snd-^n. To th«c entire uid whde. Jf *' 



»« FEBRUARY 22. 

Why art thou east dcwn, O my soul ? aindi^y art thou 
disquieted within me ? Hope thou in God^for I shall yet 
praise hiviy ivho is the lieallh of my countenance, and my 
God*..,Psulm xVii. l\. - 

We are not to expect the sunshine of joy all the way through 
this vale of tears. Comfortable frames and joyful feelings, though 
•wedt and delightful, are not always so profiuble tothe soul. Wtr€ 
)»r© always on the mount of joy , alas, we shouW fwgct we are strangers 
md pilgrims on the earth ; but should be for building tabernades of 
rest in 4 polluted place? and cry out with the htghly-favoml disci- 
ples, "It is good for us to beher^; but. they knew not what thef 
8aid."....Luke ix; 33. It is the glory of a christian to It^e by itdth^ 
oat Jesus; to judge of his Saviour's love from the word oftrath; 
more thaii by sense and feeling; yea under dejecticm and disquiet of 
soul» then to hope and trust in God, to check and rebuke one^s- self 
bt donbta and diffidence; this is truly the exercise of £0^1. - Faith 
supports the soul, and lifts it above the determinations^ carnal 
reason and the suggestions of sense. The believer is to abide steadilf 
by the word of truth, though in heaviness for a season ; being per- 
suaded that. shortly he shall rejoiee in and praise God, even for this 
gloomy dispensation^ concluding from the "word of God's- grace and 
lakhfalness, " Jehovah Jesus is the health of my countenance, and 
my God.*' This is the very joy of faith. Such the «weet experi* 
enee of David. Mark th^ frequent declarations to this purpose in 
the 42d and 43d Psahtts. The Holy Ghost hath recorded ihtse for 
OUT instruction. 

Disdple, it is well for thee to learn wisdom hereby. Thy frame 
may vary ; the foundati<m of (^od's love standeth sure ; his promises 
cannot &il ; the word of tfiith, yea the oath of Jehovah, are engaged 
for the salvation of all who ** have fled to- Jesus for refoge." Thou 
mayest meet with many tilings, fnom within and without, to cast 
down thy soUl, to distress and disquiet thee ; but thou art called ta' 
h>ok to Jesus, not to stagger at the promises through unbelief ; %ut, 
tike the lather t>f the faithful, ** against hope to believe in hop©-;*.'' 
tiotto consider thine own corrupt nature, its lustings to evil,' its 
enmity to grace, so as to give up thy hope. There is ever cause of 
humility, but mo reason for casting away thy confidence in Jesus is 
and under thy worst frames. Though thou sinkest to h^U, in the 
view of thy deserts, yet through the righteousness of Jesus, life and 
salvation are procured for the hell-deserving. Encourage thy souf 
to hope in him, so shalt thou praise and glorify him. " I will bless 
the Lord at all times, his praise shall continually be in my pjiouth**' 
Why so? ^^Because my soul shall make h^r boast in the Lord^"* 
Psalm x^fjciv. 1, 2. 
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FEBRUARY 23. €T 

Wehwzv tHai token h^ shall appear^ we shall be like him i 
for we shall see him as he is.. .A John Hi. 2. . . 

" '- Why should the Lord, who giveth us all things richly to enjoy, 

lay an embargo on our fully gratifying ourselves in the use of them ? 

Why are we called to daily mortification and sel^denial, as to sensuat 

ejects ? Verily, it is all in love to our souIb, that Jesus and spnritual 

ob^ets might be more enjoyed; for experience proves the life o^ 

sense to be opposite to the life of faith. The more pleasure, comfbit,' 

and happiness we enjoy in the thmgs of this life, this tends to mafce 

us love the world, and loath to leave it? and so our affections to Jesu9 

cool, our desires after his appearing abate in- their fervor, and we 

loose €)ur longings after the unclouded sight of him in glory. So St; 

Paul reproves christians of old : " Are ye not carnal, and walk fis^ 

tnen?"....l Gor. iii. 3. How justly applicable is this interrogation to 

us also I Reflect on this soul-reviving truth, Yet a little while and 

Jesus shall appear. So sure as he was once upon earth in our nature^ 

he will appear again in the same human body, exalted and glorified* 

Asid cau we know and believe this as an undoubted truth, live upon 

it in expectation, without finding a deadness to this present worlds 

^Skd all its enjoyments? Here we feel sin in our flesh, pains in ouir 

bo^eS) afllictions our companions, wanderings and deadness ii| 

duties, trials and 'temptations of various sorts; and innumerabltf 

evil» of every land doth this short life abound with : but. at the 

appearing of Jesus all will be at an end ; for we shall be Hke him t 

our vile bodies «hall be ,&shi<med tike to his glorious body. Our souls 

shidl be perfectly conformed to his image. In soul and body we 

shall eternally enjoy him. And are we the subjects of such a hope ? 

Let us live like ourselves; as members of Jesus our head. Let us 

ever be pressing after him, living upon his fulness, and longing for 

his appearing. Most blessed sight! most desirable fruiticm! we 

BhaH see our Jesus as he is. Once the despisedl Nazarene.*.«once 

the. devoted victim to curse and wrath; but now the Lord of life and 

-glory, bestowing immortality and eternal life upon his dearly-pur^* 

chased* blood-bought members. O, were our hearts more with 

Christ on the cross, and more with him on his throne by faith, how 

would sin be subdued, the world overcome, Satan conquered, and ouv 

l^p^ hearts triuxftphing in love ! for ^^ we are more than conquerors 

over, all, through Jesus that hath loved us«" 

tlic delights, the heav'nly joys * But when our eyes behold his face, 
, The (iories of tke place. Our hearts shall love him more, 

^here Jesus shedf the brightest beams ^nd while our faith enjoys this fight, 
' Of his o'crflowing grace ! We long to leave our clay ; 

This is thrt Man, th' exalted Man, And wish thy fiery chariot&j Lord^ 
Whom we unseen adore : To fetch our souls away. - » 



«t FEBRUARY iu 

Hezekiah humbled himself far ibe pride of bts kiurt,:.^ 
HChron. xxxii. 26. 

• 

QuTWAKDy grosS]^ abominable tiii&, self*rig^e(yiift I^ari^eQB cry 
6ut againati and profess to huvtible themselves for; but to niPtttnover« 
and be humbled for heart sins, spiritual pride, &c. is peculiar to gr9^' 
cious souls only. We read of two things in the word, the mostp|^E!P^ 
site to each other: Hear and adore ! the high and lofty one, that in^ 
hfibiteth eternity, ''humbleth himself" to visit man...«Psalm csdii. 6* 
Hear, and be astonished! '' Man opposeth and exalteth himse}f against 
God.**..-.2 Thess. ii. 4. "Pride proceeds out of the heart," -^aitfc 
Jesus—»Mark vii* 21. This makes us murmur against the God of 
'providence, fretftil under his dispensations, forgetful of his benefits^ 
and unthankful for his merdes. Pride opposeth the sovereign God* 
of grace, uid would snatch the crown of glory from the ^^rlsfitin^ 
God of love, and place it upon the head of that guijty creature of 9/ 
day, man* Pride swells the haughty mind with indi^^tion agajin^^ 
the truths of Jehovah* That salvation is wholly by grace, free fa,vQri 
unmerited love, unconditicmal election of G>od the Father by Jesu^ 
Christ, is contrary to the proud vain thoughts of man; tberefer^ iq^ii 
is agsdnst this. For this leai%B him nothii^ whereof ;to glory m time 
•elf that he has done, or can do, to fulfil terms and eot^diiions, to g«^ 
an interest in salvation, or procure a iMj6 to glory* , 

Here God alone is glorified***«Christ eKalted«***graoe reign«^*M^t^ 
truth eaJUMished ; while the poor mimer's mouth is stopped, his bsMMPf 
laid in the dust, and in self-abasetoent lie huiskbles hif»self for iim 
pnd^ of his heart* So grace triumph^ over all the mte of ^e fyjj^ 
Thus it alfects sinners when 4t r eacheth the heart* All hof^if&ss^g if 
exciuded* ^'Oa*ighteous Father! thy will he doiMs," in ^^yepeig^. 
grace knd electing love* Thou hast a right to do what th^i^^ivilt wi^ 
thine own* Grace, favor, mercy, faith, repentance^ hope, peace, iov^ 
hoiine&s, heaven, all is thy free gift by Je$U8» .Njone tath any cimu^ 
bn thee ; guilt has forfeited all* But to the wiretched sund ^^l^f 
thou hast made thyself a debtor by free promise ^nd^ovi&rei^ P^^QK^lftf 
mation inGkrtst Xesus# Do I see this? Is my heart ^soft^^d yi^^^GiJ| 
1K> submit to salvation by grace only ? therefore is iJiis 1^ me, wi^W 
0<;bers are blinded «to the truth, and their hearts hajRiteaod a^^aiflMltl 
The work is thine^ all the glory is dxiR to thee adiO«ie; fer ^j^vftf 41% 
righteous Father, it seemed good in thy isight.*^ . j 

^uch are the sentiments of gracious, humble souls; to such he 
** giveth more grace." ^ For God resisteth fhe proud, (who oppose 
the Father's electing love, and the righteousness of his Son) but givet^ 
grace to the humble,*' (whose hope is not in himself, but m the Lprtl 
his God)* " Humble yourselves^ therefore, under 4jie ^ghty, h$^^ 
of God> th&t he may exalt you-in due time."*«*«l i^et# ¥• 6* , 



PEBRUART tS. «9 

said moreover. The Lord thdt delwered mSlmitf 

ike paw of the lioH, and out of tie paw of the bear, he 

* will deliver tne out of' the hami ^ this Philistine..,. 

r iSam. 3£VH. 87. 

Faith, by ancient wiiterty has been stiled ^ the queen of graces.' 
As such she displays her dignity, by disdaining to consult any powes 
l>elow the King of saints. Wh^i she calls in reason and reflectioD 
upbii past experiences, it is to give all the glory to her sovereign 
Lord.' Thus David makes confession of faith in his king. What 
was the gigantic size, the formidable appearance, and tibe haught}F 
tfareatenings of his Philistine antagonist ? To the eye of his &th, all 
were mean and contemptible ; for he saw him that was invisible: he 
fixed his confidence on the invisible power of the Omupoteiit. He 
considered not himself : ^ he was strong in the Lord, and ia the power 
of his might:" he had sweet experience of the truth of his Lords 
^ To him that believeth, all things are possible.'*....Mark ix. 93* He 
kad seen the power of the Lord in delivering him from the fiercenesa 
i^a lion, and from the strength of a bear; and therefore aiiys, not 
^v!th a perhaps or a peradventure, but absolutely in full confidence of 
fiuth, ^The Lord hath delivered, and he will deliver." And the 
Mstory fully assures us, *' According to his fiuth, so it was." 
.' Now ^^ whatsoever things were written aforetime, were written for 
^ui^ learning. ^•••.Rom. xv. 4. Here is a lesson of instruction, from 
llrhich ^Bciples of Jesus may learn the doctrine of self-deapain 
Thine enemies are fierce as lions^ strong as bears, potent and formir 
dabte as Goliath of Oath. To know thou hast neither might not 
strength, and' to despair of victory finom thyself, is thy wisdom*. Thiy 
humbling lesson proud natuve is averse to; but it is profitable to the 
fcfnrit*' By fiuth we glory in the Lord, and him only. Can I loc^ 
back to past experience of his grace and power? Can I call to mind| 
that in such danger the Lord appeared as my deliyerer ? At such e 
time I sweetly experienced the' Lord's power, and triumphed over 
niine enemies? therefore I will trust in die Lend, and not be i^fraid* 
^ast experiences encourage fiitune hopes* A tried friend is a sure 
friend. To forget past mevcies is ungratefiil» To bury our Saviour's 
former dealings wkh our souls in oblivion, is dishonorable to bim; 
Kbt to obniider Jesus as the only hope, a^d Uve upcm him day by day 
^ the exemse of fiuth, is to live below our privilege. Never i|Prai|pa 
his lovei because he suifen thme enemies to put on a dreadful fonoy 
M attack thee with violence* This is to draw tiby faith int« execcis^ 
f$M thy soul may have larger experience of his love and dellverensek 
7tiu( aatth the Levd, (most comfortaUe wotda!) ^^ Be wA afield ueT 
dismayed, by reason of this great multitude; for thci battle h PQt 
yours, but God*s«"....3 Chron* xx. 15. 
Vol. h I 



70 FEBRUARY 26. ' 

Behold I come as a thief. Blessed is he that xvatchelti^ afi^ 
keepeth his^garmentSy lest he walk naked j and they see^is 
. shame. ...Bev.'xvi, 15.. 

Vain confidence begets spiritual sloth. Licentious- principles 
hai^en the heart in sin, deafen the ear to the calls of gracC) and 
cause the tongue to pronounce evangelical excitements to love and 
obedience, legal. But the Faith of Jesus enlivens to duty, and 
inspires the soul with godly jealousy and holy watchfulness. S9 the 
members of Jesus are blessed; blessed in him with all spiritual 
blessings.; and they enjoy a sweet sense of blessedness in obeying 
him. ^^ Behold I come^" saith Jesus the head. In the faith of Uiisy 
Enable me, Lord, to watch alway, saith every living member. . Wc- 
know but in part; there are infinitely greater blessings to be? found 
ki Jesus, more of liis knowledge, his love, his peace, of his image^ 
greater conformity to, and likeness of him. For this we are caHed 
to watch, and wait, and pray continually, lest we lose the garments 
of truth, the clothing of humility, the adorning of the gospel, and 
sorrow overtake us, and shame cover us. So also to watch agakist 
the desperate wickedness of our nature, the devices of S^tai», and 
the decieits of an ensnarii^ world. None fully know the dangers to 
which they are exposed, and how dreadfully they may be suffered to 
fall. Most true, Jesus both can and will keep aU his memb^rs^ by 
his power through faith unto salvation. But it is as .true, thou wilt 
have sad evidence of thy interest in him, while his word is not thy 
rule of conduct. Watch, saith he. 

Comfort and peace of soul are enjoyed in the way of circumspection 
luid watchfulness, while with t:are and diligence we study to approTo 
ourselves as God's children, "by a hply walk und godly coaveraation." 
Awful instances are frequent and visible, of many souls 'fwhodkl 
run well for a season ;" but Satan hath hindered. They have fomaken , 
the precious truths of Jesus, the world has enslaved them, and their 
conversation^garmentB are defiled with gross and abomiotU^ sins* 
vTheir minds appear destitute of faith, love, and holiness,, and. iimt 
shame is seen and manifest. A state, how deplorable i how.aubdl 
to be dreaded I all from neglecting to watch* Serious thoughlts ane 
terrifying, self-examination they fly from, the view of death filto them 
ynth horror, an- appearing, forsaken Jesus they dread. Butihe mfl 
jcome; every eye must see him; though as a thiei^ sudd^riy.; yet to 
his faithful ones not dreadfully, to rob and destroy them ; but to 
gather them together, that they may be ever with him* And iv»)^ 
<4ittle children, abide in him; that when he shsill appear j we tt&ay 
have confidence, and not be ashamed before him at his coming. 
:l Jolui ii. 28. 






FEBRUARY 27. 71 

§^ this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might 
depart from me:... 2 Cor. xii. 8. 

Our Saviour represents God's own elect as crying day and night 
^ Kim*««.Luke xviii* 7.- Sore temptations, soul-burdens, Satan's 
buffetings^ are peculiarly felt by them* Their crying under them 
k a proof of spiritual life; their crying to the Lord only, is ah 
*«Videnee of the feith of God's elect; their intreaties to be delivered 
itam thdm, shew the sanctified, holy disposition of their souls. Thus 
the Lford' draws out into exercise the graces of his children. . His 
jeyes are'.ever upon- them, his ears open to their prayers, and his 
Mdmkf^typ&wtr and grace sufEcient to deliver them. But ^ he that 
b^Uevetfa) must not make haste." We must tarry the Lord's 
leiaucey and be strong in hope. His time is best. It ds. God's will 
JW« ifbould tell hisi of our trials- and temptations. After we have 
ilone this, ^^ we have need of patience;" we must wait for the 
Ic^fihnent of his promise. This is our duty. ' 

• Paul prayed again and again, still the buffetings were continued; 
hfs^- mind' was uneasy, his soul distressed, the enemy triumphing; 
tike Lord making as though he heard not. Prayer and patience 
must g^ hand inhand^ Murmurings are the offspring of unbelief; 
Fretfi^iess ariseth from pride* To lie humble at the feet of Jesus 
is our wisdom. Indulge no hard thoughts of the ^Saviour's will to 
make the« holy, or power to make thee happy, though sin and 
Satan, like unwelcome visitors, daily intrude....appear in various 
8hapes....attack from different quarters, and seem in some sort to 
^sia upon thee in thought, word, or action. When inwardly 
discomposed by unholy tempers, and outwardly harrassed by various 
tesiqitatioiis, poor^souls are ready to think the war will end in their 
Hestructton ; that Jfesus will never give complete victory. But most 
assuredly he wilt In due time we shall reap, if we faint not. Let 
itaiifik)^ ^My grace is sufficient for thee," saith the triunqihant 
head bigloi^', to each of his militant members on earth. . Impor- 
tifitftte' praying, humble waiting, confident believing, comfoitable 
hniping', are Uie very life and essence of a chri^titin.. And let his 
iMts^tUng temptal^cons or conflicting trials be what they may, it is 
^ bl<^tsed privilege to write with the pen of failh, <^ What shall 
separate from the love of Christ?' Nay, in all theise things we are more 
^^stsrconqoerors through him that loved us.'/... Jlom. viii. 3S, 37. 
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Iwtmiefbiit hear my $avi«ttr 8ay» When 1 am w<;&k^ then' am I strbng, 

$Upeii||th sh^U be eijual to thy day; Christ is my strength and Christ my song : 

Then i rejoice in deep distress, '* Sufficient is my grlce," he saith : 

teai^g on all-sufficient grace. Thi^ is enough for pray'r and faith. M. 



Vt rEBBUABSr ft. 

JfhisiaiduHtohim, Ttrily Ixaytmto iHee, Th-d^lMA. 
' shall be with me in Paradise....lMk€iLx6L 4S. 

• UvcsLisr, how gtteit its ])6M^! haw strong its baSbaMte 1 it 
^ould for ever blind the «jreft, and imrden the lieatt a|plunit iesafc 
«nd his grace; but ^^he shall 'di«dd6 the ngdA ^ith the tffiMigw^ 
Tiic prophet's prediction is Jaetr ckftity &lftllfed; iSbK scnrelvigatf of 
^;race is fullf displaTed- Our Locd's 6im doctrine is truly -vctMei 
ih these two thieves: ^Ope shall l>e tak^, the odier lefit.''«»«^li«tt;» 
Qcxiv. 40« Pride is the compaalon of vsicm^aeL Tins keeps »eir ill 
«»bstinacjr ; thef wili not dee ; thef will not boW' to Goiti 8Qir«Migfttyt 
But this is a com&rtaBe trtith to self-^ased sotito: Godhs pmfv* ia 
their hope« But dMJi our Lord bring simiers to ^loty witbottt-Mtiiy 
tepentance, and boliness \ Doth he hexft ius peo^e ill thfir iiak 
aoMi i«beliions? Nc^ Uessed be his naime! Jesus is ^ndtedlo tt « 
Piince aaMi a Saviour: h^ gives repenttiince and renusSioii tiX 'iA6m, 
<^ So he saves his people from their sins*'* Sp he tnafces ttheaa 
2UIPP7 ixi his love b)^ fhe Secret power of tSfte Spmf s tsnRaid afittraf- 
jtioos. Who made these two compabiotis in sin^ these Uaftptencri 
of JesBji to differ? Graoe* soverei^ disliiigiliBhnig, aiflughtf^gracci 
4]d thb wDnderful work; ^'and it is marvellous in our cfftts/^ Hem 
rapid its power! how ^wift its tace! la one xoomcslt % xaikr Bgainsk 
Jrsus is cfaftnged (o a beEever hx htm$ a 'proud ^ebel to an husfale 
ftuppUant; a self-^justifyiiig siniier taaChrtstpexakiBg^ aaitft;: iac 
lament converted^ pardoned) tenrtifa?d» and made meet SsrgkMy.**; 
to-day heil-deserving^ to-day in Paradise* Than iiiiathief beiieved 
irith hia heart unto i^ightoous0eas» aiaf madi^ o^nfieMitoB wteh .lis| 
usouth unto salvation^ ^ 

What hath grace dosief -^hat is it not sMe to adfecti Sweetest 
tncomagement to the vilest of sinneniy to took to Jcflust stw i igw t fc 
IdSftiraAce %x <lie weakiest belieTers to abide in him* ^Lord Jrisisi 
remember me,** proceeds fmm grace In the heart ^ his. ikie»dMsm.«* 
^^ Thou Shalt be with me in Paradibet'' H ^e grackaia imswet finaa 
the tonpie of the head. It was ti^e grace <)f cvr Iiomi JcaiHi^that 
saved this thief, this highwftyman» and tvantlattdkim frofti » gaUo«r4 
oin earth to a a^own in glory* The mdst amiabic character*) tk^iimnl 
ilpright person batiii nothing else to look^t6» to hope &x^ or tmat is^ 
but the cross of Christ alotij: ftr-aalvsttioh. This is all our glorying^ 
By the death of Jesus w6 iivh* The aaaie ^ikit that omhleaifae 
soul to believe on Jesus, conforms it to Jesus in likeness and kyv^ 
iand sanctifies it tifirougfk "die lahh ef Testis, and makes it ^ AuMt f<^ 
thelieavenly inheritance With the saints ittglory/'.M«Col*i* \1l^- 



JtfASdH I^ ft 

Zibtff he tiiVukl gwe sternqiiife to as fHm^ m tbou hast 

Deism, or a rejection of God*^ revealed thitli> is natural t6 us 
«U« Htticct some lUiv^ m^ ^ The noligkn of natura is th^ religion 
Iff Satan *r' ^ it aSecla a. spirit of pride and independence of Go4y ' 
Md Mbellicn Jigojast hia iritt* Why does a Deist reject the way df 
m^t^&m by lesoai TiHif, because it is contrary to his natural 
H^tioitt: he oannot Tecoendieit to the ^ttri^tes and perfections c^ 
Deiiy<i . Upon the very aaine footing many professors nbhor, with 
the utnost hukgnaitioii) the soripture«doctrine8 of God's ererkstihl; 
\m9f vAcoftditiafial election of siimers, and the final perseverance 
of luB saiSits to eternal life, by Jesus* Now, both Deists and 
Phariates proceed up<in the same principles; carnal reason, pride, 
«fld selfni^ghteousness, reign in their hearts, axid blind their eyes* 

But it is the- beliavefs metcy to see the tmthi his humility to 
vitorit t0 it;- and hM d^ty to cotttend for it in love* Thus our elder 
htotiier -Jesus ever acted^ and thus he prays in submission to the 
<w31 of hk Father, and our Father. Though he had power over all 
fiesh, yet -only to those ^^ the many, whom the Father had given 
him, was he to^ give eternal life." They were given to him as 
his? charge^ te i^edeetny sft&otify, and save : they were given to him as 
tfid rewiiid of all has toilsand sufferings: they are the precious jewels 
trhich <soinp6se his mediatorial crown: tiot one of them can be lost* 
This is impossible* Hence he glories of them, ^^ Behold, I, and the 
Childiteii whom the Lord hath given me*"****Isa* viii. 18* Hence 
they a«edt8iUtigBished by special grace; they possess the gift of 
precious faith,. ^ called the faith of God's elect,"*«**Tit* i* l***.it being 
pctiiiliai^tothtaaoaly* By this they enjoy the sense bf the Father's 
eteethig iove^ the knowledge af the Sen's redemption, and the 
tM»nilbr(hig witnesss^f the Holy Ghost* 

* ^9n« «f the biost«jtc^ent of all human compositions; full of truth 
Mrd siM<StiMsS) and well worthy Ihe constant study of every chiustian» 
to the 17%h Article of the churdi of England.*..^ Predestination to 
IMb y^tht everlaadng purpose of God, whereby (before the foundationi 
4^liie I0otid wet« laid) he hath ecxistantly decreed by his counsel* 
MK^Mttco lis, to deliv«r from csrse and damnation those whom he 
hathchoeeo in Christy oat<if tttankold, and to bring them by Christ 
tGLevstiaBdng aalvatioa, ss vessete made to honor: where^e thejr 
which be endued with so exccUent abenefit of God, be called according 
td<k>d^a pnntMrse, by hss^Spii^ wtirhilig iadOe season* They, through 
grace, obey the callings .they be justified freely i mtde sons of God 
by adoption ; made like the image of Jesus Christ, they walk religi- 
ously in good works, and at length, by God's mercy they attain ever* 
lasting felicity*' << Hold fast the form of sound tf Qrds/'-**3 Tim. i* 1 3. 
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T4 MARCH S. 

Therefore all things wfiatsoever you would that men should 
do unto youy do ye even so to them i fo^ this is the law 
aiidthepropli€ts....Matt.v\\,l2. 

It Is an observation of the Heathens^ that ^ if virtue ims to 
appear in human form^ men would be enamoured with het* beauty.^ 
But, alas! this has been proved to be an idle speculation* For that 
glorious man Jesus, in whom every virtue centered, who was 
adorned with every grace ; who went about doing good, and lived 
as never man did, yet ^^ he was despised and rejected of men*** 
Blmdaess <^ mind is a first-bom sin. To see form and comeliness 
in Jesus, is peculiar to eidightened souls. To hear, love,' and obey 
jthe holy precepts Christ taught, anseth'from a renewed heart* 
Morality and good works are at the tongue's end of every man* The 
most immoral and profligate are ever* ready to applaud, to boast (^9 
and to trust in, even what they never practise. It is a certain truths 
they boast most of their works who have the smallest share of them* 

It is the christian's mercy diat he is not only delivered from such 
awful delusion; biit what JesUs taught outwardly, in word, is wrote 
inwardly in his heart by the power of the Spirit. Therefore obedience 
is delightful from inward principles. Though he is not called to 
merit the love of God by his moral obedience, yet love is the sweety 
constraining principle to moral observances. ^^ Love is the fulfilling 
ofthe whole law." As "whatever is not offaith is sin," so whatever 
proceeds not from love, is contrary to holiness.- An immoral 
christian is as inconsistent a character as a chaste harlot. Heathens 
might talk' of the golden rule ; the law may command it; the prophets 
may instruct in the nature of it; natural men may pretend to admire 
it ; but heavenly instructed, believing souls only, are enabled to love 
it in the spirit of their minds, and to obey it in their life and practice* 

Verily, disciple, though Jesus gave no laws, by the fulfilling of 
w-hich thou shouldest obtain a title to eternal life; yet he, who 
fulfilled all righteousness for thy salvation, calls thee to love and 
obey his precepts. The moral precepts of Jesus are as much enjomed 
by him as When he says " Come unto me all that are heavy ladeni 
aind I will refresh you." In obeying this we find comfort to our soul* 
In observing the golden rule of morality, we bear a noble testimony 
to the honor of Jesus, to the glory of God, and to the good of our 
fellow-creatures. It behoves us to beware lest Jesus " is wounded* 
in the house of his friends," and the way of truth be evil spoken of, 
by a contrary conduct ; for, saith Jesus, ** Ye are my friends, if ye' 
do whatsoever I command you•'^••.John xv» 14* 



MARCH 3. 

LsCt us therefore cothe baidltf to the throne of grace, that zve 
majf obtain mercy y and find grace to help in every time 
of need....Heh/\\. 16, 

H Vert few, comparatively^ of the subjects of an earthly monarch 
are permitted free access to majesty* This is too high an honor to 
be made common* Kings' courts are for the noble and' eminent* 
The poor and destitute^ the miserable and distressed have, no admis- 
sion there ; . but, ye poor, distressed subjects of Jesus, the King of 
kingS) it is not thus with you* Your King, though ever on a thix>ne» 
where, majesty and glory shine with the brightest lustre^ yet graoe* 
mercy, and kindness are freely dispensed to needy souls* Hither 
you are invited to come ; yea, more, to come boldly* Why ? 
Because you are ^^ rich, and increased in goods, and have need of 
nothing?" Nay, but because your King knows you are " poor and 
miserable, blind and naked creatures in yourselves" day after day* 
Nothing to present to your King to procure his favor.**.nothing to 
bring, which deserves his acceptance of you* But he loves your 
perscms, and haa riches for your poverty, eyersalve for your blindness, 
a garment for your nakedness, a robe for your rags, and mercy for 
your nasery ; yea, a heaven of grace for your hell of deserts* 
', Your Mediator with his blood, your High Priest with his- much 
mcense, always intercedes* There can be no period of your life 
but what is a time of need* Who has obtmned all the mercy? 
Who has found all the grace which can be dispensed from this 
titutmei Thou art still a sinner, and wantest mercy .and grace; thou 
hast still need of both; and as thou findest thy want.of mercy,, thy. 
meed of grace, hither thou mayest always repair with boldness; 
here thou mayest ever expect a rich supply ; for God the Father, 
is the.fpuntain of grace and mercy; Jesus thy Saviour, is the trear 
i^urer i " All fulness of grace dwells in him ;" the Spir^, the com- 
forter, i£ the dispenser of mercy and grace* Why then, O souU 
that bacl^wardness, that shyness, which, too, too often hangs upoa 
thee? What privilege so great? what encourageinent so strong? 

'^ Copae .with boldness," yet consistent with awe and reverence*. 
Bol^ess of faith is grounded on something without a man, on nothing 
in him ; not on the fervent heart of love, the bleeding heart o£ 
repentance^ the active life of obedience, the suffering mind of patience ; 
but faith fixes on Jesus, and the believer comes with an empty heart 
and hand to be filled with the free gifts of grace* He may come with 
^Idness of speech to Jesus as his friend and brother, freely to pouc 
his comi^aints into his loving t^eart, and to tell him of all his sorrowiM 
Sweetest encouragement from the friend of sinners 1 ^^ Come unto 
me all ye that lsdx>ur and ar^ heavy laden," (most blessed promise I) 
^ and I will give you rest*'\***Matt. xi* 38. ^ 



f 6 llAftCH 4^ 

Unto you mkc hdkee^ he is pr€cious\..^l Pet. tK 7. ' 

W£ are loved witb precious love; redeemed by precious 

blood; comforted by precious promises; justified by precious 

y WAtrui yea, ngfateousntesy fartiness, heatvii) we hasve- 9l\ hf- unkm 

/ ' - '^'-^ ^itb a precious Jesus. Surely then, ^to tlwni that believe fae In 

precious*'' 

Say) ye sons and daaghteta of porerty and afikktiim, fa^not this a 
thne when fricmds grow cofA aad Reseat you I But id sncb a^easony 
4id you find one friend who visited you in yoor diatPes8**Mwaa ev«p 
saying kind tlnngs to yoa^*e!reT doing all passible good £br you.*w4 
when in pritcmf he sought you oott and set you at liberty«.i*«hett sida 
he yr^ 7<^' physician and healed you—^wheo naked faeolothed yoift»«a 
when in abject poverty -he made you neh.«..thuft waa alwi^ pleaaed[ 
when he could make you easy and hai^yo^^say^ is not this a friend «f 
len thousand ? a Iviend who sticketh closer than a brother^ Is no% 
such a cite precious indeed^ 

AU this, and infinitely more than all tiust«hatk Jesua daneior a poo* 
wretdied race of sinners* Therefore he is uideed tativem^ aprectonisr 
^ Fn^VMly wholoveth at all times; the predoua brotheB^ who is bona 
for adversity«'%.«»PlK>v. xvii* 1 7* *' Jesus Chnst is the sam« yesterday^ 
So-day, and for -ever^" Precious in what he hath done yesitefday**^* 
ahed his blood for the guilty«-«wioiig^t attt a righteaoaness to clothtf 
tiie naked soul- To-day he is pleading our cause befoae the. tfasone^ 
where ^^he ever lives to save to the ottemtoet aU tfaem that cetnii 
imto God by him»^.«.JMeb. vii* d5* He is making tove-^visits, sending 
kind tokenst refreshing manifestatioAa oi h» fovor, causing pood 
hearts torej<uce la himvfiUingtthem with peace and comfoit ttarongli 
him. O he is inestimably precioua in what he iadpii^t and in what ha 
will dof for Jesus will never leave one of his members till he has 
brought them all safe through a wieked woMj given them th^ viesavyr 
^ver sin, Satan, and deaitlH aod lodged their precious souls in the acvnt 
•f hu» ^embraces ; ^ for where i mn, there shal^ aU my sepvaiiti ht/^ 
saith our ' loving Sanimr* O who can nay how inlii^tel^ pteekM 
Jesus is to the saints above ! This we must ^ to knovT. Theu^ 
««now we know but in part, and spe^t but in part;** yet what wedosea' 
JMsd know by foith, we can say, ^* he is preetou^ indeed/' 

However distressmg onr circumstances to sense and feclh i g , yrf 
his eye seeth us, his heai^ of love is townrds vs, heis Immanuel, God 
with us. Ate we sick <^ sin? he is our physician* Is skv our harden ¥ 
- he is onr mighty detiverer. Doth the few accuse and eondeitth us^ 
lie is IPSE Loan our ai^HYEoiFSHEss. . Do hist and eorrup^onirebel' 
against us? he is our sanetifieaitioR. IK> the weiM, ^iii, itod' Satimi 
tbwatea csii^ destruction J he is Jssvs, our8ai4our, our sa^a^on r Wf' 
ALL and in ALL«..«CoI. iii. H* - . ^ ^ -^ ' 



Who hath saved us, and called us uriih a hofy^camng.:.. 
2 Tim. i. 9. 

SvcB as our natural notiotis of sin and danger are, duch is oar 
judgm^it of Bcivation and deliveranee* In our natural state we see 
^^idjT' the fruits of Mil iiy outward actions? but consider not the corrupt^ 
cursed nx>t from' whence they spring. Hence poor souls thinks it no 
^great and difficult matter to be saved: especiaHy tf they have some spe«- 
dbus shew of the externa] adomings of sobriety, momlity, and religion. 
^Happy soulsy who have escaped this dang^irous rock of pride and self- 
deceit! for when the scales of ignorance £U1 from the eyesy- and Uife 
veU of unbelief is taken off the heart; when the true light sbmedi in 
.the mind, and the purity and s]Hrituality of l^od's holy law is ma&t 
Manifest in tite consdence, then the nbner sees hisstate truly desjpe- 
•Mte. Sin appears exceeding sinful ;^ justly deserved hell and wratl 
are most dreadfiil ; and most deplorable of all, he finds he nnist utt«'lf 
sink into despair, and perish, for any thing he is able to do to save his 
«ottl. ^ God be merdfiil to me a sinner I" is the cry of his heart, 
.^Inthatday shall the deaf hear the words of the book; aiidtheeyeft 
'5of the bUnd shall.sce out of obscurity/' saith the I;ord...«Isa; xxix. 1 8; 
Thebook of God's eternal counsel shall be disclosed ; his purpose and 
decree of salvation i^all be made kndwn by his revoated truth to the 
heart; the joyful sound of salvation by Jesua shall b6 heard in the 
senl, and the«poor skmer shaH see Christ'^ finished work as his only 
hope. Love presided in the counseF. Grace shaill reign to salvations 
The gosp^ trumpet sounds reconciliation toungqdly sinners, aialvation 
tar lost souls. Their good worits produced it not ; thiir sins, however 
ttiimerousr and great, ahali notdeprive them of it. '■ We are first saved^ 
thencalledtx>knowit,aDd^rifyGod forit.' . - ^^ 

When called with an effectual calling to Jesus, by the word an4 
power <^ t{ie*Spirit, we possess and enjoy hope in God, and comfort 
{eom him. Effects- prove ^mt cause. A bold, confident assurance 
^thast I luzvelectAdy Lknow my ainsave paiidoRed,'is not of the essence 
of gospel faHb, or that applies the eomfovts. ef gospel salvation ter 
the. sold; but djection ta salvation' is made manifest by 'Va holy 
galling*", Paul did ^ot only confidently assert he was fth apostle; 
but, says he, ^^tvuljr.tbe signs of an apostle were wrought amtohg* 
>you."..««2^Gor. xii»' 13. And verily, discsple, if thou art saved in 
^uipose and deciee-. from eternity, redeemed by Jesus in tilne, 
effectual vocation is the omsequence; whereby thou'artxsdled to the 
Imowledge of a holy Saviour by a holy faith; art a. partaker of a holy 
nature, and wilt " shew.thy fkitl* by thy-w^Dfrks;** Inward purity df 
hfiajrt^4,ont^ard holiness of life^will ever be the study and joy of'thy 
soul*' <VWi^Q|ft^b9liim9>na.|n|ui shall see theI.Qrd.".«MHQb. xii-U. 

Vol. I. K 



iSiri^ing ironist sm....iiklK'»^, i^ . \ 

< What poor, low, legal work is this V say some^ * We are happy 
4& Christ witibout such a stiife^'.***^ W««re|>erfeQt, fyl^ horn ihgaiH) 
putettfy swicttfed and fr^ed.&om «U 6}ih thfir^fepe p^ fifsiff js At 
j«i end/ M.y othm^ AIm 1 poor, iMfie^ -i^iglit 9^aCiii9i» tteu ^ 
ever IB danger-; on the n|^t tiaodt of 'Kooiiticitt«a«Mi ; fm ttt^^^klm^ 

iwith tiie white devU of frido, «itid the .Uimk d<9¥tt^9f.ki|i|, (hm-wt ^i«e^ 
lildile to he sedttctd iro«a <the truth* Wh^«ii. f94x^ 'to ia^^ # .^iw 
4xmeh«toiie to try uma nod dectrms \^:i T'feegiiifrimg^ofyehHrtiiii! 
«»f old, as recordod by the Spiiit ^f ^tiiiib» affords ii»H|tA;^ dia^Wt 
•emimei^ of the itifliieiice of gaspel^race* . . ;?. .. 

The fegenerate soul being rostovad tsck theitfe «d li>Me«<>f <iM hf 
Ihefidfh of JeBu^y-aver, while it is ituproo^ed io; ikp <ha4|SPf i»*m» 
Tomded) irithin fiBd without, with foes of -oy^iiy^hiiid* . Vbfm» like 
m&g^ oooibatasitftt stri^re and fight agalnat its se^l, liolinei^ j^ 
ixMiifoit. Hare th^ ehrhitiaii, under the. iofli^^ce of 4ie Sgm% 
caanot, will not daite he pa8at¥e to suffiEn* sii^iuits tiQrfiCBniid^ 
to lord it ovar.hhn: but he willhe acti^vc; figbting, aliivjing, wjDNdf 
Mng ngmat mi» besom inni^tet bis 'wmvt &ai i^^dwoUiiig mt . U 
tiafieets a diirhduov uptia the author mAHb^jgnM oi'fyiMh 40 aupgiw 
that It leavee thie nwH in an idle toudof ^wahaofe «or.ai>elancbrty MHinc 
YtUI;'or that it oau he sfiti»6ed>«rith<$amaligratift^iM»f^ 
^eli^ts of A perishing world* No ( heiug ^alive td Qqdi iK^QWet 
4he &i^ of Jesus, me ^^all atrtve ifor the 4&iieteryrf ^Ad ^he ^pm^^^viytr 
in all things. Our very sighs aud ^igmnmf ^owble v^mt^mi^MH 
lieavinessy evidenee our e^fiicta md $tjmgg)m; . mx c^ la ^^(^fyt 
strength proves our vnadqm% and fomhodes eur vititoKa. fiii7.;pali$^ 
iinduring, aub«li8siin» .waiting* -stMb^ ^mev(irtng» nad ^^ssm^iffi- 
striving) till ddivatwcet p^£9ct d^UvairMMseia g?«iiteds./^W/lW 
^^e have the mind of Christ'Wihe USe ^f ^Qhnifitwltbe Sl^H vdr 
ClSiist; 'thatvwa are tiie beloved'fovetkfli. of Cbtif^ and <lbat wm 
are^ahall be &r ever with Christ*: , .} 

• Nofw^tte Lord'a promisa iSf. '^ I Jwffl Jwe :out ;f 0ur foe^ hof 'Ut^ 
and lktle4" In a vary, vasy-^diaart tima, ^Oxhrif ti<lti»4i|lUipthy b^fd 
inrithjoy, tfay.redamptionid^weith uig^} tbaj^y&l.^eui^icif p^^^fe^ 
idctc^. ahaU he proclaiteed> f^9iid4he anMiies:yQu'thiftid^.i»ae9 i^^ 
^md^Foan under, dtrive and fight. againsfe lyouiihaU 8<« thi^fi^, i^ 
QBABB fi)r eves*" ./ . . ..... 



'J^ofd, ^ estMsa thy judgnyia^rii^, : la V|^a ^^^4»tt ftidf^ifn 
And all thy statutes just: White sin denies our mme i 

Thence I maintain a constant fight l^A^ siiiki Our i\MM llowiitsa'fSttv 
With ev'ry fbttfring Imt. ^Fhey scaiie^dvitrfe^dtt uaak^ 



MAJUStn . n 

Jifyvake dkUt thm tmar in Ae ntarmig^ OLord; in thi^ 
v; taar^ngxiriUI direct n^prtefer mUo ibee,end mil bok 
tip....Psabn V. 3. 

in tile Lord w^ all Bviey in«v«, aM iare mir b«teg^^ tlittefiire 
iei9tlieiifdMijpttMilrib^d«l)r«f«l^m«ft |0Cft& upentb^iuaM offtiit 
ikM itr^var^* But wMatit ad^y frMb. mnui^ nd 9eu»» it^ 
iMMtaMdA fkai p w» B<8B > an kie8tij(i|abl» bMtfkig, hy iHiedyidweftof 
^iBiee^ Th«^ pcmriiigiK^Qt ef the Spirit of gitete and sdppMeatiidiiy ifr 
«M of flMMie i^Mm^ fafeft^ngs wMeieewith ti«f i^ liMae^ fa> Ciid>ist 
iettilN. }Rth««r«l<tiifrii#tMs, Mkita HI an tgte» hatd esj^M^ 
fliMci'feUM4df( aad €Mkiiltti^m Gkni; vik have be^ kidslged 
irfft «Ma»)r iil«fcki» wUch Uie^ songlit i^ ^i» hiHh: <^ And thifr i« 
flfo «biiBklMie«' thiit #e Have 'fd Jesii»^ tilait tf we ask av# rafHct 
i€dbi^igt(>ldtwii^ he lleaKtlb ii^''^.i l^te 
' Tlii^ duty seems to be the first employ of Dartd'sheait. Hi&begail 
il»da3Fki pmqrer: atfflOoil^aildftetei^wer^&iropedi^^lliemoit^g^ 
ISli,hediT«cftedMi«liito^k>okt^uiilotheL(»d: after lildFtoliglF« had 
^e«d laQk<^4ip yi itteAt slae|>y th^ firHe smmd of hk ^tik^ bfeiibd 
ilMh itf aklArifcsa «^ Ills Gcidk Why ^ this holy maa'ft pnieti;^ 
f^Gma^f DbiiM:!^ lir UFas wtfftteft fey MMnstiiielioai^ to neiiyiid uni 
lhfeift'%ii^si#^t1»t»i^thedaywi!thOiB«JU BeCtei^togefitotBathv«n« 
«f gtfK^«^iMit»'t9k« iMftiiittM of ife> than aiSer workBy coticems havd 
lirt^odifcd «tt our imllds* Wn^t t^ se^ loid S6rt6 eut^ beat fneiid ArsK 
^i^is ikot thli «h ai^»c^bgtM:h^ Thofigh a throne ef g^ee is eve^ 
dcbesiibte; thoniip^h beli^^fs itre alwaya aeoeptabie tfhereto in- Christ i 
dxough "we It&ve the freaiest encduragements to draw n%h to God; 
fhenij^ wefhikte ^rtamf strong corruption#, powerftd lintsyand sii^il 
passions, ever read^ ^ break ottt^ yet that we should be so vfiteii beset 
liffth backiii'irirdneflfsWpraycrf May we net justly charge many of th^ 
iipe and'inisesiriHlige») siiia and iaffihgs, the breakkig» Ibrth of o^ 
failk^ tempcfi*, to the neglect «f tW&duty J Mo^careluiry ou^^vtest 
Qioa, X> soul, to begin the day Mth s^eldag the pow^r oif^ the spint 
io enable thee to mortify thy sins^ aend to Ih^ unte 6od«' Tho«i eom« 
iplfidnest of d^adness and barrenness of soul ^ wfio eacn enHreH an^ 
iaake'thee fruitful 1^ Hxe deai" Lord whom thou negleetest to cff 
liito? If thhie outntod walk is a reproach untb th^ if tile peace of 
tShy uriiid ts ffequetttiy ruffled and <fisturbcd through want of peace 
&d power fh>m Jesus, doth not thy closet testify against thee, ao^ 
too much neglected? May not tiiis accusation be justfy- charged 
upon us? ** Ye have not, because ye ask not*"«.wJames iv. 2. But 
our Moved invites ; hi» comjnauA is for tJUfMcsshi^. ** A$fc a^id yi 
shall »eceure> that ymx jay way be full.' V«Joto itvU %U 
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» MARCH a; 

Butythitt^einoisQlelarni^ Ckriiti if so he iHat- ^ hfiSs 
% rheard himjXmd kmc beisn taught by him, as the truth is 
' in Jesus....Epk.\w. 20,21. ' . . 

Jesus, the great prophet of lib diuit^h/spei^il to "the faeaHs of 
ji& inemberB- This is his snperiw eKceUesice to all odier {nioph^s^ 
for. they caacnl^ apeak tothe* eur. : To attend a preached gospel i> 
our . constant dutyW -BujfcalloQr {»x>&t and happiness arise from hear* 
Ing^he^Saviour'svoiee to our souls* Under the outward miidstirjry 
inwardly to listen to the teachinga of his Lord) ctould be every chrisr 
taan'4 concern I Many cry, O what. an ezecdlent. {Hreacher! wfaa£« 
charming s^n^m? But why? Did^ tihon hear Jeims speak? did he 
teach? hast thou heard somewhat fmm him? Thou knowei^ disciple, 
^lOQ^ a Paul plants, thojuf^jaa ApoUos wat^rsf yetit is tbe £kkvioiir'« 
presence and power that giye.the.UK^rease of faiHi, love, peace, :and 
']<»^.M;Iris ,* ' . -' .. 

.So the Saviour is pleased to teach; so disciples love to l^am* 
'Thenis.it well with:the soul;<for it reluseth t» act and waft xfter 
the.courseiOf this present evil world; for.:he. says, .the Sayiopir hatfa 
teught me better. Why do^- he. take pain^io teach me the loy^ of 
his cross I Why hal^h^ tnstmcisd me in the truths of his ;9AlvatJi^? 
Why hatb.)ie onaiAe. koown to my popr heart the unsearchable vkhf^ 
o{fais.|^ra»e)«!edem9^9n inhisbli^.forgivf^eas<^a^^ acceptance 
with: Godi'snd pea^e. «4id love from him ? And do I possess ^^a good 
hope thoMigh gra^ci^" tl)at' as, verily as I have learned Christy heard 
bim,«been taugl^t by him, an4 know the truth as inhim, I shall soon 
be with him. After.atf this, can I walk in the vanity of m^ mind^ 
csn-i %wn aside fefom the freergipice truths of the gospel, to ^ove my 
teeth 8iBt on edge wUb the squk grapci^^ goR!^ human systems.? 
Or Qfmst thou everthmk, dLsciploy 4hat the liberty of the Spirit tf^nd^ 
to Ucf^itipuen^ss of the fl^sh, or thfit^grs^ce mafceasinless haftefiili or 
that a holy walk, and obedient life, doth not How from the docl^iiMia 
and testings <»£ our Saviour? Surely, thou must Iw^ that as the 
-work of Jesus! l^fe- ^^ death was to. justii^ sinners, ^. the teadnnn^ 
^ ki^ Spirit is. to sanctify them* And veri^ i£ this is done inwardly 
«i thy apul, it If i)l:be evidenced outwardly on thy life, in separatiog 
«t^yse)f as a hply vesspsl, mf^et forthe master's use, from all sensuality 
:^ uncleamiess; in ^^putljng off the old man with his deeds," pead in 
^erviiigpur God and Saviour '^ in newness of the Spirit^ andnotinthe 
Tpldaesi^of vthe letter."..*.Romf vii..6. 

•' : ... - • • - • • " '':■■■•'' 

Qrder my footSJtcp$ by thy word» . A holy feU(Mfship» with tll^^ . . 

And make my heatt sincere ; . My Lord, may I enjoy : 

Let sin have no doniinion. Lord, Thus I may ever learn to be, 
/ Mt keep lay conscience clear. Dc«d to att siafid jojr- ^' 



MARCH §.^ t\ 

^If^efore the redeemed of the l/^d shall return and can^ 
ivitk singing to %ion,' and everlasting joy shall be upon 
J heir head; they shall obtain gladness and jay, and sorrow 

. and'TWHirrung shall ^e away....Isa. IL 11. 

^ *VA 600» word maketh the heart glad.".*.»Pfov. xii* 35. This 

k troe of the good word of gospel^grace* Unscriptund notions of 

conditional grace and salvation deject the spirits of sensible sinners. 

Ood*s free-grace declarations and absolute promises reviye the hearts 

of contrite ones* Man's ifs, supposkions^ and peimdrentures, UasA 

t6 GOanteract God's sralls and will s, his gracious purposes uid 

loving determinations* Wherethe word of a king is, tiiere is power : 

''^'And who may: say unto him, what dost thou ^''....Eccles^ viii. 4. . In 

the word of Jehovah there is almighty power: ^^ He .doth according 

116 his will in the army of heaven, and among the inhal>itants of tlie 

} earth: none can stay his hand^ or say unto him, What dost thou?" 

j '••MDan. iv# ^S* , » : . ^ 

' God's I WILL and tov shall, are the stay, the strength, the 

'food of fiiith. It is the joy of believing hearts to set thdr seal to 

'God'St free, promises, and say, Amen^ so be it* The arm of the 

Lord, the strength of Jehovah, which hath done wonders of old, is 

""liot shbrtenisd that it cannot save; that is our mercy. It is, it ever 

will be stretched forth in power ; that is 6ur conilbrt. Every redeemed 

''sou! ^^ SHALL return to mount' Sioh, to the general assembly of the 

church of the first-bom, which are enrolled in heaven; and to God» 

the Judge of all; and to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant^ 

and to the blood of sprinkling. "••••Heb* xii* 33* 

• All the objects of the Father*s love are the subjects of the Son^ 

redemption, and shall be partakers of the Spirit's power and conso- 

kttion. In returning to Je^us they shall find rest, and peace, and 

joy* By the sprinkling of his blood, sorrow and mourning flee away 

IWum their consciences* Then how sweetly, how joyfiilly do we sing 

thesohg oP Moses ?.*..£xod. xv. 1 ••••<< The Lord is my strength and 

'itay soilg: he is become.*..what ? even my salvatiok," &c. How 

-eomfortably do our souls join the triumphant song of the victorious 

.Laitib.***Rev* i. 5«***^ Unto him that loved us, and washed us from 

dur sins in his own blood, and hath made us kings and priests unto 

God, mid his Father, to him be glory and dominion fiw ever and 

'-ever.* Amen*" What strong consolation! what full assurance is 

proclsdmed from the mouth of the Lord! Every sentence contains a 

shall; not it may be, but it shall be. Sinners feel the power of 

grace, . Which melts hearts of stone into flesh ; saints feel the comfort 

of love, which turns mournful penitents into joyful sbuls. " All 

thiags are of God, who hath reconciled us ta himself by Jesus 

Chri8t."....2 Cor» v« 1#« 
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it MARCH Id* 

FoUm peace tokh atl mm, €tnd holmes, withmtl tiMdk n^ 
man skaSsce the Lard....Heb. xH. 14. 

" He that believeth shall be saved." This is the immutablefc 
decree of the God of tnith. Asl no tnftn shall see the Lord without 
Itoliiiessy (o no man caA be hdf without fislth in Jesvs. But this- 
is the pecufiar blessedness of cnxj bdiercTy he blnriy, he is ^^ ssBc-i- 
tified by ^th which is in Christ Jesus*' V*. Acts* xxri. IS. AQl 
fuch are ^ caUed to be sahit%"*...I Cor. L ^••••cafled ta hoHness of 
Bfe and conTersation. There are no hxAj unbefieversy noi^ unhotj* 
beUeters. Gospel-exhortations are suited to the s]xrituftl state of 
regenerate souls. They are subjects of the Prince of Peace; ar^ 
at peate with God through our Lord Jesuis Christ. As ag;reeaMeto)» * 
their character, to the will of God, and to the peace of their owl* 
minds, they are ever to study and endeavor to follow peace with» 
dlt men, consistent widi faith and a good consciences So of helinefli^ |r 
being holy members of the holy Jesus, beloved children of a holy: 
God, subjects of a holy Spirit, called by a holy gospel, partaket^of 
A holy faith, hetrs of a holy kingdom; therefore all the way of thet^ 
journey thither they are to follow holiness. Partaking of the root of 
holiness, by union irith Jesus, all the fruits of holiness sprimg*- 
Christ is (he way wherein we are to walk: confomuty to lus imago 
fii the delight of new-bom souls ; but we are subjects of a nattn^e^ 
wMcb is averse to this. Still we know that holiness and hap^ittesa 
are ever inseparable* Hi^ness is our vocation^ our business, aa^ 
is ever to be our constant aim ; though not to A^commend us to God 
to x>i^^u>*c his favor, or as a condition of our acceptance in iiiSf 
sight, htm that we may glorivt him '^ who hath made us accepted 
in tiie beloved." 

Saints are not to indulge themselves on the bed of doth, dream^ 
of heaven, big with hopes of a fool's paradise, and vamly wish^ ta 
cast themselves out of Delilah's lap of worldly pleasures and sialul 
gratifications, iwto Abraham's bosom of heavenly joys: but we* are 
studiously to uvoid every thing which is cobtrary to the nature of true 
holiness, and ever to be £!igent in the use of sueh means, whichf^ 
through the power of the Holy Spirit, may increase our love of 
holiness, and cause us to abound in the practice ckf itk Tm(» ve 
have innumetabk enemies from within and without to oppose our 
progress in holiness. So much the more need of diligence and 
activity* We know that the delicious fruits of happiness grG«r wly ^ 
in the paths of lu^ness; and the Lord's strength which n for us^ i» 
greater than all that is against us. Ever remember a throntf of graise 
is always open to us, and we are exhorted to dmw nigh to Godirith^ 
boldbiess. Great and pte^ious promises are given nifc ^ M m^I^^' 
encourage us ^^ to serve God without fear in holiness fSxA dgjhteiCHIB? 
ness b^ore him all the days of our life.'*»..«Luke i. 74^ 75* 
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KlAltCH 1^; n 

"^ ye i^p my. commbndments, ye shalfiMde in my lave^ 
even as I have kept my FiPiAer'scovwumdments^iwi abide 
, VI hSs Jove,... John xw. 10. 

L JDo ai^j-T^vOBch us concerning our hopa of eterml life» thtt 
ir« do not expect it by free grace and promise only, but clogged with 
temns and coaditionB which we must fulfil? Do thejr say we are 
only dreaming legalists, under the legal yoke, and not Christ's free-> 
men I We answer.**. We not <m}y talk of, but w/e enjoy Christ ; we 
ila not jnecely prate about faith, but we partake of its power; not 
t)nly hear of love described, but we feel its influence ; not barely 
lock for jaivation from sUi, but we enjoy it by the faith of Jesus now ; 
and iwe know that we^hall partake of salinatibn with eternal glory* 
For .he whojie^rer spoke one word m vain, hath pronounced of all 
his members, ^ As the FatheEr liath loved me, so have I loved you* 

: Continue ye in jny love*** And th^ loving h^art of Jesus is jso set 

i^Q oar bemg always happy, that he directs us. how to act, so as 
conrtaatly to abide in the sweet sense of his \ev^; that so we may 
. enjo^ still greater measures of it in our Iheaits. If ye ke^ my 
fomman^nients, so. shall it be witih you* 

JeauB ever abode in his Father's JcKve ; this he maiufested by 
doing the Father's will, and keeping his ocnnmandments. In his 
wmiLof ofaedience.'hc received this testimony from the .FaUietf ^' This 

I i^ my well^beloved Son, in whom I am well pleaaed.*' So Abraham 

]^ this blenyed witness borne him .by the Ixirdt '^ Now I know 
then immeBt God/' And also a repetition of the grand promise 
^y&x iiimnpan the obedience^ his faith*.««Gen« xaii* iS..*18.. , 

. So also shall disciples find the testimony of the comforting Spirit^ 
in :dke way of keeping the conmiandments of Jesus* Though not 
fori yet ^^ in keeping thy Gommandmfiiits:there is great reward*"**^ 

I Ssaliii «ix* rj* This, David well knew by happy experience* S^. 

Ni aaiftts do^e^cperience* 

Fuiiyii and .love are the conmiandments of Jesus* To belieiw in» 
vdyiipoiiy. confide and trust in the Lord Jesus from hour to hourt 
tids IS' to honor Um* To love God. and one another as his childreUf 
is the itrue .badge of the ' disciples of the loving Saviour; this is to 
obey :htfn* The inore .loving :&ith, .and &ithful love to Jesus abide 
in JOiir hearts, ao mnoh the more will ^jxeace^ consolation, and joy be 
flicieaaed intouraouls* 

V 'Bajmydaem thia^legality ? May tike God of grace fill our hearts 

sflth> sueh 'legality day by. day! . so shaU.we be truly evangelized* 

^ «Aii\yeiiaitt^etefiixe received Christ Jesus the Lord,ao walk ye in 

fctaMWtadaniL-bi|ilt.up.in.him, andestablishe the £uti^ as^ye bavn 

lise^ tnus^tf abounding therein with thanksgivuig*"*^^Col*:ii* 6^7^* 



TheKin^s ddvgkler is MghrUus ^itiiin ; ^ier ch^^ 
qf wrought gold....PsatmxW. 13. 

THtts Jehovah, the 8overeig;ii Lord of all, who *< calleth things 
thUthe not) as thoagh they werfr/' speaketh'by ht^ Sfmif df Hfl 
l^hurch. By the peA <^ the royal prophet, the Lord describes t!4 
4)eauty and ^ory of all his inembf rg. They are tiewed by God iAii 
Father,* from aU* eternity, in Chiist Jesus the heavenly bride^om; 
They are b^ved and chbsen in him.*./^ saved in the Lord ^Jesti'ii 
irkh an everlasting' salvation. ''«.;.l8a. xlv. 17. They are made atf 
g^loriou9 within; withbut, they are most Hchly dothed. - ^ 

What the church is viewed from eternity, that eadi member ii 
destined to, and' shall be mode in time* For the establishing and com^ 
fort' of our £sDth and hope, which is in God, here is a sweet, a hear 
and dear relation spoken of, and which ever subsists: thexhurch is 
Ihe Hing of glory's daughter, " the Lamb'r wife, "....Rev. xxi. 9,,..'' 
ftccordihg to the immutable law of love, which, like the laws of the 
lledes and Peraians, chaHgeth not.* Therefore slie shall posses!^ 
and enjoy her portion and dowry, which is designed for her. Though^ 
in herself she, is black and deformed, yet is she most gloriously 
ftrrayed with the perfect comeliness which Jesus puts upon her..;^ 
Ecek. xvi. 14. But she knows not of, nor glories m this butwar3' 
itothiiig, till she is all gloriousf within. When the blessed Spirilf 
hftth quickened, enlightened, and possessed the soul, of the rich' 
^aces of fiedth and love, then in a holy triumph of heavenly j6y and' 
^stocy she cries out, ^' I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, niy soul 
shallbe joyful in mt God ; for he hath clothed me with the garments ' 
of salva^oA, he hadi covered if£ with the robe of righteousness, as 
ft bridegroom decketh himself widt ornaments, and as a bride adometfi 
herself with her jewels, &c."*...Isa* Ixi. 10. 

r Thus the righteousness,' the i^ifect righteousness oT Jesus is out^ 
dothing ; like gold for its value and purity ; like wrought gold, being 
the work of the life of JesuS, to an exact conformity of the perfect 
law. ' Our inward glory lies in the graces of the Holy Spirit, in* the 
bidden man of the heart. By the former, we have a title to glory ; by 
the latter,' we have evidence of interest in, and meethess for the 
kingdom. Thus faith's views are struck from the impi^ession bf the, 
royal signet of God's word* * Woe to licentious tongues, who would 
deprive the church of her inw^ard glory aiid holiness. Woe to 
thbse sacrilegious* hhads of Pharisees^ who Would' strip the church 
of her glorious robe of imputed righteousness.: ^^ For, saitii the 
Lord, I ¥PiU be wto her m waH of ire round ttbout, and will be tlv^'^ 
glQiry in the liiidst <>f her. He that toucbeth yoti, 'tdudfa^'tb«[ ' 
apple of hi3eye."«..»Z^h« ii« 5o;S,. . ;. ^ " ? 



i 



MA«m!t» if 

hear his voice.... Heb, iv. 7. 

Ifab vmmXy Hm . awang^ »lte^ 4««^# <tf SilM to dbtress 

keuprgearthis alicH < Voiir |d»|^v of: gmccL i» im9V tfa^ time of yoiif 
witntipn is •b4<A»'' HeQQit qiM^r poor ipqlt li«re be^Q dfio^^. t# 
^heb ymtm 9K^ Aod h«T^ not. wm pr«iieh«r9 been . so t(y>, wlkQ 
kftce lacroiMd 8i|clirpera»i9 Com li)r',«|MkiQg in a:n9o«|;Uft9«|ipii^ 
WoiMr Oft thiftfoiQi^? But[ !iucK arct tlMT ^ffioptnoC )ui]g»w ay«t^9% 
^A ifee-wUl JK»ti0B9». witjt. tlwir 4iffer« of CJbri^^ theif pr^^orsof 
UfAcen. I Hetrd one doslaro) ^ TUt U tfa^ Im^ (rfbr; i{ it .ii: npt 
HOJR^ acoq»|edl>. otenud damiifttiofi wll bctllie lA^vitalHe <»ii9e^jif!Mtv 
Does thuspieacking boll.aii^ diunn^iaoo loikk^ cgnvorts ta Jf i^pis) 
Fsom. »ao)i bmhi vmwamotMiM^ d^laMj^o^, those qmcfifititfil 
conchisioDs have be^ drawn by sensible sinners, ^ that they hAppp 
i wthatocK) the Ofilksra of morpyf md ^lotrdajf^oC* gi^e is S^-tfi^it 

\ fid^; ai)4 jtba^/theRc^is np i^ace $>r repe»«Qim:e» .tiiott|^ thoj^ «pek 

it: i^MeMIy intb t^ra^' * - ^ 

^ Afofll^ jgyuriQiMji tboughty^ of a God of loye! most dishonc^ll) 
^houghtstof pveciottft Jesus !. Never wasiany sensible. si^n^haVsq 
vi^i])^ tot bo ssared from, mrath as Jesus iir^ tQ< suffer sroatb foK 
Sffiii^vs^ Noswf wi^ any weas)^,, h^axy^^den simie]^ half so wi}ling^ 
%)^oon|ot$i^ J^msaS'he is» tp reoe^vo him* -^^TheLovd ia long-^ 
i^^emgi^ n$«t/wiUii|g that any should perish) but that all shouki 
opnie tfk cq»en(ai%6e*V*«M2 Pet» iii*. 9« Therefore^ he haih^ litmt^ % 
Q^ff^M 4iiy i. the dfEt^ of go^^-%ht; i^ salv^i^m; tl^ day of gl^ 
tii)^l»9l..tp^ peor ^mersf. in, ^o ^lof \m 9^y(f»f Nia Pftople. are 
m^. ^pUi% tp tr»J|t. to Jes^s^^ bl^dodnvp^l lisbteouoie^s ; tq ^mo t<^ 
]^ ^e^ clam Was. as. thdjn kiog, and siAmit tp hisiaws and gavjcrnt 
^i^t«, |j^s«i^lipe ^ grace is .fii;:i|^ hfigrd in his word:- when that is 
Wk?je^ ift.tl^JM^aji) hto vwpo.oHove is h<««d in the soul.. While 
tte 99i)^iiii9tPn^l|im»d»,G<K)L's am? and heart ai» open to sinners i^ 
^ .«bi^fe8|, and yile«^ si«Mr% out of hd>. Hi§ wpud: a#supe% " tbf 
^^ Jbar^ obtiMP^ and ^ift* w»l; were Winded?"-— itom* xif r*.-. 

S;{J1^. wJk^ WMs ^fmi $ipt the. Qpdvof Ic^ve. ]^o> ^^^th^ God qf. this 
*^|<f^1|^9^ th^ eyes ok tfeoftft: tfet brieve not. "....a Cor. iv. 4.m* 
Ap^^-^^thfim? Sl^<*4G«4pf grwiei. ^« hut? tbeyar* hardened 
•^U^.thft^^ 4s<;»tfoll>Wl of «fet" 04 if aR5^' sififtfir-a he«wrt.ia s^ 
^^^^l^tg^ 4[<^f9jiia>' tewiaad ;iatoitio% <^ thia i»;^ LorA^s-doupig^ 
«^^j^jiW¥^<iMiQ.<«tl^«y^!f Howrtenghajtfc hft waited t(^4^o 

on thy. {KKsent state inth gratitude; took forward, with hope; hear 
ISi voice wi^ joy'; come, tq him with boldness ;, ** watt; worthy^ o{ 
%l K)cifti«ii whfi^rt t^ Vlt:ealled»%.<^ht iy^ U 
Vol. Ik L 
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\And Hot&y'Lordf what tvdit I for ? My hope is intfie^.^.m 

Psalm xxxix.l. ' ' . . 

What ja Blessing is inward eonfiposure of ftiind I ' How delightful 
in exercise is waiting upon the Lord ! What a |>rofitable privdege is 
J)i^yerl How happy thfe soul whose- hope is in God!<> These' arc alt 
the sweet attendants upon, and promoted by the grace of. fioth'iB 
Christ Jesus. While that grows strong in t&esouU we aremibrfe- 
lively and comfortable; Hence the diseiple's petition, ^< Lord^' 
increai^e our faith," is daily needful. Then it is weii with l i as gout 
wheti it is enabled to -make this solemn appeal to its SiL^6ikry> 

* Thou, Lord, knowest what I long for, what I wait fori even th^ 
spiritual blessings of thy kingdom, to be more inwardly transformed 
into thine image, to be more perfectly obedient to thy wilt, 'and' tioi 
6btiiin a more complete victory over my worst foes, sin, Satan, andtha 
^rc^ld.' 

' Verily the heavenly-instructed soul knows, that all this is of God 
by Jesus Christ ; and that the contrary to all this is from the lusts that 
dwell in him, and the evils that surr6und him: therefore God aloni^ 
is his hope. His hope is not in his graces, his feelings, his frames, 
his comforts, but in the God of all grace....not in the streams, btftf 
in the fountain.... not in what he has received, but in the infinite 
folness which is treasured up in Jesus for the needy. Hops* of 
salvation in Jesus is our helmet. Faith guards the hean; hope' 
fortifies the head; hence the christian lifts' up his head 'in the day 
of battle, and in the hour of temptation. His head being arm'ed,' he* 
dreads not divine wrath, Satan's terrors, nor the law's threatenin'gs.' 

• Thou man of God, consult- not thy carnal reason; consider notl^ 
thy body, which is dead, because of sin; but know that the'Spirft' 
Is life, because of righteousness. Though the law is weak through- 
the flesh, yet grace reigns; and through gospel-grace thou ' hast' 
great and precious promises to encourage thee to hope confidently ; 
and the omnipotent power of the Spirit to work in thee, to niake 
thee go on cheerfully, while Jesus is the stay of thine heart to* 
uphold and strengthen thee. Fear' not; only believe; gi'eater is* 
Jesus than all thine enemies- ** Stronger is he who is for us, than- 
all that are against us.*' Verily thou shalt not be disappointed of thy 
hope,* 'seeing it is in the Lord. Where Jesus is the object of fekh, 
and the anchor of hope is cast within the vail, that soul shdl safefy' and 
comfortaljly weather out every storm, and shall assuredly obtain the 
haven of eternal rest. By fsiith we possess the promises ; hope expects 
^e perfect fulfilment of them ; in waiting we renew our strength. 

My fainting flesh b»d dy'd with grief,. Wait on the Lord, ye tremblin^^ siajntf^ 
Had not my soul believ'd And keep your courage up; 

To see thy grace i)rovidc relief} • Hell- raise your spirit when it faints, ' 
Nor was my hope deceived. . . And far exceed your hope* . . . / 
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'^aS^r. p^3f J%r-M<ie^<iWne,buffor than also 'that shall 
believe in me through their ivor(i.^,John xvi. 2.0. . . 

jr f ; W^At ai.ricb 6it|d of comfort is here for every believer In the 
JL^B^ ! hia^ lovrng Jhiesat was not.axitracted, nor his eyes of cbm^ 
jpasmaii confined to I'^e littler flock now with him; but he looked 
Jbriri^ m love,, bis boWfjU.of tender mercy yearned oyer, andhi^ 
jwpQcent t»ag«e.pl^id9 in behalf of all the tender lambs of hisflocl^ 
ihr^utft fjl .s^OQ^Kdini; c^s^ in ^yery period of time* Yec^, exe they 
•jhfi4 %4>ciBgi»:th«^'wpi'WrODfi|ith in. their, hearts, they had an interecit 
4n; jFesu§'. prayQi:^^ f^r.-t^iey. were given to him by tjbe Fathisr, 
;JMietbp^9 ^m iifim^:PQm^ poor doubting member of Jesus, saying, 
-*. Ahs, if I w«.J>ut sure piy worthless name wa^i written in tbeLamb^ 
J^^Il of liff ; if I co^d i)vt )tn<?iW his he%i?t, of love, was to ward* ppqr 
<Binj^l M^: ; that I fj^s included in tb^ h^ppy catalogue of those Jesu^ 
-^myed for,.}0 i^ow happy, , how joyful sbpuld I be !' Here thy liord 
h^jmmmp^ thy request. Read it for. the jo^r of thy. b^?Lrt»,anS 
for the establishing thy spiil int &ith and love. Hast thpii.beard tb^ 
fHpOfCdic. truths SALVATION BY j£sus Qhrist? Is it* glad tidings to 
:illif b'l^rt? JDfost thoii belieye in .Jesus Obrist as'the ,onJy Saviour of 
4Jie }ost and guilty, ^ the . only hopej for thy otherwise. Jiopeles^ 
iSQiii? If so, v^ly Jthqu h^st. as, n^uch reason to conclude Jesu« 
^ayed fc^ th^e^ as though thy a^iiikiq lyas wrote at full lengtb in thj|i 
iy^ry petition. Jesus prays for; " a^I/ who shall belieye in him through 
«the a|K>stle's.word*" . . . 

» .:The whole of salvation is sure to all believ/ers, even ,the weakest 

of all, from the .covenant, from. Jesus,, from the Spirit,. and from 

-#the oath and promises of God. . Though there is a sea^ of corruption 

<ii|)d sin in thy nature;: a world of temptation around thee; legions 

'^deyUs in battle-s^rray against thy poor soul; yet as thou hast thp 

.feith of God's jeleet-in thine heart, be it ever so ^eak, thou act 

fK»Sftessed of a precious. jewel, which is the inestimable gift of God's 

•hply %irit* And verily, as. sure as Je^us prayed this prayer unto 

■^isF^^ther on. ei^rth, thou, eve% thou,, wast in .bis all-seeing eye; 

..h$idst a place in his loving hearty ^d hast an interest in his finished 

^'f alvation s therefore^ be assured thou shalt most certainly be brought 

ifk glory, tO' fisciibe salvation to God and the Lamb, through the 

t^ppy,. ha^py ages of a never-ending eternity. For so is the fighteou^ 

<li%t)pnge c^ Qur Saviour, "Father, I will, that ^ they also, whom 

thou hast given me, be with me where I am, that they may behold 

my glory."..*.ver. 24. 



He lives \ be Ifves I and sits above, Faith has an averoomtng pow V,. 
|| For eveii fifiter(Jeding there ; It triiibipbi m a dying hour ; 

VS^o shaUdiV*d<e.us from Chrin'&lovc, Christ is our life, our joy, our hop«» 

ij Or what TibaU tempt us to despair! Nor can wc sink with such a prop. 

f 
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IwiU liftup mini'^i td the lUlit,fiiifiaWkmt'»mitk'$i^ 

, help^.JPsaitn^eKxul. ^ . . A 

«d»ficfiliiil <^eet to m spSriUni igye, h :«^€M 4i CtilH^ ifecbteiidl 
!fo as, ndt impating trespaam lioib vt:** Vht HHi iflbtftiMAIt 
l^eitdng Idea df Jesus; - Asthty w^ e)«vM>tt^moMi« flUtdt^amk 
.i^idi the lowtst'TaHey, so Jt«ti» ^^^itM ^feiifld Ifk^lite liuMifi iM^WMli^ 
tookt» Y&tti the iniitte ik«it»i«, uid W9A ^ nil MKgtliki mwlli 
JbMthmn, sin only 4c«^t«d." WliercAt^^^^liMMA UgMfsfeAitili 
litm, and giv^n him a lAitie ihott ^ety 'llafif^/'ru;nyil iit 9. «T«b 
<th6 pUKcibits naittd Snw^ the SiKfiotIf* Wt tetll'4lef«f tinilt «0l^ 
vnteh 4i}M)h th6 humaai'fi5i4ii and hvntthl^ <|>j^ tfia pi h£fe ->&f#ifofaSy ^Ndl« 
"we efi^sftiiih the most idcdted idiia^^r hH ttleMd p^^iif fa^a OM» 
iMiad. '^^ He hofe oitfHitos, and eaitied iMH^ ^sm^f^ Idl <mr Mp 
4ft lilid ilpoh him; all mt hope is In Kim ; VM^VlMp icsffiabllpftlMk 
ihhki; Andfb^th^ifticoaraeemttit^f &itlk»i»Mtfi^ 
^Ifi^ >l6¥e toiHirds stunefs, a&d%is^ii^^to^(lptiMni^ 
- 86livefs of Chrkt, What is y^t t\iM ^MihMI ab «Sii^lMtilii 
ftOjifyGod^ Whatyoat" daltjr WoAi, llut "« S9H(|:ftt:4he -goaaliaibt 
<>f^th^ md to lay h(fld im etsmai Iff^ ?*• TMs ts^ar 6yii%i ^tt 

light of another day is t^u(jbsllftd^. Bui ««rhlthOi':ain ^Kt ttirh^««> 
^yesV but enemies sUfM^mid vis -^ ef dfy sld^f Y«a^ lifid«i-%ltidhrifS 
%di a^ from leSthout* And can 4re eacpifiifhte ^it(etyr:bir 'iMdkrtlQi 
comfort, bnt-while om* eyes are up to Jesus? tf)S Is tftimtd ini* 
Iteaveh' ^ to appeal^ in '^e pres«koei df Cad isr 4is.^.;4ieh» Ix»^d4* 
4{e4ays^^us9 «*LooitvifTO<«r£, ind^yesa¥€d/^«Iaa.iE}r.:fttt' 
^ The sights Sin th^t dwelURh kius eatfseth^jeeOm} loidnRf «► 
littr ot^n righteousness and fknd^d ticoelli^eef b^g|«la t»id<iiM taiit 
*€(m&dence ; the power andisubdltydfthflittitAllcAttli^afNlii^ ^«th6|«rtn8a 
of l^e poWer of the air/' is enough to tni&e mt ttMiblei. ^tVk 
present etil ^oild, with Its' honors, piofifS afld pleMifei) it«9t«etif 
^ui^ea to our tamal ntOxxft. W%o can ^ith^taiid its sAiiiei, imMSA 
Itsearnklt^hildren, aticT'hesriheir i^epitedkes? Wloispranf^iagdlttlt 
ihese potent adversantfs? Vertly) with all 4cfio^i«Mfe f^eeif^ sdH 
inherent grace, all pa^^^peridotee, wesfaiU not'be idite fdiHiidid |f 
we are iiot continually liftfhg up our eyes *'1bofebig to leSdti"^ ftfe 
tmly is our present hdp.^ We are kept t>y hit ttl^ttf fioWttf '^ 
salvation; but let us remember it iS fliiM^ ^6M«ra ^idMf 

TAITH.M.1 Pet. }• "5* 

To heav'n I lift my wsitiftg eyes ; Dear Saviour, let me find lliy helpt 
■There all^fiiy4N»fMStart laid • On iImc mj i«y< I*plssa; i « ;^: '- 

The Lord th«t bnilt thaeartiiandiJiici^ So thall I fg^t Che light af hSA^ 
Is mr perpetual Md. Attdvsa wi«h>j laf iatfe* WU 
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that ye may knmv hoiv ye ^ught to answer every man.... 
Col. iv. 6. 

{. ^ <^Tja«RI& :«toU 90t «ti Ikoof b« left bebtild>" said meek Mo8es t^ 
4h6 #t|Mi^9i Bi0iiMch« AU that belonged to God'9 children must 
Igi^Jritii them for his seisrice. So the whole mau; soiil withall its 
ijftf^ilt^i todjr with «U its xneiiibersi Jescisolaims for his glorj and 
%C)rviise» TJhe tSDgiie» thougJi bat a little member; words, though 
4a^ as wiAd$ speeobi th<»iglihut as4K>und^ jret the name, the work| 
)|]ii^4oT«, tiie gliNT of JeSQS «tt herebjr greatlf advanced in the jnrorlcL 
As salt not ^ly> ptes^mA froisi pi^tece&ction, but seasons flesh with 
WitgreeiMe fli^ou^ and teUsh, so doth grace in the heart the speech. 
* . JT^a heatt'W«rm with the tote of Jesus^ sn4 slive to his gloly^ 

^0^ k^ketvin 4:ota»ersati)[^ 4f camsil company so disagreeable { 
ShiiT^nhe tslifiHtissn is <tot of JUs element* He fears getting hantu 
lAa-^cmbairgoas^ Iri^^m hili tongue* It is hb glorir to shun, rather 
than seek such company. If through connectioi^ m life he cannot 
M4%4A^Ntol&im su^ ^sompanf, it is ids wisdom to restram his 
t^Msiit ¥ Ttf^ MiA^htf tsmiik with a btidle while the wicked is before 
4yte, tlfft.'^ sin not with his tOpgue«" But always to season his^ 
i^eeeb^ by^hft^gnMseoC Jesus, to the glory Of hiaiaame. 
<f . :^Et wtoa «ainti itieet, what should be the end of thehr conversation 
tttLtOettas? The teeiaVorof Godinldm topoor sinners: the glorious 
ilMKitees ^ of 'graee in Christ : their peiffect eonsistency and blessed 
leadeocy t die con^fattabte work of grace from Jesus upon our awh 
'sfitda^ him begioi, carried on, and how it is with usuowt thoso 
dbottid .4STer be ou^ deligh^l subjects. But this by no means to 
ilji^lMf^hcuBe,: ^ thougk we were. not. in ourselres poor sinners, 
hanging^ upon, and hopii^ in Jesus from day to day* The preeiooe 
l^ltt^miaes of gmce. in Christ Jesus, -how immutable and establishing! 
saliatioa of g#ace by Jesus, how unconditicmal and absoluteijr 
to ev«ry belierer? Conteraii^ on such subjects, how savour^ 
Had stii^^i^ i -Spctch thus masoned, how becoming and px)fitabIo 
^ ip^eioiis heartal When it isiiot so, it is a sad sign that th<! soul 
is .ia^ sid^ that has^lost iu savour, and calls for great aearchiiigs of 
Jttart* ^ For €«e^. mt shall be aalted whfa £c^, and every sacrifice 
r^inU be^aoliid wkh 4ialu"4«..M«rk iab* 49* 

^hen wbile I am il.pi^hn hcref hovi, Wsrsfi mj heart, nlooM nif 

What stiouliiiny tongtie employ tongae,. 

itet <;od's free grace and Ctirist^i rtcfi ^o tell thy wohd'rous fame. 

,---161*, If D inject if ftf sw^t ttf m^ 
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Xhis is th€ naivus wherezvith she shall be cdlle4y The Lorli 
.. otirTishteousn€SS...Jer.x%x\\\. 16. 

Bkfore days began or years were numbered/ in tbeibook of 
dod's election were all the 'members of Jesus written, ^^ which iu 
xontinuance were fashioned when as yet there was none of them* '.'«*<^ 
Fsaimcxxxix. 16. God's electing love would have remained ai 
^oternai secret to us had not £he Spirit of truth made it kno^n» JBui( 
^s it is revealed in the iford, it is an pbject of .our faith; .iand.it^Vier 
.will be the subject of glorying and triumph to those whp possess Ijif 
jTaith.of God'j» elect; for faith is a blessed evidence, that ^^Godvhath 
^hosetx them in Christ before the fecundation .of the worid.''...;£ph. i^ 4f 
.Was the man Jesus, God the Father's ^^ elect) in wbomJhi^,80^1 
.dQUghte.th?''*»*Js^* xliij^ 1* . So are all.lus membiers; loved with^the 
^a^ie loye a^the head* God gavjs not, the spirit by. meiisure unt* 
Je9U% .the glorified head of the i:hurch;. but every, men^r jeceivei^ 
»the .Spirit through Jesus^ ^Saccording.tio the measure of the gift, Of 
Christ."... •Eph. iv. 7. .. . . . i 

. IJ.nspejJ^ably glorious, .dtatluguishing grace! This is the nejoijiiig: 
jjijf.siipple-heftrted,: believing souls; they are beloved and chosen bjr 
;Gp4 ,tbe.Ffttber,.^d partake. of the same Spirit wath Jesus: yea^ 
and are also.called by the^ame Qame with Jesus. Is Christ called 
// The Lorp quji righteousness V\.n.Jtx* xxiii* 6* So the church* 
•the Lfimb's yfxi^t being married in faith and love,, she is csdkd bf 
.^e yery^s^me name with her J^ord and husband,. The Lord.ou|^ 
^^GHT^ousNEss. J^ut some render the words, *• He that shall call 
1^, to be a peculiar people toMmself,. is the Lord our righteousnesai^ 
<Then he clothes them witti the glorious robe of his own righteousr. 
,n^(^^ Then his name is. csdled upon them, for they are osoe with 
{Jesus. . ; . ..'... 

Angels wonder^ saints admire* O ye righteous, how astoaishing 
i$..tjiiisi Ye, who by nature are children of wrath ! ye^ who by pvaotice 
-have b^en rebels and traasgressora from the womb! yet exaJted hf 
Jj^sua tP $uch an high: and glorious state* Amazing love I- ye can 
never, never enough dwell upon, the Father's love, the Son's grac^ 
';^d the Spirit'is venation. Glorious days of gospel light and lovel 
Awhile pther^ are 1^ wretched in nature's pride, free-will boast, and 
self-righteous glorying, ye nat onJy.may* but §hai,l be s^ved by ire^ 
grace truth....ye shall dwell safely; for God your Father's justice 

^s.satisfied, ,his. law.ts fulfilled, your enemies are all conquered, G^od 
is at peace. with your What then can harm you? for "asthemoua- 
tains are round about Jerusalem, so Jehovah is round about hia 
p^jpple, f^omli^ncefofthieven for ever."«...PsaJm cxxv* 2^ • • 
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ij)ok to yoiifsehfes, ' that we lose nbt tlwsi things' tve-^ha))e. 
' tdtought, bid that we receive a full rezvard, . . .2 Johny r;.8 . 

The salvation of God's people is certain, by his immutable 
ibve. Their safety depends on his aJtnighty fxytv-er; their crthMence 
and glorying is in the finished wdrk df JcfsUs $ and their comforts are* 
enjoyed from the Spirit's testimony of ther Sttviour to their hearts;* 
is having loved, redeemed, and saved theitf as lost, guilty, and 
perishing sinners- The clearer vi^ws we have of this truth, so much- 
tiie more do we cleave to Jesus* As our faith inci*eases our comforts* 
*i*e strengthened; and this is the evidence of a graciotis heart; the* 
comforts of love ever excite to care and circumspection in life an'd^ 
practice. A glimpse of Jesus begets longing after more comfoftable 
enjoyment of him: so also a h6ly jealotfsy of soul, lest what t< 
gained should be lost in sense and enjoyment. While surrounded by* 
Iklse teacheris, exposed to unscripturtil doctrines, beset by a subtle' 
adversary, and so nearly allied to corrupt lusts and carnal reasonings,* 
ire 9tG ever in danger of losing sight of free-grace truths, gospel-' 
love, and the finished salvation of Jesus, s6 as to be moved awav' 
from the Hope of the gospel, and to make shipwreck of fkith and a* 
good conscience. Gospel truths and gospel grace give spring to* 
dction, liftJ to obedience, are the sources of encouragement to perse-' 
▼ere in the path of truth and holiness. What thanks are due to the ■ 
loving Spirit for this wholesome advice! How much Concerned' 
«h6uld we he daily to improve it I* Look to' /ourselves, see your^ 
danger, your Vileness,' your weakness ;' look up to Jesus for safety' 
and strength. Blessed be the CJod we serve, he is not unrighteous* 
to forget our works of faith; patience of hope, and labour' of love.* 

We enjoy his reward in our work, though not for our work. Nov 
let Jesus have all that glory. Still the more work, the more suffer-- 
ings f6r his sake, so much the more reward; of just debt to him^ 
^righteous grace to us. O how apt are we to nine and grieve at the' 

kiss of a little shining dust! O should not the loss of light, liberty,' 

|ov«r peace and joy in Jesus^ infinitely more affect us I 
Would we avoid sorrowful <5omplaints of loss ? Are we solicitous 

to^rejodce in present gain; and- in hope of a future full reward? 

** Therefore, my brethren, be sedfast, unmoveable, always abound-* 

ingin the work of the Lord; forasmuch as ye know your fabour is 

titot in vain in the Lord.".... 1 Cor. xv. 58, 

■Song^s of immortal praise belong To fear thy pow^r, to trust thy grace. 
To my- almighty God » Is our divinest skill ; 

He has my heart and he my tongue» And he's the wisest of our rac^ 

To spread his name abroad. . That best obeys thy will. : 
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was unto me thtj^g and voicing o/miwfmrt:/or Jam 
called by thy name^ O Lord God qf hats. . . Jer. xv. 1 6 . 

That U a sweet plaAitioii in the fter^^ce of tk« churdb of Engla^^;^ 
^•Gtmttt^ O LoT^v Ui^ W ina(r ^ot oolj hcAis i^^^ 9i«rk, aM ^wi« 
tmt inwardly digest the holy^ ^riptureA*' As soon 9^ the Lord hatiii 
fillfiiled this pra^rev upob an^.peor ftiEiiieir> Uien Jesus is the h<^ oi 
Us SQul; he esteems the scriptures 9t» his dmly '^'^^y thft 4octrimi% 
of grace ate the joy and rejmcmg of liis heart ; and he vIB love s^ 
aittend such prophets of tiie Lord> who have also <^ Ibuiid £^d% 
ippords apdhave eat them.*^ 

Glory to our loving shepherd, he ftada his sheep sjoattered m^ 
starving upon the barreu mountains^ h^ l^ds them to gree« p%sture% 
of gospel^race and loves there they feed and lie do\vi^ beside thoi 
q)tiU waters of peaoe aiid salvf^tiofi* Aod this heightens ey^y^ 
qomfbrt, and improves every' joy, evenaninwi»rdt;e«^^moiiy: ^^Iam» 
called by thy hame, O Lord Qod of host^'^ How; happ}i, yi^b^^ 
^liaister or disciple is able, itf^ dmplicity a^ godly i^cerity tOjn^alm 
this appeal, <^ Thou hast csdled i^ie." Thou, J^ehovah, vhp njileat 
qiv&t the armies of angels and'arc|i-.i^els, and ail tf^e heavenly ht^f^ 
Um hast condescended to nc^aka known ^y li^iqie, thj gr^ce, fhjcir 
salvation to, m.e, even ^^retphed me* l hesf thy yoic^ I k^ow thy^ 
^oice { I ^el desires ^fter theet nny hj^9|et tbii)ks of th^ with ple%ii 
sure, and delight; I find ^ hungenng a^d thksting wj4h^v W§% 
yfhkh nothing but thy ble8,s.e^ ^U can ss^^y r, I am gneivpd wh^; ( 
qii^thee; onjj; ha^py when t^ lo^j^s^ifi preaeiice.a;^ ^joyeds 
qnd an^^ concerned that I e;^- theso^ na more* This vn heaye^ 
hehyw.. Fe^djbo^i; upo;p^ thf word, of tv^ increases desires aftei^ 
lesus, th(^ ^jiect of f^t^. $0^ al9P the api^l becoinea dead to. th^ 
Ijife of sei^so, the iiitrusii^Ms p^ m$ ^ ^lureipient^. of the ^oid<^ 
^A the l^its 0$ S^tm* Ha^^ l^itoa^ ux who^ the wwd- of Ch^s^ 
^iR^lls richly in aV wisdpm. li^ppy tboi»e ift whpro <?hwt dwellSvift 
their hearts )>y. fait^. OsQi^ hast thou aji aj^tij^ tp. eat^ tl^ 
$jJ^ to feedufipn it, to digest i^?: is Jjt: ^' heaJjth tl^ thy n^eU and 
H^^rrow to thy bpiaesf?** O *e?k thou m bl^^^ wi|4i themos* 
^<juisitc^ d^Kca,te taai;^. 4 ]^!qFsay,gr.wa&lali^y.^sji^avKay, l<?sfr 
^ ajU, was almost, naked, The fijcal^ half crpi«?n he got ^ .^iqjii/re4 
where to makeapurchase.«.*qf :i9rhat^h|x^.yoi|? 0'what:W:a|}^,d^yfeA 
to his heart««*.a Bible. Blessed evidence of a christian., 

• 
The volume of thy. Father's grace O may thy counselg, aiiglti^ God^ 

Doth-ali my griefs assuage, My. roving feet conmand r> ^ 

Here 1 behold mx Savjioar's fisee . Kor I forsake the \usppfwaA . — 

Almost in cv'ry page. That leads to thy right hand. 
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TV are Chrtsi% ttnd Ckrkt k Gwi'f...A Coc. iii- 33.. . . 

♦ * ^ 

. • St.^PA4rt^ia&a*clMlieiiife»Md«flirth,.tune and etei^y, tomake 
1^ th^ cbristiaii's jych c9|4l(iC«e oC a|»Bue$» Byt,. ^ tbong^ thtf 
^tino9t stretch of thiovght> jpCaia^tt cir «>gebi. i«^t omil: mmm.imI 
of the bcfiever's tr^asiiw j uid l^t my thing aiiovU be found wmtii^ 
(or support and cpnjfoit to any B^^y saaU l»e^twic«. repeats *' Ai.^ 
TttiNGs ARE Youi^s." BeUeve^ wouktet. thou know thy title? 
Wouldst ^ou enquire, Whence is it the hovd should cons^ suck^ 
toimmerable W«ssings, such mfinitdy rich mevciss to ,as ? Vflmn^m 
pile thing we know, we fc«l daily we are U0iffV9 tto thi^ rexf houi> . 
And will not this prevent ^e right to fMsewion, and the fieedom of 
enjoyment? No : justice and wisdom conspire to take away.)tl|k ml 
every objection. The mediusvof ^^onOKuiviicalwQis sudi| tihiitafMier 
l«eason, lawj nor equity can gainsay. 

DwcdU on this p(»nt ; U^k up tp the Spirit. o£ tntUu ^ e^tablMl. 
feith, a^f^igtben hope» increase lortj attd prooAp^e joy* -^^Y^^m 
Christ>/' by ^e<;ial gift ) his de^ purchase, axid his precious. rewairda 
We have ail in him by rich losre, pecubiff grac«9 freetgift,, iu)d pi9»r 
cious promises. Precious fsuth is the blessed i^yidence of .intor^^ 
^ propriety in this blessed inv^tpry* B\)^ hpnv came bith ? From^ 
healing the word pf Q^. Ffom wIh^ oanjife the wocd ? ^ thf 
Bjririt of truth, who also giyesjaith. Why is the Spirit given? 
Because ^esus is glorifiedf . Wherefone came Jesus to ^ei^k and sav^ 
the lost ? The Fathec loved us, and gave, hie Son for us? Why di4 
the Father kve us ? It was ^ tb» good pleasure of his w4l.l1 a^or^ng 
to which he chose U8>, ia, Christ Jeiusj. before the foundation of fh^ 
frorld; predestinated us to the iadcption of childnen^ apd bJossed.Ht 
wiUi aH spintual blessings in. him«'V...^ah*.i. ^, 4, $• Hienoe^ O 
Mi^ytTi how clear thy title 1 bow certain thy posaessicm! 

<^ Christ b GodV' God's beloved Son; so ai$ tbc^ in hinH 
Christ is God's gift fear thee, God!s gift to th^» and thou to hin^ 
^hou ei^oyest all in ban, and receiirest all from him*. Canst thou 
ev^r want food for faith, a source of love,, a fountain of holmes9> 
9i^a spring of consolation? What.bave we done,, or what could we 
do to get an interest in Christ, or ptocuse a right to s«ich heavfo^ 
tEeasur6s^ Verily we have done enoiughjlo forfeit, b^t i^othing to 
de^rve them. Know this and be hundskd; consider, this and ho 
foy&tl ia love : ^^ All thivga are of God, who hat& seoomcited ,«is to 
himadf by Jesus Christ*' mi*3 Cor. 1^ la. 



t claim my title in my Htzd, "' " How blessed is my present state T 

Faith is my evidence, Immeftsdy rich am 1 : 

AttthiAgssM fmirievforIftT»C1kmt'fe/.Clhrist w^my life.... death ismyg^tn; 

1 s0f^|i ^hiitf veiga pa liEkgh. ' "M. 
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Thy Maker i> thike husband.. ,.Isd. liv. S. ' i 

All marriages are, or ought to be, founded iti- mutual love 
betweefl the contracting parties* This is the chief ingredient tb 
product happiness in the conjugal state* Where this is wanting^, 
true eotnfort is not enjoyed* When a person of noble birth and 
gr^t fortune marries a woman poor in circumstances, and inrolved 
in debt, l^e justly conclude he chose her out of pure love and 
ftfi^ctlon to her person : asid surely such an one is under the mo^ 
^ndeating obligations to love and chastity. She can never call tb 
mind her former indigent state and her present affluentt:ircumsl?^eed,' 
but it must tend' to inflame her #ith the most ardent iillection to her 
hatband. 

' This is somewhat the case between Christ and hi» ^hureh. Pure 
love in the heart of the heavenly bridegroom caused him to betroth 
his church^nto himself,' in loving kindness^ fTh<>iEigh .she was in^ the 
tiiost nbjeot. st^te and despixsable condition, yet he secretly loved hei 
fyerson from etemiiy, and openly lei^uses every member in time of 
conversion, one by one* Bo ssdth St. Paul,/^ I have espoused j4d 
to one husband, Christ. *\...2 Cor. xi. 3. . « 

' Canst thou, O believer, call to mind thy natural state of poveify 
Idid '^stress; over head and ei^rs in debt; ^wfits issued from the law, 
whieh justice might have executed; liable every mom^ent tb be o^t 
in^ prison, inhere thou must have lain everlastingty with nothinjg 
hut rags, filthy rags, to hide thy shame and cover thy nakedness^? 
Canst thou think of this without. humility ? And dost 4:hou now see 
the kindness lindlove of thine husband? Has he p^d 'altthy debts^ 
cancelled eveiry bond, put in a plea against eveiy accusation, and 
perfb<Aly fulfilled the holy law, and satisfied divine justice? Ait 
thou ^^ blessed with all spiritual blessings^* in thine hu8ba>id*...enricked 
^ith heavenly treasures? Hath he '^ dothed thee with the garments 
of isalvation,'* and adorned thee with " the robe of hib righteousness?" 
and <foth God thy Father say of thee^ ^^ Thou art all fair^ tny love; 
Iiseeno spot in thee?*'..i.Cant. iv. 7. 

O Ivhat purity of affection! what ardency of love! what chastity 
of behaviour is due to such a lover, to such an husband! Christ took 
thee at first *< lor betteJr, for worse;" his love to thee is ever the 
same, affectionate and constant: full of compIacency> and delight: 
sfympathizing with thy troubles ; ever nourishing and chedsfatng^l^e 
here. Shortly the Lamb will in the most ^dpoti ai^ yabXit msoner 
appear as the bridegroom of his church, and celebrate the marriage 
in a blissfiil eternity. O then it shall be ssfid, ^ Let us be glad and 
rejoice, and give honor to him, for the marriage . of the Lamb }» 
come, and his wife hath made herself ready."*««. Rev.-ausu. r# 
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Jesus said^ Oiie thing is nee^ul....Luke x. 42. 

T&E dispositioa and carriage of the si&ters, Martha and Marf, 
much resemble the different desires and actings of the flesh and spirit, 
«f which erery christtan is comix>sed« The flesky like Martha, is 
cmreftd and trouMed ajbout many things : it is ever restless and uneasy ; 
tilways in want; seldom satisfied; never truly happy* But the spirit 
^nih-chose that good .part, that one thing needful: it is truly wise in 
it» choice, quite satisfied in its object, and truly happy in itsei^yment* 
Thus it is while the christian is under the prevailing influence of 
tiiis.ojtr^ TRivGk ^KiinFu;,^ . One thing,, the enjoyment of God, w«s 
eur .first pai^ent's parsdi^* A thirst after, and enjoyment of two 
things (the knowledge of evil as well as good) caused all their woe, 
nod: made tibem miserable: and it is the knowledge of the fonmer 
wldck'keiepe aU tiieir posteritar .und/er the sad circumstances they are 
fidlen into, till they are brought tp know the cme thii^ needful. WlMtt 
is this but the saving knowledge of Jesus Christ? This was the great 
^iost]ie*B continual parftyer, ^^ That I may know ntaJ* Thia waft what 
Mary was happy in the^enjoyment of^ and what our Lord himself 
commends her for, and calls that good part, which shall nevpr be 
takm away* 

This one thing cosq>Mbends all wii^on)^ holiness, and happiness* 
To know Jesus, is to believe in hinu To believe on him, is tjo love 
him; and to love him, is to ke^ his commandments. In every 
aitakioii,' in all seasons, and under every circiimstance, this one thing, 
this knowledge of Jesus, is ever needfol, ever seasoj^ble*. Doth the 
ohristiaa eayxj health I This knowledge jfuns to health oi body, pefu:e 
and joy of squ1< Is h& in uckness? To know Jesua is the riqhest 
cordial, the most reviving dmugbt to his soul. .Is he tempted^ 
Whatconaoladon is it to know Jesus was in all things tempted, that 
he might micooiir the tempted? Doth sin distress? Doth the law 
coBdsnm?*Q,'the soul who knows Jesus, can boldly challenget 
^^ WhosbaU lay any thing to the charge of God's elect?'' He caiv 
confidently declare, ^^ there is no condemnation to them*" Does 

« deaths tbe king of terrors, affright him ? By the knowledge of Jesus 
he is disarmed of his strength and sting; which is the law and sin« 
3o that, O soul, thou n^ayest ^ke up this triumphant challenge 
i^flMASt the last enemy> ^^ O death, where is thy sting! O grave, 

'Hheie is thy victory (" I have all things, and alxHind in this c^e thing & 

^I bave Christ my Saviour found. 
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Oo earth w« want the sight Aiid wheit we ta«te thy love-. 

Of our Redeemer's face, Our joys divinely grow 

Y^t, Lord, our inmost thoughts delight Unspeakable, like those above. 
To dwell i^on thy grace. And heav'n begins below. 
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And Moses saidtattcOtefetfiei Fiarh^fU'Crodiramk 

to prove you J and that his fear may be before ynarfgces^ 
that ye sin nol....Ezod. xx. 20. 

Friae topes afc boflc M tf^lMg^NMliS 
Mnded toike exeecdk^ ftiiiifltott» of ifefrf 

a» ift letos- Uke P«ul, ii^ tM «fi MMtaUy fftve ^Mtmk4Si»\M% 
Md, wMi the Isradlles ef Mr sre Miif t»^saft ^ AUtlMtA^Ijoni 
Ibith flpoli^n we'ffil d^":*-EBad« i^ 8ir Atel fKMr iMli>«i|te# 
ftiich words ^ igftonoictf «kl ^pM^ whtii^ l^Kft tte 4toBipl«s «ii Hm 
ttoant, <<they know iMtwHatthef s^f^** Blif wiMmtfte'Ldiidli««% 
ftepftm»* TheLoMiftft jeaioiM G^; lie wilsitfhrm ilttil«» 
gloiyki kb preMBce; mr shall iM ddF dMMR life wMkm^Iw 
hmci and a holy hailed of iinAeaft^«&^ ^incfcrriliefiititt^ 
«f dicur tentfl of viuD coafid^nee* 

: Wlw* die Lotddtocaiwsta temactf-Hv gfaiy ttid iiM ijc rty y itfmiwiy^ 
ii»*a«^n^g: God;^ when the law, in its half, jdsc, and i^lMetti 
demands is fevealed ip ^tm cenacieBoey il nMlfea A^4lon€«iil^ hNfittiS 
to tremble : it fills the gvilty, sdf<icciised unner with feaF Mi h l wuH 
tfidthen ^siKrevitts, and be dies"-*;daes Sir sUft^fsMBiev £U8c 
bope^ Yeay and he wgidd» if left to tesown^dhwuMbl uppiibtnaiunii 
Iff itN>fn God) and tbik iitto blaek Au tp BOX j and 4Si» wilba«l hope. 
BiM the dear Me^aCsr' is evef neifer, and tNCvenCB iilis:: be sp^dts^bi 
knrey << Fear not.." Tl^s dispcttsalicA is not to destmf foor sottf, 
but to kiB yoar vi^ bope8*«..to iirove and try yoQ.«#4d sbew yoo 
wittt is'bi^ youi that you may be dead f» the hnr, be ati^ to Cod 
by S'bc^ttef bope, tfara«gb'fhe€tfth ^ meyonr Jesns* S& fear Ibtf 
Lord with a loting fear^ as to die to-sin. Thnndersof wratby ftoMnble 
petf^of curses are aoHietinies necessary tobe hea«d btttoeMSaettci^} 
they ftdffl God's wffl.> The \Aetk noi^ wkid itf the kw UOs iSis 
t^rtmn of natai«; #bile the wanny coftilbrting sonA wkid of ^^6 
gospel cberfabes-and enOvensF ijie seeds of grace* 

'Thus the Spirit humbles proud hearts, rerives caiftntb ^pMiB> 

endears CfariiA, who hath endured the curses we httre-deserved, *afld 

embinets sin to believing:, penitent souls. << Lo^ nil ^tfaese tM^s 

tN>rbeth God <^entitties widi man, tb bring b«i6k'his>6onl&tai<tbo 

. pit, to be ^ifigblened wiili the l%bt oftbeiimg."-* Job xxsi&^ 39^^^ 

The Uw discovers guilt and sta» Mj soid, no more attempt to draw • 

And, shews how vile our hearts bav^ Thy life and-eomfort f«09i the-lawf .... 
Only the gospel can express [bef^i : Fly to the hope the gospel gives ; 
Forsiring lo¥e> and cleansing grace. The aaa tliat tnyts the pioiaue lii^ca*^ 



XimbMgfdkatshifrtfylmttstjmt qfthis my iabemacie, even 
^ as our Lord Jesus Chrhi hath shew€cLme..^,2Ptt. i. 14. 

KotBiHO hot the life of JesHS, mamifest mDutilesih, can recon- 
Mar «s i» defttife TMsf and this dniy, delivers fipoiii the fears of 
ieath, disims it of ita atingf and foitifica tlie mind wi)th tbe 
ktidwtedge of complete Ticlory orte the king 43f . terrorsy <^ through 
llini xfho hath loved oa/' Constant conrierse with Jesus makes death 
finaihan So xre leam ta die daily; so Uie s|»iritii!^, immortal life 
<^.the4itmi taiam|:^s anrar the densttal, mdrtal life of the body* The 
^Vtf Ap^i^ ^ some highlyr&TOffed aeasoiiS) is so far from fearing 
MkI trtnbting at the tedy's ^sscrfntioi^ that it vejoioeSf and even 
Joni^^be aet «t liberty from its imfnrisoned state; it pants with 
deaixi^ 9&UEst its bcloTsed) and.sftys, ^^ Cootief Lord Jesust com^ 
i|8d<dii]rf" Itwaaita 

And miagie with etcmal dsy. 

• Md^ ifwe^t to five in stich a frame ! how desirable \ how daily and 
4Mttma% to be sought fori That when the frail body i$ attacked 
"ftA^ mxf ttiekheasy the soul may ask^ with great serenity, in the 
words of Jbhn Baptist to Jesus, ^^ Art tlion he V* Is this disorder to 
^the filM^ atroketo idl thy trials and griefs? <^ or must I look 
Ibr AMOtAiei'?'* When a little ehiM df mine saw a beggar ragged and 
4l^ft9f tned, k ran into my afms> and cned^ < O papa, save me from 
tihai fHgiftfttI man'/ O, tlwjeght I, thr^ in the -views of death, may 
t e^et thnsy with baldness and famHiartty, run to the arms of my 
fceavtmly Fhth^r« 

All men know they must die. They confess this* But the thoughts 

Off it ar^ irksome* Believers in Jesus only, have a peculiar know!e<%e 

J%( /kAik, »> as^ to dwell on the thought, that it will come shortly, 

.withsadi&ction, hope, and comfort* Jesus hath shewed them this* 

t^fom him ^ th^ righte<aushath hope in his death**'...*Prov* xlv* 32* 

li it; ilk valft then^ the Saviour saithj ^^ Forsake all, take up thy 
eroa^, folfow me !" No: it verily is for the profit and the peace of the 
IW11I4 iW tiie tiKfre sted&stly we are attached to, and eagerly pursue 
the tilings of this Hfe, ao much the more we are loth to die* We 
fmt* the approach, and tremble at the very apprehension of the 
uhweieome meiEttenger* All tiiis is, because the objects of timer and 
itoUci elottif oui^itthMls^ and ^ricen our views of the victorious Jesus, 
his perfect work and finished salvation for us* Only while Jesus \% 
embraced in the arms of fsdth, the soul can say, with Simeon^ 
** Lord, n^w lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to 
ihy yfosdtf bx mine eyes have seen thy salvation*"***.Luke il. 29^^ 30* 

WtH deatft tlifh beidy ^aim destroy ? Then shall I live a joyful life, 
O yet't i V*it tlW' 66mii^g how : • From sin and sorrow ever free. 

WlMM tYkttkl inv Ltnd'wBl^he it ap^ O may (long the happy hbor, 
Againi by his almighty powV. For ever with my Lord to be ! Bk. 
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Thalrepentdnte &ml remission cfsihs shpidd be preadiedM 
his.name among all nations., ..Luke xxiv. 47. / > 

This is God's method of saving smners by Jems Christ. Those 
vho know the predousness ef Christy have a regard to the glmy Of 
C«od^ and love for iBo^inortal soals, make thb the rule of theiv 
{vreadiing : for this. doctriney where it is knotim and experienced ia 
the heart) makes, a true chriatian* Evangriieal repentance flowii 
frooft a sttdag efe> a heating ear, and: an understaBding heart; and 
IS an evidence and effect of gospelf-fasA* To aee the evil nature and 
dreadliil effects of/sin, its punishment in the suflerings oF Jesiks^ td 
hear the curses and condeBmatioft of the law against sinners, iti 
dreadful thunders and menaces in the censdence; tofrndavtand in 
the. heart that nothing hot. the bleed <xf Jeans coold atone €dr the 
guilt^i none but he could fulfil the perfect dmnands ef ahdiy lawfc# 
the unrighteous; this humbles Uie squ1» cuts off false hopes, lays it 
low in self<«abasement before Jehovah^ causes k. to -cry out, ^ I am 
the man, the sinner I, lyho am qiirsed by iaWi eKposed'. to wmthf 
and deserve hell. I mourn without hope in myself; ^ I bear of JesiMN 
the Saviour of sinners ; I turn to him for >hope and salvation* Sia 
has destroyed >me* Jesus save, or I perish*" 

This repentance, Jcisus ia exalted to give* This makes a proud 
sinner h)imble» Reoiission of sins makes a popr sinner a.htff^ 
saint* Hath Christ pbtained remission of sins by his blood? hathiw 
commanded this should be preached in his name ? is he exaited to 
give it? hath he brought the poor sinner, by his Spirit, to his feet . 
tp sue for it ? and will he refuse to make the soul happy in thexsenso- 
of it? Never, never, let such a thought be indulged by any poor 
^asible sinner. We read no such hard lines in his wvrd* We find 
no such dejecting views from his life and death. The> doctrine: h^ 
prescribed is a lively transcript ^f all that was in bia loidng h^arU '. 5 

Be assured, O soul, there shall be a performance of all thingSr that . 
are promised of the Lord, to him that believeth* The same Jeso* 
lyho gives the soul the humbling view of itselfj and by r^pentancertoi 
t^m to him, will give it the rejoicing knowledge of himself* by tfat^ 
re^nission of sins, through faith in his blood* Repentance and 
remission of sins are joined together in preaching: they can never 
be ^ep^rated in the heart* So sure as repentance is given to any:60ttl 
by the Spirit of Jesus, that soul is forgiven,, through the hlofB^ inS^ 
Jesus, by God the Father* -...,... 

Blest is the man to whom the Lord With deep repentance well agree ; 
Imputes not hi& iniquities ; ' And Join to prove his fatth Sincerev ' '' 

He pleads no merit QfrewaT?i.;,v ^ • Mow glorious lit tkat righteofWiiett • 
And not on wqrks, but grace relies. . . That hidcs^i;^ c»nceU all oar $m%t • r • 
From gu ite h i s heart and life are free; Wh Ue & bright ev idence pf graqe 
HishuinGle' joy, his.hdl^ ;fea|'ii . Thro- his whole lifeappears and shiaet 
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Whereupon, O king Agrippa, I xpas mt disobedient unto 
the heavenly vision.... Aets xxvi. 19. 

Onk is soxnethnes called to bear testimony before unbelievers 
tf the hope tkat is in one* It is difficult to speak of the manifestation 
tS Christ to &e heart, so that the .Saviour alone may be exalted and 
gloiiiied* Somewhat of self natarally creeps into the relation* It 
is Tery- pleasing to nature^ to be esteemed as one highly favored, 
toA to have made great attdnments in Christianity* O that single 
letter, with great sounds II Bnt it was fu'thest fi«mi the heart of 
Paul, that eminent champion for &ee«grace salvation, to g^ve th» 
least encouragement from his conversion to any fellows-sinner to talk 
tf Obedience to God's call, or faithftdness to his grace, as conditions 
of salvatiom The soul of that man of God would be fired' wkh a 
hffly ££81^.% his master's glory, was he now on earth, to hear hi* 
Hngnage abused, and his meimkig perverted, by the pride of meil* 
Men of self-4ighteous principles oppose the truths of the gospel ;* 
d^ny God's* nnconditionsd election, unmerited love, the Bnished 
salvation of Jesus, and its being sure to all his seed, through the 
sovereign api^ication of the Lord the Spirit. To what end? Twily 
to make way for their unscriptural notions of terms and cdndilaons 
^salvation* They dare ptxMidly and arrogantly teach, that obedience 
to Jesus is the condition of salvation. Will they not also say, that 
when Jesus called, ^^ Lazarus, come forth," his rising up was a 
condiUon of his being restored to life ? How hard for pride to forsake 
tfie haman h^ird 

' Ptad wis favored with an extraordinary vision from the Lord 
Jesus from heaven, to call him to be his faithful servant* Obedient 
hearts are caused by effectual calls; But after Paul had laboured 
more vblindandy than all the rest of the apostles, what was his 
glorying? ♦* Yet not I, but the grace of God, striving (says he) 
C6confingw**ao what? my power ?1 my ability ? No; to his working, 
wittch worketh in me mightily."'..*.Col. i. 29* O here is a blessed- 
patten^ apf«»fitabie lesson of humility set before us! Hath Jesus 
«p^G9iteA to us in the vision of faith by the word of truth? Hath he- 
effsctually cidled us to believe in his name, and to rejoice in his 
salVMtian? What shall we say, but fall upon the bended knees of 
durheflHls,' ahd in warmest gratitude of soul, adore grace, rich, free, 
iovtveign, distinguishing grac^! Have we been, and do we still 
continue obedient to the heavenly vision? What then? shall we 
sacrifice to our own net, and burn incense to our own drag, and 
say ^ Because of my obedience, my faithfulness? God forbid I for 
this is only grace upon grace* If we have obtained grace to be 
fiuthfiil, <the comfort is ours; but all the glory is due to the giver* 
"Lord, thou wilt ordain peace for us." Why? "for thou hast 
wrought all our works in us*"****Isa* xxvi* 12* 
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Thai shall tve kn&w iftvefollQW on to kimv the Lord; ^ 
going forth is prq>ared as the mornit^g ,• and he SjffflU 

come unto us as the rain ; as the latter and former raiti 
unto the earth .... Ilosea vi . 3 . 

IJearts of disciples enjo]^ sweet fellowship in the tmthr. 
Hence the)r mutually help and eacoura|^ ea^h other's &ith« The. 
Saviour loves to have it so. He blesses them^ and manifestly himself 
to them in this way* So it was with the disciples after his crucifixioO; 
and deaths They resoited together, and communed with each other j| 
and Jesu9^ though unknown to them at first, joined company witl| 
them, expounded tlie scriptures to them^ opened their understand- 
ings; and they said one to another, ^' Did not our beart^ bum withia 
us as he talked with us by the way?" Scc.oLuke xxiv. ?2« . , 

So the true disciples of the Old Testament church {y|du>9^ an«| 
another in faith* ^^ We shall know^ we shall follow on to know thc^. 
Lord*" So the words may be rendered* Those who know 9^ littler 
qf Jesus' love, and are but just brought acquainted with his C^^e* 
grace and salvation, shall hold on their way* Knowledge! Ught^ 
peace, and love sliali increase to their souls, through that Spirit bj;. 
whom, they are regenerated and bom again* Though at first th^j; . 
are but ^ babes in Christ, yet, through the milk of the word^ tbejr^ 
aball grow and increase, with the increase of God**' The gpijng;« 
forth of the love of Jesus towards uS) is as the monu^gf At th)^ 
dawn of day, light is scarce d&scemible: it seems opposed by surn 
rounding darkness, yet it gradually, increases till the sun gains ijl}^ 
meridian* So *^ the path of the just sbineth more aod mor^. \iiito 
the perfect day." . 

The sun never, forsakes the ^arUi, though at aeasona its lig^^4p() 
heat seem, withdrawn in comfort and enjoyment* Thus it ^ wit^ 
the sun of righteousness; h^ shall also ^^ come unto u9 as the ra^n/^ 
to refresh, enliven, and make our souls fruitful in knpwlcdgfii pCAceg 
love, and holiness; yea, as ^< the latter and former rain*"«*^l|i ti^ 
land of Israel, they had usually two rain^ in a year) QO/a juft ^t^ 
the seed was sown, th^ other when "the com was almost riipf;i ai^ 
the harvest just at hand* Sometia^Sf just after the seed qf ^ta^^^ni) 
life is sown in the hearts of youn^ conveits (O what jayfuU i^^ahiiift 
seasons of love and joy are they favored with!) their ^^hsi^^^j^ 
filed with laughter, and their tongues with jay*^' Othem ^i^im^oci 
the most plentiful showers of heart-xeviying love, ju^ aa the #ifM^ 
is to cut theni down, that they may he gathered ia t9 thj^ h<Mlvt9)ii, 
garn/er* Qur heavenly husbandman knows best what aeaaon^ tA giViOi 
whether the storm of afflkti^nii tb^ nun of ^spQ^mjtjf or the awf faoM^ 
^f joy^ Thi» is our tnercy* ** Jesn« is a God of JM^^entji tatta^M 
are all tfeey that wait fpr hi0u'%f4s«* wx, 1«* 
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. 7^e sdcri/kes of God are a broken spirit: a broken and <f 
contrite hearty OGod, thou wilt not despise,,., PsalmW. 17. 

It is the wisdom and joy of disciples to. see somewhat of. Jesus 
in every page of the lively oracles. Then the word is searched with 
pleasure, studied with delight, and is made exceeding profitable to 
the soul. To this end the sins and backslidings, the humiliations 
and repentiiigs, the joys and experiences of saints of old are recorded- 
We see their deserts to be the lowest hell : but grace, reigns. 
Though sin abounded in them, yet grace super-abounded over them*. 
Biit all IS through Jesus; no mercy for sinful man, but through that 
dear man and blessed Mediator. 

So he glorifies his nai;ne, so he makes known his power to be 
** the same yesterday^ to*day, and for ever," in saving his people 
-from their sins, 'though sin may blind * the eyes to his love, and 
harden the heart against his fear, and the spirit become stout and. 
rebellious for a season^ yet see his amazing love ; behold the effects 
of his almighty ^race : a cruel, murdering, adulterous, yet beloved 
David shall be arraigned, plead guilty, sue for mercy, and hope fof 
pardon. But did a broken spirit and a contrite heart entitle him to 
this? Did he plead his present g^riefs and humiliations to atone for 
his past transgressions? No, alas, if he had no other hope thaii this, 
* horror and black despiair would have been the portion of his back- 

sliding soul. God will not, doth not, cannot bestow pardon of sin, 
till he' makes the soul .sensible of, and sorry for sin. Nor will hb 
ever despise, abhor, or reject broken-hearted, contrite souls. For 
his "Spirit effect's this in theinl Though no plea can be founded fof 
this, yet the soul is sweetly encouraged hereby to hope ; because 
here is an evidience that the Lord hath not given up such to a repro- 
bate mind; still he works in them; they feel the effects. A sense 
of guilt is dreadfiil to be borne, distressing to feel; therefore such 
cay foV deliverance : " Restore unto me the joys of thy salvation." ' 
' bur loving Lord breaks the heart for sin, though sin cannot break 
the' covenant of his love ; therefore sin shall hot reign unto deathf 
^kbulj" art thou mourning for thy sins? Remember him on whom 
the iniquity of us all tiras laid. Look to him " who" bore our sins ia 
hflS'own body on the tree ; by whose stripes we are healed.** A contrite 
i^irit flies from the pleasures of sin, which are but for a siEasori : ,it 
cannot rest till former joys are restored ; it is also solicitous about 
his future walk, lest he- fall again : therefore cries, ^' Uphold me 

iilfth*thyfreespirit."....ver. 12. 

.'■,'■!■■■ • 

t omtK^t live without thy 4igkt, O tntif thy love impure my tongue ; • ^ » 

Gftst out and banish'd from thj light : . S&Tvation shall be aH my song*: r ^ 
Thine holy joys, my God, restore, And all my powers shall join to bless- 
And guard me that I fall no more. The Lord, my strength and righteoiiS<^ 

ness. 

Vol. I. N 
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The phrase carnal saints, the self-righteous look on as A 

^rry oipprobiieus terni) as thougli 0Qnlm4ie(ipFy to th^ ehoracrter of 

« real christian. But such persons diff^ in judgment- friAn 9f$L 

.Inspired apostle* Paul calls these Corinthiafi co^Lverts, ^^bc^^e^^ 

Ch^t;'* while he says to theni) ^* Ye -are' yet camAl*'' JST^ea, -b# 

iqppeab tothetf judgments: <^ Are y;e luit ^i" Dof^i aotT^our Jimlls^ 

Tour wardS) your strife, your yiew«, giv« s^ evideBce4>f thet^tb^ 

.thb my a^secU^n ? do you not act and behasre too tnuch -likfi rm^^^ 

are strangers to Jesus, and the life ami power of vital godlioj^s^? j^ 

belie viers are & compbnnd of flesh and %^irit. The |)ew^4:rejale^ 

,BOul dvRells ii;i' a finfolbody, ^nd' is o^>os||d i»y a caygaul i^iM^re* 

There may be itrue- grace within, thoujg^ inuph can^^)r .^pjsaM 

^urithout* Weak £ut^ in Jesus i^ay he ppg)046d with sf^o^ Qoi9?vi{^ 

tions and unheUef...^ Uttle true knowj/edge of Jesus hi the itefiit^ 

^yet beset with gr^at ignorai;ice and we)a]pieS3 of jud9i«ent.««*tbi^ 

dawning of true hope in Jesus, but interposed with clouds ofdat^es^ 

.••••the stirrings pf real }ove to Jes^y but resi$tc^ by the-lovse'gf the 

worJd, and the objects of aeiise«.A»rea| esteem for a preac^Jped jg^ospc^ 

.and yet carnal cont^tidns, and debates, n^ay s^ris^ abovt sninisljer!^ 

and fhin^ of no rea) profit to tih^e 9pt)), T^is is t4Pu^. Y^t ^0|K:li 

.w^akUngs ^n the laith, -such b^bes in QbrUt, are- 9s «aj[e, b9patt$$ 

|>eknred by the same Fathei*, redeemed by the ^909^ pr^cipuS' blood 

of Jesusj and renewed by the power. of tlifs same Spirit| f»s yp^nJg n|iqi 

j^Utt! fathers in Christ $ W iadeed they are not ^ hjeipp^ i they 40 

jK>t glorify God so much ; they do not bring forth 90 jpu^h fe^ is 

.God, nor so greatly adorn the gospel of Jesujs asthpse who .are 

strbi^ In the grace which is in Pbrist Jesus, and p^^a^ est^jbtifihe^ 

in the faith and low of him. 

But let npt suclh discourage tbeir hesu^ts^ nor e^^fta^ har<l 
thoughts of our loving Blaster J/esus, as though he ex|iect$d'^» 
reap where ke hiis not -sown. Let them not burden jtheir vp^A 
.miiids with things that are top strong, nor exfrci^e th^^^^temdef 
hearts with matters that are too high; bu,t let them simply C(»lf^djef 
Jesus; look to the Lamb of God, confess theif we^dmeiss at his^^Bc^ 
.jpmying to him for strength, studying-his word for knpwii^ei and, 
^ as new-born babes, desire the sincere milk of thie wprd, tlsit;th«p 
inay grow thereby**' ^^ For those th^ be piaa^ ki tbf hou^e pf U^^ 
Lord, shali fiourish in the courts of ovr. God."«.«^$^m ^ai» IS4 
^^ Fear thou not, for I am with thee; ^^ aoC dkpcayed, fa/i l^m^f 
God; I will strengthen thee ; yea, Iwtllhelptbee; yea,Nl wiH^phokl 
thaf iridi tite f4|^t hand of aiy iighteoui^ledflU^;«.i;«i« a^.i0« ^ 
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TkewklMis^ ilMpeffMHtf^ in kisrwkkcdnc^ : but therigh^ 
teous hath hope in his death. ...Prw. xiv, S2. 

• 

HiiKRflH^eau^" «^y nMMyQ It i» flSMt CDOitinaUe to ^^fo^ the 
mmfffiStmK.fm\tiMo^md:w:\o^ feffMTd) «nd press tomrdi the 
maaSti4^ ^efna^^of <iw:higlf^€«lUiig of God in ChrisC Jesus," saitl^ 
tfMf JgM s <i » >**>liifc afc U*. WhiR ^ delightful ptospect, in a ^jmg 
Jbour» to view a reconciledX»0((. a-^ovified Jesos, ami a kiil^om pre** 
fMsd^te uK>fi«w« the faiBdatton o£. the ^^orldl but if we haro &et 
oafmenoei a^Ufeof-frsth qo;. Jma, wid bf th« graiu: of God had wt 
ttmvw8adt>Iy■&l•1fie^walldi»a^ifo.of >ati£4igh^ will <sily beget 

Wtt Mftfiutooae^ a0ddbhidip.the soid with ^dse herpes, which will end 
]ai>ai^M: difttppoiid;9Sieat at deatfar But who are the wicked \ Verilji 
flU wharm|ect^theiaith:o£ the dw^of God, refuse to submit to hhr 
rfghtt OBsnisey ha]|e in Uieiiiseltes, aud trust to what they cando^ttf 
:fiiile^' themMlves^ rijgphtiKaist aadc to^make their peace with God* 
Ittjt. isi the tery eesenoe ol wickedness^ . Alt such ara destitute of 
righteousness : their eyes are blinded by sin : their hearts ai« hardened- 
dg^ainat the tnitfa*^ Living and dyoqf so^ they shall be dtiren away 
fiom* the comfoctS'of.the righteous in the awfiilhoiK* of death; in the* 
ti'^ni^dous day of judjgpment, they shall- be driven away from tho: 
piieaenee of Jesus, with ^^ Go,. y« cussed**' 

. Who are the righteous? £>en.all. who reeeive the gvftof new^ 
oovenaiit lov^;, the gi£t.of righteousness, which* ^ oome^ upon all' 
die children of &ith. by one^ Jesus Christ.'*— Jlom* v» 17« The 
righteousf man iso&drRine.e3Uractioni; bom again from above, he 
hath tbe mind of Christ, he loveth righteou^eas and hat«th iniquity* 
The righteop&hath hope in a God of. justice, hope in a. God of tru^^ 
hope in a God of faithfulness, because his; hc^ standeth ia God'ai 
own co¥eni)EU)t gmce and lov^ which makedt sinners righteous ia 
lesus. This hcpe shall never- forsake the righteous : it animates him: 
m ti& to<love andobeAence ; it comforts him in death against.^ears o£ 
wrath and terrors i^ hell ; it inspires hiitl- with joyM assurance of »' 
cfown of righteousness in . life and inumystiliQry according to the- freew 
grace, precious promises <^ Ged,^ through -the righteeusnos&ofJesus*^ 
Well' might that eminently &itbful mimstoref Jesus,, the lat^.Rev.^ 
Miv Herveyr so sweetly fall asleep^ with thifthc^e in his heart, while • 
hi» lips were warbling* liis dying song, ^Precious salvatioknl precious 
salvation L««0 precious grace*! precious promisetf! iHre»iou»' ftithl 
jpitsciotts^ hope! All flowing to poor, sinnwsy tfanMigb the perfect 
ttgbteeusaess aond precious^blbad^^of die infibitely^and eteiviaily pre* 
pous Jesus*' WeU mi^it^ St. Piiul sum- up* alli «» btossedness hs 
that apootoliebencdiGtdQn^ which^mcludesvaU^ourhQim^ ^Thegracse 
of the Lord Jbnis Christ, and the love of.God* and die ODmrnunum 
of the TSoVg Ghofi^r be wit^ JQS\ all* Ainen/V^.^ Cor* xili^ 14^ 
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The end of qU things is at hand : be ye therefore stAer^ and 
watch unto prayer....! Pet. W.l. 

The ^ord oF grace and truthV lUce a judictoiiB pfaytician for the 
bod3^9 prescribes different re^pes for tiie 80ul« . Sometimes the bitter, 
draught of afBiction ; at others the strengthenings-comforting balstfnk' 
of £Buth, with the restorative mixture of love; but at all times ft 
necessary regimen,- whereby to rule and ' govern our lives, so that ^ 
our souls may prosper and be in good health* 

To .use means in &ith is our bounden duty: • to neglect them is- a 
contempt of the wise prescriber; whereby we sufler loss and receive 
hurt to our souls. . As faith binds the soul to Jesus in the sweet 
bands of love, so it produces a conformity- to him in heart and li|e^ 
As the Spirit enriches the soul with precious grates^ soth^^yare 
accompanied with his transforming influence. He ever.directs to 
tbe wt^ he has inspired, that we may be taught to avoid thdSQ 
things .contrary thereto; and also, to: practise those duties, whii^ 
have a native tendency to strengthen the soul inpersevenog iflf 
holiness and -truth* ' '^^ 

* Aft intemperate thirst after, and inordinate indulging ourselves in 
the enjojonent of any. of the good creatures of this Hfe, sadly iudift^ 
pose the mind to spiritual, concerns. This is contrary to the life of 
faith ; interrupts sweet communion with the Father of spirits, deadens 
tifie h^art to holy fellbwship with Jesus, and opposeth the <x)mforting^ 
consolations of the ble&sed Spirit.. Hence the soul finds great lan- 
guors, deadness, and formality, in its addresses at the throne of. 
grace* Thy soul and mine is therefore t:alled up6n to consider, 
time, how short I eternity, how near I The judge is at the door. 
All things are on- the point of dissolution. I am expecting the 
messenger to call me hence. * 

.i Since continuance here is so un^ertsun, all worldly -enjoj^ments so 
precarious, and all certainly p^riiih in the usitig, what temperance, 
what sobriety of conduct becomes one ? And this is cc^rtoin, Jesus, 
ivith his much incense, is'cver before the throne. It is a meroy- 
seat, sprinkled with his precious blood* Froin hence all grace is 
bestowed ; all power given. O may we be confcemed to watch con- 
tinually against the motions of the enemy, the stirrings of pride . 
a?id lustl i^atching in prayer for the p6wer of the Spirit; watching 
alter prayer for an answer of peace. And when, disciple, is die 
tiine that this exercise may be omitted? Verily, not till faith is lost 
ii) sight, hope is turned into enjoyment, and prayer is lost ia|»*sdse« 
O what & precious word is this from our Jesus: " Whatsoever yc 
shall ask in my name, that win I do.*;**.. John xiv. 13.- 

And shall I then neglect to prayp , Forbid it, Loid ! thy Spirit sendf . 

When Jestu thus d^^lares ? To quicken ev'ry thought^ 

Despise his word, refuse his aidf , ' .To soar above this triiBing worldi 

Amidst ten thousand snares ? - ^ Till! to thee am brought.. ^M. 
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Hcrest^relh my soul: be kadtth meHn the paths ofrigh- 
• teousnessyfor his name^s sake... .Psalm xxiii. 3. 

;. With' gratitude and joy, ercry believer has daily cause to 
address his soul iu the words spoken to Ntomi at the birth of Obed, 
^ Blessed be the Lord, who hath not left thee this day without a 
kinsman or redeemer, whose name is famous in Israel, who shall be 
iHito thee a restorer of thy life*"*««*Ruth iv» 14, 15. To the glory of 
Jesus be it ever remembered, that life once received from him can 
never be lost* The soul once quickened from a^death in trespasses 
and sinsy dieth no more ; death hath no more dominion over it ; for it is 
delivered from the cause of death, sin* Partaking of the life of grace 
from Jesus, sin has no more dominion over it to kill and destroy it« 
Bixt though the soul enjoys life In Jesus, yet sin is not dead* It 
4welle|h'in us; it worketh in. the- members, and opposeth the life^ 
|ieace and comfort of tbe new»bom soul* Is there a day passeth but 
we find that the old man is still alive ? Yea, at times the soul is so 
pressed above measure, that it almost despairs of life. It seems to 
sense and experience, as though the sentence of death was executed* 
Qhow then doth* Jesus again revive and restore itl Sin often brings 
4e«th upon the comforts of the aoulf though it cannot touch its life; 
that is secure in the life*giving head: ^'It is hid with Christ in 
God»''«*-CoU iii* 3. Believers can never sin themselves beyond th6 
extent of Qhrisfs love, nor the reach of his power to restore thenw 
The precious blood of Jesus is all-sufBcient to purge away all sin 
from the, conscienoe«»-yea, sins of the deepest die* S^e then the 
exceeding sinfohiess of sin in the most exceeding pcecious fountain 
that is opened for its cleansing* See the love* and care of the feithful 
shepherd in restoring his wandering sheep* But know, O soul, 
whenever thou dost deviate from the path of Jesus, or backslide mto 
sin, tho« turnest thy back upon thy best friendf thy kindest Lord; 
thou joinest thyself to his implacable foes* Truer so unchangeable 
is the love of Jesus he will restore the souls of his members ; but 
love mingles bitter potions to do this; and the most bitter of all 1% 
thou slnnest against the richest grace and most precious love that 
ever was known: lov$, that has followed, and will follow thee all 
thy days; love, that will heal thy backslidings, and restore thy 
soul; LOVE, that will lead thee in the paths of righteousness to 
{^ration and glory* When thou rememberest this thou wilt be 
ashamed and confounded for all that thou hast done, and love him 
wlio.dpth all for his name's sake freely* 

t^ord, my restorer and my guide, Then will I praise, at thy dear feet^ 

How apt am I to stray ? Thy tender care and love, 

O keep me near thy blessed side. Which bi*oughtme thro'thisdesart land, 

Until the perfect day. .. Toreaimiofblisa above. M. 



Fiprasmuck thtn arthe ckiSfrat art partakm tffisSt ^o^ 
hlmdy *e ta/so hhrndfUketmse took part tjf the same r^ai 
through death Ae anight destroy him ikkt had th^pmer 

, ^ deatky tktd is ti» IkvU. Mtb^.> tk rl 4u 

Wr rcw# of ohe' wfio^ wa« «w «ffWte# Miith tfee ^torf c^the sti!t>' 
Ihat be flknfght he^wttsborn oniy te^^ehMiiK ^Vf?<ft t»4(ae{it<0pFcel^ 
ttiay ft ehrisffan judj^ot'lHfnsrdfrthaf he syboV^^agaSobfo^liei^otiFAMi* 
^kityi aba ddight hlnistflf ki daiff ^oiitfei^tillttg J%«iAfS tiie sM^ 
irtghtacmsnete! Ldf^f l^kKi iMk neftfffkabp^W iSiat ti^fi^eoi dbbtf-^ 
« m^af^ing: i!iy feet,**' wM ho^test^ieaHfevl^IVt^n Buff wBttt i^» tlttt!^ 
^«if{> (9f abasemeuft, iv%eii lesusil^sln-fiecdif e^Miliere^ to-Mtf^lftm^ 
fte!8llapwvkhIl^ Be^asi«mr9li<e^, O ReHVeiMf i^jbteey "O dkHdi«li' 6| 
iitiil aibi^re, ado^ iferha^ ymi never cail fut^^ ^iBiiiprdifeiRl^ i^ 
Lord <»riile i^ gtopf In fottr xtaWfire, el6iifte# iv^^fiadl' and tfid^dT:^ 
i iiian'^ Mfrrow^^and acq^aineexf M'H^ gfilefl* Sbe Jesti^, eeniiiln^ 
1^H6. O i!^f\f liv (xmleiiipkitlm on t^e MttaMf oF our CoQ- Icisub^ 
llfl It %toi<6 thel hettri^ wiA forc^ Saf, wfiidi iff greatie^ Itis^fc^ 
oritlshmnlil!^! ,* 

'He 4Ml i»rt ivftii ^ifte cMMreli.*^ Sveft Waa Jied^'^ dbligVl ii^ 
B)si«}aMl^, iMt *^M9 life ifw'boiafid u|ri^ tfiela^*]^ fifb^^.^ 
iffiv^. 3&.- The aottlof loni^thari-va» soltnit*^ iial^di tftaf'^^lie^ 
l»¥ti him s(9 Ma own 9KmL'%.»«1 Sitas. xfVmi. I. Verilf ottr'iifi»-1ft> 
boentP «p i» ttie-life of Jesus. TruIJrle Ifetfr lore^J^s'b^ttfep tftiali> 
Mfe% ME took ourjpart againol oimin<i4i#eili9e &^ Ski, Sataii^ 6il(i^ 
deat)^ >lfehathcOIM|li«I1a^aif•i.•4^rwhonr^ *^r»n cmhibuwtf ;'^ by^ 
iial^be ehillireR of wi4^, hf pradaeevebdB agatilst God^ yt^amashig* 
gracjet tfte ofejecte of t&e Fa^erVlove* Hence given- to *ltau9^ to 
redeem anrf imve* They ftad sen iMeres* in Jewrd*' love^ ere ^e^ fiai* 
1^ being in the fteshv Therefwe fte pfejr* ftr them as* their Mediator jp 
)Mh dwtis^ them- hy thaf speeiiif mdiriE wRiich the Holf Ohoat ptitil'upbii^ 
ife^h of t&emr m the day of his powec, faith. *! prajr ftft^ tHttA' 
afeo which- shall believe on iHe/*.v.John xvii. 20» ' . .. "• 

We may- jof felly triumph, *«If Jesus ^ be for ns, whb alrt**fiel* 
8^ainst%is?^» **- The Lord taketftr my part, therefore I shall see my ' 
desire upon them that hate^ me***«..,P8alin cXTiii. 7. Every beHeveiH 
ihay be -Mire of tkWry . Faith in Jesus oTcrconws the world, iHlsamtes^ 
dtAtb of its stingy Irtiieh* la sin ; enfoebliestbe str^gth Of sin "whieh*' 
i^ the hw* By the blood of the Lamb, ' Satan is* Overcome. Tboa^ 
i;^ are more l^an eenqo^rors through' him who loved us. 6hrlst^ 
gained the conquest in oiir nature, over Satait and deaths by taldligf' 
away that which gave power to both, over his ehildreit, siif. Thia 
he effected by hiis 6wn death: for* he that died once for m, tf^tr^ 
lives to save* <' Thank& hftx to. God, who ^veUi w th^ Tictorf»> 
tiv9Ql!aghoui^^Lfl»dJtea8iClimi^\^«M^^ . ^ ; 



- iA^^Lord thf It^decmer..*Jsu.. liv. 8.. 

LpYj: 19 ev^r opieaimd communia^siK^ it conceab notbing from 

^d^ .fi^ro^ Abrahftm ibAt Ibiof vbich i ddo?". Js^kh the (^od of love^ 
^jg^.fa7iiqg hU fdf»d*«««CreB. xvm* 17 » Of those that fellow tho 
j^p;i^ he j|autb» ^^ Y^e ane ]9f fcifiads*" Sa:T.aQt$ are Aot mado 
mpqii^oted vith their ^x^t^tocs* .seciiets, hut fiieods are. There^wro 
aaith Je^us^ (be ;gTeat imefpfiel^ of covenant k>ve& <* All thinga that 
I J^I^TAheairi of IP7 Fathei» IMve nnade iuK>wn unto jQ|a/%M.Mw^ 
XV. i^i» XlhUdr^ ahail oof he .i:hadtUed9 but they shall .be told ^% 
the F^th^'is Jpudneas aod foercy in it* JLpve ia evef .ia hia heairti 
though ytr^ may appear ix) his conduct* , . ^ 

' Jhe.jpyvof creatipn is reyi^dhy.. the bright ahxxung, of theaitn* 
Wheo tjiat ia withdrawn^ ciouda^ foista^ and darkness gather* So; 
jKJ^es the B|m ef righteou^ne^^s, hides hijoasdUT fn^ the aouit itaeeim 
a dark season of wrath* The ^niata of corruption ftrise; the thick 
£>^ of unbelief ^eads ttadU^; the^ |^m of dejection ha^a heavy oa 
1^ fiuttd^ juad the prince of darkneas is very busy at ^<^ a seaumns^ 
I yke Jf^^'a fipieods^fbe is a phyaicianof no valuer bi^ a*jxuser^l^ 

cipmlbrter to t})e* soui* 'Now all sense^* naturaii a94 fe^Ung* wiitir^ 
^jitter thinga .aga|nat -the {ndot sipner* TheJE'^lber i;ha^^aes>,the 
Sa»iai|rJ4des hioxsel^ the law. abcuses y c^sp^H^^ xx>ndenuia, sUi 
tefsifiea* Sii^ thn^enst but*.«.Fath^rt thy ,merey never dies* Thf , 
love cJti^ngeaiMU. Th^efore &ith endures and turns to tbelaw of ]pve«r 
Wb^ts^thth^t? '^ In alittle W3;^h J hid myself." Little in comparison 
^i^f deserts* J[),soulU***little compared <with the greatness 0|f thoi 
]^y^(i^ t)l)y.,God. Faith listens., to the testimony. o^ Jesus. Tbei 
]^^,^y.Red^in^ apaaks: ^My deserting thee is of the shortest. 
l^irafioP4 aimoment; tbetwinkUiigof aneye^' asnoap^eoftime. 
compared to eternity* . Then love ventf.itaaif and declares, <' With, 
le^i^riia^g kin^beas wi^ I have mercy puttbee*" 
^^ The. yn^4 of the.jUord ahall stand. His. cpvei^uit is sure ; hi^ love 
lyirlyinge^bl^f^ ; . hi9- prpmisea i|nmuts^l<^ : hcsocevthe soul is excited to 
cpi^d^nce) toassitfance, full assurance; yea the fullest assurance oC 
%jGgiidoCtru^t<4><>ugh all present appearances seem against it. Then 
hfificr jdawna in th« souU and iQve to Jesus is quickened. Holy shame? 
UDdfOdly. aom^Wy for past. fi^lli^s, fill the hm^ while th^ comfortea. 
U0frity ^estifiea of Jesua* His lova* bow. infinite 1 bis aalvaticmie 
{il^tterGnQt! J^rpersoB) hffwpeaciouaS bis<pr<H30ia^8r^K>wrefivingi 
biavppc^Kaicef jhotr joyAili snd every things which ioternipta it, -faovr 
f9i9Mdiiig.Jbat«&t and abon^naUe ! For sueh ils Jesus' love ; ^ Weep« 
ing mAf endure for d nigtt (of desertioDK.but jOy cwifithli^ tiusc 
' morning (of his returning presence)t".»f Psalm xxx* 5. 
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10*' .APRrL'*.> 

And the achnonoMtging of die trufli] zhhick is after godS^ 
ness; accoriing to the faith of God*s elect.. ..Tit. u 1. 

St. Paul, though an eminently distinguished apostle of Jfesus, 
f ct, in regard to the salvation of his own soul, hij^ extraordtilary^ 
gifts procured it nbt; nor could his former hatred and persecution o^ 
Jesus and his members frustrate the electing love of God, or obstruct' 
the sovereign operations of the Holy Spirit. But- being chosen df- 
God in Christ Jesus, his heart must partake of the precious faith of 
God's elect*' Love, almighty, wonderful love, seized him; J^u^ 
challenged him as tme of his redeemed souls ; Bto|^>ed him in his 
mad career; tohched his heart, and brought Him trembling and 
astonished to his feet: and the power of ^uth in his heatt was mani- 
fested by the obedient cry x>f his lips, ^ Lord, what will thou have 
me to do ?".... Acts ix. 6« 

> Thus election is a doctriiie iM^cording to godliness. Faith in the 
heart is an evidencb of interest in God's electing love. It is a special 
gift of grace, and is connected with sa]vation«..*£plu ii. 8. Fsdth 
proves itself to be a geimine grace of the Holy Spirit, for it submit^ 
to and trusts in Jesus* righteousness, for justification ; his blood for 
pardon ; hit all-prevailing merits and intercession for life.' Thus 
foith glorifies Jesus as priest, to atone; hon<m Jesua ai Idbg^ to 
rule and govern; and yields obedience to him as a prophet^ td 
instruct in the truths of godliness* So the believing soul ia stript o£ 
every self-righteous plea; brought as an humble, selfrcondemned 
sinner to the feet of Jesus; and glories in him as his only hope for 
Kfe and whole salvation* If there is no election of sinners by God 
the Father, there is no true faith ; for saving fiedth is peculiar to 
God's elect only* Do any object, ^ I -do not believe the doctrine of 
election?' We only say, we cannot help you, we pity you, you do 
not understand your bible, you do not yet ^^ acknowledge the truth 
which is after godliness**' The fidth of God*s elect springs froni 
God's electing love; has Jesus for its author and finisher, Ms lift^ 
and death for its object, the truths of God's word for- it3 warranty 
God!s promise in Christ Jesus its. support, love and holiness its 
evidence^ sure and certain salvation is its end* Weil may tinr be 
called precious foith indeed* . - S 

: Whereas mere human faithf as it arises only from the power ^of 
the creature, it centers only in nature an4 self, talks hig^ of ie!ttaA 
%nd conditions, boasts nwich of huQiiin abilities, opposes xfree-^fraeoi 
exalts the sinner, debases Jesus, denies the imputation of his n^t^ 
teousness, and renders salvation not only precarious and ^ntcettaani 
but utteriy impossjible* O soul, study this trutb daily ^ it tends to 
humility and rejoicing* ^< By grace are ye saved, through .failfli^ 
and thiat not of yourselves: it is the gift of God.!'.***£ph* ii* %i 



APRIL S. 109. 

Tfk^(sr^^Uhjcy shall ye dratv water out of the^w^oj^ 
salvation* .. Jsa. xii. 3 • 

WaYy.T9SREFO&3a? What had the church dcme to procuresuch 
aa ineatiniable promUe? O the jof ful day of her puUic esfiousal to 
Jesus is eome* That daT) that blessed day of power> when the 
lQ¥iiig l»ide claims her beloved bridegvopm, Jesus^ Therefore she 
aiags this joyful songy ^ Behold €k>d is my salvation: I will trust, 
and not be afraid, for the Loao Jehovah is my strength and my song; 
he also is become my salvation*' • The (daims of the fiuth of poor 
almiers are well pleasing in the aight of God; they honor his word, 
glorify him:, and cause joy in heaven among theaageld; while th^ 
humble claimants obtain the consolation and joy thereof! ^ Them 
that honor me I will honor, saith the Lord,'' ^ therefore with joy 
shall they draw," &c. 

• ' This was not tQ be a transient fit of comfort, but an inexhaustible 
fbuntsja of joy* Believers are to come daily and draw water with 
yoy out of the wells of salvation. Jehovah, the Father, is ^^the 
^omnitain of Bvii^ wateri*"».«Jer. ii* 13* Salvation takes its first 
spring fix)m his everlasting love, is secured by his unalterable cove- 
naiat:and unchanged>le promises* The Spirit and his grace &re called 
^ a well of wateiS springing up to everiasting life* "•••John iv« 14; 
He shews poor sinners their want of Jesus this Hving water, its 
^eeness* and sweetness ; sup^ies them with the bucket of foith to dmw 
with joy, and drink with pleasure. This well of salvation by Jesus was 
opened mpafadise: its streams have run thrdugh every successive 
a^ of the church. Patriardis, prophets, apostles, believers in all 
' ^es have had thmr hearts made glad, and their souls joyful thereby. 
The ev^lascing love of the Father, the rich grace of the Son, the 
exuberant joy of the Holy Ghost, compose these wells of salvation. 
Yet it is but 'one fountain of grace, flowing &om the unity c^ the 
^vi^ essence, and is communicated to us out of the fulness of the 
maa Jesusr hefice we are invited by Jesus, ^O fHeKids, Obebved, 
4rinkS yea drink idbundantly.",...Cant. y. !•• This fountain is ever 
£%e, fuN, andinexhaustible* Why, O why then are we not always 
joyfiil? Why do^e ever complain for want of comfort? This well is 
ever open, this fountain ever near. Why do we so much neglect, so 
loften fim^e this fomitain of liviiig waters ? Where is our feith ? Why 
Isitfaai ^"cdous gmce ^ven us, but for use and es^ercise ? So shall 
we the more glorify the God of all consolation, be refreshed in our 
^ apirits, and made fruitfal in our lives ; Mid our thirst alky ed after the 
pexiriiing comforts of time and sense* For saith Jesus, " Whosoevitr 
<]rmketh of the water that I shall g^ve him, .stedl never thirst*" 
36tak iv. 14. 
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JSven.wekft&e hHkvedin Jesuf Christ, tkai ttse m^ di 
justified by the faith qf Christ.. ..Gai. H. 16* 

• ^ W£ therefbft da.nwfce this^definhion of ftchriadBii,^ tk9^ he i» 
^t <m€ who is withoat aiii} but one t» .whom God vpapateik not hi3 
fW thrai»gb faith ia Chmt. Here we wmt be nothing at all» bat 
tmly roeetye the treafarO) which is Christy, and apprdkeftd him iotoioi 
heacts by fiuth» though we feeloaraeivea to^ b^ acyerso^ •£ ink. 
Thua God will ^^otiSf hia Spo* and he i^oidfied ia us throiigh k^au** 
Thus, speaketh jLotbier* Having the same. s]nrit of faitfay we thns 
speaktv make the same ponfessiopr rejoke.Mi the same bope» a>e 
jttatified by the sax^ Jesusy ^Qmfiwtf d by the sasne tnitb» sanctified 
by tbe same. Spirit^ .are. heirs of. the .same pKomisesi and entitled to 
1^ the.iaiiie lwgy)om. And ever remember, all » of .free graces 

Here the most dignified apostle, as well as the most obscure sbmer 
lut upon a level* There is no di&rence* Both hpe the same evils 
Ip be delivered from^ the nsmt ob|ccjt to be ^^yed by» both believe 
^ one J^sus tp the same blessed endt to ejijoy peace and pardon 
jrom.God tfc^ Father* In the. knowledge of this c^sists all our 
comfort; and for this, as poor needy sinners, we %r^, c^AsCantly. to 
cleave to Jesus fipom hour to hour. Have we believed mai^y yieass 
l^^c^ that yre might be justified 2 Tnie,jQOce jf^stifiedi and ever ac^; 
^ver ^fier ccNBdqmne4, as y^wed M^ . Jesus in the sight of Cod. 
,-^^F^r who shall lay anytl^iag to the charge of God's .eject? llis G<»d 
that.^tifiethy who is he that condemneth ?".»..R<Mn» vlii. o9> 34» But 
lipw is it now in our consciences? Faith is a rooted gcacej it cannpt^ 
be lost, ^vc is its inpeparable^ compimioiat;. sweet peace its blessed 
,fruit* ^vt " Do ye wow belieye ?'. wi, Je^^a* . Have you the love of 
God Kow in you? Do^ the s^se pf pe^^^e irith God, through our 
^Lord Jesus Christ, now abide in the heiuct I If not) inti^rve^g cloud9, 
.from the world, sin, Satan, qr the law, tii^tercept the ligbt.qf God^ 
.countenance, and the sunshine of his love. What theni ninst we 
live |ind die without hope? No: blessed, be God, he r^stsin his love: 
it i^ cyer the same. Jesi|^ ever liyesi and prays: gospieKgcace b 
still proclaimed to the wret^hjed* Co|n^, as at the beginning, to 
Jesus, owning sin, grieving for foUyi and believ^ in him that we 
^may be justified in our consciences, and have, a fresh sense of pardcM 
and peace. ''They that know thy name will put their trust in theirs 
.for thou, Lord, hast not foiysaken them tha^ seek thiee«"*.*rP«^amix« 10» 

Good KEgon for my laitk I have, Tht faltk of Christ does justify 

Drawn from the law of love : The ways of God to man : 

9fiy father gave ft* Son to save, And God in Chtist does justify 

TJusftftd«l|ifthk«pp«oft. AI who this Mtheaiiieaiif WU 
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jUPXiiiL't. ' sa 

ComaiiiAf tmf utdoJ^ trksl also in Sim^ aud£e 

shall bring it to pass....Psalm xxxviu 5. 

Ws 9i9t tOo-'Hpt toibtgdt ^^ere-wcf KDC) ^iRhtt ireiare called 10$ 
ted-^iviiitfaer we ^sartigfiinf. * When wi take a -aurvey of the preadk 
atate of men and things; jndge acDotdiAgitD »|vpQariaice8 in natiitv 
imd sense, ja&dvee'0DEe'emsntila{ypfiii alike toiaB» ivelieefQadytDMkt 
WMt advsDtage then •hath xthejchriadan? or <what profit ii^ thene i^ 
newibum, hefievingaonlB? Much evtty fnray. For unto i^vU chieflf 9 
«re committed the Vmlf oracleB of God: The hBiielB an 'cpMe of 
torn* ' The tender aAbctionB of our lomg Father, th6 tiving and 
d^g eompoBaionstiffaur i^ldet brotl^Jesm, bteafthe m everjr^uigeb. 
XEete Ive «ee Ifhe vatd^ua confficta.toid tenia onr^rmer bnethren in the 
fleah *weff6 exenciaed ^th; iiow thegr ^mate aiipported imdel*» and 
carnedthnmgh an, aafetto i^hny-; and-thia, t^r^^reiysaniegroGe 
and power which is still our happy portion. They being difead, yot 
9peak t6 u^ ; -to animate and tencourage our Jhearta to be straiginfthe 
Xiord) and in liiie power of his might. We see in them the inexpli- 
deblemysteries^of primdence unveilad, Jiowtnitof the weahaeali of 
batdre they were made attong in grace* 

It iii the ^ory and excellency of believers to tdke tbdr jriews, and 
Satm their j ud g ment 'Utom God's truths; ^ oppose nature, senSe» 
Bnd feelmg; to stand fstiir and waitto4ee the salvation of 'God; to 
omii no appointed IneiUBH but to he dilig^it .in the ways of God's 
institutions; qi^tly and ipatiently aiibonitting^ every .issue to Jhia 
wisdom and goodness. This is the obecfience of &ith, andiSvattende^ 
fwith thepatieiice^ltqpe,iattd the ifisne is alm^s determined -in lore: 
it is impossible.it /Shrnddlie otherwise,^ for it is the Immutahle decree 
cif heaven: ^sQIi^gs wdrk together for good to them who love God> 
tto them idioaEeihe.caliedacconfing to his pui!pose/'...<-Rom. viii* 26* 
Cemmitting.ourway to God^uidutdens the .mind; trusting our alt 
«b Vimt makes the heart ipnte leasy ; :rely]ng on him, to bring our 
concerns* to pass, makes tlids .^irtt joyful* But when, carnal reasoa 

'18 suffered to make its report, then wkh Jacob we cry, ^ All these 
thifigs are ag^st us.*' Henoe fiuntmg and drooping come fismjfeao, 
^eai* from doubting, doubting "horn, unbelief^ and unbelief chiefly^ 
fwevails through ignorance and inattention to God's word of grac^ 
'ids covenant love', precious pfomiaes, and aakenm «ath in -Chriat 

"- ;f 06U8. £ver needful is I3iss prayer of faith, ^ Lord, increase 0Uf. 
fiBith»'\«MLuke xvik 5 • 



riiow e&ty I live» 
How j^al 1 tiag. 
When 1 to my Lord 
My ways do conimcit 



I'm ^«fe lilEt a 
Soar'd higliioititke wiagx 
My . Lovd brings to* pMS 
.AIbthiiigsheJitoi.fit. 
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» 

Hau stmiesi by failh. Be not h^^mmdtd, 'Jmtjf!Mr..\\ 
Bom.xu 20. ; 

So ire are called upon by thetphit of pn^liesy> << BeM<^ {give 
tlie most earneat-attentiony let tkia truth- siiik de^ in yoqr hearta) 
hi# Mil which is l^M up is not uprif^t. ia < him. '^.^Habak* U. .4^ 
Standing by fidthi and livkig by iaith, are einev oppoaed to pride^ 
' vain confMenct) and an high conceit of ourown attaiooientii. .Tn^e 
fakh in Jesoa ainks the soul in hunlftlit9^ worifisby real love IQ-God* 
is acconpamed with a cbild^^Uke fear of offending lum^ and excilea 
to a is^lf je^loosy over our own sotdsy lest wo .ftll..*«fall jtita ain^ 
ftU away from the hope of the gospel, Ml fixnn the prcscious privileges 
«tf Jesus, and the comforting sense of hsa love*. Withaat.tbist 
what is profession, but an empty name, talking ever so highly, but. 
a sound of words, pretension to the greatest things, but a vain shadow^ 
wbilethe substance is not «njoye^^ • . . ; 

It is the glorying of bdievovin Jesua that they are: ^^ delivered 
out of the hands of their enemi^, that they mig^t Aewe Gpd.ia 
holiness and righteousness all the days of their life,.".*«<Luke i. 7Jkf 
75....and it is added, '^ without fear." But are we to cast off all 
kind of fear of God.^ No verily : no more than fiuth m hiai,i love to 
him, and hope of eujopffiglum. - One would dread such a stade most 
cf all, the Lord'hiinaelf being Judge* ^^Know therefore;, and.se^ 
that it is an evil «nd bitter thing) that thou . hast forsaken the Lopd 
Ay God, and .that mv fear is not in thee, saith the Lord God of 
HbBts."o.Jer. ii. 19* 

Glory to Jesus, by his grace^the bands of legal bondage are broken 
asunder; the cofds of alavish fear, of wrath and hell, we ca^t from 
•USX yet faith and fear go hand in hand* - And thia is the hlessfdness 
0f everlasting love and new covenant grace, ^^ I, saith J«hovjdi, will 
put my fear in their hearts, that they shall not depart from me* So 
ahall they kor me for ever for their good*"*.*Jer. xzxii. 40* r Thin 
lathe precious learthe apostle exhortato, which ia ever t6.be che? 
lished in the heart, and attended .to in one's diuly .walk*. A fear nf 
.departing from the l4ord Jesus tends to keep the soul clp^ jto hinu 
Fear of cAnding causes watchfulness* Hop<) in,a sin-pardoning Go^ 
, produceth. fear ; a sense of panlon increaseth iU ^^ There is forgii^* 
neas with thee; that thou mayest be ' feared* '.'•*«*Psali(n.c^x;z».'4* 
^ Happy .16 the man that feareth alway : but' he that ba»}i^eth hi| 
heart shall fall into mia€hief*"***«Prov* xxviii*.U* , 

Forbid it. hord^ that 1 for|;et, ^ If I withdraw f»y, ^roH irom ^a^ ^ ;- 

Mjr stundin^ i$by.£aitli; .* 1 8oonhigh-mii^4cdSF0W:t. .« 

This ever%timblet «t thy feet. Forget thy lesri! grow prood instlf^. ■ <: 
. Well pleaa'4 at what tlioa saith. So prove l^iMttkii^s kaow* .; ; .M. 
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MtniBmltmrthe word unio thyscnant; upoA tohich'tkan hast 
caused me to hope.... Psalm cxix. 49. 

It ilB tMJt hatui'al to us to hope in God's -word. This the power 
faTGdd cadseth us to do* Where there is true-knowledge of Stsuni 
the essential word, there will be a ieal esteemr for the scripturesy 
%he wrftten word of J^oVah. The Spirit that dwelt in Jesus dictated 
ihe truths coneemihg him; and iht same S|rfrit testifies of Jesus iii 
the hearts of his childfen. By the word we are favored with dear 
Ideas, just concepticms, and encouraging views of the truths of grace! 
fitid saltations hence we have the firmest foundation, the strongest 
liotifid^nce, and filllest assurance to bliild our Mth and hcfie uponi 
faeiite iilso'we are' embdldeiied to dtaW ni^h to a throne of grace, to 
(dead our case, present our distress, and cldni, with humble boldnesii,' 
« supply of all our need. ' i . 

When there is a death upon all comfortable sense and joyfol feel« 
in^s, when all thin^ atbund us wear a gloomy as|>ecti when con- 
sciehce within w^t^s bitter thkigs agidnst us, the law wdrks wraths and 
its terrors make us afraid,' and an insufdng fbe, to hnghten distresll 
imd Increase ouf sorrows, stands over us, with "there, there, sd 
virould' I have itf**' in 'SUch a season, O it is life from the dead to 
itfmemb^r the tefihltely transcendent love, victorious toils, triumphant 
ddhqtiestfii of Jesus met &11 things for us!* Htow joyfiil to read that all 
the premises ceiitier in him, and that they are infidlibly . sure and 
certain to ail the seed....yea and Amen, to the glory of God the 
Father! How establislung to hear such gracious words from the 
inouth of Jehovah, ^T, even I am he that Uotteth out thy trans- 
gressions &!r mine own sake, and will not remember thy sin8l*%«.« 
Isa.' tfHit US. How powerfully alluring, Imiw sweetly attracting to 
the afif^ctibiis wh^h love calls, "Put me in remembrance;" plead 
With me ; thou shah n6t caH in vain ; I will hetu* ; I ^H answer thee ! 
Thus love, thus grace descends to the heart; thus it speaks by the 
-w^M :' hence desires are kincHed in the aoul, blown into a flame, and 
^sdetid in fervent, earnest prafyer and pleading* to a faithliil, pr<»nia^' 
fulfilling ^God* Surely we can never enough prise Cod's word, never 
sufiiciently adore tl^ H<^y Spirit for the knowledge of Jesus by the 
^wofd: and if the word of th* Lord is our hope> we have eternal 
thnh; everlatstihg love, infinite power, andf unchangeable fidthfUl^ 
* d)ess Engaged for us* "Every word of God is pare: he is a shield 
unto them that put their trust in him.*'..««ProiVfr'xxx« 5. 

Whil6 tnhit^ boast df nature's fhtmlsi RcmemBer , Lotd, tlty wovd of grace^ 
And testacies of joy. On which myaool doth trast : 

yivf 1 srill hope in God's try 'd word, Fulfil thy promise freely made^ 
Xnd thence my comfotti draw. I pisad it..,*thea artjmsti BC. 
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It iscmr unspeakable mercf) it calto fi>t opr dailf tribute ofjfts^ 
wcvA daily study to improre itt tluita free mat of tbe Itrely etudes of 
tmtb is pentfitted us ; otben aw idenidd this lich privil^e. Ha|fpf 
thiMe to whote lAie woMof G^ is tlfe ilile of 1^dr &itii9 al]ehtt6 
tirtet tiidr ptftfaftt «M' a MMlafd ifflerei^ they try and prore tb^ 
doctrines ^ey teeiv "Hiefher <^y Mb <if God or man. The wspii^ 
YiitTTH, as his In Ieam»fepf<edkMiatocvery believer* ^Fakhcooies 
by beittinff Ite word«f Ood.'^ ' As (be esr is the inlet to the soid, we 
Aeiild«verMieh6BAvbstliiidi«fdfi^Buieswehe«r* ItwasthK^ngb 
tbeearSatangninedaocesststbeboaitefEveyondbegiiiiedber. Paid 
aAudbstotbis.— tCor^Kii'S; ^IfesiwiMbf^ffoeans, as the serpent 
begniled Eve through' bis sitttiHy 9 •o yoor wnds should be oorrupted 
^jRrom the simplicity diat ism Christ." What is tins simplicky? Even 
Hk^ plidtisiiB^e tratiiy tfaaft'salralfon is wholly and solely by Jasus 
Christ, aeoov^Kng to *tiie ^veikmioji^ purpose and love of God the 
Fa;ter, irevMed in the word^rf trn^ ^4Bd <i^fpli^ 
iiolySpMt. LoBt^end^vishtegsinneSs aretihO'lM^^ sulijectsof it» 
Tthey ba^»>faandinprocin4ng'or«iakang-'it efieetual; butthey are 
s^holly sav«d by^lsdaon of^ce<teotigb Caith. VRitttever doctrines 
«i« eontntfy to <aliier«f these points, optpose revealed truths, are 
subwefrsvue of Ae plantsf iMvalAony Mad'to^ob God irfthe i^iry of 
lite gittt^t, laid tis'dear oidldren (of Sfaeir eeihtet snd j<^ of iahh* * 
r Therefore, disoipteft of the itaimb, ^kake heed ; beware of what yoik 
itctan These doctrines oreteot merdly speoolativef or non-essentia)^ 
%ift>ai^theit»pditnnt,&nidainoittal,«easeRtial troths of ^^ T# 

oppose tfiedottfiae of 'otoctioi k to denfthe fivst cause dfsalvation^ 
Cie ov^ilasthig love of ^Godthci^ather; itis to gainsay the y r epfae t^ 
Ikpostles, and evon our Ijud Manself, who s^pake tnost clearly and 
i^nly of it. It is torset one^sstif agnmal Ihe tes^tanony oflihe Spirit d 
tfuth. This arisethtfrom human pride, "iHiidi 'ever ima^nes it can do 
oometfaiag to procure God*B.kyve* l^oftheimptttedtightciousnesstof 
<^hrlst, tbe samtsTersfmrance intfaith and holiness; if these seHt|^. 
tiir«-*truthsa(re<inkligned and ofiposed, it is Irom the siqiposed setf^ 
^sufficiency andsel^rigfateQiisness of the creature* intirder to estabH^ 
its own righteousness aoid laithfidness ; hence salvation becomes pre> 
^cariDttB, justification impossible* TMs atrSces at the root of.truei^ol(» 
aiess, andtends both to t>i3esuflapt]on andlicentiouanoss; forwbatev^ 
truths are restealedin'thefword by the Sfnrit of trisdecn and truth (and 
all these are as though wrote with a 8un4)eam) it is that they should 
be die food of our fiiith, the matter of )Our stu^, die'^anse^httttdlty^ 
tiie confidence of hope, the rejoicing of love, atid cfzeltements to' 
hf4ines8;/' approving yourselves by the word of truth*"*«»*3Cor« yu T* 
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^ ..gtaryi ta the Lori God qf Isrmi^ mid make co^fossion 

wd hW pec^e^s good* &ti» vk eoolitiy* tot bo(li« God so l4»v«|i]M 
yeppk) thftt he iif iU not aitfier . m» to sugD? ki. tiiein^ Wilii^ aJkenroi 
^in, tow^vtr secret, he wUl «]iaati8e foe, aad.b«iiig:tko soolto coifcgt 
uA i:e(Kfit at Thottgh aia thatt 9at being ajKjr 09c o£ God's djnu 

$in in»}F bresdk, cIm^ pcikce o£ wW#. IhspigbkeaiMM bi5»ik the «ovo« 
l^EOit of pe9c^« 

Wilful transgression causes the I«4»rd to bUb bis fcce or firo^ra upoii 
tas deiff <:hildreiu This weakest theif hand3) deject^ thsir heactsx 
und the eiwinj. gets power w^mmsk, ihem«. This, was the case witlt 
Adi«n; thereibse the accursed tUing xnust be found out, con&ssod^ * 
^id pot Kway* Methiafcs Actor's; c»& shssdd lemuid the be£eipe» 
o£i)^.csCTud sinfol naiore* h. \% fxoaoBk hence spriag aM hss^tronblesi' 
iAdsdgi&g ka.sinfial nationft bfing^ giirf to the semi.; encouragiiicr an 
vfjinioo of its goodness and righteousaessi is dnsesKblSng withCkids 
it H Udiiig somewhat in ^ ^ earth ia the midit of the tentf " whiH» 
ta abominable to ban, and mbs hksr ctf hi% glory.* The £bsfey vidi 
its )a«is and qormptions, th^gh weinaf think of Ihem as Adbaa 
(fid of tiio Babylonish garment; that ^leyare goodlf j yet ^ey M« 
n c a irsed by the law of God. Therefore we are^ tiirongb the SfMt, 
^tocrucifytfaeflesbfWiththeMTectionS'andlasts.'^ L^th^Wedgeof 
g«^. and > the shd^eU of salyoi^ all tmut be |^en «p; we nsusft 
retsdn none of its ridies and treasures* How often has our flesk 
snade ow^ hands hang down, our knees Sunt, and our hearts- troubled J 

O phnstiaiil thoii son of the Most High, g^ve glory to the Lord 
<^od of Israel; hid^ nothing in thy eavth) in thy vile ha(tureironi tb^ 
^Lord and Sariour > make confession unto Je^us of all that i^ in th^y 
^e and abominable, wretched and hell-deffi^^ng as thou art by 
nature*. Give Jesus all the glory of redemption, justifieation nA 
8fdvatiiog(i». Expeet no good irom the flesh, in the fdeasnres and 
Mjayments of sense; seeic it all in Jesus, and from his Spirit* Aa 
A^an tioabled Israel, hf must therefore peiish in the vafiey of 
Aebosv So,, christian, the flesh that troubles thy s|nr^ is shortly to 
&U and die. under the sentence for ftin* But, aaitfe the Lord, ^l 
'mK^ give the valley of Achor (trouble) for a door «l^liope.".-**Ho8ea 
M^. M^ /^ ThoQgk 4Aie body fM\ be sown in dishonor; yet it shaft 
iMriwiSKi IB ^ory**'' For, saitii leseta, ^ I am the resurrectmnr and 
Ae 1^* J|e who. Uveth and betieveth in me, fknXL never £e.''«..>Johk 
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Therefore we ought to give, the more earnest heed l6 the 
. things which we have heard, lest at any time we should let 
them slip.... Heb.iu 1. 

The body receives little noumhinent,*if ils fixid hauitily pass 
through it* To' health and strength proper ^gestioh is necessary^ 
Divine truths, eagerly heard and soon forgot,* do not comlbrt, nor 
strengthen the scmT* When the babe Jesus was'lying in the mangbr, 
and 'the shepherds had told the glorious things they had -seen and 
heard concerning him, many wokderei). But it was the happhiess-' 
of the virgin inother, *^ she kept all thiese things, ;aad pondensd them ', 
in her heart.*'....Luke ii. 19. Wt can never be comlbrtiible in Jesus, 
but while the truths concerning him dwell in our minds. ^ * 
. Many com{dain of bad memories. They can retain btft Httle of 
the doctrines of grace. ' True, Jesus saves none for the 'sake of a., 
strongmemoiy ; neither will his loving heart cast off any because of 
a weak one. ' Yet it is our daily interest to taike the wholesome advice 
wUch the Spirit of wisdom dictates. His word is our dik-ection ; his- 
gracious cautions kre necessary to prevent evils. What he tekcheth 
IS profitable to the mmVi health. It behoves us to ^ve the nidst 
earnest heed to the truths of Jesus. They demand M our ' i^tenti^n; 
Pondering them in our minds, dwelling on them in our hecffts con- 
tinually, tend (through grace) to keep* us watchful ilgainstirhat 
wouU'rob us of their comfort, and to strengthen our m^miMri^s, to 
retiitn the sweet sense of them....Heik:e.a holy fear will be eitcited, 
lest at any time we should let them slip^ or run out -of our minds j 
as water does through a )t9kj vessel; and so we lose the savour t^ 
^em from our heacts. ' . . * - ' 

Sudden flashes of comfort, hasty transports of joy, are dubious as 
to their cause. It is by the word t)f truth we are to try them; and 
it is by that we shall be able to stand. ' The gospel of ^raceihspir^lt- 
with courage. Through the knowledge of Jesus we shali conquerl 
That Spirit, which excites to diligence and care, will estiibtishin 
the truth. Studious souls, in the School of Jesus, make the most 
established and lively disc^les; The opposition of enemies to die 
truths of electing love, Jesus' righteousness, the ^nal salvation of 
•his redeemed cliihben, &c. shall do us no harm* This "shall be 
over-Tuled by grace to the rooting aM establishing the faith of 'God's 
children. The oak is rooted stronger, by the blast that fehafceii it; 
The mpre we see of the evil of siU) the pride and unbelief of tm 
corrupt natures, and the subtle devices of Satan, so much the ii&olie' 
dear and precioua shall We esteem the doctrines of free-gfaee, afttf- 
jUieHSnisjhed salvation t>f Jesus. Aiid we sh^ll prove^ ourselves Ifis 
true disciples, <^ if we hold fast the confidence, and the s^}6USifkgef 
the hope firm unto the end. "•...Heb^ iii. 6. 
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Mi gfiw th&n their .xcqtiJe^ti.bu^ intQ iheit 

:, Vfnp^ tb^ wmshShe of irpr^iSliY ciwsi aod a greater portion of 
th^. good things of this life than he was ^opt to enjoy, fell to th^ lp% 
of that phanipion.dFJesuspf blessed xueifiory^LuTSEiEL; it excited ^ 
J10I7 fear apd jealousy m his hearty which made him cry out, ^Lprd' 
I will not be put off with tbes^ thi^s. * However pleitsant and, agree- 
able worldly^ prosperity B^ay he tp thq. flesh, yet indulgfpg and pam^ 
paring the body h%etS;and feeds many disorders and humors^ whiol) 
are dj^tructive to the health of the soul. ,The body without exercise 
naturally looses its streng^li and vigor. ..(AiBicjtipns are the.exercisQ 
of the .soul; though they; be dreaded b^caui^e gdevo^y^.to the jBiesht 
yet are they pc^jUibti^ to the spirit; 01; fjse jtiot one. of. pod's dear 
children should kjoovf wl>at a ^mg\p trc^blei^: for they, are all U19 
aUotmenta of coyen^t lQve« In pur pray^^rs. we often imitate Jame| 
and John; "we knovff, not whaf we ask*" , We. ask 9,nM89^ andyet i^r« 
ready to complsuu' that ^he Lord doth not^apswer us ac^rding to puir 
desiDe; tiioi^h the very thing we «^k^ would h4ve proved M ^ 
serpent^to bite^ and destrpy us. i . . . 1 , .. . - 

O whgt patient doth ornr God ^d .l^a^er exercise towards the 
froward disppsitiohs of his dear^ but untoward children I It wc^ld be 
bad for the best of u§rif we were our own carvers* • Let Pet^ h^ve 
his request, and Jesua shall i^ot die; thfn Peter a^d every spul of 
man must h%ve perished.. It is o|ir meipy that the Lci^d ^metime;; 
answers prayers with denials ; he mpsf .blesses us. by ^qt gr^^iting 
pur petitions. Saints long and pray to be entirely, ddivered^frpmithe 
body of sin ; but thoi^h the Lord doth not take it awt^y, ye^ he gives 
what is better, grace to subdue Qjiv* ppf:ruptioiMa; and witlv^l subdues 
pride,^ and keep^ t|^e .soul depend^t upon hiniselfy w^lch is besit o| 
all* Thy will, thy glory should ever set bounds to ppr petitipn^ 
ThelbcijeLltK and prc^sperity of the . imn|orta,l soul, i^ infinitely to-be 
preferred to the enjoymept.and l^ppiness of the parish jng,body« 
Gay clothing, with empty ppck^s, ^pd a^kan,: starving b^l^Fi 4s .^ 
distressed con<^tion.; but |io;w much mpre deplorable ! how awfully 
tq be dreaded, thq state of many prqfeasprsl They haye^got^ wh?^ 
t^ey.i^agerly sought, and earnestly requested j^ the riches,'honpr9,<and 
pleasures.of this world;; but ^las 1 t^eir precious $puls are in a le^ 
starving, famishing xondition^ Cap the poinfprts and joys of ^ p^rishr - 
i^g. world oexppensate the want of a 9ense. pf God's love, tlve reviving 
gl^e of oair Lord Jesus, ai|d the popA^bi^inig fellowship of the Holy 
Q1m>^?. W? should be ever concerned, in all our petitipn^ tp makg 
ihfi ei^joyment of God the Qhief» the ultii^atii end. ^^Heark^ dili^ 
gently unto me, eat that whif>h is.gppd; and Ji^t .your soul d$j^g|b$ 
itself in fatness. "••••Isa. Iv. 2. 

Vol. I. P 



Mi Al>RlL a* 

ThtH (^ned ke tkiii^ undiritaMing^ that Ihey might unden 
stand the scriptures... .Luke xxiyy 45. 

TkotiiH Jesiiil had ca^thrkte^ihe'heai^^and dfawh the afl)^etions 
of kndisciplts to himself, txifbre Ms suffering and deaths yet theji' 
had very Sttle kncnrkdge th &k€ mysteries of hi^ kth^oih^ and of th^ 
inysteir of ii^diiity which Worked in themttltey were but weak iri 
the uhdeHtdhding of the holy scriptures ; heiice arose their dHndentd 
and su^picibns concernui^ him* He left the^ scattered £ht*bt^gh feai^ 
and ui]A)elief, and he fmds them full of tmreasonabie doubtsr and 
troubles: fdr this he reproves them> ^'^O fools, and il^w of heaHr'ld 
believe bA\ tMslt the prophets have spoken/'' But amidst aU their 
wiitiknes^ and i^ndtance thel^e was a sweet and secret cbnfidf^he^ HA 
their hearts. JesUs had ap^hetided th^th j&spfisofters oflov^^ ah3 
they were kept by an iiivisi^e p6wer, that they fcight apprehend that 
for wkich also they were apprchendled of Christv Though he mad^ 
the hearts of two of his disciples "btirh withini tfeenij" yet there waii 
more warmth thaii light; a titktii^ieilt ht^ bf alTections, but not i 
^ttled und^rstatidiiig and judgprneht ti the seHt>ttires. Thiis it H 
with many of the lambs of the flock iiow* They have been taught 
to c^il ^ Jetiu& iJord hy the H6iy Ghost/' they feel some llallhea 
of coshft^i, but they ari^ ofl-eiier ekeitised WHh doubts and leats^ 
jealousies ahd surhiisesi' bi^ a^ th^ Saviour halh loveii themf mA 
called then! to hihiself, he will establish theii* hearts in the faith* H6 
not only Wtoiis the afi^tion^ bl«t bpen^ the undet^tanding* Many 
akiistidte Het^i not the fire of b^ passHHili is td goverii. us, but bur 
clei^ UtiderMandit)^ ef the bcriptiites. By theih our faith is strength- 
ened) our jiidgtiient established, our love kiereieu^ our hearts com- 
forted, ouir holiness ptx»moted* . Thus jesiis honored the scripture^ 
of truth: 9i> he gave his first resurrection^Iessing to hi^ weak^ btit 
sincere discii>les« 

^' Jesus died for otir sins^ md rose t^Ysx according to the scrip- 
tures/'.*.«l Cor» kv. 3, 4^ Hi».wiiole wWk on earth wa^ to fulfil the 
Scriptures. So he hbhorei them : and herein he lias left disciples ail 
. example* Priee the word i&f truths study it constantly, pray over it 
idaily* By the word of truth the Spirit teacheth knowledge. Th6 
scriptures are the sword of the Spiiit: Sataii iiirill fly before them, 
i)ecause they testify of Jesus. Here, O soul, is an evidence of a trui 
disciple* Jesus hath opened his understanding to under stand th6 
scriptures. Hath the Loi^ thus blessed thee ? then thou seest Jesua 
to be the sum and substil^ce of the acriptutes, therefore thou wilt 
«steem them as thy compsaii(»y, tiiy guide, and thy fiimiliar frienQ. 
^ For whatsoever things were written aforetime, were written for oUf 
learning, that Wia, thri^Qgh patiiiibe an^ comfort of Vtkt scri^ures^ 
tnight have hope* "••••Rom* xv« 4* 



J^Htgrw wgr0ca^,.f^ndm the kn^le^gi ^tmr Lord mi 
SfimoftrJfstijf ClfrUf :. /o him bf glory both noto mdfor 
eoer. Amen....2Pet.\xi. \^. 

»■'"■■ 

, CgiMSTiAN^ l^ow thy dapger, Tbou art eye? U%b|c to %/t le4 
;^way by the errorof the wicke4 one^ tp ^eclioP frpija |;he tk)utii, and 
to &J11 away from thf stedffi^tness in the fi^ith of Jesus. ^ Exhc^rt^- 
^n$ warn of this; they t^nd to quicken stronger exerci^s of faith 
And love, as a remedy against this; yea, through the influences of the 
Spirit- they ci^use new-bonr souls ^ grow and increase with the iji* 
crease of Gpd, just j^^ reyiving showers pf rain and warm influiuipei^ 
^f the sujB, ca\^se t^e fruits of the earth to grow. . It hehoviss every 
foUowpr pt the L?imb tp coEjsider tfeis » to wrestte yj\ih the God of aU 
l^^c^, lest hie grow faipt m hjb» mind, his h^ds hang^wn, and bjf 
l^^nees t>C:CDme feeble \ but that he ^^grow strong in tine gl^ace which 
i^ in Christ Jesu^.? Qehpld the inseparid>le connection between grac^ 
^d lesiub knowledge and growth^ ' No growth In grace h^% by thfK 
bxQwlodjg^ of jesY^s. The n^ore tl^u gr6\^est up in thy head, Christt 
the more thpu wilt grow oi)t pf hc^ in thyself put of conceit with 
thys^, out of the reachof the s^pilf-bightjeouslt wtcKEo. 
. To know and e^perljence the grace irf God in Christ, is the ^>ipcial 
piercy of poor sinners. To grow in the faith of frec-gr^ce truths, 
and in the knowledge of the love pf Jesns, is our richest consolation^ 

\ Qur highest joy. JJast thou experienced a little of this special grace I 

lla^t thou tasted that the Lord is gracious? In this consists thy pre- 
sent blessedness, peace, and joy. But, alas ! what is thy knowledge; 
^d experience, but like a df op of wate^r to the vast ocean. Art thou 
h1^lgering after more grace, thirsting after greater knowledge of 
Jesusi Verily, thou sbalt be filled...." filled with all the fulness oi 
, God.'' It is the nature of grace, t\^ property of the knowledge of 
{esus, tocreate an insatiable thirst in the soid afti&r deeper experiencef 
^^: henqt means of grace wUl b^ dUigently usedy the scriptureSi 
wluch testify of JesiiS| constantly searched, the gospd of grace highly 
prifsej^, the sinpere mUk of the wor^ desiredf and the mfiuences of 
^ Spirit iihplored. Why ^Vi tl^is ? Th^t the soi^l j^nay grow in the 
fajijth a;id love of Jesu^ > ;that t^e bull of grace may blossom and bear 
pipe fruit to the gl^ry of Godf The sj^a^est (cnowledge pf Jesus 
fh.%11 be increased till the bjslifving babe in Christ comes "in the 
\miity irf the f^ith, ^^ in the knowljedge of t^je Son of God, to the 
S^ftsure of |he %t^x^ of tKe Mi?ess pjf.Ch^^t," until fi|jth is ti^n<?d 
i^Q sigirii feogesw&yoiired 9^p ifi ftuition, apd th.e Ipv^ pf an ul?§eeii 

\ Jefeus on earth shall Tip^n Iglfl. the fuU^t ©njpyment pf hte in 

heaven ; and all this to the glory of God the Father, who hath " madls 

4 us accepted in his beloved SonA.fEph. i;^ ^« 



ISO APRIL ITk 

Y^xaere as sheep giing astray, but nte new returned unid 
> the shepherd and bishop ^f your souls.... ^ Pet i ii. 25. 

«* . » . • ^ .tto ft- m ^ 

' ScmiPtcTRE allusions continually remind lis, ^'that salvltion is 
not of 'him that villethy nor of him that runneth, but of God who 
•hetreth mercy: therefore j not unto us, not to our -free will, but to 
thy free grace, O Lord, be all the glory. Like that poor silly ct^a- 
ture, a sheep^ we naturally stray into all kind of danger, but are unapt 
to return of oursefres. We never should unless the shepherd sought 
us. "^We have turned every one to his own way,'* have lost oup- 
sdves in the wildemefes of sin, are wounded by the wolf of prey,' 
blinded by pride,- 9elf*will, and self-righteousness. We delight in 
our distance from the good shepherd. We please ourselves in feed- , 
Ing on carnal lusts and sensual vanities. While our poor souk are m a 
starving, perishing condition. Unparalleled love ! the sheep's wounds 
are healed by the shepherd's stripes; pardon is obtained by the 
bishop's sufferings and death. All this is proclaimed by the shep- 
herd's voice. But, "O! whatfi)ols! how slow lof heart to believe 
this!'* This keeps many poor sheep from returning to Jesus; and 
those that have heard his voice, and are returned to him, do not 
keep so close to him as is their interest and happiness. ' The loving 
shepherd complains of this.... Jer. ii. 31....<'Have I been a barren 
wilderness imto you, O ye sheep of my pastured* No, truly; our 
souls can never be healthy and thriving but while out shepherd is in' 
view, and we are feeding in the green pastures of his love by the 
still waters of hts salvation. 

It behoves Christ's sheep to consider daily how dear they are tor 
him;- what sweet relation he stands in to them; what love and care 
he has for them; that so Jesus may be ,niore endeared to them, and 
his pastoral instructions, cautions, and directions, may infiuence their ^ 
walk and conversaticm; for the adversary is ever workingupon our 
treacheityus nature to make us conceive of Jesus otherwise than a 
: faithful shepherd and lovihg overseer, that so, as terrified sheep, we 
may fly from him, and cease to love- and follow him. Yea^ to this 
end the father of lies thus preaches: * Though you are returned to 
your shepherd, yet after all he may cease to care for you, and let 
you perish.' This is the doctrine of devils, let whp will preach 'it; 
for it gives the lie to Jesus, the truth, who says, **I give unto 
them eternal life; they shall never pEarsH, neither shall avy pluck 
them^ut of my hand8."...«John x. 28. *^We are not ignorant of 
Satan's devi€efi,"*4»..3Cor« ii.^ H...inor <^iaf the cunning erafisneas of 
those who lie in wait to deceiVe."..i.Eph* iv% 44. • * . • .- 

The Lord fny shepherd iBr * • If e^er I goastmyi • 

1 «haiL be well sttf^ly 'di ' He doth my ftofll recl»ira» - 

SiiM9 he is mine^ and I am his. And guides me in hit own zi^tWay 

What can I want besidk} For hit noit hdy tiam«4 x ' 
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€tfd tsfaith/uly by whom ye wert called unto the fellctvshfp. 
of his Son Jesus Christ. ..A Cor. i. 9. 

- While ve entertain a notion of a God oat of Cfaristj it affords 

no c6mibrt to the mind to hear^of God's fidthfulness* Nay/ if we 

^ere hot blind to our state, as sinners^ the thought would fill us 

with dread and horror* For how awful, how terrifying is this decia- 

ration fron^a faithful God: *^ I will hy no means clear the guilty •"•••• 

£^od« xxxiv. 7. But '^ we know that the Lord our God, he is 

^od, the faitliful God) who keepeth covenant and mercy with them 

that Idve him and keep his commandments, to a thousand genera'- 

.tion$*"««»«Detit« vii» 9» O this is the life of poor sinners' smils ! this 

is the joy of their hearts i For whenever one reads <^the govxnant, 

li' remmds of Jesus the Surety, the mediator, of God in Christ, 

Mie. God^f love, our .reconciled God and Father. We have no. 

immediate access to the Father but by his >Son Jesus Christ* When 

called into fellowslup, intercourse, familiaiity, and sweet converse 

:wkh Jesus by faith, then we have free access to the Father's throne 

-of grace, and his heart of love. We glory in his great and precious 

promises, and triumph in his declarations of faithfulness and truth* 

'.The faithfulness of God is the foundation of all present grace-; 

4he security of future glory. Many weak disciples are perplexed 

^th dark and disturbing thoughts in this matter. Their hearts 

Sire not carried up to rest in the love of the Father, where all is 

.^^rene and quiet; but they rest below, in the regions of doubts and 

fears, storms and clouds. Their souls may be ^jcercised, and often 

; distressed ; but they are safe, because called to the knowledge of 

faith in and fellowship with their elder brotheri Jesus* This is bf 

the .love of the Father through the power of the Spirit. And God is 

faithfuHo his covenant, to his Son, to his people, to his own word to. 

•them,: and his work in them* ^' For whoin he calls, them 'he glo- 

ri&e&". Faithful to support them under all present dejections of 

mii^:and sinking of spirits : faithful to preserve them in all times 

of dangper^ and to give them living comforts in a dying hour. 

/ Now, O believer, thou art called to hoaor the fidthfulness of thy 

God, by .trusting in Ms word of truths glorying in his promises of 

. grace At) all times. Yea, at thy worst of times and frames, « even 

/ iji4)ien^ sense, reason, feehngs^ and appearances are all against theet 

^tbm .the Lord is .for thee, "The Lord is fidthful, who shai.l 

> stabliah you> and keep you from aUevil,"..M2 Thess* iii« 3* FaitMul 

i ^^tO'Qonfirm you unto the end, that you may be blameless in-theday 

of the Lord Jesus«'^«..l Cor# i. 8. 

Our God, how firm biaptsomSse stands, Then why my soal these, sad compUints, 

£*en wh«a he hides hU face ! . . Since Ohri»t and we are one t 
, Hlai/tri»t's ill our Redeemer's hands! Thy God is fikithful to his saints^ 
His ^ory wid his gnace. Is faithful to his Son* * M« 
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123 Ami. t^^, 

Wkat shall toe anf then ? sh^^Uwcwtfuue in sin, that gracf: 
maif abound ?....BQm^ vir L 

Bl^Liiv^i in Jcnwh' Wbal %m tky thoughts? what the answtr 
«f thine heart. this d4)r, in reg^sd to thy wa)k and conduct in life^ 
ttmm ihe Importaiit dortmes of grA^^ Canst thou say, the everlast-* 
log love of CUxi the Fatbdr, ragcipg through the righteousness of 
Jesus unto eternal life, manifested »> the gospel, and applied hj the 
Holy Spirit through Mth, have the les^t tendency to give reins to 
thy Inst, to open a docar of Bcentiousaess, and to cncoi^rage thee t^ 
e«Ritini)e in sia^ Doth the belief of the guilt of sin, being atoned by 
the precious fatood of Jesus, infiuenei? thee to the lovp of sin? Poth 
the kmMvledge of Christ's righteousness imputed unto justification of 
life, tend to make thee delight in unrighteousness and uiiholiness of 
Mfc? By no means i God &>i4>id! to bring 9uch an heinous chavgo 
against divine' truths; O what daring impiety! what horrid bias* 
phemy! Bewail of si^ch a thought; indulge it not one moment ; it 
comes from the axiversary of aU truth ; it impeaches the wisdom and 
iMlmess of the Spirit of truth ; for he reveals these soul-saving» 
dkrist-glorifying, Giod-honoring truths ; and by his gracious gift of 
Saxhy sinners receive and embrace them. But to what end? Hereby 
ttbey see tfie display of justice ; mercy triumphing in righteousness ; 
titetr souls established in a aehse of peace and pardon, and moat 
fNyWerftdly mftnenced to the tore of personid holiness and obedience* 
Soeoer ascribe midnight daritness and winter's frost to the source of 
JIght imd h^tat of the sun, than cmce imagine the grace of God leada 
WiShi, or the aboun^ngs of grace to continuance ]n sin. No; this is 
tlHrough ll)e asboundings c^ lust..*/' When lust hath conceived, it 
Miigs forth sin.*'... James i. 15. But grace conceived in the hearty 
brings forth hoHness. 

^ Do we then make void the law through &ith ^ God foibidt YetLf 
we establish the 1aw.*'....Rom. iii. S 1 • How ? as a covenant ofworks 
to us^ Ko; that it Was oqr dear surety. *'^ Christ is the end (thd 
fulfilier) of the law for righteousness to eveiy cme thAt bdieveth.**..;* 
ftotri. X. 4. We establish the law, as a rule of duty to us; though 
not ^ obtain Bfe, but according to which we ought to walk. So we 
follow our Lord, and are conformed to him. O may the* cheering 
light cif truth be ever acibompanied with the warm in^uences dPilio 
sun of righteousness upon the heart ! '* By the graee of God we faavi 
had our ccmversttdon m the world."....3 Cor. i. 12. ^ 

** Then shall we best proclaim abroad I caanot lov<» nor liv9 in lifli 
•«The honors of our Saviour God» Though sin in me doth still abides . 
«' When his salvatioA vcigns within, . Though sin's alive, I'm dead to aiv, . % 
^' And grace subdues the pow'r of sin*'' My Saviour keeps from last and pride. 
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APRIL 20^ Hi 

God hath chosen us in Christy before the foundation of ih€ 
worlil....Eph. i. 4. 

So the apostles tvtote and preached, to comfort and establish 
their brethren in the faith of Christ, in the love of God^ and in thi 
ianctification of the Spirit Uhto all true holiness. The election of 
siimers^ by God the Father in Christ Jtsus, from all eternity, i^ th0 
lotundation from which all fhith and hdpe Spring. If this truth it 
rejected, the atonemfeiit of Jesus is made precarious, the Work of the 
Spirit uncertain, salvation doubtful, faith void, the promise of nonet 
effect, and the hope of etefnai life is made to depetid on the will and 
|K)wer of weak and rile sinners, instead of the grace and truth of 6od- 
But in evetyage, men of ciirrupt minds, defetitute of the truth, hare 
opposed God's sovereign gt^ce, everlasting love, and eternal pufpo- 
iesi God hath suffered it, " that those whb are approved might be 
taade manifest/'.... 1 Cor. ^i« 19. Humble, self-emptied sinners, who 
are poor in spirit, and lowly in their own ejres, plainly discern that 
systems of human pride, schemes of self-coniidence, are set up to 
establish vain hopes iahd self-Hghteous pleas, in opposition to tte, 
truths of God: " if it were possible to deceive the very elect of God.'* 
4«..Matt,. xxiv. 24. But his love towards his children is too gTcat to 
buffer it* And they do well to take heed to the true light of etettin^ 
gracb and love ; .which shines With such glory in the person of JesuS| 
to the comfort of their souh, through the faith of hiin. 

" Beware of men ; call no man. Rabbi," saith our divine teacher. 
Vet siadth Paul to his. son Timothy, ** The things which thou hast 
heard of mie, the same commit thou to feithful men; who shall b^ 
able to teach others also."....2 Tim. ii. ^^ So a standing ministry 
liath been established, whom God hath sent forth in every age boldly 
to preach the God-glorifying, soul-humbling, faith-establishing, ain« 
iSubduing truths of the gospel. Human compositions, agreeable to 
God's truth, are precious ; as they are made establishing to th^ 
faithful* Thanks ^o God for * those sweet and comfortable words of 
the 1 7th article of the established church. Our pious reformers %zj^ 
^ The • godly consideration of predestination, and our election in 
<!}hri^, is fiill of sweet, pleasant, and unspeakable comfort to godly 
t>er86ns, and such as feel in themselves ^e working of the Spirit of 
ChHst) mortifying the works of the flesh and their earthly members, 
iihd drawing up their minds to high and heavenly things* It doth 
gklsatly establish and confirm their faith of eternal salvation, to be 
enjoyei) through ChrisU It dpth* fervently kindle their love towards 
Gbd»' Here are blessed scriptural marks of a true christian : if thou 
filulettYheth in thiiie own hearf, give God the glory of electing love, 
iind !** hold fast this fofm of Sound words in faith and love. 
aTim.i*l3. 
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If any man sin, we Kave an advocate with the Father, Jesus 
Christ the righteous.... \ John ii. 1. 

In the glass of God's holy and righteous law we see what ati 
iinholy and unrighteous thing sin is; it is hateful in the eyes of ft 
pure God^ it has separated between God and the sinner^ and tenda^ 
to his eternal destruction. The gospel in no wise renders sin lera^ 
odious to God^ less heinous in his sight; far from iu .Yea, rather 
it paints sin in the blackest colours>and shews its deepest malignancy^ 
by the gracious method of its atonement. View the holy L^mb 
suffering for sin on the cross ; see the streaming blood, and hear t^e 
4lireful agonies of the Son of God on account of sin ; and, say, O. 
believer, is sin a little matter, a trifling thing? Learn daily sin's evil 
by its remedy ....sin's poison by its antidote~i..the hell it deserved by, 
the person who redeems. Atid ever, O my soul, hold fast this as a 
sacred truth, though God loves thy person in Christ Jesus, yet he 
hates thy sins, though reconciled to thy soul through the Son of his 
love, yet he never can be reconciled to sin, though at peace with thee 
through the blood of the cros§, yet ever at enmity against thy sins. 
Henc^ the beloved disciple declares, " Thf se things write I untq 
jrou, little children, that ye sin not.',' Beware of sin as the worst 
evU ; watch against sin ias a deadly &e ; strive against it, oppose, 
resist it in the power of the Spirit, as your worst enemy : as most 
hateful and displeasing to your best friend. 

But if any man sin, (for none are perfectly free frona sin in their 
nature, nor wholly exempt from it in their practice), what then? 
must he lie down and despair? No; " We have an advocate .with 
the Father:" Jesus Christ pleads the cause of sinners, though he 1^^ 
pot an advocate for sin; for he is, the righteous. Therefore he 
doth not deny the charge that we are sinneFS> guilty in ourselves; 
he extenuates none of our sins, but owns every accusation brought 
into court against us by a perfect law and strict justice ; with .every 
aggravating circumstance which can be urged. Against all that law 
and justice can charge upon us, he pleads his own undertaking, his 
work, his life and death, his blood and righteousness. ^ His people 
have sinned ; his blood hath atoned. They have contracted guilt ; 
he hath suffered the punishment. They have deserved the cui^e of 
the law ; he has borne it for them. They have deserved hell ; he has 
opened the kingdom of heaven. They are unrighteous in themselves ; 
Jesus hath fulfilled the law for them, and clothes them with his per- 
fect righteousness. Therefore he pleads that sin may not be imputed 
to them ; but that pardon of sin and peace of conscience, may b^ 
bestowed upon them by the word and Spirit ; and that they may be 
sanctified in him, and glorified with him. Thus saith our dear J^ord 
to usj '^ I will not leave you cotnfortlc^. '*..;• John xiv. 18. ' 
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APKEL SiL 13S \ 

' Tkj^ imd sf tht sluggard desirelby and liatb nothing ': but 
the soul (f the diligent sbvU be madefiU....pTm: riih 4. 

Iv die tmsy scenes of life, in the awftil moments of death, the 
fiy^mai pnlfessor, as well as the profiigate and profa^ne, will desire 
to escape miserf and woe, and enjoy heaten and liappinen. Edt 
* alas 2 how Tain and fruitless are «i£h desires ! If these may be 
cadied good desires, * the wlif to hdA is paved with them,' ssith an 
ahdent iather of the church. But in this, the wisdom of the cH^ 
<lren of Gdd k manifested. They are diligent in the use ^ sitdh 
aaeans, wldch, through tiie grace of the Holy Spirit, will be crowned 
siSth a blessed end. They cannot rest iniiesiring, bitt in poftse^ng ) 
not in adshing, but enjoymg. They find aitid feel their >S(^s wan/t 
fODatinnai sup^ifes of food hom J>esiis^ support from his premises) 
amnrisftmient from his word and ovdinanoes, and Hfe from bislSpltiv 
^nd as their desires are quickened, their diligence is dvtfa^ otit' 
.after these things. 

Truth and wisdom dedare, they shall not Ibarely be kept &DQn 
«l»fctviag^ just ps^erved alive, like Pharaoh's lean kine; but shail 
be fad imd nounshed. Tea, like healthy sheep in rich pastuiiel, 
ahey siiaH 'growte. ^^ The soid of &^ difigent shall be made fat/'.*.. 
Prov. iSn. 4m Here is eneourageinent 'for thy dUigenee, here i» 
A isplir to thy aetirity, O discipie. Here Is the promise 6f thy" 
Lord* Wh^re b ijiy fai^ ? D<s£ tiiou perceiiNft tihy soul dec!4n^, 
instead of growing fiit? Do ttists and corruptions gain grcmbd ? 
JDaHi «he love bf* the world get the ascendancy ^of tlie love of the 
.Ffittlier m. thy hdart? Is the edge of t&y spiiitual appedle paMed I 
;| And canst thottnot feed nor feast on Ijierieh repast of Jesus'^e-^ 

<dioenang ^.love as heretofore? • wherefore is this ? Hast tho^ mft 
jpeasoB tochiBige thyself with iloth and indofence? fiast thou not 
be»i rfl^eepingon iksf bed <vf ease, instead of seeking the feod of thy 
aouK ladtidgm^ thy peidshing body, when thou mtghtest hiife 
uiied mieasts foi' fesattng^ thy immortal sph'it? If sd, the ^/rord ^f 
igraoe, and the te^asnony^ of thy conscience, ooiivict t:hee ; tliis ^ 
JMt tight; dnu ooghtest to take shame to thyself ; rt is t^duty 
to IraiU^ thys^, and to call up6n the S^pirit fo quicken thee. 
Though aaved in the Low! lessus witti an everlastiDg salratien, yet 
thou art cidled « to give alQ diligence td make thy catting and eled- 
tiimaure.'* In this Way the Lwd will nourish 'souls in love, and 
auake them fet in the <sdnsola€ons of his f;face. Consider, all are 
busy and activee abound th6e;.««.Satan to tem{)t, the woiM to ensniapre, 
and thy corruptions within to betray Jthee. Remember the eyes of 
thy deaf Lord are ever upon thee to see how thou actest thy part. 
Yea, tnore, '" according to Ins riches in glory, to strengthen thee 
With might by his Spick in the inner man.* ^^tEph. iii. 16. 

VOL^I. ' Q ' 
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WMout vanlTmersjfrgredt isthemystffyo/gd^mcgif Gdd 
was manifeslin ihejlesh, Sic. ...I Tim. Hi. 16. 

The truths of the gpospel are undoubte^y ig^at inystenes to 
cskrnal. reason* We hAve naturally no ideaa of their existence ; but 
.being. plainly revealed by the Spirit of truth, they cease to be hid 
Stom our knowledge* They are no longer secret mysteries, as io 
their matter, but plain and open truiths to faiths , Tme^ the mavsexl 
of their existence is incomprehensible ^o reason* So they mil ever 
remain mysteries to .us. Therefore the snns of natural pride and 
,human ignorance reject and disbelieve them: but the children of 
wisdom and humility jesteem tlm whole mystery of godliness, eveiy 
.bU>le-truth, as precious objects of their ^aith* Bbsssed be God, our 
comfort and salvation consists in believing^ not lin expkdning* The 
christian, like the prophet, being bom of the Spirit^ is a ^^ nianiof 
atfife and QOi^tention widh the whisle earth/'.^.. Jer. xv* 10.. All in 
nature and carnal reason are in arms against the truths he believes* 
Because he eameaUy contends for them, he will ever find controversy 
and perverse disputings from men of corrupt minds, destitute of the 
. truth* His zeal here is always commendable, 'Only let it be in love. 
What the Lord hath taught in hia word, we* receive air the food 
of our souls* This is our sin^^le answer to the Godof 4:kiB world, 
and to the. .wise dispuler of this q^e« We cannot comprehend ho# 
God dwelt in fiei^ but we are fiiUy assured he did* We have the 
fullest proof of it in his word; ax^ his word is truth. And It is the 
very ^ife of our souls, and the joy of our hearts^ to believe our<]rodw 
Why God dwelt. in iQeab) and the glorious ends he hath accomplished 
' hereby, we know* Of this cdse, we arb pesfdctly a(ssured ; we believe 
it from the same, uif^lih^e testimony* Tt> the fmth of this, we have 
the inwand fitness <>f the Spirit alao* God, known in the £esh, 
•beheld in h^man form, viewed in our nature, is the very essence i]^ 
our faith; w^ now partake its blessings aind experience its comforts* 
Hence springs the assured pardon of all our sins, the acceptance <tf 
our persons,, the sanctification of our.^ouls, and .^ure and certain 
hope of eternal life and glory* All this is by free promise, accord- 
.ing to the purpose and decreeof the everlasting covenant of grace, 
to the glory of the^ ever-blessed Trinity, and to the comfoct and 
.salvation of lost sinners* Thua saints are called into <^one body, by 
one Spirit; have one hope, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, on^ 
atonement, one righteousness, one God and Father of all, whoia 
above all, and through all, and in them all*"***.£phes. iv* 4, 5, 6* 

Sense feds I am a sinner here : By f aith I view love's mystcl*y, 

'Reason this truth could ne'er explore ; God liv'd and dy'd in human flesh » 
That God in flesh should cleanse my soul My hope, my hcav'h, my joy is this; 
3y8hcddi»5 his own purple gore No stronger proofs of IdvetwiiBh. irf. 
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£7»epmdi^^fnffbo(fy;nndM it into subjection... A Cor. 
ix. 27, 

« ' . .T«sr nejiflcd: of this brings on leanness df sbuU If this enemy 
1fiiB»:<gioilnd9 it is adarttiing; if lie ptrevaih^ it ' cansermouming^; 
btttirhen he is ketft low, and supplies are cut off, hi^ power is 
weakened, andvictoiy over hini is easily gained* Such are the 
sensitive powevs, carnal aSectkms, and sinftil inelinatibns ^idiich com*- 
posepartofour pneseiit frame, the body^ a body of sin and death* 
To gi^atify and Mfil them: is very pleasing and delightful to nature 
md sense* But how awftilly subversive of the comforts of felth,- the 
peace of Remind,, and the joy of the soul, thy own sad. experience, 
O disciple, hath pMvedv^ • Nor cto it be otdierwise ; let us hot deceive 
0Ul*aelve»; We oanncft indulge 'and pamperthe life of t^e flesh but to * 
the hurt and injArjir of thelife oC the soul . There is an irreconcileable 
ienmity between the flesh and the si»rit, ^eold man and the hew* 
The tariance and strife will lever aahsist while* we are in the body* It 
{ is theLovd'B.sovonigii will to v leave the Canaanites still in die land, 

^did* to drive themrout by little and Httl^i ' For ^< behold^a. Ring shall 
reign in vightttousne8s.'-***.Is&« xxxii*. U This isourheloved Jesus* 
Here is the. exercise of fiuth in him, the touch-4tone of ouriove, and 
the prooC'of our ^dkgtaniC&to'him, in strii^g daily for the mastery, 
tocon^t with and fight against, every inordinate affeetionand 
corrupt! lusitof our. &Uen, sinful natuee> and to keep them under, and 
•^hg them into suhjaction to him*. It is* iiaitl work to fight with an 
enemy that is part i|f ooo^s selff but J«sus' banner hatb.this'motto^ 
<< Ik^ ^sel^ take upthy onoss daily, and Mow me.." Though 
the wc»k isioorsy «y«t thilM, O Jesusi is the powev* 
>• Faith in Jesus not «nly accepts, his imputed lighteousness for 
justitficatian,- bat has. also » lively dependence on Christ for every 
supply of his Spirit for further sancdfication. It Ibaves not the soul 
hi a huey ianguid afeate, but causes it to aspire after greater delight 
in and oonfimnity to God ; it eyes' God as its centre ^ enjoyment of 
hhnas its happiness, and full conformity to* him as its perfection* 
To mdulf^ pamper, and gratify the flesh, is contrary hereto ; 
ther^ore mortification and self-denial, and subjecting the flesh to 
the spirit^ will' he tike exercise of living, believing, loving souls* 
Sut^hy all this?, not fi!^m legal principles: not from slavish fear 
of hell anddamnaiiea; not through dread of being reprobated and 
oatt away for ever; Nos Paul had not so learned, nor did Christ 
teach so* Believers act from love to Jesus, being assured of perfect 
salvation by him. " Eternal life is the gift of God. "....Rom. vi. 23* 
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Wh»t diff'reiU pow'rs of grace and tin Thus will the flesh and spirit strive*. 

.Attend this mortal state ! And vex and break my peace t 

1 hats tiie thQUffhts t^t work withinj I long to live x glorious life,. 
And do the works I hate. When sin shall ever cease. 



his inheritance.... Psalm xciv. 14. 

TnttittoviZi drooi»ttg seiily cast notbtftiifcoBftdeiiceinliim* 
A meteor wiU expivt ndien the eairfhly nttter !• sfiettli tkot nai»» 
tiined the blaze for a timck Profeasicm may c^anj ta an higk ^riemk^ 
tion. PersooB may appear at fixed SEtaia in tbr ekUNdi df €l»isl| 
biifc time mac^. dtecoter them to be ao other thanahiingriKetoortty ov 
ftluxy^ng and foHiiv^ alteus* Yca^ angels kept not their first-cstiitiKi 
Birt the Lord'a clbsen people is his fMMtfonu - The gales of hcilshal 
•ot prevaiLagaiiist the dmn^h of Christ* ^ All those dkat be pisntod 
in the house c& the Loid, shidl AHnish in the couvts b£ car G«di"***« 
Psalm xdi. IS. Here is dN; coasolhitiott of Chnstr the o6mlbit of 
love, the fellowship of tise Spnit» ^ He thatMiefVth in Jesos riioll 
be saved;" not for. days, msoths^ years, but 8ai<ed irith an evei^ 
lasting sil'vatiimi* For all such are theob)eGtsof the everlasting 
love .of an uachan^eable God. He never casts off nor forsakes them* 
Even wilen in the fornaceof trisls.and aAictinnsy hear the dedaratioiiS 
of love caondeming them: ^^ They sbali* call on my money aoA I 
will hear tbem* I mXL say, it is my pec^e." Hjsav the claim 'of 
&ith: ^^ Then slndl they say. The Lord is kt God«'^..«Zeeh« xiis. 9w 
David knew that friends had east faim off: yea, fether and mother 
inightflE^rsake him.; his frames and feelings had fonndien Mm^ his 
joys had withered, and his oomfofts seemed aU. bfanted in an hoim 
But sa^s he,' age and observation^ have folly confirmed me in this 
tenth, ^ I never saw the righteous fbrMken of his Gpds" '^ Though 
he fall,, he shall not be uttevly cast down.'' < Why so? Tmly, saith 
he, ^ The Lord upholdeth him with faiS'hahd.*?..*.Psaim xxx'vu. %/^m 
Falls may wound the sold, braise the spirit^ ^^anse sinkings of heart, 
and dejections of mind« Satan nuEy aadiy damb and bespatter the 
poor chiM of Qod, and endaavoor tv persuade him that fae iam nmh 
a filthy condition^ that his Father doth not know him# will not «wn 
him. The Lord help ns to fear sitch a state, and to watch and pray 
that we may standi Yet the Lotd will not cot away his peaple whMI 
he did fbrekncm, -nor forsake ins ohosen inheritance* There is Min 
in Giiead. Jesua is the skillnl physician ; he wiil heal and i^^tose 
his beloved members; he knows tiiem, he loves them, they are Ms 
|»t>perty. O how should thb endear Jesna to ocff souls ! caus^.u^.to 
cleave unto him with, full purpose of heart ; embitter ain, and cause 
us to cry continually, ^< Hold up my -goings in thy pathst that my 
footsteps slip not.*'....P6alm xvii. 5. 

[arise ? 

Praise to the goodness of the Lord, Whence then should doubts and fears 
Whd rules his people by his word, Why trickling sorrows drown our «ycs I 
And there, as strong as his decrees. Slowly, alas, our mind leccivss 
He sets his kindest promises. The comfoits that oar Saviour gives. 
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M^ithgift hope; patient in trtbulatitm; cmthmtftgin^ 
slant in prayer. ...Ram. xiL 12. 

The gospel brings us from i hojieless inttf a hopefiil dttate; but 
"90. into aft indspendeol <mn^ W« are neTer to espeot freedom from 
trials and tribulations in tbia vf^e oC tcara s thef fie in our waf to tho 
fmA of oi|jr hopfe* tbe enjc^mest of Godin • glory. Faith' tafces hold 
of som«thi»ir ^^^ iamatarifiJ? and maketh the soul tfi\»a^b ifthope* 
Hope ]i»akea the soul joyfu!? amd exdtes ta pattenoa. Tiifanlaidoiia 
oauAe a. throne of grace tobrprtied, a cofronantGodin Cluriat^tobe 
acmgbt uAto and delighted in. In the roug^ waves cf difiksilliasy ip 
the slonn ^ affiiction^ m the boisterous sea of templBtion, hope Is an 
andior to the soul ; when that i^ cast wiihm the veil tJie veasel ihaH 
aafely nde out every > stovm ; though tossedy it ahatt not be dnveit 
firofxt its mooringsi it Keepa the aoui safe and steady* 
' : The f^mc^e of patienoe. i» ranged between the joy of hope »id the 
^^onflfcant «jii»rcise of prayer$ as though it could noC taciat without 
etthoT) but i« su][^)Offted and strengthened by both. Jonah skepa 
sound in the ship^ but prays hard in the whade's belly* OistriMs and 
bofo.raise an importunate jcry. A h<^ful soul will be wm^ in prayer ; 
tod the more in converse and cossmunicm with God^ the soul wiB 
nftore thrive in.every grace of the^|»rit. ^^ Ask, and ye tbifi reeeive,*' 
ia xh» :graiid charter of heaven* Yea more^ lest chikyea^grow remiss, 
be aparing in their addeeases, aiid content tl^mseives with any poiC 
tioU) when the exuberance is necessary, aaith our mnntfieent Lord, 
t^ Art and recseive, that your joy may be full*"... John xy^ 1 1* Sip 
R^at the streams; but drink hurge draufghts at the fountain-head* > 
. Ever remember, christiaxi y the life of sense is contrary to the life 
of faith. Walking after the. fleshy gratifying its lusts, confiovming^ 
to a :oiiiftil world, deadens the life of the soul, indisposes it to {>rayer, 
makes hope decline, impatience prevail, and all the graces ^wither* 
And canst thou dehght td live at a di^anceftom ihy Saviour ? What! 
without a sense of his peaceWid love ? Wouidst thou not fear to die in 
aizch a fmm^ I ^^ Keep your^ve$ in the \xitye of God," is an evangetical 
exhortation.... Jude»^ ver. 2 \ .«*^looking unto Jesus tmder every circimi^' 
iKance.»&*avoid every thing cc^rairy to lovo*.*««tudy to be. diligent in 
those means whi<Ui tend to es^citeand strengthen the liveliness of faiths 
the comforts of love^the joy of hope, and .the patience ef the soul. 
^ if ye do these tlungs^ ye shall never &11*".***2 Pet* i. la* 

Sainf s» at your Father's heav'nly word, J»s« in the last di«tr«i«.if)g hour* 

Give up your comforts to (be Lord; '{'he |^ord displays deliv'ring pow'r; 

If c shall restore what you resign,* The mount of trials is the place 

Or grant you blessings more divine. Where we shall see surprising grace. 



Then I sctw and considered it well : I looked upofi it, aud 
received instruction.. ..Prov. x'kW. 32, 

OBSlEitTATioN iis the life of understanding. Experience is the 

pf of dkith* Leamiiig good from otkera* liarms is true ivisdimti 

Can we look around us among the eirde of our profesnog acqoam- 

tance, and not ^ee the aiviul. effects of slothfiilacss in the wajrs dF 

God? What tupine indolefice to ttie caui^ of Jesus, and careiesa 

iiiMrenence4B to the health and prosperity <^ the soal, do ve beh^di 

A ferf affecttng-dascripition of this the Spirk of wisdom here presents 

to our view: ^ I went bf the- field of the stothfol, (the once sees^ 

lagif growing and ahinini^ professor) and lo, it was all giown ovier 

with thorns^ (the carea of, this world, andthedecek£iilness«f richea» 

has choked the word..*«Matt. xiii* 22.) and nettles has covesredth^ 

&Ecelile^B0f ;" (the rank weeds of corropt lu^ts, 'Sensual gmtificationsv 

carnal pleavurea and delights overspread ikt life and cond«et>; ^ the 

ttme wall of the nncyard is broken down $** (the soul lying open aiii 

onfaticed against the incursion of the beasts of prey, Sataai, the men 

of ^lia worid, carnal company ; senseless of ks danger, . and al^UU 

to all meaiis of detlTeruice, the poor soul composes ksdtf wkh) 

<^ fet a little sle^p, a little alumber, a Ultle folding of the hands tm 

sleep. ^' Is not this a striking) though awlul likeness? Do we nol; 

idmodt daily b«^ld its original? How melancholy ^e sight! how 

alanmng the conduct! how dreadful the sentence 1 ^Soahalithy 

poverty come as oiie that travelteth <^h speed); and thy want' aa 

an armed man," Kbeing without power 4shou canst not withatftod k)» 

See this, Osonl! remember thf cailiog is to diligence* ^Cocusider 

it weU," <what sad effects 4^iint4ial sloth produce 1) ^ Look upon it, 

« (as a firame and temper of aoul to be constantly dreaded, and eafnes^ 

prayed s^ainst}^ recaive instruction:" ^^ For whatsoever thiagaw^r^ 

written aforetiine, were written £or<nur ieanuag." To what end? 

To shew what haa happened toothers, ^ ane enaanples feocs^ and 

for euar admonitioa $ upon whom the ends of the JweM aae ■oouk^ 

Whendfare, let ium that thioketh he standeth, takie Jbeed lest he ifalL;* 

••••1 Cor* X. 11,1^. The apostle speaks of ^ things thataocon^an^ 

a8dvadon."~«*Ueb« vi* 9. Diligence in the ways of God is one^ 

these thiugs; wkhqut this we cannot enjoj the fiall assunHsoe is(f 

hape<> that we are ^^ followers of them. wh(^ thcoujgh &itii and 

patience, do now inherit the piwaises.'* 

I lo¥c the volumes of tky word ; Thy threat'niogs wake my sluiiab'ring 

What light Aod joy these leaves a^ovd Axid wArn roe where x&y dagger iie«:^ 

To souls benighted a«id distre^ti But *tis thjr blessed gospel, InOrd, 

Thy precepts ^^uide my doubtful way* That makes nay ^'Stlty canscieno»cheaa.f 
Thy Tear forbids my feet to -stray^ Converts my sowl^ sabdaeajay sni«.\ 

Thy pnQjouse leads my lieart to rest. And jg;ives a free but l^q^a .rew-^d.r 



APRIL SO. 13a 

Mcholdy I see the heavens opened^ and the Son of man standi 
ing on the right hand of God.. ..Acts vii. 56. 

< SvFriGiENT to the day is the evil thereof** As the trial and 
4BxeTci8e of our day is, so shall our strength be* Saints shall hava* 
auffining grace for suffering times* Hoursof great outward calamities 
often prove seasona of the greatest aboundings of inwiUKl consolation* 
It is saidy ^ Stephen fell asleep." What ! fidl asleep under a ahower 
irf sUmes? Yes: the sweetest sleep he ever experienced* It was 
jj^receded by a supernatural Mght of glory; he awoke in the foXk, 
enjoyment of glory ; he suffered first Ibr Jesus, he is the first who is*, 
lavored witha view of the glorified Jesus in his kingdom* How ftithful 
is the Lord we serve ! how great are his compassions I how reviving to 
the soul is the spiritual sight of him I Whether patriarchs, prophetSfi 
apostles, martyrS) and confessors, as believers in all i^s, the same^ 
Lord w«8 the object of their &ith; they were comforted by the same 
Spirit, whose blessed office is to glorify Jesus in the views of believing* 
souls* True, ^' no man shall see me and live, saith the Lord. "*.**> 
EsBod* xxxiii* 20* Even highly fiivored Steph^i saw not the essential 
glory of Jehovah but through the medium of the man Jesus. Whe- 
ther with his bodily sight) or in the full visions of faith and the Hdf 
Ghost, he s^w the glory of Ood in the persoii of the glorified, exalte^ 
Son of man, Jesus, this discovery fired his soul with heav^y joyi 
and inflamed his heart with holy transport* 

Faith's views of Jesus have a transforming influence upon the souU 
While he is beheld, love is oommumcated. Ascending hearts to Jesus 
are iavored with descending love from Jesus* Love, received in the 
heart, cheerfiilly diffuseth its sweet savour around us ; it enlarges the « 
bowels of compassion, and opens the mouth in prayer even for it» 
worst enemies* Thus Stephen prays for his very murderers^ When 
for himself he stands; when for them he kneeled down, as though 
more importunate for them than for himself* What hath Jesus done 
for sinners ! What doth he in them ! How precious is he to those who 
believe I Howshould our hearts long for clearer views of him by the. 
Spirit 1 As in his love, so in his person he is woNOEaFVL ; he is ever 
idle same, a maw ; he appears in his human form before the throne, 
interceding for sinners. The same suffering) crucified man, who love4 
our persons and bore our sins, still lives and pleads our cause as our- 
triumphant conqueror in our nature over all our enemies. Thus daily 
conceive of, lodk to, and embrace in the arms of fidth, thy Lord and 
thy God, O soul, as man and mediator, as having once atoned and 
is now interceding for thee; so mayest thou ever comfortably say, 
*^ Into thine hand I commit my spirit; thou hast redeemed mcy Q 

Lord. God ctf trttth*"«*.*]P salm xxxi« 5* 
Vol. I. R 



rS4 MAY 1. 

DotJi the ploughman plow all day to sow ? doth he open and 
break the clods of his ground ? ..,Jsa. xxviii. 24. 

"The Lord of hosts hath decreed to stain the pride of all glory, 
and to bring into contempt all the honorable of the earth. "•••.isa« 
xxiii. 9. Therefore his word sends us to the common transactions in 
life, that we may gather instruction in humility, and be taught to bow 
tG his sovereignty. Every dispute against the latter is a strong cvi-. 
dence of the want of the former. When the mouth is not stopped, biit 
daringly opened ugainst sovereign purposes and eternal decrees, it is 
an awful sign that the plough of God's law hath not cut deep into 
such sinners hearts; for, instead of pleading guilty and being speech- 
less, the pride of nature urges vainVpleas against fi*ee-grace truth, 
everlasting love, the finished salvation of Jesus, and the certain 
glbry of all his chosen members* 

But verily, as the ploughman plows at a proper season, and sows his 
seed at the appointed time, and as harvest shall not fail, S6 the church 
of Christ is " God's husbandry.".... 1 Cor. iii. 9. By the ministry of 
the word the Lord plows up the uncultivated ground of unfruitful 
hearts, he opens and breaks the. clods of pride and lust, he casts in the 
seed of eternal life in the knowledge of Jesus, then the graces of &ith, 
hope, love, and holiness, take root downward and spring forth upward- 
.But alas! the seed is exposed to many dangers; weeds may grow 
up and choke it; if refreshing showers, the warm sun, or the purify- 
ing air is withheld, it will rot, and bring forth no fruit unto perfection. 
The poor heart is not without its fears, yea is at its wit's end at times, 
lest so it should be. And what can he do? He cannot command the 
.clouds, call forth the sun, or cause the wind to blow* Boasting in 
self is at an end ; trusting to-iniherent grace is cut off; hence the soul 
is led in humility to see that all things are of God; that if ever he 
reaps the harvest of eternal life, it is wholly and solely owing to 
God's free gift by Jesu&; that all present fruitfulness is by the Spirit -ii 
energy and influence, in consequence of the Father's love and &ith* 
fulness, and the Son's perfect work and salvation; therefore look 
not so much within, nor around thee, as above to Jesus. Doubt- 
ing disciple, from this inexhaustible fountain hope and encourage* 
ment flow. Though all within seems gloomy and distressing, atf 
without opposing and discouraging, yet our God is over all and 
above all. Ever remember there is as great a necessity for the 
heart to be deeply rooted in humility downward, as for th6 pleasing 
fruits of peace and joy to spring upward* Our heavenly husband 
knows Which is best for us.^ As the ploughman minds his work, and 
does his duty; so do thou. Be diligent in thy work; be humble in 
thy heart, knowing " God giveth the increase.*'.**. 1 Cor. iii* 7» 
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nat every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may 
become guilty before God..., Rom, iii. 19. 

Iir our natural state we are ever most backward to take guilt to 
ourselves, most skilful at self-excuses, most averse to self^xamina*^ 
tion, because we dread self-condemnation ; hence wfe are ever prone 
to pass judgment at the bar of pride and carnal reason upon the 
truths of God, because we think they are against us, O what ia 
there in such stout-hearted rebels, who are far from righteousness, 
to invite down the blessed Spirit to enlighten our minds ! It is by his 
special mercy we see the spirituality and extent of God's holy law: 
though in it we see nothing but justice wiih a drawn sword, and 
mercy with a veiled face, yet jt cuts off all glorying in the flesh, 
«tops the mouth of pride and arrogance, and leaves the poor sinner 
under a sense of guilt, and subjects him to the judgment of God. 
To such, the sound of mercy how welcome ! the proclamation of 
grace how joyfiil ! the name of Jesus how precious ! the way oi sal- 
vation by him how acceptable ! How willingly do such desire to be 
eternally indebted to free grace ! How dead do such become to format 
legal hopes ! Expectation from their fulfilling terms and conditions 
is cut off; grace freely given, mercy richly bestowed through Jesus, 
becomes the subject of all their hope, the matter of all their glory- 
ing. Now it is not, What have I done? How have I behaved? but. 
What hath Jesus done \ What a glorious salvation hath he wrought ! 
* I am a poor sinner, stript of all, now bow to the sovereignty of God, 
adore hisr electing love, admire God's salvation, sit humbly at the feet 
of Jesus, dwell on the wonders of his love and sufferings on Calvary 'k 
mount, thankfully receive the testimony of Jesus from the Spirit, and 
give the ever-gracious three all the glory of what I ani in time,* 
and of what I hope to be in eternity.' When the soul is become 
guilty in its own sight, the mouth isjthus stopped : every self-righteous 
plea is silenced. When the sinner thus sees himself, he is quite out 
of conceit with himself. 

Thus the law is good if a man use it lawfully ; but if the Lamb's 
wife seek to the law, as a woman to her husband, to get comfort from 
it, and life by obedience to it, verily this is not continuing a chaste 
virgin to Jesus* We shall then cease to bring forth fruit unto God; 
but we shall be, as God complains of Israel of old, **an empty vine,> 
who bringeth forth fruit unto himseJf."— .Hosea x. 1. We shall^ 
grov delighted with ourselves, and imagine we have that within us 
to talk of and glory in, instead of the work of Jesus, for us. But 
thus saith the Lord, ^^ Thou shaltk remember and be confounded, and 
never open thy mouth any more, because of thy shame, when I am 
pacified towards thee, for all that thou hast done*"..*»£zek. xvi. 63.. 



»6 MAY 3. 

Jtsus said, Tkii sicknesi is not unto death, hut for the gl^rjf 
of God, that the Son of God might be glorified thereby.... 
^ John xi. 4. 

It frequendf hafypetiSy that intetrening occurrences seem to 
omtnidict the truths of God. Therefore if we judge from sight and 
apfpearance, we shall be often deceived* God's word alone is the 
rule oi iaith; what he hSta declared shall certainly come to pass^ 
however repugnant it may seem to carnal reason. Thus our Saviour 
declares of Lasunis, ^^This sickness is « not unto death:*' yet he 
afterwards told his disciples plainly, ^^ Lazarus is dead:" and Jesus 
iiimnd him in the grave, whc^re Ke had lam four days. But Jesus, 
who had power over death and the grave, knew his own intention of 
raising him, both for the glory of the Father, as well as glorifying' 
himself* This was the great end of his coming into the world; 
therefore in the life, and by the death of Jesus, glory redounds ^ to 
God in the highest, peace on earth, and good-will to men." 

Did Jesus love Lazarus? Did his compassionate eye drop a tear of 
affection over his friend's grave? O what an innumerable company of 
poor smners did his loving eyes behold, who, like Lazarus, were not 
only to all appearances past hope, but actually ^^ dead in trespasses 
and sins I'* but he says c^ them also, ^* This sickness is not unto 
death*" Eternal death shall not have the donunion over them ; but 
he would get g^ry to God, and glorify himself in quickening and 
raising all God's chosen ones, all his dearly beloved members* 

On the death %£ Lazarus ^< Jesus wept : he groan^ within himself;'* 
and he cried to lus Father* Howmustthe heart of Lazarus be inflamed 
with love to his dear Lord for givii^ him a second life! O believer 1 
the raising thy soul from a death of sin to a life ctf righteousness, cost 
thy Saviour not only a sigh, a tear, a groan, a prayer; but agonies, 
sweats of blood, tortures beyond thought, sufferings bey(»id expres- 
sion* His immaculate heart's blood he freely poured forth for our 
sins, to procure the life, and to dbtain the salvation of our souls* Canst 
thou think of this love without reflecting mi thy misery? O hard 
iieart i O cruel unbelief! How little affected with such love as none but 
God cCHild shew! is this thy pain and sickness? Come, then, that the 
Son of God may be yet more glorified in thee, bring thy hard heart to 
the feet of Jesus, and confess thy unbelief to him with this humble 
cry, ^* Lord, I believe^ help thou mine uiibelief."**«*Maric ix* 24* 

Come, hsppytonlf, approach your God So strangle, so bonndleis was the love 
Wi|h new melodions songs; That pit)r'd4]ring men, 

Come, tender to almighty grace the Father sent his eqval Son 

The tribute of your tongues. To givir them life again. 
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JSeekest tkcti great things for thyself? Seek them not.... 
Jer. xlv. 5. 

The glorious company of the apostles, the goodly fellowship of 
the prophets, the noble army of martyrs, every member of the church 
of Christ in every age, were called to deny and mortify self. In this 
there is no difference : all are equally clothed with the same cm'rupt 
nature, are men of like passions, and are therefore in danger of self- 
seeking, and of having their affections attracted from Jestis, to the 
alluring objects of this present evil worlds The scripture has recorded 
a very short chapter of the prophet Barueh's conduct* On reading 
this we may truly look within, around us, and then look up and cry^ 
^ Lord, what is man?" and with astonishment may add, ^' that thou 
art mindful of him*" 

» 

Yea, what is every Baruch (i* e* blessed man) who bends the knee 
to Jesus, and is renewed in the spirit of his mind? Alas \ he is still of - 
the earth, earthly, prone to cleave to the dust, ready to seek great 
things for himself, from the objects of time and sense* One would 
have thought, just at a time when the prophet had been reading the 
dreadful roll, full of mournings lamentation and woe, which were 
shortly to come upon the kingdom, this would have entirely curbed 
every carnal desire after selfish views and earthly glory* But no; the 
lusts of the flesh can cmly be mortified by the power of the Spirits 
Jeremiah is sent with. a loving warning and tender prohibition to 
Baruch: ^ Is this a time for self-seeking, instead of thy master's 
glory? What! aspire after worldly honor and dignity in a time of 
threatened ruin: be wise; know thy station; act in character.' 

Here, O Christian, see the picture of thy own corrupt nature* 
Know thyself; consider, thou also art in the body : remember, ^^in 
thy flesh dwelleth no good thing*" Though under threatened ruin 
and destruction, yet it will hist after such things which are agreeable 
to its carnal state« Never say with Hazael» ^^ Am I a dog that I 
should act thus and thus?" Beware of the deceitful reasonings of the 
flesh* It has ever plausible pleas to urge for its gratifications. Self- 
seeking is one of the lusts of the flesh* All views that arise from 
self, centre in self, and tend to please self, are contrary to fellowship 
in Jesus» If self is mdulged, it will prove like a pampered steed, to 
) rua <away with thy spirit from thy beloved* Therefore he asketh, 
<< Seekest thou great thmgs for thyself?" he foiUds; '^ Seek them 
not*" What will it profit thee if thou couldst gain the whole world 
and lose sweet peace with God, comfortable communion with Jesus, 
and the joy fill fcl}owsbip of the Holy Ghost?" " Ye cannot serve Go4 
and Mammon..i|«Matt* vi. 24. 
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Let not your hearts be troubled i ye believe in God, believe 
also in me... John xiv. 1. 

Jesu » c o uiforted the heart df a sorrowful widow by restoring her 
dead son to life again. Could he not also, by the power of his Spirit, 
consolate the hearts of his dear disciples, without preaching outward 
rules and directions to them ? Plainly he will be heard as our prophet. 
Those disciples only, who obey the word of his doctrine, shall enjoy 
the consolations of his love. So it seemeth good to our Lord to teach ; 
JBo it is necessary for us to believe. Troubles are the common lot of 
God's dearest children : " Many are the afflictions of the righteous.** 
•...Psalm xxxiv. 19. They feel and groan under heart troubles^ 
which strangers know not of ; inward disquietudes, -which carnal men 
are utteriy free from, are oft amazed to hear of; and are ready to 
hug themselves, and thank God they are not troubled about. 

Ah, this inward insensibility is a bad sign! But disciples' troubles 
are Jesus* concerns. He h«l8 a remedy against them : he will give 
comfort under them. Believing in an absolute God will not do this. 
Nay, the glory of his majesty, the greatness of his power, the perfec- 
tion of his justice, &c. appear in dread array against us. We dar6 
Hot think of God out of Christ, knowing ourselves to be poor sinners. 
ITierefore, says Jesus, " Believe also in me." Believe my humanity t 
that I became man for your sakes, died for your salvation, and am 
risen again in your nature to pray for you. Remember the covenant 
that is estaUished between the Father and me on your account; 
When thoughts arise in your mind, and your poor hearts are trouble4- 
with finding you are still but ** unprofitable servants," you see much 
cause for sorrow^ mourn and complain that there are many things 
amiss in you ; that you do not believe so perfectly, love so comfortably, 
obey so cheerfully as you wish ; y6t ever remember, 1 am your Me- 
diator before the throne; you stand not in the Father's love for your 
works'sake; butthe Father is ever well pleased with me. He loves you, 
and is well pleased with you for my sake. Do not distress your pooi^. 
hearts. Sorrow not as without hope ; but believe in me and be com* 
forted. You have no sin, but my blood dearly atoned for; you want 
no perfection, but what my righteousness supplies ; you staiid in need 
of no holiness and conformity to me, but what the blessed Spirit be- 
stows. Thus believe on me as your living head, thus daily look on 
yourselves as my dear members, thus live on me and honor me as your 
Lord, and glorify me as your only Saviour. This is to obey Christ's 
command. Thus is the troubled heart comforted. This is our 
sweetest privilege. We should be concerned to make this our daily 
employ on earth. Shortly all our troubles and sorrows shall end, fot 
"we shall meet the Lord in the air, and so shall we be ever with the 
Lord : wherefore comfort one another with the^ words/'...*! Thess* 
iv. ir, 18. 



MAY 6. . 139 

iThai by two immutable things y in zvhich it was impossible, 
for God to lie, xve might have a strong consolation, who 
have Jled for refuge^ to lay hold upon the hope set before 

* us....Heb. vh 18. 

It is the glory of the gospel that it reveals glad tidings to hope-- 
less, helpless sinners. It finds nothing in us to entitle us to the favor 
ef God : but it brings all hope and consolation to the soul, founded 
Upon the most sJ^solute promises, and the strongest assurance of an 
immutable God. As verily as it is impossible for the God of truth to 
lie or forswear himself, so is it impossible for any of the heirs of pro- 
mise to perish. Such h the blessed hope before us. Happy 'souls, 
who have fled to Jesus for refuge, land have laid hold of this hope ! 
Henceforwaiti nothing but consolation, strong^consolation, ariseth to 
such poor sinners from the word of truth. This hope can never fail 
them ; whateverwithin or without fluctuates or changes, this never can. 

• This hope is ever to be held fast, even though appearances wear 
a^ gloomy aspect, sense of comfort declines, feelings of joy .seem, 
dead, and all hope from- ourselves forsakes us. But, . Father, thy 
mercies never die; thy counsel shall stand; thy oath cannot fail*. 
Hope in these is an anchor to the soul. Whatever storms or tem- 
pests are without, or when the swelling waves of corruption lift up 

llieir voice' within, yet the God of hope is mightier than all, and the 
christian hope riseth above all ; therefore is it sure and steady. It 
is cast out of sight within the veil. By this 4>lessed hope of the 
gospel, poor, sin-condemned, soul-distressed sinners, are kept steady 
to Jesus, and find a comfortable and secure refuge. And that pre<« 
cious Spirit, who shews them their danger, and guides them to safety, 
causeth the joy of hope to spring up in their souls. They enjoy 
liope in themselves concerning their own state towards God through 
ouf Lord Jesus Christ, even a good hope through grace : and they 
are fnade to abound in hope by the power of the Holy Ghost. O 
this is a comforting, operative grace ! it leads the soul to expect all 
that God has promised, even all the blessings of the everlasting 
covenant of grace, which flow to us from the life and death of Jesus ; 
ill are secured by the immutable counsel and solemn oath of an 
unchangeable God, both for time and eternity. And as a fruit and 
evidence that it is a holy, godly hope, it mfluenccs the soul in 
obedience to all the Lord's conimands. " Every man that has this 
hope in him, purifies himself even as God is pure.".... 1 John iii. 3. 

Thus Jesus is the only and 'alone object tlirough whom God re- 
veals the hope 6f salvation. His work is finished. It is our hap- 
piness to believe this, and to rejoice in the hope it affords us. Christ 
is therefore ever to be looked to, and daily trusted in. And the more 
thou art exercised inKthis'way, so much the more inward hope and 
joyful consolation will be experienced in Jhe souk ** My hope is in 
theet'^•••Psalm xxxix* 7* 



UO MAY r. 

« 

And they said one to another ^ Did not our hearts burn 
within uSy while he talked with us by the ivayy and zvhile 
he opened to us the scriptures K...Luke xxiv. 32. 

When the fire of divine love burns in the heart, disciples csiStiot 
refrain speakmg jof it to each other. But how transient are the 
frames of God's ijearest children ! Too apt are the strongest be-: 
lievers to live upon sense and feeling, instead of faith and promises*^. 
The former may^ and <^ten doth fail in enjoyment, but the latter is: 
founded upon the firm immutabte fiMindati<m of the God of truth,. 
therefi>re is sure and infisdtible* 

These disciples. were just before in dejection and.despondency* 
The time was come Ux resurrection^comforty but their Lofd not ap** 
pearing as they ei^pected, they were sad* Jesus was with them, but 
they knew him not. He upbraids; ^^O fools, and slow of heart to* 
believe all the prophets have ^x>kenl" Then he eiepounds the' 
sioriptureA conccffntng himself. Presently the fire kindlea in their 
hearts. But it seems that it was socm past: yea, gone before they: 
i4)oke of it* ^^DiD not our hearts bum?" how sweet was it! whati 
lavishing moments wers those! J)oubtleas they could have wished^ 
them to have continued always. So they should if the master mm 
good* > If Jesus Imew it was best, every disd|)le should enjoy heartr 
ever warm, ever glowing^ with the heavenly flame of divine love. It> 
eerily is sweet to sense* Those who have been ^^baptiiosd with th0> 
Holy Ghost, and fire" of divine. love, will speak of it to the glory of . 
Jesus, and long for nsore lasting enjoyment of it* This best vine is« 
reserved for the last. Disciple, soon shalt thou drink thy fill, without* 
danger of being intoacicated* But thou must wait the promise, ^Mi 
these dimples did* Thou must go to the same place where they now* 
are, before thy thirsty soul is perfectly satisfied* May it be our pre- 
sent concern, that we give Jesus no cause to upbraid us for foHy andi 
UjQbelief, in not abiding by the pr<^^ts, promises, and his testimony I . 
We are to live upon the truth of the word, and not upon fire-andi^ 
feeling within* But yet, disciples should eyer.be on their guatd* 
against such who deny the experienced comforts and joys of the. 
Holy GhosU, Be not put off with dry notions, which are like the- 
pale light of the waning moon; but administer not the animating^ 
warmth of the meridian sun* For> saith Jesus* ^' The words that I 
^)eak unto you, they are spirit and they are life*"**.*John vi* 63* 

If sweet be our framei Or if it remain. 

We thank his dear name : And we are in pain. 

If bitter we pray, We cheerfully bear, ' [it there. 

Aad Jesus fto lovst os, he takes it away. And bless &qx kiad Saviour who suffers 



MAY i. \a\ 

ijbid Uuli/t u law J thM ioken I tvoulH do good, evilis present 
i^VA me....B0«i. vK. 21. 

The heathens in their sacrifices were wont to cry out, ^ Keep 
at k liittanicftt O 3re pxbUnt :' but they withheld not their offerings, 
lest^ thi i^liAllawedl should b^ the more poHuted, or their sacrifices be 
4eitl^ Uy ti^lftk ^r the godly eonsdlaiion, edificatiob, and estab- 
fisiiflD^ ^ sanctified sduls, it seeined meet for the splHt of wisdom 
iiiHt Hift' BpfMe PfHiI should leaire his experience hi this epistle td 
tiue RoiAatili* Hefe he confesses himadf a poor sinner, yel a hoiy 
%aA hltp^ befiever in J^sus. Hereby to many precious souls iesu^ 
kath htetk mMt more infinitely precious, while sin has been viewed 
to isi>re artfeecKng sinful^ iand themselves ihade td sink lower in 
hunMty at the feet of soverdgn girace. Let those who dare idveft 
i^thii bl^sMd testimony for coAtHiry purposes, remc^inb^if' the judg6 
in at th« dtoi^ Stkittly they must account, if they turn th'^ food ot 
God*ftW0l4 to the poisoA of their own souls. 

Fb% kMU a mockofsih, whBe godly ttouls groa^ tind^ie the buftlefi 
#f iD'^lMlliilg eot^pMon. The fiMihet's cohduet is an awful proof of 
^eii^ 6tiEte.i Tht toiMws of the lattet* is a ceftain evideike Of the 
iqpidilluaiili^ ^d Biffictificatioa of their souls, being born again of th^ 
l^^rit; to do good is the delight oftheir hduts. Being living metiabett 
^ J«stta by fioth, ^ley love conformity to dieh* head; bding sons of * 
God by adoption, it is thdr joy to love, obey, aisd please theif heavehl)'' 
Fath^i^ in all thin^.- Perieetion in holiness they aspire after; entire 
fte^dOhi from «anth«y comfortably hope for: but tiie God of truth wilt 
not suflbi'Ms own elect lo be deceiv^ ftnd to think thcfm^elves tirhaif 
fliey a»t» not^ war ever will ht in the flesh, perfectly freed fik»m slti ; fof 
Ae ddmaiiy with his affections ahd fusts, is ever neaiS eVer present 
TM^theni* <* In their flesh dweHs no good thing," nor ever will; thef 
tm not to 4htf&e^ oi^y good fipom it ; it lusts only to evil cbtitinually ; 
ibeMr best UkOughfft^iifO oft^ inAetft^yted and Averted, thdr most bolf 
desites are often dipped and ^scouraged, their best actions ar^ 
Mdom, if ever, fiPee fk^m the bold intmsion of unwelcome guests trotX 
tke world, flesh, imd the Detilv < I would be whoUjr devoted to the 
b6fl^d,^th the gi«ciou» soul; sAmy powers ahd faculties, time and 
Meiifts, itt that I possess <M enjoy, would I wholly (as asttsted) freely" 
asid Drilfiiifl^ di^^d&te in lote to Jesus.' Scarce the pleasing thoughtii 
comdvtdj but the eiHll^ pride injects. What a rare name will ihiiS 
9§cf^ik^ me! ho# 4lh€^n be admiti»l, and sIHnie as somebody in th^ 
^hristkih wofld ! O thi^ sit^s tiie christian with shame, and causes him 
to inde hh head nHth holy blushing;^ But let not this di&courage thee* 
FMl s^iat^d nefthl6g;of his eealfor God*s glory anddoinggood, because 
oi^i. l^oU^vriiiiiateps# <«TrustmtheLordanddogood."*..«PsSilm 
xxxvii. 3. 

VoL^L S 



m MAY. 9. 

While. the earth r^maineth^ seed4ime afidMtW^ti arid.cpf4 
and heatf and summer and \cinter^ (^n4 daj/ and ni^ht 
shall not cease. ...Gen, viii. 22. 

^'GooLiNKss is profitable unto allthing^^ having promise 0f the 
life that now is^ ^and of that which is to,cpme«"**««.ltXim. iv* 3* . %f 
faith w« viey the decl?iratipns of Jehovah as the blessings of^a father's 
lov^ The returning seasons, the revolving periods of time declare the 
glory of oyr heavenly, father ; while the christian xneditates upon And 
gratitude inspirei^ his heart foe the innumerable blessings of time^ yet 
far nobler subjects demand the contemplation of his soul. Iia^;^;fp]; 
us, when temporal blessings are enjoyed as covenant mercies,, andar^ 
sanctified to us in Christ Jesus. . We see and adore the spvereigniy^ 
of God in appointing times and, seasons*. The, imiputalHtity of his 
will is the law by which they are governed* When the fixe4 P^q4 
shall comet ^l nature shall be reduced to its primitive npthin^ TimsQ 
shall be swallowed up in a nev^r-ending eternity. Happy souL lyho 
art taught the displays of grace from the images of.pa^iii^ lyho 
bows to the sovereignty of love, rejoices ^n the covenant of grace, an4 
rests upon the imtnutability of God's purposes a^d proijaises iq Christ 
Jesus to poor sinners! Suc!^ are assured that as in .n%^ure, so in the 
kingdom of grace, seed-time and harvest shall not fail to God'^ qhi^i^ch 

• and people, because of ^' his everlasting covenant which is Qrdeteji 
in all things, and sure«" 

There is a time for the immortal seed of t)ie.wo^4. ^9 be sowniq 
every elect soul. This is experienced by the seed strilUng root in 
conviction of sin ; by its springing up in faith, desire, s^d Iqv^ to Jq#^8» 
And because the sun of righteousness ever lives and shii^es upo9> h}^' 
members, they shall most assuredly reap an harvest of eternal glory. 
Chilling cold and winter's blasts may succeed the summer qf love an4 
warmth of affection* Nights of darkness, from desertion, tetttptatioU} 
and affliction, may follow days of peace, joy, and consolation* The^ 
various seasons and changes wiU pass upon and be experienced by 
believing so.uls '^ while the earth remaineth;" that is, so long a^ ou^ 
earthly, sensual nature continues ; but it is sentenced Xp dissolution* 
We must leave i|t on this side Jordan, then we shall see it no more 
AS a^i enemy for ever. But in the presence of Jesus the soul shajl 
iiaye fulness of joy, and the body shall b^ raised a glorious body, to 
.enjoy the pleasures which are, at his right hand for evermore* There 
shall be no night of darkness, no chill of affectionS) no winter of 
distress. At present this is our sweet consolation ; of every one o^ 

' his beloved members Christ saith, ^' Because I live, ye shall live, 
also* "•••* John xiv. 19. In the. experience of faitih we know '^Chriifc 
is our life;" with joy we declare, ^^ when he shall appear, then ShaR 
w» also appear with him in glory."....Col* iii. 4* . « . 
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tf Siding faith and a good con^iefux ; which some having- 
put awayy concerning faith ^ hiave thade shiptvreck:... 
1 Tim. u 19. , 



ft 

•••• 



^ He that diall endure to the end, the same shall be sared*' 
Mark xiii. 1 S. So the master taught ; so disciples believe. By perse- 
vcfrance mthe faith, the cro'im shall be enjoyed. So glory perfects 
what grace begins* God's power is faith's confidence ; God's truth is 
faithls assurance; faith's author and faith's finisher is Jesus. There* 
fi>re, **tiie righteous shall hold on his way, and he that hath clean 
hands shall be stronger and stronger," saith the son of faith and 
patienee....Jobxvii. 9. << The top-stone (bf finished stdvation) shall 
b^ bikJught forth with shoutings, crying grace, grace l^.-.-Zech. iv. T» 
Such are the immutable truths of the covenant of grace, the gospel 
of grace, and the God of grace. Whatever legal spirits do, gracious 
souls will ever draw gracious influences from the safety and security 
•^f ^^e. ^ Let him who thinketh he standeth, take heed lest he 
£ill."..*.l Cor. X. 13. Take heed that he be not high-mitided, and 
trust ill uncertdh riches that he fancies he hath obttdned by his own 
laithfiilness, ereature-ability, and 'natural free-will, and so be led 
away from trusting in the liviiig God, Who giveth all things. Many 
tudi self-sanctified sdnts have, and do daily fisill away, and have niade 
terrible shipwreck of their fancied faith, imaginary good cohsciehcei * 
self*applauding inherent righteousness, and have perished in the gulph 
6f "tain glory and presumption. Therefore see to it, disciple, that 
you hold fast, and contend earnestly for the fiiith once delivered to 
God*s saints : such as the doctrines of eternal election to salvation, 
according to the everlasting covenant love of the ever glorious trinity, 
a finished salvation by the atonement, full justification by the perfect 
Hghteousness of Jesus, and final perseverance in holiness by the 
Spirit of truth. Hold them- fkst, not iti word only, but in power, as 
the essential truths of Jehovah, as the very life and joy of thy soul. 
So shalt thou have and keep a good conscience, sprinkled from guilt 
by the blood of Jesus; and a good testimony of it by the Spirit of 

grace,* through faith. Ever remember, "the answer of a good con- 
science towards God is by the resurrection of Jesus Christ.".... 
i Pet. iii. 21. Thou couldst obtain it no other way. Thou canst 
bnly enjoy it by the fsuth of this. Beware of putting this away. Hold 
it fast. Be " confident of this very thing, that he who hath began a 
good work (of faith and love in thee) will perform it unto the day of 
Christ."....Philip. i. 6. 

Amidst a thousand snares I stand, Grace wilt complete what grace begins, 

Upkeld and guarded by thy hand, ' To save from sorrows or from sins : 

Thy words my fainting soul revive. The work that wisdom undertakes. 

And keep my dying faith daive. Etefnal mercy ne'ei^ fortf»kes. " * 



. BELixvi:«shaT«tbestrtmge8ta8sanncecrf'attftiiifa)gtheli%he8t 

Gil«4 ^e4f frm^ aP tof^^^HE M«#a|cf, »p4 6^ th<tiB8«(mMitf 
^ JWf %irijt, How pi«piQ|t» is ey^|y^9i)f ^ JF^^si! Hi^^n^ 
fb^ )iU blGrP^ ^ procoro piir par^fm? Hath iifcwtrnghl w% i^iin^ 
tflouftfiesa to j^sldfy ua? What tb^? Doth fte ec^npiil n ii|«ek ^ 
iflkhereiit gr^i^a tp u») to ifPiivvyvft afoA ba fv^Ugfyi t% ii^vf^cv U| 
taacUfy |a)4.<<Wiapmta oupsfd?^ toQodi O iH»i fvfr ^ aw^rad 
tj^a ^otii^: 1% 1^9^ to p9tle,..|KMiiiid)aa a apkil of hl4f4ieQd9«ft ^ 
9^r h€^ o^9k^^ faitb vts^d^ ^aowtef tkii fiffifs^ of tiiQ %Wt| aiMilt 

But, aaitb Jf i^a, ^' ^ t))j9 aaj^ea ff %il iq^ 4fi|^ ^M^iotxsray I 
f^cti^ ujF^^fc'* N^ t^ Mh> pftcf jrf piii^f TMawgi bj $k^ &tlk 
<d the Fall^«.**)I^bf ?« 4, ^^--^WYt Ui mfkn Mf 4m tomsm mli|itN 
}]la.,wa» 99ti^fi^ by tbi| %Nfilt»4oyikp I* 91- JBut ow LwJli^rft 
i^eaJw of bia iriHii»gly b«^pifl« tw M«^* ft? » ifwrifi<»* » tdw 
^iray. tMfin ftf;tb!a WifjA^* Q# to^tbif ^ «i9!i| cliMf^T 4^t iiimliilf 
nf^^ cq)iat(^l9tf^ twff^f tp Qii^ for t)» ai^ of #|.i. lii bflfTiidb 
mambers, accord^lg to .^ ppv^HWHof tviit)|| t)|elwv«i|t|i|th» ami 
-tjb^«[»Qrof t^:%^^.^tp tbif^^«4(^ <\4^,^^]F. a}i9i«»arbi^ 
^a9ct]fied^lu?Q\L|^.t)iaJi!^^«'' r. ^ 

^borny j9i^ Jbaving p^itber ^e g^p^ (or ifiiU) v^|>9 Id ba $me^M% 
8^ i^firt,. or ^;93a*^c!*i^ta4niitp (J94, Jh^t M j^is^ itt£g^ief| wiUfflHl^ 
tb& gate,, tjii^be nfugbl B9J^$Ufy Uie people witK)^§ qii^ UaQ4^'««... 
Heb» xnu .1 8» *^Qc4 ichpap thep l^^fm %k^ bi^«ipp|9>g9 tfei^ufli tbf 
aapctifipi^QP pf tM ^itt ^4 Wie/ «f th« tr^,"*.o» Thoftcb. ik 1 3. 
Thrpugjtj b^fiief pf wbftt tr«hi doth the Spii^ F^^tlfy^ Tlwwgh *b«. 
filith of J»{^^S| wbp JR $he. x?VT?, ^^ 9u^ |i«l«BUie4 tp QlwW^f 
A^ x»vi, 1 3f*Mape.mftcle y^wU fcr ¥f ise ^^ to b^ gjpiy. pogf- 
drp<?piin b^U^wn t^(^ f^l^ tfer sip^ ai|4 ?pmiHii>i»> t|icw- 
gfpapest mjder a bo47 ^f «» ai^* *Pi*tb| ««^ tb^oi^ «il]^^l * li«' 
not sau>ctififsd, I bavp i>p|HM;!t npr Jkpt j« th|^ q^t|«r/ Wb^tJ Miavp. 
the truth t' belif ve iu Jx^^f, aiid y%% d^ftitp^ pf tl|Ci aai^^^ipp of; 
the Spirit? Impossible. 4a racSgr ^ J<^^ to^ f^Hieor^tad t|taft 
to God by his blood» his Spirit b^tb aw^e<^ ^^^ through fisuth. 
^^ Abide in tQCj** aaith the Lamb; ap -^t thOK| ^t)jpy ip(^f{ f^llp^<«:' 
ship witii him, and be more conformed to his jin^g^^ . : [-..t 

DUl Jesus sanctify himself We'ra sanctified through t^f truths 

Because his members wert unclean! * ("rom hence nq lie did <?Yef t(pri|i|;: 

Then aU who now believe in him^ But ^U yriil fare t>f Ui^if fofixid 

Are freed from all the curse of fin. Who dara to sfy, we, h^a 19^ a^n. M?. 



such sacrifices God is vi^pkoSfi^^^Mtlb^ *iU. l#v 
f fXnvi^r^f^r^ fiftfcVfi^9^^ti9) Aft e«?«ipt yee^swugs of 

dmi96r ^ «mkr»M ai^ fl|^ him^ Witw, the !«% Btoauve geo* 
^mrku dQ not «)|^t- G#4^9 ^f»r) imd niltitle 119 ^ )iif ^^V^^w^h 
itumihTPi ^Y wQi^ ^ We QiLiiii^ 4o WHY Hii^ ^s^ !• geo4-an4 
^WoilTi^DWiiiir l» thf ^gM of G€* • S» if Stt^n «a»fiel blsi^d^ us Iff 

^^tj^ svi>veni?^ofipir€b i#44«ft|fuc<jteitf>hf li^^^saiidpe^ 

^Jthi9 go^^ BiH h ^^fiwBl b^ #0 'rtwQ Jew* k l)ehc^4 i^4 Wn 
jpjp^d ip as e^ur s^criQf^iVli %Mifm<^ fef ««> fMl WP W©¥^> m 

mHa Oodr" He i% Q4f i4l»li ftp VW<^ o^r a^f^nfiot^ v% ofPerod, 
«iR4«||ki0b P)m«fm!9l€ji| tur glftii* An ^PTQ fiykPfted to ^ g^<^ tnj 
to please our graeious God imd l^^^nl^ Fattier^ Fc^ltl e«i4left tf^ivk 
B^wMiiiBf ; lore bi|i4^ ^m^ f|rQ«fftM c^f^i end li^pe MiiQiaftes 

4«Qrifif:f 4 fcr «♦«•" Swell iffs tii^ lon^, fo tir«titii^ fijr «9eb imn 
tp ^co^ ^r ^ 1^ Vim M eT%» fpv bQiin^ diiQ^ 

S^MH^ t^ u| that w^ ulycyq^d ^e WWW 1^ *>Tg«t Hiii. C^kofl^.^ 
%n^ reiniad ufi> thM ir^ ^r^ 9Pl t^ 1^14 s eod «if wKai «uif I>rd c» 
p^s fip^Foi ^^ Qq4 1^^ ii0i forgelii^ 10 \^ gra^iieua to um J«mi» 
iievfo^ iiKtinim in M9 eiiit lor m^ 9litU w Ibfget en? dtotgr, mii 
ifegle^t at uny tf^^to df^ good ep fwffth? >k)t fltrff tJiUf t9 ^b^iM 
lim iifiiQi# 0^ pefti^4 oijiptdl ip tjm^ fad elernHr ? Otrt the glofi-^ 
aii& jfeh^vaii Q0iid«P^epM ts«> m««)w uii J ani weB plewed with )?ew 
b«ae^eiK:e) yottf f)oiB9m^i«l#^ 9Mll9>»t te^my ^t^tut^i 4|id #W 
liretbr^ fo|r i^y tfd^e? f^ ^hall wt^ f ^erte uii«^dfi)l ofi and m^ 

C^p^abom tlik( meltef? ?e«Md it* tefd! fl^nisaate ua wtli ippre rf 

tlio fira of }^t^ J To l|vi| whb<wl; pfiifcir and Fn^fe^ argues iiMQi^ 
Iftllty and infff%ttM« \ W^^ fUjd? to glorify Qqd in .ci»r aeHoi^ai 
^v(% ^hte w»pt Qf tavB 5 9^ w^^pt th^ spifilpf pKiy^r, proi^ie, Iqm 
^4 obedience is wg|Vli9gi lrt^?#j. ^Ji^a, W «^^i^^e th»| wo i|i« 
t|ie chiWran of the. gv^oi^a <J^ |iie|i^r^ ^ ^ ^onppMyioiiate: 
SiipdQ^ry and i94)e^{^ tqr tt^ ^^ 

'TluroB'donacloudoarjudgt shall come. By the Redeemer'ii tacrificet 
Bright flames pVepare his way, ... Who s^al'd it with his blood* 

Thander and darknesi, flre'ahd'stonn, Their faith %nd war|c» J^rpwht Cfftth to' 
Lead on the dreadful dapr. . , Shall inake t^^a wortd W»/<8«» [li^Hi. 

Kq:«V ^ther all my.si^ints (he crie|) My sentence q| rew%r4 iet ir>f ^t^ 
That ar^ at f ^ace with God» And keav'n adores ay grace* 
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My soul cteaveth unto the dust : qui^htn (hou mc acc&rding 
idikyxvord....Psalmcx\x.25. . \^ 

One would dread that state niost of all othera, which St« Taul 
describes, "being past fee]ing."....Ephes. 4. \9* True, there is 
this alleviation, such are insensible of their deplcmble condition.^ 
But if the great trumpet of the gospel awakes vtol the soul in this life 
to spiritual sense and feeling, verily the loud archsuigeVs trumpet 
will awaken it to hear its awful sentence and feel its dreadful doom 
in the last day* O what a miracle of grace to be quii^kened, to know 
dne*s misery, to feel one's wants, to believe the remedy, and cry for 
telief ! This blessed work is not of the will of the flesh. No man 
can quicken his own soul ; it is the sovereign work of almighty power; 
it is equally ascribed to the loving Father, the redeeming Son^ and. 
the sanctifying Spirit..«« John v. 21. and vi« 63..«.therefore gracious 
souls give all the glory to the ever-blessed trinity. Free-will is the 
child of pride, ft dwells in the heads of almost christians, and is only 
boasted of by the enemies of truth. 

<^ I am come, that my children might have life,^' saith ^Tesus*. 
tie quickeneth the dead' in trespasses and sins ; and then they cry 
to Kim to have' fife more abundantly. Here is the wisdom of hea-" 
Ten-bom souls ; they deny themselves of the vaiii pleasures, carnal 
ddightSf and sensual gratifications of this worid. They know these 
things oppose the life, intei^rupt the peace, and damp the joy of 
dieir souls; ' Their only happiness centers in Jesus....in life and love 
ipommunicated from him ; therefore they study to avoid such things 
as are contrary to his mind and will: and as they too often find a 
cleaving to dust, to the sensible, earthly, vain enjoyments of this 
irorld, tbis; alarms them....it is a burden and'grief to them: they 
pour out theii* complaints to their beloved Jesus, with, 5 Master, let 
it not be thus ; quicken my drooping spirit, enliven my declining: 
Iheart, cheer my languishing soul, according to the word of thy grace,, 
the truth of thy promises.' Here is the blessed confidence of fait|i« 
His word is our plea; by that we have assurance of being heard and 
answered. The precepts of his word teach us his will ; and we can-; 
not feel a want but God's word promises to supply ; therefore that 
is the warrant of faith, a light to direct our feet ; and so also it is . 
our best directory for prayer. So Christ prays for all his, " SanctiQr 
them through thy truth ; thy word is truth."... .John xvii. 17. . , 

* My son] at times cleaves to the dust; O keep them evet. fix'd on thee» 
* Lord, give me life divine ; My Lord, my lifei my tqve : 

•^rom v^in desires and ev'ry lust Low vanities may I despise^ 
<Turn of these eyes of mine/ And seek those things aboye^ K> 
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Whetf^^eJesus alse, that he m^ght sanctify tlie4>eojde zi^t^ 
his mm bloody suffered without the gQlc....Iieb. xiii, I?. 

. Siv viewed in the glass at God*s holjr law, fills the soutwith 
{error; works wrath in the conscience) and leaves the sinner undq* 
the curse without hope: but while the infinitely pi^cious sacrifice of 
Jesus, is beheld, sin appears exceeding sinful; the sinner is.trulf 
humbled, sin is loathed, Chijst is cleaved to, and hope springs up 
in the sin-distressed conscience* ' 

In the tabernacle of old, as there were no windows in it, a l^unp 
was to bum always, that the house of God migh{ not at any time be 
in darkness ; tjbis Uie Lord ocdained unto the children of Israel..** 
Exod. xxvii. 21* As the darkness is past,. and the true light now 
ahineth, we see Jesus, who is the altar, the sacrifice, and the pries^i 
by and through whonv we are sanctified. This truth is to be kep( 
daily burning bright in the lamp of faith, in the temple of the heart. 
The man Jesus, upon whom all the sins of the elect were laid, waa 
made a curse for them; he cheerfully devoted himself, his holy body, 
his precious blood, his innocent soul, as a sin-offering for. them ia 
the great day of atonement*, ^^By his one offering he hath &r eve|^ 
perfected all them that are sanctified;" that is, separated by tfa^ 
choice of the Father as the objects of his love* They are all conse^ 
crated to God by the blood of Jesus* 

As the bodies of the beasts, under the law, were burnt without the 
camp, and their blood brought into the holy of holies, ,and sprinkled 
•n the mercy-seat, so our dear ^^d ever precious Jesus suffered all 
the inexpressible agonies of- soul and body, from the fire of God's 
wrath, due to our sin ; biore all the scandal, curse, and reproach of 
it ^^ without the gate of the city," as an alien and outcast of the 
people* His own most precious blood having once purged, expiated, 
and taken away the guilt of sin, and made perfect reconciliation for 
his people, it ever speaks in their behalf, and pleads Uieir cause 
before the throne; averts all wrath from them, and obtains ali 
blessing for them: thus we are purged from the guilt of sin; thus 
we are consecrated unto God* In the faith of this, " we have bold- 
ness to enter into the holiest, even by the blood of Jesus." Thus 
pureed, thus consecrated, every believer is ^ priest unto God ; he 
is encouraged to draw nigh to God with confidence of access; antf 
it' is his high and peculiar honor ^ to offer spiritual sacrifices accep-. 
table to God by Jesus Christ."*.*. 1 Pet. ii. 5. , 

« We see the blood of Jesus shed* . By this we're sanctify 'd to God, 

• Whence all our comlTorts rise ; A people for his praise : fword/ 

«Thf sinner views th' atoi\emcat made, Faith takes the blessing from Christ'^' 
'Andloves the sacrifice.' And gIorie< in his grace. M. 
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9%e ^ratdevigith tibtrai things f^mdh^Miferai^ings^U 
ihall stand (9t be esiMishid/.i.Jsi. xxxiL t^ ^ 

Wis 091 AiMfaHf act fr6A lettsft p^Miiptei^ aud with meratoary 

lldhc^MiUimMfty «tf d^et^htec«stW8ft«hdp^rfi>^ininggcft^ 
111^ iiot jlittUy ftftd BtfVe ffMS lii g^ tit ilUt iBid d» iiothing 
k^ wMtfd I ikjto^' S«}th«Mtfaei, 'To6e>iiii^9 ilireimjitftilledby 
fidth aoAjj but then I must fulfil the imra» and codditions of the 
^ttHfidi t» ibf lKdil)€U Intf ttiedkriKe aeoufes my MtvatioiK' Such 
podt foMMi^ iNMMft iMtMlly; 4lwif ptiileipleft are only selftahf 
thely VfiBWib afia flM»6eiiaiy. God ia Ut aarvtd al; all, but pride .md 
Mf are at the bdUfpto ^f lill thay 4^( to eatiblMb a righteensn^u of 
Aek «Wtt ia theil^ chkf ailli^ Tba ^bry of GM ia not aought ^ hie 
llfaee U oveHooked ) ieaua ia 4apr«ciated in hhi #ork and office, as. 
tho^ all hia toib and sufiiarttig^ holy lift and bitter 4aifth, had 
atily proeul^ salvation u^n a bett^t batgain and easier terms ft)Poai. 
Such {>rteciplea m^ aenti^y baae^ and diahonombie to a God of giuee 
ind Idve* Vun the talk of such alKMit W0rkln|^ Ibr God; they da 
JMhlng fi>r God) btil waM to earn tomefhing ftom God fiM* Ibetn-' 
tfelireai take away the idol sjtbF &oii^ them} and theib all worluAgL 
H at M end- with dliera* > 

But the liberal soul acts from g»acldtaa ^rm^igil^ aiid devised^ 
fiberat tiiiikgsv He mH satvtttbft k Ml ^ i^ gi^a^ and f^ee ^ift4>y 
Jeau^. He xa «ut* ikbt he ksfth doiie aIi, aulrared alK obeyed ki Ml 
thingia, pneyaih Ibf an thihgth MH tMMs «n dfec^iM^ Id th« a^r# 
peektty complete, asid final aalv<i»ion* < iPHe 9at«leusr is in-line eye> 
hetaintaiAeheatt; he ia my AlfdiMi iAd O^ntga, ttyftrAht^aftd 
ik&t My. My-^tiewsi ire t6 hcrglo)^ a when I daa^rved ndthlng' 
tet Jtwtt) k>te, electing eVeri^^liiig k>¥e leokctf oTi hie with pity^ 
HdA irna tnanileated to mn thttia^ Je«ua by Ui^ w<M and Spirits 
^e^b^ h b t long, I totei I de%l^ daily ie fgttaify the ever- 
phf^mt tM ever-loving tritme God. I cfheerfcl))^ deve^e my tdl i& 
ttm who hath done all f(^ aa6^ wh& halh Ibt^ Me-and given hu^setf* 
for me. My life of faith, o^h^pe^ of 46vtf, (df htiliiie^ dehte^stiy 
|£Sas, and i& from lum. If 1 hihrii but » euip tf ^(aid water ts givei 1- 
^te it !a my dt&r Lord'a name, ^ love* Aftd giMlude t6 him»' S^h: 
are the generous aentimenta of the Hftdftd &M} iind» salth wiaddtur 
<^ JSy IlbenJ thtnga he ahaQ statt^*^ ^and fMt in the fiberty where^ 
with Christ hath made him ttet* Ife shall be estaMished- ol^ the fUmk 
ibundation of eternal truth, agaunst the power and subtlety of Satsn, 
and air the huftiah Sy&tem^ knidpM»:ariou8 schemes of man's deti^ing.' 
*f The foundation of God standeth sure, bavmg this seal» The Lord^ 
kneweth them that ase his ;^ and let every one that namfitk the naane 
«f Christ, depart from iniquity •"••.•2 Tim. ii. 19. »• 



MAY 4«^ lit 

4hd, Item m GhriA tecansUbig the fmrid iakkMif^ Hat 
in^mting tkeir* trespasses untoJiem.*..9Cdri V. I9i. ^ 

The only liring and true God, the ^at and'essentiaHy gliirioud 
Teli6Vah, P^Uft^V, Son, and Spirit \t mibifeit^d totinnerft^ a6 dwelling 
In th^ mMi Cltyiit'IcMs. This iaf the pecuilai^ ^d ft^Cfe» truth of 
tM ^otpeh A gMrious mjrstefy kncMi/n eAf to beB^^ftg" amilft* Ali 
«tl^ pretended khowtedge of GtAh bQt*'\4uh «peculattonf «nd 
ftobipoiMi igndi<ance, whiehr^ellHn ihdnM^rnilit iihinds, dettittii^ 
«f the truth* 8uf th6 n0«r4K»i«i amd dmfM -lil his coffiftnt, peftoe) 
j^V and holineai fiom tifia inexhliuB^M^'foaiilftiii of %nitlp.and txai^ 
volatioti;' Fvoin hehc^ ariaeth-his l^ve to God 'ind dt^Hgtit-iti htm* 
fie behoMff €od, iH Christ, 4oi4ftg and' «inb»adftg poor iftitun^ of 
^ hdnun rab«« Odd is^ veil: pleased ^rUh them, Md deHghdetk 
iMFerth^ntn «^ d<^ them' ^jbaA. Thits saithLdthert^ < Mftrltthis^^elt 
Ift^the matterof Justtficatibnt when Any bf us ahairhave ^ mte^M 
witiithelaw; sin, deMh, and iall Other evils, "w^- must look vpofi Mr 
bthetObd, but onfy ^is God mcamate, and clotlied 'tr ith %nanM 
ttatareA««.!Epheii;ii»lll«...Cot.f/l5...90« ^ ' , « f 

'■' ThiiisGod aM man'4mite in the oike man Citric fesiis ;- inthis faittt 
ttiAf h'thenlind of a cfariitiaii easya^ happy; for the cause <if''dl 
distress and sorrow is taken away* Amazing grace ! wonderful 1^^ 
egoist thoh read it? canat thou beMey^' it without traiisporeior*jdy^ 
God is perfeietly Teconciled;^ he d^tfa' not^ impute tifespaasesv 'Ufit6 
Whom? Verily, the worid,-^ei^lect world of Gentllea as' w«ll al 
%ws; AIL simiera of the Mten nibe whoni the Father hafthgirm w 
his "Son Christ Jesus. God is reeotieilied to thetff * In 4Mth aiid.h>v« 
liiey fkaXL be fedoridled to him : to his covenant tvansadticnii^ elecfin^ 
Iov:e, justifying grace; si^heme of salration, and hope ^fetemal liUs 
^y lesuv on)y. As the Father grivie^eh" p^d^^ ^o he^ imputed 
their sins to Jestis, he borethem away^ Godchai^g^hnottrespasaeii 
to them, they arc free fkmi ^, as viewefd byf God in ' Christ* TO 
this truth the Spirit beanr wiinesii) liirough fhe-Audi of Jesus^ S<^ 
teHewr, thou art to reckon of thyadl Though >4)iack as hdB, 
polhrted with guiK, defiled 'm'fSk sin, yet in ChHsft ^ thoit art altfaifs 
-Without spot;^' iiftly rkonciled' to God, And atandest- without trea^ 
passes before him. What a free ticceaa hast thou ever open ^toGodi 
what cause for triumph in him, and love to himl what assured hope 
of feterha! enjoyment of him ! O my soul, what reward ihali i render 
tothel^oidfer all hisinercies! » • *v. 

(Till (^ in hiimika ftesh I 9C^,, . |Ii» Aame forbids my s»UyUh fcar^ 
iKy thought^ no comfort find : His grace removes my sins. 

•Hie holy, Just, and 'sacred Three While rainy on' tKcir 'worlds Vcly, ' 

Aie terrors to my mind. Others of wisdom boast, « 

Bat if Immanuel's face appear,. I love th' incarnate mystery, , . 

jWy hope, my joy beginsi And there I fix my trust. 

Vol. L T 
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So shall lUySmr tJit name of th^ Lord from the v^sjt, an4 
his glory from the rising of the sun. When the enemy shall 
come in like a floods the Spirit of the Lord shall lift up a 
standard against him (orchacehim away)...Lsa, lix. 19. 

When a poor sinner knows what humaji nature is, and see^ hiii 
brethren and companions after the flesh, ^^ living without Christ an4 
without God in tlie world ;*' making a.mock at sin, and ridiculing th^- 
truths and ways of Jesus; and finds his own heart touched with a 
holy, loving fear of the Lord, then he is ready to cry out. Whence 
is this? He can only say, < Grace reigneth ; the sun of rigbteoiisness 
hath r»en upon me. So Lord, it seem^th good in thy sight.,*.! have 
pot deserved this....thou ha^t spoken in truth, and fulfilled in faith- 
fulness. So tliy word runs, so thy gospel is glorified, free as the 
sua, powerful as. the wind.' Jehovah's shalls are his people's 
triumphs* Here are two most absolute declarations for faith to fix 
upon and plead, in ^ny hour of Satan's attack. 
^ For as Sure as the fear of the Lord shall be in our hearts, so also 
shall the enemy oppose us ; for if he dare plead with the Saviour, 
" Shall the prey be taken from the mighty, or the lawful captive be 
delivered ?"....Isa. xlix. 24. Verily he will follow after his once 
seized prey, and strive to regiiin his ransomed captive ; yea he will 
challenge the poor sinner as being his. property. One would be 
ready to ask. Is it not strange that the loving, almighty Saviour 
suffers the enemy, like a surly dog, to snap and snarl at his dear 
.children, and^be ready to tear their victuals out of theii' hands, and 
his peace and love out of their hearts? No: it cannot be otherwise in 
our present state; for we are clothed with an earthly, sensual, 
devilish nature, to which Satap has easy access. 

Humble^ souls have little reason to complain that they have not 
known so great a degree of wrath, nor have been terrified with such 
dreadful apprehensions of hell and damnation as some others. O 
Tather love and praise Jesus, if thy soul is brought to cleave to him 
in faith, and choose him as thy Saviour and thy all, than wish to 
have the enemy let loose upon thy soul. But if this is the case, he shall 
not go beyond the length of his chain; his power is thy Father's per- 
mission ; he may terrify with wrath^ but it shall issue in love. Yea, 
though he should, like a powerful deluge, come in and distress with 
blasphemous injections, horrible thoughts, perplexing fears,- and pro- 
nounce hell suid destruction to be thy doom, even then thou art safe. 
The Saviour's power is thy shield. " The Spirit of the Lord shall lift 
up a 8tandard.".*..The liiamb on the cross. In the stedfkst faith of thi»| 
" resist the Devil, and he will flcefirom yout".«« Jame3 Iv. 7. 



\ 



1 



iHaT is. 151 

'^ihy presence go hoi with mey carry usr not up hence... . 
• Exodi xxxiii. 15. 

Happy for us if this was our address to the Lord under every 
enterprise; how many distresses and difficulties should we avoid I 
Tibw much more peaceful and comfortable should we be in our jour- 
'ney through life ! It is a blessed thing to have an especial eye to 
tiod^s presence, as well as to his providence. The Lord may permit 
"his children to succeed in their schemes and undertakings in the 
course of his providence, when he doth not accompany their souls 
*%ith his fkvor and presence- Yea, believer, canst thou not see in 
hiany of thy ways wherein thou hast been permitted to go, that they 
have proved the very means of losing the sweet sense of thy Lord's 
presence? whatever outward profit or pleasure thou hast gained, 
Verily thou must confess to have sustained an inward loss. How 
doth it behove every disciple of Jesus to " consider his ways !" ' It is 
thy wisdom daily 'to reflect, what is the tendency of my present 
pursuit? what is my chief aim? what can I expect from the end of 
it? ami goin^ to gmtify the flesh in pleasing diversions and carnal 
delights? Stop one moment. Consider. Canst thou expect the 
presenceof thy God? cansttfioii lift up thy believing heart in prayer to 
Jesus to accompany thee? Certainly if it is not right to ask nor 
expect his spiritual presence to go with thy soul, surely there it is 
unlawful for thee to go. If thou canst not pray in faith, canst thou 
GO in faith? C) remember the love of thy Saviour, who died to redeem 
thee from tbis present evil world. Call to mind those joys and 
pleasures which are experienced from a sweet sense of his love and 
presence. Think how cutting to thy heart, how grieving to thy 
spirit, if under any vain indulgence Jesus should put this question. 
Disciple, lovest thou me more than these vanities? Better for Peter 
to have been in his Lord's presence with a cold body, than to have 
been warming himself with the high priest's officers and servants; 
for there he was blown down by the breath of a damsek 

It is related of a christian, of whom Satan had taken possession 
and greatly terrified and distressed her soul, that on his being asked, 
how he dared to enter into a cluld of God? He replied, ^ I feund her 
on my own ground, at the play-house ; therefore I challenge her as 
my servant.' Whether the story be true or not, the moral is good* 
Christians have no business on the devil's ground.. 

Not earth, nor all the sky Thou art the tea of love 

Can 6ne delight afford, , Where all my pleasures roll, 

N0| not a drop of real joy The circle where my passions move» 
Without thy presence, Lord. And centre of my sonU 
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Behold; the LdrA:0^ mU come tvifh a strong hand, <aii 
his arm, shall imle for him: Behold, his reward is with 
him. and his work be/ore him....Isa. xl. 10. 

WW # . 

What was foi^old in propKesyy is folfillcd in ^e fidth ^4 
experiencs of saints* Here are two notes of attentiont <* Behold ;" it 
highlf concerns thee* Take special notice* When the Lord Qod» 
0ur Immanuel Jesus) came to his templeY he found the beautiful 
building in sad disorder ; his spiritual worship lost; and ^^ his house 
of prayer turned into a den of thierea*" Behold^ with a strong hand 
and stretchedK>ut arm, with no weapon, but an insignificant acourge 
ei small cords, he drore the multitude from the temple. Amazing 
miracle! The meek Lamb is also '^the lion of the tribe of Judah*" 
So he came not only with a strong hand, but against the strong, aa 
some render it. So, beholdi he comes to take possesion of the 
temple of his people's hearts. This temple he finds in woeful plight^ 
All the powers of earth and hell are engaged against him. ^' The 
strong man armed keeps possession/' But precious, powerful Jesus^ 
casts out Satan, ^ters by his love, and rulea by hia Spirit, whert 
Satan reigned* But he comes not by power only, but by grace also.; 
behold, he briiig^s his reward with him* The distressed soul ho 
pardons* He clothes the naked soul with the robe of his righteous^ 
ne8s****he fiseds the hungry soul with good thingfi**..he giveth hi^ 
flesh to eat, and his blood to drink* Then how do their souls pant 
^er Jesus! how- do they hunger and thirst afler righteousness, and 
cry, and pray, ^ Lord, increase our &ith, that we may eat as thy 
friends, and drink larger draughts, as thy beloved, and be more 
abundantly satisfied with thy love I" 

Thus our Lord Christ rewards his people with the fruits of hi^ 
own toils, and the blessings of his own finiahed work and salvation i 
even with righteousness, peace/ and joy in the Holy Ghost* But» 
O Jesu, cries the poor sinner, " What a vile, sinful, carnal, earthly^ 
minded wretch am I still by nature!" Fear not saith Jesus, thou art 
called to look unto me* Behold, ^ my work is before me*" Have 
I' vanquished the powers of death and hdl for thee, and can I not 
conquer sin in thee, and subdue thy flesh under thee ? Was his 
blood the price of thy soul, and the atonement of thy sins ? Then 
must thou wait in feith for the total destruction of the last enemy sin 
and death, at his second coming ; when in the triumph of thy soul thou 
shalt proclaim the perfect victory of Jesus, and say, " Worthy is 
the Lamb that was alain^" &c«*«*Qev* v* 12.. 

Jesus, my Lord, is coxne ; How precious is thy work ! 

My heart now feels his pow*r s How. glorious thy reward! [love. 

He rules by his almighty arm^ Faith reaps thy spoils, my conquVing 

Blesft'd be the joy f ol hour. And i^es in thy word. M. 
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Jlfyson^givc me thim keurt.,..Prm. xscjik 2$. 

Many are thf competitor* for the heart of man. .Though our 
dear father and best friend, lovingly calls for the free-will offering 
Kjf: thi# piecious jewel, jr^ we are fo<4i|hly inclined to give it to our 
wpir|t enemies. Thiiipleaaing world, with all its guy scenes ofhap^ 
ph^eM and joy* attracts our a^Teoticoa, enchants our mind^, and be- 
witchea our senses; so that we love it dearly,, devpte our beam jto il 
cheerfully, ^d dr^ad the vc^ry thoughts of leai^g itgi«eatly. 
» ";jrh9U *balt have no other gods but me," saHh Jehovt^u Wo 
own. the <i«ty, and decry the wickedness of wcH^hippipg. an. i^ol ; 
thq^gh all the while we are servii^ the gqd of this world: he; bUndik. 
our lyes, ,and, we *ee it not. The grace di God, though aoverdgn ia 
Its opjer^cis^. yet acts not by force ^nd compulsion as upon ^nere 
machinej*, destroying the wiil,and dragging men to heaven by the.haiif 
of thp, he^^, ^s some in contempt please to Ms^rt*. No j the service 
of our Lord is perfect freedom. He iQves |^ cbearful giver. Glory. t» 
his grace, " heopensthe eyes of our understanding, to know what ijBtha 
hope pf his. calling, and what are the riphe^ of his glory".^.£ph. i. 18.. 
Then we see Jesus as our portion, apd treasure, thenwe willipgly 
^ cheerfully devote our hearts to him. Is the iniser'a gold hui 
^ ? does it captiva^ his hear^ and affections I why so ? Because h€» 
§ees th^ in it which suits his disposition, and excites hia pleasure* 
So it is of e.very other idol suited tp nature and senaev <^ Where the 
treasure is, there will the heart be also." Spiritual afTectiona c«| 
c^y be happy fron» spiritual objects. Th^ heart can only behap^. 
i^ G^. cheerfully given up to him. in isuth and loiie. This is the 
very essence of vital godliness. 

- O^r f atlier invites u» to spiritual joys* ».«I know, my childten^ 
V> XPur present state^ di^thed with R^aih you have manf lovers 
liFhich WjCmld rival «^e in your affections hut cheer&Uy devote youi^ 
befirt to xnp- iUt your eyes;b^ upqa my way«. Consider my love ta 
y€^« I gave my. beloved son to die fi^r you*. My spirit hath called 
yo\i to enjoy.my love. . It iamy good pleasure to give youakingdam^ 
$herf 6?re, ip love to my glory, and for your C99ifort, I demand your 
j^efirt i^.a free-will pfferii^,' Q where is the fiuthfiil, grateful soul, 
b^^ in ^^^cy 9f love will cry out, Give;, Lptd, the power to do what 
^Qti oommc^dest, and command what tboa wilt ^ 

My Heart ^t thou demand, my Lord When Satan tenipt$ and t^^9 allure ! 

A willirig sacrifice to thee ? From thee, to draw away my heart ; 

O take and keep it evVy hour Strong in thy grace, make me endure, 

From every bold usurper free. And never from thyself depart. M- 
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But he giveth more grace.. .Jtwics iv. 6. ^^ 

* • 

It is a sure mark that the true grace of God, by Jesus Christy 
is conceived in the heart, when the cry of the soul is for more grace» 
Thus there is an harmony between the Father's promises and tiitf 
children's wants* God giveth more grace : I daily need more, saith 
the sensible soul. ^' He that drinketh of the water of life, saith Jeinsi 
shall never thirst again:" he shall never thirst alter any other ibun* 
tain; he shaU seek to no other spring but mb» There is no grace» 
favor or good will fretn God to sinnersy but what b hf Jesus, through 
him) in him, and commnmchted from him* Here is the bdiever's 
mercy » he has not a slock of grace stored up in his own heart tcr 
live upon, which may be expended, and he is at last lost for want' of^ 
more. No. * But all the kindness and love of God towards bim is 
treasured u^ in Jesus* Here is the humility of believers; they 
come, like Joseph's brethren, to Jesus, who is their elder brother, for 
every supply ; out of his fulness they receive grace upon grace. Jesus 
is^n inexhaustible store-house, thereibre his member^ cannot want<^ 
God the Jather gave them grace at first in Christ Jesus; he called 
t)iem by his sovereign grace; he justified them fully by^ grace; he 
faves them daily by grace; he sanctifies them freely by grace; be 
comforts them ccHitbuaily by his grace.; and iie will- glorify theitf 
according to the exceeding riches of his grace. Thus all is of gr^ce, 
freely given to, and richly bestowed upon poor, vile, undeserving 

' I^ know there are these teasomngs in every bumbled sinner's hearty 
f,What suitable return do I make ? or what reward shall I give unto this 
Lord for all his blessings of grace .? O what a poor, unloving, un^ 
gfateful wriBtch am It how do I requite tb^ Lord my Gedl' Suck 
jp^i^he genuine language^ of gmdous hearts* The aboundiiigs oi 
grace make sinners humble, self hate&l, aftd sin abominable? " Not 
TSitber as we be slanderously reportedt^ and as some affirm that we 
say, Let. us do evil. that ^ood may come, whose damnation is ju6t«'^ 
-••Rom* iii. 6.. . If God giveth "more grace,'* then notoneofhift 
children that eve^ bad a single spark of the grace of Jesus, shall 
^ver go to hell fer wfAt of grace* Jt is equally as impossible, that 
a. gracious soul i^rnuld fall from God's love and grace, turn hater <^ 
him; and so be a prey to the devil, as it was for Lazarus to quit 
Abraham's bosom, for the flames of hell. The holy fire of gra£» 
being once kindled in the soul, never goes out* The fire of the altar 
was an emblem. of this* . It is. as true in this respect of gracioua 
Spuls, as it is of the wicked in another, "their fire never goes out*'^ 
Why not ? because " grace reigns through righteousness unto eteiHid: 
Ufe*"*«**Rom* v. 21* 
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^Fearfulness and trembling are come upon me, and horror 
hath ovenvhelmed me.,. .Psalm Iv. 5. 

Such was the mournful complaint of David ; yea of Jesus too, the 
»0ot and offspring of David. " Lo, an horror of i^eat darkness fell 
upon Abraham the &ther of the faithful/'....Gen. xv. 12. So the Lord 
suffers his dearest children to be distressed; yet it is their privilege j 
and they are again and again exhorted to " rejoice in the Lord ahvay." 
•«..Phil. iv. 4. Under such frames, let not disciples entertain hard 
tjBioughts of the God of love-j but ever remember they are heightened 
by our adversary. Least of all should humble followers of the LtiCmb 
^ifidge themselves not to be true converts, because they have not 
experienced ' such dreadful terrors of hell and damnation in their 
conscience, as some talk o^ 

It is an unscriptural notion; the word of God lays down no such 
rule, that the soul must be under suchdeep conrictionspf horror, must 
be as it were shook over the very mouth of hell, as a mark of tru6 
conversion to Jesus. Innumerable are the instances of persons crying 
out under dreadful terrors of wrath and damnation, as though hell 
itself was let loose upon them for a season; but yet after all, being 
still unclean and fiHhy, ^^ like the dog to his vomit, and the sow to 
her wallowing in the mire,** they have turned back to their old courses; 

Thanks to the loving Spirit, he doth coiivince of sin, not as a tor* 
mentor, 'merely to.tertify with wrath and hell, but as a comforter, 
to testify of Jesus and salvation. H^ opens the eyes 6f our under* 
standing, to see our lost state and wretched condition, and he gives 
OS to see the hope of our calling, 8cc."*...£ph. i. 18. ^^And the 
fruits of the Spirit are love, peace, joy, 8cc.'*.«..Gal. v. 23. He 
works effectually. He teaches us by the law to despair in nature 
and self, and revives and comforts with hope and assurance of full 
and perfect sahation in Jesus. But while the spirit of truth sowd 
the good seed of the kingdom in the heart, Satan sows tares to 
spring up and choke it. He works upon our unbelief, practises his 
devilish art upon our carnal reason, and suggests, that God is an 
implacable eij^emy ; the meek Lamb is a devouring lion ; the gospel id 
ji cunningly devised fable, or requires such hard terms, which we can 
never fulfil ; therefore misery, wrath, and hell must be our doom. He 
is ever an implacable adversary ^o salvation by Jesus, through sove- 
reign love and distinguishing grace. Such terrors ftre to be prayed 
agtdnst rather than coveted. David knew whence they came; sayshe^ 
^Because of the voiceof the enemy and the oppression of the wicked 
ene,"..».verse 3. Praised be our dbar Lord for that precious promise, 
^ When the enemy shall coinac in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord 
shall lift up a standard against him," and put him to flight..^ 
Isa* lix. 19. 
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The Lard G4>d is u sun and shield: ike Ijord tmll give 
grace and glory : no good thing will he withhold from 
thmt tkat xMik tspnghify.... Psalm lx:xxiv. 11. 
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. -.. VviiQAtL minds have l)ut very contracted ideas of the magnitude 
pf that glorious lu«xina,ryr the 3U0« The most knowing of the children 
of men, form but very inadequate notions of the nature and properties 
of that grand source of light and heat. We daily' see his power aivd 
feel his influence* This he incessantly sheds upon the whole creation 
Fa^liLY* ilo^ vain and ai*rogant would he be deemed, wlio should 
pretend he could procure the chearing light and comforting warmth 
ci'ithesun! t)welb there, in the breast of man, a thought, that he 
can procure the light of grace ;. or by his doings entitle himself to the 
comforts of .salvation from Jehovah ? Yes ; so vain, so arrogant is 
>hat yil^ wprin, that weak creature, proud, fallen man* By sii^ 
how stjT^t of all but sh^n|e! by pride, he " opposeth and exalteth 
Binckself. above all that is called God*"-.*2 Thess* ii* 4. But grace, 
lik^ the streaming light of t£ie sun, freely and powerfully sheds its 
^jpigH) Jiumbling, comforting influence upon the ungodly and,ux>* 
woithy« So the. t^rd enlightens and renews the soul of man ; makes 
ix. fruitful to his glory; and with his.dmighty arm shields and defends 
thp^ue^rhorn, heavenly replenished spulj from the violent attacks of 
every Ibe* Qrace as well as ^ory are God's free gifls. ] 

Cbiidr^ pf God, members of Jesas, how^afel salvation*' how 
aecure ! For it is all of rich grace^ free favor, unmerited love, uncon- 
ditional election; not earned by any doings of ours, bul freely given 
by pixnnise* Glory, not procured by conditions, bi2t freely bestowed 
throu^ Jesus* See thy pgrtion, beUever.**.re^d it with joy .-.dwell on 
it with triuimi^h. Here is a redundancy of promises; what the Lord i^ 
«...what the Lord will give, will give it freely, " without money and 
without price," all thmgs, every thing for his own glory, and his chiU 
dren's^odf Love overflows all bounds; gives the fullest vent to its 
gracious disposition. No good thing will the Lord withhold* From 
whom? Seethe character of those, upon whom the sun of grace hat^ 
shined. Is it thine? They are not in angelitpurity/or sinless perfect 
tion ; but upright, sincere in keart'widi Jesus, chaste virgins, marrie4 
to him in faith and love, they see that be is all in all toth^ '^ tlieir 
wisdom, righteousness^ sanctification, and redemption* '^ They choose 
him %" their only Idng to reign in them and rule over them in love |^ 
delist in his work and way, grieve for,%trive and pray against all that 
is contrary to him* .. Of their Bins they are ashamed.***in their owq 
rightepusness they haveno ccmfidence. In Jesus their bridegroom they 
gfory. It is truly 'saidof them, '^The upright love tliee.*'.a».CahtIi. 4! 
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'^ The Father him^lfl(^thydu...Jdfin%}n/Q7. 

The history of the life of sorrowSf Mid dttitti of ahamci oirse 
ind agon7» which Jesus sustained for siimersy wu it believed perfiecUjr 
in the hearty would fill the mind with the strongest alBection,'and 
inflame the soul with tiie most fervent Tove. Bnt alasi all have 
reason to.complun for' want of greater love to Chiist^ and stronger 
fidth in him* O xmbelief, what an enemy to love! Our love keeps 
pace with our faith. As the one grows stronger, the other incifeasetlU 
But if faith grows weak, love declines* Yet no 4)ne poor sinner that 
believes the record of Jesus' love and salvadon, as his only hope and 
confidence, but love, in some degree, b drawn out to Jesns ; for ^^ &itb 
worketh by love*"^ The soul in its first love, and for a season peihapSy 
sees and knows only the love of Christ, and thinks little ^bbtit th« 
^ love of the Father." It may be, he considers, that what the Saviour 
did and suffered for sinners, was to procure the lov^ of the Father to 
them, and to appease the fiiry of his wrath against them. But this i^ 
not right. Let no disciple think so. For, saith the Saviour, ^'Thcf 
Father himself loveth you*". Yea he teache^ us the love tfthe 
Father^ as the only source and spring of his conutg in' the flesh to 
save us*..*fi>r << God so loved the world, that he gave his only bego^ei^ 
Son, to the end, that whosoever believeth in him should not peridh» 
but have everlasting life."..* John iii. 16. 

Hence it is plsdn, God the Father loves sinners....Ioves theminex* 
pressibly....with the greatest affection. For he gave, who?, an ang^U- 
an archangel i myriads of the heavenly host ? No ; but one- infinitely 
more dear to him, his Son, his only begotten, his dearly beloved So% 
who lay in his bosom from all eternity, that we might ^^ believe on 
him, and live in him." So, the effect proves the cause. It is plain the 
love of the Father to his people, is prior to the Son's cominjg into^he 
world to save theiny or to their belief on Jesus. For, says our L6rd> 
" No man can come unto me, except the Father draw him."«.«.jQhn 
vi. 44. And because the Father ^^liath loved us with an everlastings 
love, therefore with loviiig kindness he draws to Jesus." << Behold,. 
(O ye followers of the Lamb) what manner of love the Father hathi 
bestowed upon us.".... I John iii. 1. Trace his love to the fount^dn-: 
head. The holy Spirit of truth.teacheth, that *<God the FaOier of our: 
Lord Jesus Christ hath phosen us in him, before the founndation <rf! 
the world, and hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in Christ 
JesUs, and hath predestinated us to the adoption of children by Jesus 
Christ to himself." To what end is this I ev«i "to the pndse of the 
H^oryof his grace, wherela he hath mirie. us^ aetqited inthe.be^ 
lo?ed.'*....Eph. i. 6, Sec. 

YoL. L U 
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/ kneto a man VkCkriit ubmf fourteen j/farsag^3 iUch Ar 
one caught un to the third heaven....^ Cor. xii. 2. 



Vision S9 Buau{itat^tioik% mptores and eestaciet of toi^l, tibeiiab 
kmoi from God htmscUy (which iheve is every good reason to suspeet, 
tudesa they amk the sonl m hamiHty, a^d excite such ftove to Jeans 
aa is fiyanded in knowledge and productive of obedienpe), are not to 
be gloried o£ St« Paul Sj^ya* it is not expedient foi^ me to glory. I 
knoar the danger^ I fear the evil of it; from the pride and treacherf 
of my natare* It tends to exalt one above measvie ; and to make 
others thii|k more hig\dy of one than they ought to think* Therelbre, 
on these accounts glorying of these things is to be avoided* Indeed 
the cause of truth may require it> and the gloEry of God ix(ay . be pro^ 
noted by it* Though cm these accounts it may he expedient to glory ; 
yet it is not expedient for the christian's own sake to do it* So Pau! 
declared. Yet he did glory ; for necessity compelled him* * 

Behold) admire, and imitate the humility of this great apostle, ^^1 
knew a man in Chrii^*' fcc« When he speajis of himself^ it is as a 
poor sinner, under the most humbling,' self-abased views. Then it is 
I MvsxLF«.^Rbin» vii* But here, lest ostentation should appear, he 
conceals himself imder the character of another man* What a oon<* 
trast is here between self-exaking principles and the grace of tho 
gospel ! How widely different is this from the notions many pro&ssara 
entertain I For if they can but give a tolerable account of some 
vision, revelation or manifestation, which they suppose wf» from 
God, they conclude they knovf their sins are forgiven^ and all is welU 
Perhaps this might pass on them fourteen years ago, more or less* 
But what is their frame and temper now ^ what their pursuit and 
practice? If no evidence of £Euth, hope, love and obedience, but if 
while sunk into carnality and th^ love of the world, yet strong in 
confidence that their sins are forgiven, jind bold in hope4>f tho safety 
of their state; surely such are blinded to the hope of the gospel, 
through the spirited this world* Satan transforms him, from K 
minister of darkness, into an angel i^ light* Luther was wont t« 
caution against the white devil, as well as the bkck onor St* Jobn*9i 
advice is ever needfo), <^ Beloved, believe not every spiyit, but try 
the spirits, whether they are of Cod : because wm^f. iitso prophets 
are goneout into the world/'»«i'.l Jdim iv» U 

• • * . . 

Faith i^ h!t^n true comfort brin^s^ Then while liy feith I Jkf9% know* 

It ma^'es avd keeps, it humble too. . Aipdpcac^ andi^va and joj do wfnng ^ 

Ghiistian experieaceiie'ierexahsi Of Cnrist aloar» 111 fiery now» 

Bat gives to Chrlft his fiery due. . lloticlf;batGhrisM'A|PBak»^*i^' 
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Tkis is a great mystery, bu^ it is a coi^iforting ^truth in the 
experience of Christ's members. ' Our Saviour saith', " It is my meat 
to'do the Will of hiiA that sent Me*'* 9b if is the believer's privilege to 
tetihf fidth on him that is sent, even the fiesh and blood of Jesus: 
the MAii ^ Uke mito ourselves in tA things.*^ But his flesh is pur^ 
and holy, hisbltrad iAifiiaculate afid untmted, without nn:'* ^ere^ 
'Inre heftHlKRiI fw \ht s6ul t^ {^t& upon, and to be nourished up to 
'fctemaS life. ' tifC cbtiMet, acml, <<CfcHst suffered xd tfae^esh" bHI 
the fi^' wraih and ^eadfol tutsbs df G^'d pure and hoty Tscwi 
Which W^ deseiV^, beoaiis^ transgressofst*' €h^t, ii^ M# ({esh> peN 
fectly fulfilled all tlie deina^i of Godni %hte6us law, aM s6 wrbugM 
ouit a nghteouftness Ibr lUs who have M rightefousness of our owiti* 
^ In the bod/ of his flesh he hath reconciled us who were aliens and 
^ndtni^s to God; and in the body of his fl<6sh, through death, hi 
presentfii ns unto God, lM>Iy, fmblameable^ and unreproveable in M^ 
aight.".»..CoL i. fe 1, 2^4 Sul>e1y then the flesh of Jesiis "is meat m* 
4eed.'^ The richest repast, the Bdiost delicidus banquet for |>bef# 
aimiersl *\ I 

Christ's " blood & drink indeed/" Mofct pnicious kt ?ts hatiirfe | } 
most i*evivin^ to the thirsty wM^ O believer! the blood of this Gob* * 
Man was shed for thy sins; it hath fully atoned <fiviile justice fbf 
them; and ^< yod, who wei« io^iitfstifne afar off, are now xhade nvgh " 
to God by the blood of Jesus.'*i«^&ph. il. 1 3. " iBy his blood peaci 
is madeil^rith GodA..»Ct^.i. JO* « And the blood of Jesus Christ 
cleanseth floni all mn.*'....! Johni. 7.. Thus is Christ's flesh and 
blood the lifl of the.souU Hear the triuinphant soAg of the saintil 
in gldry. ^ Jesiis hath loved us^ and washed us f^om our sins in hii 
own blbod/'..««llev. i» 5« Theltr confession of victory over Satan tk^ 
accuser of ^Heif souls is " by the hibod of th4i Lamb.*^ What is nef# 
theif glory and triumph above^ was once the fbod of their souls whil^ 
poor sinners here below. For ih every age^ believers did all ^< eai 
of the same spiiitual meat, and drmk oF th^ bam^ i^piritual drinks 
the flesh and blood of Christw".*.. i Cor. x. S, 4* 
. This food Strengthens man's heaii. This drink makes him of « 
eiieerfal'EOuntenahce. ^He dwelledt in me,^' skith Christ, by i 
secret myatioal unioiw So' saith the Psalmist, *^ Lord, flibu hast been 
ouAlfeeUinjff^boe in ail «{|esi^' >< and I ill Umy" by-siwedKmaiii^ 
festation, knowledge and comlbvt, by faith. UMMM^ bRbflilf^l 
glorious privilege, thus to receive» thus to feed upon Christ in the 
heart by faith ( For, saith (ihrist,J ** He that eateth ine, shall Ifre b^ 
me ; he hath eleraal iifia." Sneh are Christ's aW6et words mid hcar^* 
welcome to hi»Qh6iMf', eat, O fiends! dl&iM^ Ob«lc^Vi^ ^^Ba^ikrf 
brditd with joyi and drink thy wine with « merry heart«"«..«EGclrix«7# 

4 



IM MAY ar.^ 

tJHi^e'lkiligs haveJwritien unlo.jfmtp thut.bgfieveJn ifm. 
name of the Son o/Godj that ye may know that ye have 
.eternal life, oM that ye may believe on the name qf the 
St^ofGoiL...lJohny. IS. 

LiTTis* Benjanun was as tieir to his btlier Jacob as Kisi elder 
brethren. * The child Sionud was^as truly a ptiestto the Lord us eM 
£IL 80 the feeblest lamb in theflockof Jesus, though 0Ter so weak 
in fiith<a&d knowledge, fet is equally dear tdi the' Fftfher^as Hre 
stlDbjieM bdie^er.tiiiloved With the s«aie everlasting ioye*.;.6|ike 
inl^rei^etf in the salvation of Jesus*«.«and as certainly, an l&eirof 
etiS^^al'lilb.' M«iy weak children are ready to own tUs; but'they 
dofibf iieitheif tnihds, and suspect in their hearts, not happily know* 
io^i^%iorWen$ comibrt&Uy ^sored of tO^r <iwn tntsrestin the sal^ 
yaikiin 6fJtpk* The^ were such ih the aposile's^ays ; therefeie the 
codliiMkerMspires'the belo^ John to write to them. He condesceilds 
to^Mir Ire^laieM piP ImcMedge iuid comfort, because of the small 
degree of their fiuth; but yet he speaks with the strongest assurance 
fUkdl^e GMd^t t6hidenceof the truth of salyatian by Jesus. That 
is nlo'^^ftaitu 'Eternal £fe is by Jesus only ; and is sute' toevery 
member of his. ' Do ydu believe on the name of the son of Ood, as the ' 
only Silvkiur oflost sinners! This truth Bes at the Ibundatiw ofthe 
h(^of tiie gospel: when this is believed in the heart, that soul has 
th^ earliest of eternal fife* By continuing to betiere, it gains know* 
le<i|^ and assurance, Us the comforts of &ith* WhCn die Spirit has 
bestewed the pri^dous gift <^ fiutil, i^ matters tot, as fo the safety 
pt tKid soul, how weak soever it may be in the experience nf comfort 
ftnd'joyT nor how much it maiy feel the workin]|rs of carnal nature, 
rea^, and unbelief against fUth/ Its sensible groanings' and sofrow-^ 
fill cbmplainte are evidences of the life of the soul, throligh the l^th 
of JesCis* 3ut is tht^ poor soul Uwaysto abidti in this Weak, low, - 
lAoSn^g stated No; that cannot foe* ' Jesus will make hik members 
€OX3(l!oitabIe, jas Well as safe. The Spirit who begets &ith in the Heart 
by fhe ward> »ki*ength4ns It also by the same truith* Faith comes by 
beajxhg the word, and it is also inc^ased thereby* Tlierefore is Jesus 
and eternal life revealed. The apostle's w^e of this, and ministers 
preach'6f this, that weak faith niay be strengthened, strong &ith 
inci|eased....that kndwledge and as^ranCe may be comfortably eh-* 
joy^...tlttt befievm may continu^^^^ believe, 'and persevere in 
beli^^ on the Son of trod; who h «^the ftuthtfr aioditi^heitfVi^ 
faith.*|rjEIeb. zii. 3. . 

Jesus, ^l^jbbii^Qtfior of my faith, , 'Eternal life it^sure' to latth, 
TboifaatW of eternal nie; O may 1 know *tis iare'to Ids, 

Atuir^ liie thai 1 4p believe^ '/ . That I may love thee more and more; 
O pi^ W eh¥ to dcmlnf ol itrilSB. Whilst faith fia4 hope grow itrona ia 

ihec. * M. 
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In the Lard hme IHgh^^nincssmdsttenglk^:..!^. xlvta4» 

*' Tb trust in our own righteousness, and to glory in our own 
strength) is nf^tural to us all. Btit when a pocH* siimer '^kno^sJum- 
se)f, .even as tie is known of the LoihV he thinks* otherwise. Wi»Qii 
h^ .becomes a fbUoV'er of the. Lanhy he le^nas the httguage of 
Camian,. and says, ^^I have no oonfidanceinUie Aesh,'! J subscril^ 
wi^ my whole htait, to this ^ooiession of £euth» ^' In the Lord iiave^ 
I nghteousuass and stQeagth." T^^t the I^ord Jehovah is a God pf 
rightesousnesSf and that he is ahniglttf in strength* who wiU^.daft 
dmy? ButbyfMth we speak the iimn conM^Mti^l* knowledge <0f 
coareftant ^^ce « l* a poor sinner,' who am withouit stitaigth, destitnlcf 
of^K^teousness in myaeli^ have both stri^ngth j»d? rigbtfcmwursa in 
Jchovah« What I axa» a sinner: by naUu?e Md pn^qtifie, that S^ffCHk 
became by imputajtjcm* What Jesus it^ ia bis natUM^ and by hia lifiit 
pexfectly ^igbtecus, that I am in him* In;Bi)(0elf I hKv«aOfiMghitt 
no^^trength, but ^<in the twi J^sui am I«til9pgi atrcmsMi bisi^ 
and in ih^ power of his xaight*" r * . , 

This is the glorious gi^ace, the. joyful trath.flf U)^ everlMtitig oofre^ 
nant.. ^^phhonor have'alitjhesaintsof J^siti^s bit perfisa righteoua* 
Re99 th^r cleathing; .bi» abnighty strength their prertectmu Wh<> 
then »i^aU condepii^ tliem? What power, can. prevail, against d|aa^ 
O believer 1 rejoice, in. thy. privilege* This is thy triuiyiph against 
eveiy. accuiiation, <^ In <tesus I have rigbteeusni^s/' This is jsxfyic* 
toiy over every enemy, ''In Jesus I have strength/' Under thd^ 
inqst discouraging views of my nature} aa corrupt and sinfuU-my 
Iifeand practice,, as unrighteous«...tbe. cpnd^mnings of th^ law« 
^ougb ju3(.«^the accusations pCSataS) though grievo|iSo..yet in my 
glorious covenant head and representative, I am '' made the rig^« 
teoiisQess of God; in tb^ beloved Son of God I am (or ever ac* 
ceptpd/' Under th^ most ^qecting sense of our own weaknessi to 
wi^istapd cp^^P^^^^ to. get the mastery over sinful passions, tt>^ 
prcvivl. fj^inst our t^nemies; though, weak to perfcnn an/ duty, 
insufficjient to exercise. any gr^pe, imable io dp the wi^ pf God, to. 
widk in Us wax^,. and to please him; yet ever, under all circum- 
stances, . the Spirit t^9U6es pf Jesus, ^ who is our strength and righ*- 
teoui^ness*" Ail.^lness is in Jesus; and ''out of .his fulness we 
receive grace for grace:" Though "without Christ we can do 
nottung; .ye1;» through Christ strei^^tbeoing hs^ we can do all 
thiug.a^*^^. Here is the. mystery pff^ith* *' Abide in pa©," salt 
Lamb* 



itfaghfi. 



Poor helpless worms in thee possest Let faith and leve always e0mbine» 
Grace, wiadomj pow'r, and ri|^htoott8- To caasc thii preciooa truth to shMV^ 

a«49k . . We aUinets poor, and fall of aieed« 

.Thou art our mighty alz., and we U^veaU thin^t, in ourgioHoas BSAft. 
dory, O.Loxd,' only i» thbi. * M/ 
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* 

) O "VHt^tr ttlilt of ^e«i^ <<!§€ ftut ^Ifo tfnUl fimake thee ; Bitid it 
riKMit thy Mck, wHl6 in n^dli the tabit of tlHne he^t \ it dudl be health 
|0 thy navely atid marrow tb th]^ hQiies."-MProy. tii^ 3, 8. Iq the 
Taith (^ thlS) thcAi wilt live in \krm and gtutitude to God, in cheerful 
Obw^ha; \,6 \m sovereigti will, tod in confident hope and earnest 
^^^ecfdSiolh ^ ^^mal gfloryi While thdu wilt he daily dying to eyer^ 
icamal hope And le^t- c<xifideh6e, 6y th^ atoAehieht and righteous^ 
ne^s of Jes^sy faifi grace Mil he all thy plea, all thy hope, and all tbf 
l^haryhig. Heitiby th^ t^lt be kept humble, afid walk safely. Tha)k 
«iai«to6tor pHdb f>feViit not against thee," is a ha|>py part of thtt 
glo(M6«tt*Miltatioh, ao lis to Mibihit to n^peive it as entirely of gtaci^y 
free fa^^^ HUeOhdlGai^ eleetibn, unmerited love, ^< according to th^ 

f6dd {>l^ii^f>d^ <X the ^ill of G6d the Father* V*«£p^* i« ^« ^^ }P 
%Wt^¥,l^t dftAciE) tfaer€lbre S^fe and savini; to all theajHlritual seif^ 
Of Jic8tt%.. AU^ onV Aaftiil% a^ averie tb It. Nothing in us coidd 
deserve a right to it, or procure a title In it. It is freely {mclaoneft 
t6thh Wkl^et ^»f 'MA-^e^ertiiig, ^Who have neither power nor 
mMikrii^&ff td^rfoi^i^ iliiy teri^ and conditions to obtain an interest 
in it*' But th!6 L6#d*6 hind laid the foundation ; his power will raise 
4^ a^pem^Qdture} •<^He n^l bring forth the head-stone thereof 
#ICh shoutihgft M &R<Aci:, ^aAC£'«"«..«Zech« iv. 7» 
''^J8alv%tl6i& is by Bis¥titoi;tskzK6 grace. << One shall be tl^eti 
Iftkl fthbOi^r left:*' « CMe of a cky* and two of a family,".... Jer. iii« U..:* 
Kftbrn^de^teV the Loi6 \h pleased to separate to himself as vessels bf 
h^itor. The effects of saving grace are distinguishing^ it works 
^C^ilty id thetix tliat believe: ^^They are called with an holy 
eidHng''.i..^^ossess 'the taith of Gdd*a elect....experience repentance 
f6' stfvMioh. They f!R#er from their fenher selves in hope and 
edndtict, aiid'are distitigttished also frbib the worlds ^^that lies in* 
Incked^^d." Uddef its sovereign inBuence such a change w^a 
wtbufeh't ift Paul, that he, ^*whb pet*secutcd Jesus and his member^^ 
^eaehed thb <6iith he once de3troyed.'^...Gal. i. 33. So evet^y subject 
df gtaee^ \i ehaiiged in judgfnent and afitecdon. He no longer tiikiks 
gi*ac6 U to assist him to do something to gain acceptance with God; 
But he khows ** 6bd hath made us accepted in the beloved, to the 
jK^aise bf the glbry oif his grace. "... *Eph. i. 6. Hence his affection^ 
ire placed dpofi the God of all grace, as his center of all happiness 
lhi||tou^e of all felicity.' He delights <^to run the way of God's 
cofl^iandments." It is his joy that Jesus flies upon the wings ot 
the wind to his relief. He loves to fly on the wings of faith and love 
tqhini« He daity ]^i^s 'Ho he fiHed with the fruito of rt^leousnessi 

which ditt by Jesu» Chribt jto^e glory and praise of God."....Pha.i.' 1 U 

.•*.♦.•.. ^ . ^ .■ . .- ' 

, . . . -*> 
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JTof is we, nyi moth^, that thw Aa^thtfmsmf; « mmi ^ 

> sirife, and a mm, ^ cpi^t4miiQ» te (h^ z^kfif '^fimtk ! I 
'^ rkave neither lent on usury , nor men have tent tome on 
' \ tiiuryy yet every one of them doth curse me. . , Jerl >i v • 1 0, 

It is sweet conso^t^ou ^o DewrbQiti s^v^ls to jgiQwtti^^ «^t^ U^ 

^.Ttcome to. Verily» wth Paul, *^^to ?(I9*h)^ 9ian^,an4 ^#9, tti^ 

' i^hy of the . living iiodg fui4 ¥nt9 tke hejkvep) j J^u%^m^|%.*.}ii^* 

jtii. 22. JEven to ^l the kIofJouj^ PriyilfJgeV©f ,J^»4s,^qii||i!ch ar^ 

>i5igdoiniOf love, gface ai^l^ pelage. Tt^ utroi^ fjaK^^ tkmghi 

fOI|le8i|ifinitely«ho|tofol^•^g%faYQl^Si|%^ :^ii^s«»tj^M^gi4 

fompaay yo^ are come t^, '^aninji^is^er^bk^joiiLj^^^qf ij^g^^ thp 

jggperal assewibly ^d cl^jircli^f the J&j-jij^^p^, w)^^B$^ae^|»^eifn% 

;en in h^avenj and to God. tl^e JH^ off^ an^ tQ;tJ^e s^iritl ofjusj^ 

men ma^e perfect and to ^^suf the.M^ator. of .|}^^ i^^w coveji^^gli 

ipdto the.blo^pf aprinklipg." ver.SS, 24|. Apdli^^c^stu^i&lu;^ 

^race thus ho^^ed u^ ? Shall tl^e church ohf fi^otb^ P^^^ us foif hi 

And will not the world take knowledge of u^ tl9<|9^t iifehf^Yf bee|^,]0fit^ 

j[esus ? That cannot be, for theq we sho^l^ b^ ^^i^li an4 p^ 8ffis# 

For all are partakers of the worlds hatred^ as sqpn aa ^1^ %ppe^ ^S 

be the object of God's love, and live ^s \^s adopted qhildi^ J^ feiU^ 

What a strict bai:mony is ^ere between th<^ pr9pl)etii ai^ 8,;a^^f]^ 

tb^ Old. Testam^t,, and the apostlea and disciples, of Jesvi^ vu^^f 

the New ! Wh^it strong confirmation, that botb are.tai^l^t, by thf 

same Spirit I In this one truth they both perfei^Uy a^e^ ^^^P, %l^ 

|iot of the world, therefore the world h^teth us*".** John,3^v« 1 9» B\i^ 

parvel not, saith our loving Jesus, it is not you, b^tii(ie tfn^ h^^^ 

I am the principal object of h$itred, you only for my sa]f:e« J^i^f 

foor souls are ready to cry out, ^' Woe is me.*- What a:^ I alwayji 

^ live thus in strife e^nd contention ? Is not my deportipent s^id caj^^ 

f iage towards the children of this world quiet and inoffensive ? ^p^ 

they will not think so, unless you do as they do, live J^ tb^]f Jiy^ 

|l;41ow their vain customs, and partake of their carni^l joysj ^ I ^ay|{ 

IP^ither borrowed nor lent**' Verily, this plea of^excus<^jif^t|Kf| Q||asi 

vf offence. For this they will curse us as ov^r*ri|;hteou% pre^^f 

fppls. But stoop to borrow their ways^ and lend yourself to tb^ 

custon^s and pmctic;es, cast in yojur lot with themt and all, will bn 

IPFeQ ; peace and friendship will subsist. But nq; w^ prefer 8pi|nt:\M\) 

i^loFsldp with Jesus above all: we dare not forsa]^ bim, nor Wl^ 

^ Father'% displeasure* We loiow <'the friendship of t^q ^rl^ 

^ OGRnity ^t^ God*'**^ James iy« 4* 

Usit tiMm t^ Saviour's marfc^ my toiil i My J«ittt» teaeli me* iliQr by &t^i ."* 
Hated of men for Jesu's sake ? To glory in thy cross. 

Slick honor is thy chiefest joy [sake. O may I live and prove this tiruth, 
Christ's glory, thou shouldst ne'er for* All gain but thee, is loss. M. 
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In hope tff eternal l{fc, which God that cannot li^, ^d^ 
misedbtfare-thetv0rtdbegan...:Tit.i. 2. - 

Christ's 6lMet> »re tiie trophies of his victory, the triumphs of 
his croM, and the glbrJF of his crown. Though naturally captives and 
slaves to the god of l^is world, the prihce of the power of the airr. 
yet vrhen rescued by se>Vfreign grace, they hear the shepherd's vb!cc* 
and follow him. But«t present they are prisoned of hope. The scat 
is imprisoned and imBiored in the noisome walls of the flesh, exposed 
to many taunts and jeers of the enemy, and liable to many fre&h ralfies, 
and onsets ftdm the prince of darkness* Often through their views 
feemg darkened, and fytm opposing hists of the flesh they fear^ and 
are tn doubt whether they shall ever arrive at the glorious mansions 
4i liberty and love* The moft they look to and cons^er themselves, 
the more discouragements arise* But if eternal truth and almlght}^ 
j^wer, ' founded in everlast&ig, unchangeable love, can secure them' 
and bring them to glory, they are surely safe now«*..they shall be 
^emally happy in glory* 

' Hath the God of truth promised eternal life before the woridt 
^gan? who then could this promise be made to? Verily, to no other 
but Jesus the surety of the everlasting covenant: the head and re* 
presentatire of ail his chosen members. O soul, before conversion 
to J^us, thou wast a dead sinner^thdut hope. Hast thou faith in 
]esus? then hast thou ^ the faith of God's elect, and dost acknowledge^ 
file truth, which is afler godliness." Thou hast also eternal Ytfei 
in hope now; and the possession is' as siire to thee, as if thou wksf 
in actual enjoyment of it. The eternal God of truth must become a' 
liary if thou fail of thy hope. Was eternal life promised upon 
4Dertain conditions? lesus hath performed them all. He became 
aurety to this very end. God the Father is perfectly satisfied, and 
eternally glorified with his work. God the spirit bears witness to it.' 
Hereby hope is established in the heart. O then take heed riot to 
invert the order of the gospel, lest thy mind be perplexed, hope 
cloiided, and Satan gain an advantage. Be thankful for the grace of 
hope ; but ever glory in the God of hope'. Frames and feelings ofteti" 
ittiry': they may delude and deceive. Gifts maybe lost; graces 
Ae^ne* Jesus our hope cannotl "He is the same yesterday, to-' 
Jby, and forever* Wherefore arc eternal transactions revealed? but' 
lor God's glory and the confirmation of his pebple^s faith aftd hop^ 
in God^ and'ta^ excite love -in him. Ever remember, by grace fh 
are saved, '^accor^ng to the promise of Hfo, which iis' in Christ- 
Jesus**v*2 Tim* i* I* . . ,, * 
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Wh0soeDer beHeveth thatJtsus is the CJiHsty is^barn <tf 
God.. ..I John V. \. • 

\. It is too common for many of God*A <Jear QbUdren to perplex 
«ii4 distress their minds, in seeking' after marks and^evidences of.thi^ 
Bc^w-burthi while they top often. expect to. ^d thein outwardly in the 
ti^esh) ii^teadof locking; inwardly to th^sji^ptf . For tjtie ^s[ati§fa<;tioiiL 
imd comfort of God^s children^, the Holy C^pst halh iaid down this 
inward evidence, faith, as an incontestable ma]:k of a new-born squI. 
When Peter made that glpnous confeaaion^^Thou art, Christ thtt 
Son of the. living God/' Jesus replies, " JBIesse4 art thou, Simon*; 
$esh and'.blpod hath, not revealed it unto thee, .but my Father who i* 
m heaven." All the ppwers ^nd abilities pf huanan nature and reaspA 
(so fipr from teachmg).are at enputy ^inst this $oul-saving ^^s 
No man can teach ii his brotherrso ^s to cause, his heart to ^receive 
and pelieye it. It is a knowledge only revealed by the Spirit ; receivet 
and believed by heaven-born souls, that the j^an Jesus is the oi>\ 
Saviour..*.that he is the anointed of God, to the work of salvation^ of 
lost sinners. The very deyils know and confess this| but wit^ut 
uny hope of salvation hereby. But when any poor sinner is ^al^^^ 

to believe this in his heart, it is. a blessed evidence of the love; o^tlit 

■ ^ • • • • . ' ' i*« 

Father, and the power of the Holy Spirit. Then "he hat^.j^ht 
It witness in himself, that he is bom of God*" He hath the in^rj^<an< 

€vjiidence of a child of God within him. As the gift of Jesussis^ ^ 
fruit of God's everlasting. love, so ftdth in Jesus is the fruit of \i\i 
having " died for pur sins, and rose again for our justification,^^ 
ascended to the Father, and sent the Holy Ghost to testify bf^mf 
This belief, honors the God of truth : glorifies the God of ^r^ce, by 
Receiving the testimony he hath given of his bdoved son, Jesus, fi 
is a. holy foith; it dwells in holy Hearts, and producethi bo)y finals* 
Happy the heart, that hath received this power and priyilegi^^^jto 
become a son of God. The love of the holy trinity is upbii^ such ^ ^j^ 
Jt is his privilege, like the happy eunuch^ "to go on his way/rejpic; 
, ing^" tt is his happiness ever to be, " looking unto Jesus th^' author 

and finisher of our faith..«.relying on Jesus who is our rightebiis- 
ness, 1 Cor« i. SO»...trustinK in Jesus, who is our hope, 1 Tim. i. K'.u 
rej<ncmg in Jesus, who is our psacx^ £ph. ii. 14..«.glorying m Je$:u|, 
ivho is our atonement^ Rom. y. ll...iimd Aiis lobk^ 
of our lx>nl Jesus Christ unto eternal' Iifcl"."..rjudei verse. 2 1,"' V 

S^esorVeigm w9l of <2rod atone Kewni«dd»»HaWcaivnat.vitadi^/. 

,;.Cjre»Wuahfii[i.^|r»CjBj.^ . .,AnAf9ipnjj^g;j5^^ -^V 

Born lA the image of his Soiii Our quickened. ^ouU 1^. liM^h a^isi^' ., 

A new peculiar vace. From the 16Ag ftieep df deatfh; ' "" 

The Sg1i^» like ft6mc heav'nl}r windy On heav'nly things we $x e«reyes» . 

Blows on the sons of lleih. And praUc employs our breath. > 

' Vol. L W 
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^TIlf^ ^ai4 his zoifi^ untp J^ d0^ t^^ si^ Pffm 
integrity? Curse God and die... Job i}. 9. 

. > Iv sea^ons^of dintres* ftvi ^|Aiction haw must ijtal^yi^le the 

nun4 and sootjhe our sorrows^ to tiave 9P near ;U94 4o?i' « ^^fPlH .%F 

the j^artner of pur lives spea)^ a goo4 isror^ i^ d^e ^e^flOR^ \^ <MI^^ 

contrary^ wh^ 9^^^.^ 9P? ^ V«ed ^s an ia^i^jj^pi^ ^ 4fi ^^F^ 

^^ry, it he|ghj;en& di^H'^s?, ^i adds a doijblp ^e^gh^ (^ the Vif^WSt 

pi afflic^io^^* Sviph W9^ the c^fj^ pf pa^Jeut Jqb* Ffc^ ^ h^ 4<^J*.^ 

and hgne of hiq bone? t^m^ts ^ hjm for Mj jptegnty* ap4 Hijge* 

adyice>. which was a^ a ^gger to his very ^^rt! y^^^yi .'^^^S^YfA 

thou al^o art ^^ born tQ trq^ble ^ th^ sparks fly upi^^^J' ^\^ 

hast therefore need qf faith and patience as welJ as ^ob. Thf ^g t^i^^ 

alsQ art a P^rtaJ^er of) though not tp sp eminent a d/e^q» T^;^^ 

^alSQ b^st a peevish, fretful, repinip^ partner for fifi^ f whkb wiji ey^ 

^p ^rgipg ypoix ^hee reproaches, aqd giving thee sioph advlfe? whififr 

is aj i)je peril of thy spuJ tp hearken to* Here is.the ^x^<qi^j^ of t^y 

^race^* J^e then on thy ^uard against thi«^ dear partne;(« rather q^^ 

epexx^y, even thy carnal sinful nat^re^ th^ flesji^ ^jih j^ a^ectiggf 

tfiA luf t?- J^nqw ^is^urp4*y» y^^^^ ^ would rea^ wjt^ ^fjee, U i^^ t^ 

f^eg^ile theco^ben it dj^iQands an ^^dience, it if tq jn^t^l U^e ytppv^^ 

^f ppiso^. Its nature is emj^it^^ ; iu wpryn|;|^ re^l)j^ f ii(s r^&fson^ 

ijugs treasfm against thy God. If ^o^ gixe Rlft?^^ ^^ %?^ i^ ^1^ 

irqund % S9uh Jf th^ji.^uffer j J^ tp g?uin ^{^^i^^nqy, it T^ilJ[ ^|f^ 

thy |?:>ind, and bripg #tf^f ^ ^<^ fty eonscie«ci§, «.f |f t^oH li|»f | 

after the f|e?h tjipn f haljt dicf " Jf tjjeref^re at ^y, tjnj^ l^wgb th<t 

ahougbts ti: i^y God; tp beippa^^?^ ^r^ hi^ ^jp^ero/epjs, jh*^ 
flliurmur f^f^t ^j^lptme|^jts|: <:q crII ffi ^p^i^t^ $^ ^ths of hif 
yordt the .s^abfi^ty (rf.%qoy^ff»^, $1^^ f|§<59e^ vf jiis pi»^s6|| in4 

jthe sepwty <)f thy sf^l's i^y^io|% tfe^piji^ ^^P ^^ ^ i^^^i wwrt 
fts sugg^^qni^ ip ^e ^i^ pf tfofi V^i^f gi^icpj tnf^.ftwi i|* r«ftT 
sonings as fropo^ ai ^it^ fpef ai^A silenoe.jt ijfith fhis h^inblfi ^p^ 
Jussive language ^fei^f ^* Sh^l ipr^ W^pre g«P4 ^V^«- han4 of 
igod, fOid sbaU we ppt re^iye ftviU" ^oh^'.^ v^ffe fr^.^uir^; s^ if (hy; 
fle*. His ^re^^e^igpij werSJW? ^t,^eB4f.. T*<? ^«r4 V?»^e* 
tl^e latf^r qnd.Qf Jobipcweibap.^y ^gfflBifiSr J^.tfe9a;?h?l|jt bn 
Ijritbtbee. Here is Qiwr jpy pf f^i%. . O^r 0ni? fs 9^9^^ Pfir%hf 
affliction^ are hut for a xn«Bfi}t J " tl^|f W^ §>?»?*% m^ 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory.".««^ Cw* iv» IT- 

Thro* seas and storms oi ^ep distress Dear Father, il thy lifted foiSt * 
We sai! by foith> aiid ii^t \sf siglit; ^ ResoWd to i^courgfc lis here befow» 
Christ guides ns |ft tiie wilderACsa.- StHl we most tan upoa pnr Gi^ 
Thra^ all the briers of the night. Thine am' shalj^ hear as Yafe>jr'thr^'. 
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V 

JmsiMi, ifkanktm^ dFrffftrt-, Lom of hihvefi dntt 
tf Af Mi itciuise tk&u hnst hid these things froin the ivise 

. iMd prudent^ and hast tewaled them unto babes : Even 
so Father y for so it seemed good in thy sight i... Matt, xi, 

Tflli'tfhe v^itlht^fi of C^irstar^ gteaJAy encouraged in their 
ik^urS) kftbwing they Sferve that sovereign Lord, ^ho hath declare(^9 
^ l8y word *h*H hot Vetiim to me void, but it shall accomplish that 
¥mth I t>leas^: it shiaH pr6s^er ih th^ thing whereunto I ^ent it".... 
M. It. 11 ; " To softii thii gospel is k saVour of life tinto life ; unttf 
ikh&i of d€ikHx untto dfeatfi;*' To some JesUs is revealed, to others the 
gbsfpel ik Md. NeVerthileis^ his miiiistcri "are unto God, a sweet 
tijeivbhr 6f ChHiftln thi^m thkt are ^aved, and in them ^at perish/'.... 
SCbf:il*15. 

What shall we say to IH^ things ? shall We dat^ to civil against 
tSie aibvierel^ d^s^S^sationsi bf Gbdj or a'rhdgn him at the baf o# 
6^r weak jtidgihentsf shdll th^ pbt-^shei^ of the earth eohtend iritli 
iehovah, km ^fi What doM thbti? Shall the pHdii^ of bur barhat 
#basbh, dnd thb reWBion of ohr corrupt nature^ Vent itself with, *t 
#ilt ndt allo# it at alf ; I tahnbt beHete it is just and righteous thkt BiS 
Lord should actlHth sorer^igiityj give of wi^hhoM his speci&l ^rac^ 
in It see^^sth good uhto hitn !' St. I^liul sharply reiprores »uch daring 
ipeethfbi^. << N&yj but O ihan, who ^ thou that repliest against 
6bd?"«*..It is plain tha^ such walk not humbly^ they have not the 
mind 6f Chii^. ThS j^ather's iirill was his joy : Jehovah's purposed 
Mfi^ ddllghf : and vHth sbv^r^gh dispensations Jesus most theer!t3iy 
afc^ifesccd } ^ Even sb, Fiittiferj for so it seemed good in thy sight." 
Ilifrein he hath left ds ah «±ample. This is bey obd all ictther reason^ 
^bcfltn tin^^ fbr God'a d^Ungs )ir grace ^nd prbvidtoce. Such 
sbtMihentS Ishelv, that We hav^ b^e^ taught bf Gtod, arb Kttle in ou^ 
i6wn eyes, passive as babe^ In our 6Wn judgment, and afb submissive 
6hildreh to our Fatihter's #H!. 

A spiritual r(iVbliti6h bf th^ hepb bf the gosjj^el, is by the s6ve« 
rfeign grace of the Hdlf Spirit, ^ W^hb divideth to bvciy man severally 
i^ he Will." It btet begets humility bf hedW; Why mej Lord I 
ei^atei amazement of sbbU What kmt{ evei* excites love and gra*^ 
titude. Am t citlted to the falith bf Je^trs, and th€ hope of salvation^ 
while others, of the wise and prudent of this worid, are left in the 
diirkness, pride and Ifbbllloh of their natufe I O what shall 1 render 
unto the Lord? Ho'W ifcsarful to offend^ how studious to please, how. 
joyful to glotify the Lc^rd my God ought I to be hom liay tQ diaf 2 
*^ Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our fiuth»" 

' Thos doth the Lord of heav'n and Bow then» my Lord» my proud free* 

< His great decrees fulfil, [earth To own thy vov'reign hands [wiU» 
< And orders all his woiju of graco And humbly to adore thy ways 

< By hit own lov'rciga will.* Which I caa't andcruand. M- 
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dndMtttM' David; sajfii^^ J¥th^phd4s}fmphff-^^ds^ 
spiraiors with Absalom. AndrJXsmd saidi ^ Li^rdf I 
pray iluee, tmrn the counsel of AhUkephtlintefiMduh'' 
ness... .2 Sam. XV. SI. . . , 

Clouds gathered very hat and grewrery black at this lime oTer 
the head of king David, ifis own bekwed son had drawn the BWord 
pf rebelIion«.**hi8 subjects flocked m great numbers ; and to height^' 
the king's distress^ his own counsellor jmned the ^^onsfMracf* Btit 
under M this David shewed himself to be a man after God's cntm 
heart. His ftoui looks through every discouragement. He knew the 
throne of grace to be ever! open and-Booessible, therefwe the very 
tidings that brought sorrow to his heart, he instantly makes the 
subject of his prayer* Happy conduct ! - when before c^amal reason is 
suffered to plead, the prayer of fiuth is presented. Too^ too oft-d<» 
disciples^ upon bearing dsagreeabletiding^^ consult flesh and blood 
before they i^plr ^ l^^^^ ever-loving and faithful friend Jehovaht 
This ought not so to be. According to David's £guth and prayer so 
the Lovd answered him» The counsel which he had ^'eason to dread 
from Ahithi^el, was defeated by the Lord, and turned to his own 
destruction* Thus << the Lord only is our refv^ -and strength; 1^ 
very present help in every time of trouble**'...*Psalm xlvi. 1. 
. Ktiowest thou not, disciple, there is treason and rebellion found 
with thee against I^vid's Lord} even Jesu3, thy king? Not greatiur 
- reason had David to fear, and to pray against Ahithophel's counseU 
thsiln thou hast daily. As his name signifies brother of ruin or Mly^ 
it' reminds one of the flesh, a brother or partakerof the ruin of sia 
with the aoul ; and also that its wisdom is ever with us, is evercoun^ 
selling and conspiring f^:ainst> the peace and safety, the love and 
holiness, the joy and haj^iness of the soul m Christ Jesus* It not 
only counsels again^, but lusts contrary to the Spirit continualiy« 
May this be our ikdly prayer in the spirit and in faith, ^^O Lord, tusn 
thb counsel of the fle^ into foolishness, confound its pride, destroy 
its lusts, subdue its passions, suffer us hot to confer with flesh an4 
blood, let us not sow to the flesh; but enable us to confer with thee 
by fkitb. May* our conversation be in heaven ! So strengthen us to put 
ofT^hb t>ld man with bis deeds, until we put off the body, to be '^ sown 
in dishcoior, and to be raised 'm g^ory*"M..l Cor. xv. 43* 

Arile, my •ool, ny joy ial pow'rH Christ rais'd me from the deepif of ^inn 

Aifidtnainph in my God; The gates of gaping heU» 

Awake, my voice, and loud proclaim And fixt my standing more secure 

' liis glorious grace abroad. • Thati 'twas bsfore 1 felL 
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i^ake keed to'ypufs^s ; tf thjf brother Ci^^pim againH 
\ thee seven times in a day^ and seven times in a day tu?^ 
" again to thee^ saying, I repent ; thou shaltforgive him..,. 
Luke xvii. 3, 4. 

, . MxKD this loving word. **^Do thyself no harm." The least 

. degree of malice, hatred or revengf, is contrary l9 tjie genius of the 
gospel«**Unconsistent with the ^lu^acter of a diadiple of the tnedc and 
lowly Jesus* But^ our. soaater knows what is in man i that his mem* 
hers ax e.oomposed of flesh, as well as spii^ f and therefore liable to 
9^end9 one ag{unst,4uiother» ^. as to hurt and injuire each other, in 
the peace of their minds, and fellowship of their spirits.. So also,. 
they cause the way of truth to be evil^ spoken ofy by the ad7ersanes» 
wiio ^are giad at every ^ adya^tagej to pry out^ ^' O these sure your 
saints! see how full of wrath thy are; haw. tbey bite and devour each 
oMier.*' Therefore, '< take heed to yourselves^ ' aaith the head to hi* 
^mbers* Watch against this evil. Offencea will c6me« I teach 
you how to behave. Suppose thy In^ther trespass against thee, pity 
|)is w^&kn^s ; pray lor hin» by name^ to thy Father, and his Father* 
^e^are of angry resentment* JLf he . aggravates his x^ffeace, by 
frequent repetition, thpu s^ialt in no wise hate thy brother; bi)t,.as oft 
as he offends, if he as often 'Hurn again to thee, saying, I repent; 

. thou slialt ibrgive him." But, are we not to forgive him until, and 
^les^, he do turn and say, I repent ? In one sense we ought i perljiapsy 
90jt in another^ We nuist not, At our peril, entertain anger, jor let 
the sun go dowo^ on our wrath; but ia our hearts freely and fiiily- 
forgive an offending brother^ But, what if he reinains stubborni and 
.persists in a spirit of bitterness? Even then* we are to forgive lucft 

: in our hearts, and be desirous of embracing hinh in love» - 
. But nuiy we not justly suspend declaring our forgiveness to 1u9H 
until he turn and say> X repent J Herein have we not God's word, and 
method, as our exainple^ Though God loves h|8 people in Christi 

. and fi)r his sake pardons their ains;, yet> until they actually turn \» 
him,, and repent, he doth not manifest his pardon, and love to them* 

. But kt us ever remember, as God's thoughts of love are towards uSf 
Ipefore we turn to himc so our thoughts of love should be to our 

, offending brethren, ere they turn to us* Doth the Lord Jesus require 
us to fOTgive every repeated offence, even 4intil seventy times seven, 
four hundred and ninety ? surely then, he will magnify his love* and 

, display his mercy^ in pardoning the innumerable offences, <tf all who 
turn to him*. ^^ Forgiving one another, even as God, for Christ'a 
sake hath forgiven you.".«..£ph. iv. 32, 

<j6reat is God'ftlove, and large his grace, Then let us to ottr brethreA shewt 
' Through the redemption of his Son : The loving spirit we partake, 
* He turns our feet from sinful ways, AH their offences to forege» 
' And pardons what our hands have And love them freely for Christ^s saket 
'done.' . . . ( M. 
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And lidid, THis is rny i^/lrmit^.^.^Psahn lixvii. 10. 

W.B1LX in the bodjr, we ^Te in such An imperfiect state, as to be 
liable to various exercises of inind, thlrough in*dweUing corrup^ni« 
and the suggestions of Satan* Saints in all i^es hate experiencecl 
ftietaating fraiMs. Like ntariiiers oA a tem|>efltuoas sea^ at one time^ 
they ^^m to mouitt lip to heaven, m cinitkfH and joy; at ahoihei^ 
tikcy sinit do>rn, in apprehenaton^ to the depths ^f heU; then, Wki 
persons at their wit's end, they express thetnseltes^ iii a ittj untea-* 
iSonable manner* Doubt and luiceHahity ta&e place of knoT^Ied^e an^ 
truth : unbelief seems to pr<i?ail agaiiirt M^h ; and they are ready td 
caH all in qfikn^iot)) not only i paift aVast experienc^a of God^s lofir 
tie their souh^ but the v^ existent^ of Gbd% ptbMsitii feithfufoess^ 
and truth* And they write with the pen of inapitaticltt (though not of 
iSit Spirit of inithi hfut of a lying spirit) many hht and bitter thingf ' 
iggdfist thems^lv^s. *f Woe is nftey I Attn undohe,'* saith isaiah<r 
*^ Woe is nm/' aakh Jeremiah. ^^Withdtit W^r^ fightings, withM 
Here fears," say tht apoitla*. ^< l4hm oM ABypttuAt by the hand^ 
af Soittlf'' Saith David. And in thispsakn, hope s^n^ to be^ &s i^* 
"(^tit^f living u^ the ghost, and withJa^;uli^ fatht actentfi breaithes,! 
^ Will the Lord cast 6fi for ever? wUI he be mctthU tio more?: 
its his fheref elean gone for ever? do^ bilk prdjiftlaS ^1 §(ft erermbre ? 
tiath Qod forgotten to be gravidas? hath he^ iti a^^r, shut up faia 
t^der ^elti^^" So that you a^ O tossbd^ t^mj^efl^ ined beH^v#, 
Alls is the ^ay' i^ntft in air %^ have gone to ^lory« Thmi has^> 
Ay lot it^ith thifem now ; sooh thou also shiklt be vthhfH ihiy aixf* But 
b #hal ^ gloomy prospect, #h^t joul^di^tifeisiiig i^ews^- teust that ^ 
^66r ^ifi^r hav€^ who Bv^ Upm Mil fttltnesy whose hope sprmgs ^ 
from his own (aithfulii^% o? trlist* tdthe e^ee^eiieof his^oWn graces'' 
instead of the God of lAl grace, the Mesiied J^sus, ^^ who is the same ' 
yesterday, to-day, s^ fbr eterl" Hd#. cottfteriing! how hearts' 
♦eviTing fo know that thiB Londj ^^^h6 stilt r^dcftipfen^ unto W? 
fifeople^ will eTer he mindfuf othi^ o6vetiaiit^ ifhtA stiMcfeth £i»t for ^ 
eV6r l''....Psaim cxi. 5* Therefore iShfi Uiiif Spirit aSands engaged, . 
in cpvenant-eontract, to execute bis' office; ads the cohifcrtef* When • 
he is pleased to revive the sou} With this vHHiirs of Jesu^, his glorious - 
^ofk, and finished salvattonv Sittan sjcufk^ a#ay, Bie a inean^^* 
abashed liar: ^he believed return^ Uf his right imnd, tAlees s'hKm6 W i 
Mmaelf, and says, That I should evet doubt erf thy iove^ call or ; 
^festion tl^truth^ and suspect thy ftafiiliiltiesst 0ifty Ckid, thir ^ 
is my infirinity ! * ' v '-, 

Hence from my soul sad thougMs hi Tilt sbv'reign gracfe with ^inihgf'iys-^" \ 
And lelive xnt to my joys j [ffoue* Dtspeilf d my gloomy fettrs. * 

My tongivB IMl triumpU in my Oodi . In v^jfi the tcfnptef ft^t^ii iAi *6tl!,' ' ' 
Christ pl^jMfo liis right^oias cause. And bMks ifry pe*te agalrt t 

Dflfarhiv^ssaii^fkmbrhsdvftiifdaiyibfyid) OH«|^i!^ps^ dear tl^vroor, <jf thyft^ ' 
A^d drowa*d my eyes ia tears. Revives my joys again. ' * * * ' 
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hord^ heJfold, heu^hom thfiulovestis skk*..Johffxi. 3f. 

To have Jesus continually live in otlr thoughts, shoi^ld l)e our 
liailf study. To keep a sweet intercourse open, between Christ and 
the soul, should be our constant exercise* To be vrat^hftil ag^nst 
i^ery bol^ intruder, that would interrupt our coiyi^iiiueii wilji the 
.^vlour, i$ our greatest wisdonat. Thus, through the Spirit's aicly % 
ikoky freedom and humble fao^Jiarity is miuntiuned, with Shrist, an^ 
ipur hearts* Why riiould we not be aiming thus to anticipato heaven I 
l^'or, Jesus never intermits in his love to us, caf& over i|Sf tifri pr«« 
fence with u^. Through such a happy conducst, we sh^ ejfijoy aif 
Riding si^nseof this» Then, when sin assaults, Sat^ ^tcks^ 
$empta;tions beset^ afflictiomi ^ummndr sickness overt^es, sorrow 
]^W3 down, death threatens, or whatever may be our state^ l^o^ 
fqTnfqrtiQg- when the twi^yaifters of fi^th and hope^ like the twp sisteff 
of Lazarus, carry our case to th^ master, with ^^ Lprd, behdd, be 
whom thpu lovest is sick?" Stiort, hxA very expFessive- Not Hktr 
the noble^^n*8 importupajte prayer, ^^ Sir, come down, ere my soq 
die;" but a simple naessage* They ki^ew the love and power pf 
JcsuB* Thef doubted not his speed* It is enough to lay our caset 
l^fore the Lord* It is best emirdy to submit to his will, and patientljf 
W«it his time* ^ He that believeth shall not make haste.*'*...Iaai( 
fxyiii* 16» ^ 

Is th^re a poor sinner <m earth, who believes iii Jesus, that can 
^oubt of his love I Hath he not given the strongest assurances of it? 
Infinitely strcmger, than if he had sent an angel, to testify of his love 
to us* F<w he came himself f he more than tdd us how he loved us ; 
his sorroYTs, his sufferings, his agonies and death, mibst loudly pio- 
f latin itf for our sins he bled, for our sins he suffered; yea format 
mos^ base sin, that sin of all sips, the greatest qf sins, unbdiefl 
Th|s9 even thify Jesus bore himself^ in his own body on the tree* 
Even this he dierf to atone for, as well as all others* Art thou oftea 
•ickt and feaxeiit this master-^sm will prove the death of thy soul, as 
\% dpe^ DOW the life of thy comfovts? Is this the grief of thine heartr 
^nd the cause of thy woe? Jesus is the alone {^ysieian, he only can 
f i|]w it* ^ F<)r he i^ not only the author^ but finisher of our faith*'*-*^ 
Hi^bi w* 3* Thpftgh^ like the msters of Lazarus, we cannot plead 
«ur streng lovQ to Je^us, yet in the belief of his word, we may ever 
plead his ^rong love to us* ^^LoiyI, l^ludd, he whom thou lovest ie 
%([^'' Heal |hy servant* ^f Lord, I believe, he^^fiiou my unbelief*'^ 
Ask, is Christ's ble$9e4 ppBrmmd?^ |t ^all begiten, is his prediou9| 

promise«***Luke xi* O*- 

* ' * ■' ' 

How many arc thy thoughts of k>vc ! When I'm aftkted, peer and low. 
Thy mercies, Lord, how great * And light aad peace depart, 

W$ have aot hours, nor wards anoafhi My Jesus sees my heavy woe. 
Their numbevs to repeat. And bears m€ on hts hearts . 
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Blessed is the man whom thou chooses t^ and eatisest Ok 
approach unto thee, that be may dwell in thy . courts : 
We shall be satisfied zcith the goodtiess of thy hguscy cteti 

• of thy holy temple.... Psalm Ixv. 4. , 

Mf. BuNTAN, in his Pilgrim's Progress, observes, " Chris* 
Sana's heart was so enambtu'ecl, by the affecting sight of Christ'* 
tross, by faith, that she wished all her carnal friends, to partake^ 
in what she saw, and felt. But she was reminded,' that faith's viewi 
are of special grace." They are streams which flow from the river 
of God's electing love. Every man whom the Lord chooseth, " is 
blessed with all spiritual blessings in Christ." This is evidenc6d by- 
spiritual life. Seeing all grace, love, and hap^nness center in Jeho- 
rah, he delights to draw nigh to hiiti, because confident of access^ 
by a new and living way consecrated thiough the flesh of Jesus*^ 
Here is no fiery law, no flaming sword, to terrify and affright the . 
believer, in his approach to God. But t)ie Lord himself causes him, 
to approach his presence. Love, not only invites, but sweetly con* 
strains him to come, as a child to its loving parent. " The Father 
draws to the Son, and the Son reveals the Father," by the Holy 
Spirit, as a God of love to poor sinners. Without this, no soul cani 
•r will, ever come unto God.... John vi. 44. See thy special mercy. 
Adore that sovereign grace, which reigns over all thy pride, and. 
stuboomness. And do I thus approach my Lord? O what infinite 
treasures of grace are secured by covenant-love and promise I Not af 
sudden fit of pleasure, or transient delight in the ways of God, do 
such experience; but they shall " dwell," their residence shall be 
near the Lord in spirit, and they shall be satisfied from Jesus. All the 
clory and magnificence of the temple was only typical of Jesus, wha 
exceeds in glory. All the glory and goodness of the Lord is trea- 
sured up in, and communicated from him, as man and Mediator to 
poor sinners. Come then as a needy beggar to receive. 

O the super-abounding goodness of the Lord, to cause poor, head-- 
strong, high-minded rebels to approach him, and be satisfied with^ 
him! Most joyful claim of faith, " The Lord is my portion, saith* 
my soul, therefore will I hope in him."....Lam. iii. 24. A glimpse 
of Christ's glory and goodness sickens the soul to every other object.. 
A lively faith, engages the affections towards him; love is very 
jealous, and excites wAt9h^ness against what may disturb its hap- 
piness, or destroySts comfort. *< I will sing unto the Lord, heeause- 
he hath dealt bountifiilly with me."..-PsaIm xiii. 6. 

We chnse our God and tWn we're But how came we the Lord to chtt£e» . 

Anil in hit count Hire dwell: [bleftt/ Who are for sin accurst? 
X.O, hew we find perpetual rtit» This wiyst'ry we will toon ditclote, 

Andof hiftsoodnets telU Becausei God chose at first. M., . 
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Wh^f0f€r beltfbcd, seeing that ye lo&k for such things^ h 
diligent that ye may be fbuud of him in peace ^ mthout 
spot^ and blameless.... 9 Pet. Hi. 14. 

It is a mott gmid delusion to imagine that^the doctrines of, 
grace tend to lull the soul asleep in supine indolence, or slothfut 
ftupidity* The believer hath not so learned Christ. Though he is 
qaved by grace freely^ yet he is called to <^ labour diligently/' By faith 
be looks forward, to Che fulfilment of awfiil predictions and pre*: 
Qiotis promises. Hence we are excited to daily diligence, in the 
performance of duties, the us^ of m^ans, and the exercise of graces, 
Oo we look for the bumih^*|f the earth, the elements, and all sub- 
l^mry things ? do we exp^ to be inhabitants of new heavens, and 
a new earthi.do we w^ and- sometimes teng for the coming of 
dke Lamb, our loving'jjiaster and precious Savipur? and shall w^ 
indulge carnal ease ana spiritual sloth?' shall we not fear to be found 
^ Jesus in such a state ? Most true, ^' Jesus hath made peace for us^ 
by the>lopd of his cross." But shall we not be diligent, to maintain 
a lively sense of this sweet J>eace in our hearts? shall we not labour 
after purity of heart? And how is this to be expected, but by stu<* 
Aiously avoiding those things, which tend to draw the heart, ai^d 
sySi^nate the affections from Jesus? If we lose sight of the Lamb, we 
lose the sense of peace. If we look at things which are seen, this 
begets love to them, and increases smxibus solicitude for them. And^ 
alas I th^ they only pierce us through with many sorrows. And 
most of all, when we are in our right minds, do nbt our sorrows 
il^crease^ if we decrease in spiritual diligence, Bnd grow in wctridfy- 
mindedness? • . 

Christian, tfaiiugh thou kndwest it is God that giveth thee powe^ 
to get health, and his providence is engaged to preserve thy bodyj 
yet, this doth not cause thee to abate thy diligence in thy woridlj^ 
cpncems; nor doth it make thee careless to preserve thy body from 
harms and adminiater to it such things as are for its health. Most 
happy is it for thee, thus daily to watch over, and care lor, the peace 
and purity of thy soul. Jesus is thy pe^e: by living on him, peace 
is enjoyed. He is thy Saviour : by looking to him, thou shalt be 
kept free from fildiy spots. Thua by- maintaining fellowship with 
Christ....walking: widi Christ....keepin|^n a free intercourse with 
Christ ; peace of n^nd, ai^ purity of ^an str^ ^^served. In thi^ 
way^ verily, thou shalt be blameless. And be <is^ured, *' the dili^ 
gent Bwi ahaU be made &t.".^Prov. xiti. 4. 

My thoughts surmount these lower Tbere 1 behold with sweet delight 
I bok within the .veil i [skiesf The Ijl^sscd Three in One, . / 

Thbii springs of endless ^a^ur^ ci^€> ^"d strong siQections fix my sight 
The wat^s n^ver fail. On Oqd's incarnate Son. 

VoL.L X 
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And his disciples came,, and i&okup thebtfdj/, and butiMif^ 
and went and told JeiHS,:..MalL xlv. 12. ' " 

Thus was extinguished that' burning and shining light, John 
Baptist* It is rtry staggering to the eye of sentC) and the jtidgtnent ' 
of carnal reason, that the " Lord, whose eyes are over the righteous,^ 
should yet suffer his faithfol ministers, and dearest childrefi^ toflU 
a' sacrifice to the nage and midfce of cruel, and unreasonail^e Ai^*' 
This puzzled the royal prophet David; this was an • exefciid- ter 
patient Job ; and it has put disciples to the stand in alt age^. Vi^6 
aire ready to cry out, »* Where is tfid God of Elijah !" When It coiheaf 
nearer home, and we ourselves are the subjects of insults and injii'^ 
ries, from the pow^ and tii&Iice of enemies to Jesus and his trutlie; 
this is a trial of faith*' If this exercise SL continued, if the enemy 
triumphs, and God our firiend appears ndtf' as otnr deliverer, h6W 
doef Satan, who has stirred up fightings wkhoot, industriously sduv 
to inject fears within ; with, ** where is now thy God?** * Why dost* 
thou vainly imagine thyself a child of God, while thy Father leaves 
thee to this cruet treatment ? If thou wast in his fiivor, thou wouidest 
surely find his protection. The want of his care proves thou hast 
no part in bis fove.' 

Now thou art cdled, O christian, to fight and resist SatiAstedfairtlf . 
in the faith* Judge not of thy Fiither's loVe by present dtspetisaHou^* 
Strengthen thyself in thy (iod. Consult his word. Wait on him.' 
IHike up the deceitful, uilclean body of sense, and caitial rbasdn«* 
bury it, and go and tell thy Saviour. He is thy wisdom, thy c6uh- 
9elIor; and a perfect match^ for thy 8vtbtld»t adtersacy. It is verf 
atieviating to a distressed mind, to pour#ts complaints into the sym* 
I»thizing breast of a fidthful friendw What isth* cau^ of thy sor- 
roiUrs, make the subject of thy free converse with thy Saviour, ff 
Uiou art smitten on earth, tdl him who feels fbr thee hi heaven. 
Here is thy comfort, he always hears, eVer loves, ahd ican instantly 
deliver. But if he does hot j rest ftssured, love delays for thy profit. . 
Afflictions are blessings in disguise. We do not, so heartily f think of 
our home above, while richly furnished with earthly comforts below. 
Our Lord strips us of them, to turn our thoughts homeyi^rd. But, 
we shall surely find, '*' as tribulation abounds, consolatidn shall much 
more abound." Our Lordjadvises, " CM upon me ki the dsiy of 
trouble, aind I wilK^olivel^tflie, and thou shalt glorify me.**....Psaliiai 
1, 15. Prize it as your greatest blessedness, to live near the Lord^ 
and maintain humble converse with him t pour out youir complaints/ 
and shew him your trouble'....Psalm cxlii. 2. * 

Lord, we adore thy vast designs. When thou array'st thine awful face, 

Th' obscure abyss of providence ! In angry frowns withoot a smile : 

Too deep to gmmd wtth-mortalr lines* We, thro* thy clmids, beittvethy jiaee^ 

Too dark to rUw wkh fed>le jenK- Secura «f tl»y cotnpastion aiilt v . .^ 
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"i^tfirsaid these meMy We shMfUdJindi^ against 

this Daniel, e^^pttoe)fiml it against him cancermng the 
law of his God.... Dan. vi. 5. » . 

' JtAFfT.Oam/eUJtahaYc tadbia teatimoDjr of thy conduct from 
11^9 l^(tt^dr.tliioo.impl«c«b]e cnonies* . Tbyese ipea could aUedge 
^(9l0Hag Agamat ttu&^ervMit of Qod^ in ittgard to ibis outwardlifean^ 
pwai^niMioii;. &r be wiis agood aubjectt a quiet neighbourt ji^stand 
liQii^st ID, bi9rdea)J0igtT Though in,an exDinent atation,. yet with 
iKb9t coat^mpjl/anjd 9Q9^<iQ thc^F ^^nsm jbo 9pc9k of ^m ! Thia DanieU 
thu|*f¥^er-i^^fOua |eUow, .vho;iiMt«nd8.U>.,be mere, religious .than 
a^lltar^stoCMif neighbofurs*.. Ajl it waaiu the. beginnings aoitia 
pf^vh and.e?er. will be^. ^< Hie, that is bom after the. fleshy will|ierse^ 
Kstti^ him that is })pFn aftQr th^. Sp!inU'!*««*Gal. iv* :39». Wha^t th^n? 
091^ ?nei¥uea -m aopf^err awault n^. vltb their tdngues, but our God 
Ilil(e8-:<tur; fM^' ^ If^yebe r^noached fcNr. the nanur of Christ, bs^py 
V^iy^t forthe.Spiritof glory^ andof Godrest«th.uiioia'you«"««** 
VRetf ijtv.u-. .-../". 

r 9ll}(t M:^?^>y disci|»l9' ae^ toit^ that be.aufiera as a christians 
T^liMfdsthat thyUfeandcondu/^t bcf asbecoinethtbogospeL Jt 
is a great blessing so to behaTe^ that carnal men can find, no juat 
WP^miBb agsuost cms inor^l ootidu^* . Xhis tbey are judges of. 
ThfW ^jft^ 99C i^KN^ i|s* They watpb over us for. evil* This nought 
t0rin#^ us very cir^jimspeqt. ,0|ir ifeltgion they abboiu For thiai 
eyefy fpUow^r of the Lamb ia.sure. to be hatedyi fixr hia master'a aakes 
^^Woe.bf unto.tts^,vrbe|ialiii|en.s{ii^.vrellQf ,usy'' saithour masteri..- . 
I^uh^ vi. 96* . Thaiy 9eek OMWigh ^igainit ua; ast^.ourftilh»hQpe^ 
upd li&- Ands9fiifB :«foul%aa au^^y cast us into a den oC Uaas, as 
th^y di4 Daiiiel? ^ere it' poacticable, and permitted^ Yet, they 
ceuld not depriyo him of the love, presenpcand protectioia of the Soi^ 
of jG|^« These make every pUu:e a heaven of delight and. joy« And 
w^^ baited of all men for his sake* b^. pionpijmcea.u8 blesaedf bida 
US rf^oicei and bs^, left us an e;s^ample, patienUy to £»llow: hia,stepa» 
. Christ's dying prayer, foje his yery murd$urers, was.^ '^Eatheci 
foj^iire them; for they know npt what they do»" Ignorance of the 
tm^th, ia the cause of hatred and malice against his servanta. Haat 
npt.tb<yn a heart to,pity, and a toi^^ topxay fibr thy enenues? Her^ 
we may indulge sweet revenge* These, weapons we may always 
u$«« And how knoforest thou, but the moat fiirioua persecutor} like. 
Paul, may be a chosen vessels of God the Father,, redeemed by the 
blood of Jesus*— and ere to-morr^w'a sun, ^the grace of the Holy 
Spirit may make him an humble penitent? ^<who maketh thee to 
differ from another? and what hast thou, that thou didst not receive V* 
...ml Cor. iV. 7.* 

€>*haf|if Mslft who love yomr Cod, ' Go on rajokhig cv^7Pdaiy» 
And whoili.aio.woridd«i|Hiay^ Xtaraal tt&'s yeur prbac^ . IL 
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FwrChfist U entmfd tnlo hemm itseffy n&6> td apffew\h 

How highly was Zacharias honored! He heard the g;o8pel of 
.fftMt^ifitnn^tiifc mmit^ of to angcA; Vho aaid^ <<t atti Gitbriel, 
vdiQitaftdiftitheproMaioeofCM, «ii4«!i'*Mlit«Mlo th«6, t^-Me$^ 
liice tkeie. fi«d odings*" But we Ue the eiw^^ efeeta^tf UfiJtotM* 
Tboligh Ums behnred) and bdnorad ef Gdd, y^ht -was- itt«iek4ilMlb 
ftir a flteaiMBu-;Lttk6 i. &K Though Ctod tboot doMf lovet hfo {M^ 
iki> CUffiaty .yiet, he sees theiv ite, and with IMkietiy AfiMfcalk ohasHtea 
fertbexh Do «e not aee aoittewlMt et 6iir ty#ii eaM hete? *For^ «i 
fidth kispmathe heifft and. tongm^ with biMaeii, anovsMlef Mrifate 
UB dieolb^r We canaot speA.a w«Md» a»f 6ffin» aplen for otir ^M|tt 
amUa, if fidth lose sigirt ef Jeaiie* JM 4l« A^ter forg«tv «b« 0«^ 
souls are never neglected h)r hnn. TheLftttih ii iff tte «i(<lildf «ke 
ttaronb ^roa -vm* hx cwr ahtote, iii>^eaaaiie htnmti body^ <«4dtft^aA 
hangtdioiiliba t»ee» with five ]M«iice4'^NHiiids in hinhtoda^ hilMli , 
and precious side^ he aj^ars in the presence of God. TlMe^ Vkjt 
eeshe viHarietts'cooqtteiw, who<liaa'g^oiloiiiitiF Miverbd' hii'coutitfy, 
fiom tt^ecniellj and vageof a tnemlMi ^n^y, he glen»a ki'^ 
ecaira iie ireoeiareii in ^e field oif bittle^ 

« WlmJefas wept #ver deadJi/aaMisi ^tehiMr h€» love^A liica, saM 
the Jewa. ^ But when fM>oi» titmehi thiah of etiat €iar Iie»d*a .tvdottBs, 
enieifiidoD) age>i^.arfi«dea*h, Q ^hatiti MUl| greater ffaten*1»v^ 
mt-to m^j 'See how he leved us! ee^ how he MHlte^A h«« >M^ 
witiMsfeaMiii% «11 Mr bftae^ imloviag bbhflfvm^ to hstti, ^till, O toul- 
affeeliiig irathi ^tiil, he AKMsCra 4eftM'0#iy tMvs;< he^Mii^ 
ids ettee iftiangled b^$ ^ fie&is his liM^e hUefe^ig'^^nds in bmt 
tehalf, $b& the atoAlng totiMce for om* likiS) > fyr oilr «aivation» Thui 
f[lo«Add iMUs, nott^appetM Ih thepreiieneeef^dd) forus; ^oei' 
idehr Me)UM<», loving Lord, and ]pred6ita Butienu^ «/tiir affectibAaet^ 
«diaoeht», and peweiM interoestfor. But smth thfe tAvermfji «^ Thi^ 
jaaMiHBliv|fl5*^vistdlfdile." Whtft^reitisthifttoTiie? M^ceamA 
^iseaean^ bached w4th^RMief.>. fiu^ ttieSj^'o^truth.bears Wititess 
toihi6$ ftattj hi type and ^figuf« under the l^w^ and) M&w ini^ealhy 
Md subMjHCe in the gospel. To ^^ vierjr end, that «t aey time, 
'Whteto ainlMiklitn^ the ccfefsdencf^-^ iibt¥ow be^a de^wn the hesM, 
^oobb mitjmt inabemiiid, and fears oppress the spirit, t^ poorehiAer 
iQ[iay, wiUMeeofden^e, thlis cxMindder Jesus': lode unto him $ andesll 
«pon bhn t and'fidd thi» to be' the food of his fialth, tiitd the ^u^ilMit 
^ hiaaeuli^'^^lbirlf God (lciBUs)be FORC'S', who can beagainsttisi'Uo. 
Aom. viiiv'ftU 

Lift up your eyes to th' heav*nly teat, Petitions now, and praise jniay<risC| 
IV here our Redeemer stays i And saints their olf'rings bring; 

Kindiaterc^atdr/ ihsre he sAs* - / The^riast with hiiaNMi tear ifies . >i' 
jft)idlove0,«B4pleadS|4ddpn^ PreHmsUMElHLtathe^Kiag. v. 
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And $*e df«lhbfing forth a soft, and ikou shtAt catt his nam& 
JESUS J for he shall save his people from iheir sins.,.. 

Matt. i. 21. . . 

/D^Fas!Bt<Axs bMi! fredont son! predoos oftrtnel The Wckf 
CHnstiftraiigs ooMsotawn totiic hearls of poor tuinera^ IttMn the 
bdmf of tho mniiiood of is so«, . To»ty s eai Ihe oimfiirfeor bean sor 
^pattieiiiar ^bsatMSAj tsy^^ie Wfotri of tke'conoefytioii end tarth of 
Iteist Tkbl«'«Rir hai|i|]iiiOM$ at a!l times 4o consicler tiie SaviiMgr 
^M'^ Bmaiaiol^ €kid itfftii «i»^' our liroiterii ^fleBh of mir floiih antf^ 
bone^^f ourboae*^ -As £dihtt says^tf l)i»Mi^ ^^ iiehold iatn, aiv 
.Mniiiig'tO'tbr msh^ in G«idr» 'stead* Btfht^f my ten^ shall not 
mike thee a:frai4y Heather 'diatt my ti«ad be heavy «poi2 tliee/'.^w 
>loh WBmiSu 69 r* Thus «o cbtieeWe ttf Je9iss> is a sweet mystefy* 
jbyfcili9^>kiioi*n to beMevia^ -heaits* 

* 'i?iie^iio2y<Gtiost4mngs joyto 49!Ur >80iftls, by the nahs of5t:s0S. 
. WMs ahmeis stove -eti^ Aame to tis*: it is ^ as ppeciocts oi»ttiieiit 
pdaredftvlth:" ittfifilneth tiiesweetodtaarrOf the Father's everlasting 
hmt^ 'issgijug^ ia oin? external salvation. In the name of : JiDsoS'/die 
nsbrie gcHipei lies hid^ Tho'^n^ sSso tooiforts our faoaits* By t&e 
iir ofix of Christ, he shaH sa^. Here Is not a» if^ a perhaps^ or pet*- 
Sfd^^nfeolre ; but A ^osltiiFe declaration^ what he ahsoMely shall do* 
ii« *shall iiave somierst ^n&oi the c5arse of the law^ by being made "A 
eurse ^r thefti : from< the wisi^ of God diie to ttketn^ ' by suffisting ki 
kMLv sleadr frotn the ^fn^rnient theif* 'Sibs 'deseirre, hf the atoned 
tnent of his pr^sdoiifi blood : from the ^il<^of sih in lAiek c^!i«cieiieey 
bythesprinldmgof h»blood#ift>uglilkkti: from the love and power 
of siti- in •tlieh' heaits ; by^e gmee «f his spirit, regenerating and 
l«hewii% tliem in the spirit of tAieir ininifek So that they are as per- 
fed^ saved firJEst^s from sin,* as tfiough ^eyhad never faHentnid 
^. Andiittthis4>y ^eiraia: by no airengdi, ^nywerbr ability df theirsi 
"Who docs 'JesBS thus sa^? "Hts|w»ple:" Ate ins people, of 
every kdndred, natfon, tribe and tongue, fkhn '' all that the Father 
* haifh given him. "••••John xvin 9« Who are partadeers of this predons 
Mlvattoh? Every poor sinner who believes in- Jesus; It is free fOv 
iikx^xwho-o&me to hiim. All who do come to him^ and trust in htin, 
^Oidlieis their Jesns, their ^salvatiom 'O^elidver, here^is the nature, 
the name, the work cff tliy precious Jesirs to locrtc to and -live up<m 
from day to day. It i^ thy mercy that si^atidh is his work, and he 
liadi finished- it. it is thy comfort tobelaeve this daily. It is l^y 
fitrty to give testis all iJie glory. ■ The more Hglit thou receivest from 
the word of iFesos and the Spirit of truth, so much the more wiltthott 
see of thine own vile sinful nature, and abhorthyself. How long*? 
even until thou reccivest the end of thy faith, the salvation of thy 
soul. Then wilt thou eternally glory only in the iniinite perfection 
of the isalvation of Jesus. 
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JUNE U. 



goodpleasure,...PhiL\\. 13. : >\ 

It it th« pectriiar Uessing d eitry new crealfir^ in Ckiiiit Jksuh 
lo be ^ tenewed in kaMledge." A& the mml adT«iice» in tile dlvtelff 
life, he mo«xle<rt7» imderstands the heights and dc^As of the ittyt^ 
teries of ^Cited'af^vacof by. the iroi^ and Bj^mt- «f truth : ao also he^ 
feeifr mo^ and jnbre of the iroifungs of the^nqrstny ofinquity withinc 
hisu Therelerey he haadene with talking ef hit own Aee will>'aaJd 
wocks4if righteousncas hiiving any ^latein ebtaiDiiiig grace* * Thestft' 
notiQaaare the weeds of nAtoi«» They ffning frofti prkte* Fride ii' 
intenwoven with our yevy oalistinitson and being* • Thia Ofsposeskiii^ 
r^»la against our 4iwn merciea^ even the fieo^gtace truthsof the' 
go^pteU . ; But kcia the exefdse of iuthie submit to the nghthousfieai ' 
of Jesos: to bow to the aorereignty of God^s willt ahdtoradofe imi 
Sfnrit who wofteth^iniaa tn will and .to do «f his own good pleaaure^ ' 
O diacipk of* Jeausi how arithou •weetljrconaticybed to own tlm 
the ric^ experience <€f the tnith upon thy own woit Wh«t is ^tiie^ 
natuinl htfntof thy free wsH, but to rejeet Jeans the Lordof*lile and" 
glory? It» language ftsy ^^Iwiix notihawts this man to mign>o«ter« 
me/' rhaye other: and belter. lovcf8> and aftspth^m I wsLx^g&i < i* 
Witt, enjoy the i^enaures of sin* ^ I wt«.i* love the W(Hid : I wti.«< tidDO'^ 
my fidl swing in the gay deUghtat thepleaaing piofits> and gloriona 
honorvofvU* I wiiii^ be i&aved lu nny >owa wayt /<» myiown wotiLB4 I 
wcLf. nQtbeandebted tobe^ayed by grace wfaoliy* Thnsthenatnual 
j||js£-wjjDi.of mt^'spaaksuplain) by its4iffeetionBandaGUon8^ thmugh 
th0 d^rltoess of the und^ntandiiig^^ Thy free wtU was ^o des^M>y <thy« «; 
self ; it was th^ will of ^ the l^rd to say#. thee in Chri^ Jtsaftm-^ 
Therefore in4;he dfiy of hi^ power* the Holy Spirit nu^thee willing- 
tO| Qome to Jes^s ^riife and aalvatioii* Wil;h freer choioe»juid^ cheers- 
ful willi^nessf tliou cfonc^ in ;&ith, as a petishin^ sinner, to a pM^i. 
ciousSavioip** .W^U thou jmy more, ascaribe any ^orytorii^ wiU^ 
wilt thouever suffer tl^ power to share in the trsphtea^ thy Lofdi^ ; 
Nay^ shall pc^freei spTfere^f u^c^ri^d gffK!/n.hayeaHth« glory i^ 
Is not this the daily humble prayer of thy s^uli ^'^I^eaye me n^ O 
Lordt-tomyseifi for without thoe, OJesu, Ic4AdQ4Kithi«gM«4iiothii|g' 
but sin ligisinst thee, and l^pund my own spul«" If thou truly de:^„ 
lightest in the law of God afte? the inward maoi it is tbe^elightof 
thy soul ^^ to do those thiiig!| which are.pleasing in his sight*" Ef^m 
put thi^ sQ\il->humbling> grace-ei^ting question tp thy hoart,. ^^ Wtho^ . 
madie me to lUfTer ? what have I that I have not received*" I bay« ' 
nothing in myself whereof to glory* I glory in him^ who saith^ *^ I 
will work, and who shall let it?".**.l8a* xliii. 13. * 



HRr Hmiarehithis tabernacle do groan, being bmileKed.... 
2Cor.y. 4. ' . 

^ « It ^ a sore t^nptetHw^ tfai^ sakitt of God laaB ager iiaTe-iillen 
wid«IS thaly upon a aunroy of the outward eaa*. pleaaQTe^ ^a&d pios^ 
parily of tlie un^podfy). ^^ tiiey have called the pmtd happ^r^^-Mal. 
iii« I5««»«aad under a senae of their 'iawaud groaaniga^ .buMl«ti9 and 
W9ftowsy have been led to thinks it Is ivaki to serve God, and call in 
<|Ue6t»9n'hia^love to then and care 'for thenK Sach sentiitietitft aa 
theeey at timea exerciae theiMnibdas ^ Icalledby grace!- la my aoul 
quickened and-mado.aUiie to God? have I < fled to Jeana tortiiige^ 
ala I a ehild of God b^ adoption^ tlnongh^theiisutii ofrJeaua^ ^nre^gr 
W cannot be* Was it aoi, ahpidd 1 be draa^ pianfaed all the* daf » aixi 
cbattcned every: morning^ riionld i groon^thus iinden oppressions 
fvom Saltan, tribulation froni tke world ;. and be thus burdened witlr 
the lustaof the fieshy and die camal worikings of ctimipt nature^ 
^mefy if ever I faafve known anytbrag of Jesas in spirit and power, it 
ia^all cx>me to an.enda verily Ibave deanaed my heart in vain, and' 
washed my hands in innocbncyvto no purpose.* Thus doth the iobtle 
serpent artfully steal into the mind, and borroirs the tongue cf saints* 
But this ia very injurious tothe soul, aa we see 4n the experience of 
the Psafas^ist) 73d.Psalm»« And k is highly resented by oiir loving* 
Lord and Saviour^ aa very dishonorable to hi«k» ^e Mat. lii. \3. ^ 
Sadnts' burdens are creature idloliiients ; bdietetv groans are Jesus** 
obncetns ; children'a sorrows reaseh the Father's heart; they are the- 
lot of God's people in every age«' Prophets, apostles, martyrs, and 
confessors t^ Jesus, none exenii>t while in this tabernacle. Yea, they ' 
evidence the life of the soult and also, under the Spirit's influence, 
work for the profit oJf the soul. Hereby it- is instructed in se)f-knoW- ' 
ledge, so as t» how to the sovereignty of God in htmiillty and 
dependence on Jesoa- • Prayer is excited, faith is called into exercisef>' 
GKod*8 word ia searched, promises are prized, exhortations become' 
pleaaant, carnal hapt^ are cnit off, worldly joys become iiicsome^' 
earth is less lov^d, and a sinful body griianed under,* makes perfect 
freedom in glwy longed for. O there is a blesiied writ of ease and 
reattisamed out from the coert of heaven! Soon it wHl be served 
upen m* Then, down tabernacle: up sotil to the presence of thy 
Lord. Farewel gros^ia. Welcome etMial triumphs. Here is a* 
swe<ft 'portion^ comfort; drink of the brookby the way, and lif^up' 
thjrhead; ^ Cast thy burden iqxm the Loi^, and he shall sustain' 
thee^ he shall never suffer the righteous to be moved•'^..•Psa)m lv.1f3.^ 

I 

* « 

Now. let my Lord my Savioar tmile, O why, my soul, why these complaints f 

And shew his name upon my hearts Still while he frowns his bowels move » 

1 wou*d forget my pains awhile* Still on his heart he bears his saints^. 

And in the pleasure lose ihe smart. And feels their loci^ows and his love^ 



rso JUNE 16. 

The oman^nt of a meek and quiet spirit, zohichis in (he 
sight of God of great price... A Pel/xn. ^. . . . 

GopLT pavenis are delighted at their vety hearts^ if tbef see 
tbehr dear phUdren partakers of the grace of God. How joyful to 
hear those, who are part of one's aelf> enquire after Jesus and his 
aalvattoi^r! Love and duty unite to constrain us to teach our little ones^ 
the knowledge of Jesus; to instruct them in the ways of the Lord* 
And if the ^irit of grace is pleased to crown such endeavours with 
«uccess, infinitely more precious is the adorning of jgrace to their 
immortal souls, than all the gaiety of dress to their perishing bodies* 
As we to ours> ao doth the Lord rejoice over all his dear children 
in Christ Jesus* He takes pleasure in their dress, which is the robe, 
.^f his Son's righteousness* Their ornaments, which are the graces, 
pf his Spirit, are delighting to his eyes. ^^He makes them all- 
glorious within :" he loves his own imager which he hath formed by his 
Spirit, *< in the hidden man of the heart*" Both the inward graces 
and the outward fruits are an ornament to them; and ate ^of great 
price.in the sight of their heavenly Father." By daily fellowship with 
our God and Saviour,, we get more and more ^^ conformed to hi» 
likeness." By close walking, constant communing, free conversing 
with Jesu^, love is maintained in the hear^: and a meek and quiet 
ispirit eyer.accoQipanies love* Where the fiwHier is wanting, the 
'declinings of the latter are evident* As faith woriiu by love, so love, 
shews itself by meekness of spirit and quietness of behaviour- Ther^ 
i| a sweet harmony in the graces of the Spirit* By faith the soul 
abides in Jesus, and receiveth out of his fulness* By love the heart 
- is comfortable. And as Peter and John said to the beggar, " What, 
Ve have received of the Lord, that we give unto you." So the chris* 
tian dispenses out of his heart, love to his brethren, and is peaceai^ 
and quiet to all mankind* . Love controuls the boisterous passions 
of nature* Love constrains to meekness of temper and quietness of* 
spirit* We sadly mistake, «^d ai^ greatly^ deceived by our corrupt 
iiature, carnal reason, and the subUlty of S&tan, when we act with, 
apy other spirit, and attempt to %M an excuse for it- Nay^ but it is 
unbecoming our character, adisf race to our profession, a dHhonor 
to our Savioui' ; it grieves the Spirit; is a badge of Satan's livery ; ^ 
fcuit of the flesh, i^ is contPary ito thie Spirk. The wrath of man 
\Yorketh not the righteousMss Of God, peace of men, nor the 
cpmfort of the soul* " Put on as the elect of God, meekness."* 
CoUiii. 12. 



*•• 



Hle»&'dar« tire meek* who stamdi a&r Bles&M are the men of peace fnt Ifie,' 
Frpm i»fAmipa«tion« noiieadkiwzr \ Whoqiaench the eoa^ftol|<rowin|:6Crvft!<, 
God wiU secure their happy state, They shall be calKd the heVn of Mi«t, 
And plead theircauMaffaiiHttJthe great. The sods of X^od, the God of peace^ - 
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For the Lord will not forsake his people for his gre^t 
name^s ^ake : Because it hath pleased the Lord to mi/ike 
you his people....! Sam. xii. 22. 

The prophet Samuel, like the apostle Paul, ^'shunned not to 
declare all the counsel of God.".«.*Acts xx. 27. They feared no licen- 
tious consequences from preaching the faith-establishing, soul-com- 
forting truth of God's unchangeable love to his people. Yet Samuel 
encourages the people to cleave close unto the Lord, and not turn 
•aside from following him ; assuring them, if they walked contrary 
to the Lord, though he would never change in his love, or cast off 
his people, ^^whom he did fore-know,*' yet he would change in his 
conduct and dealings towards them. << God will surely visit their 
.transgression with a rod, and their iniquity with stripes ; neverthe- 
less, his loving-kindness he will not utterly take away, nor suffer lus 
faithfulness to &lK*'.*..Psalm Ixxxix* 32, 33. Like a tender and 
affectionate parent to a disobedient child, his love is ever the same 
when he corrects, as when he dandles on the knee* It is of the 
Lord's good pleasure only, that he chuses and makes a people for 
his glory* He calls them to himself by sovereign grace. The honor 
of his name, and the perfection of his attributes, are engaged for 
their safety and salvation. 

The faith of a christian, how firm its foundation ! It builds on the 
rock of ages, the eternal truth of an unchanging God of love. His 
*^ hope is an anchor to the soul, both sure and stedfast, which is 
entered within the veil, whither the forerunner for us is entered, 
even Jesus."....Heb. vi. 19, 20. How then should our love be in- 
flamed, and bum with incessant ardor to our ever-loving Lord and 
Saviour? Hath it pleased the Lord to put me among his children? 
to make me one of his people ? It wa» free, unmerited love. Hath 
the blessed Spirit enriched my heart, with faith in precious Jesus? 
hath he in his word, over and oyer assured us, that " he will never 
leave nor forsake, but whom he loves he loves to the end?" Why^g 
all this? Even because it pleased the Lord: <^so it seemed good in 
his sight." And have I sinned? Heart-wounding thought I sinned 
against his love? am I backsliden in affection? grown cold and in- 
different to the kindest and best of beings? shameful ingratitude! Is 
the love of God in Christ Jesus, the source of all present grace, the 
security of future glory? Verily it should sink poor sinners to the 
lowest humility ; affect with the deepest self-abasement and sorrow 
for sin; yet excite godly hope said rejoicing in Christ Jesus; and 
influence to the most cheerful diligence of serving a God of love, 
*' without fear, in holiness and righteousness befdre him, all. the 
days of our life." " This is the love of God, that we keep his CMi^ 
mandments/'.;..l John v. 3* 

Vol. L Y 
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Because in him there is found seme goed thing toward 
the Ijord God of Israel^ in the house of Jeroboam.... 
\ Kings \\v. 13. 

8vcH was the testiinonj which the Lord gave by his prophet of 
yemig AUjah) the son of wicked Jeroboam. The ikthei^ was bran^^ 
ed) even to a proverb) for his abominable wickedness* Behold^ the 
*son is recorded by the Lord for his goodness: singled out from the 
whole house of his father, to be blessed of his God, and to come td 
his grave in peace* 

Chikh^n of grace c^ten spring from the loins of ungcxily parents. 
Theoffiipriog of godly parents, often appear graceless* Grace U 
not hereditary. Grace is the sovereign gift of God* iParetits may 
and oug^t to give good instructions, but God only makes the^i sue* 
cessfuU Some good thing would not have been found in youag 
. Abijah, if the Lord had not put it there* It was of the will of the 
Lord, or because the Lord was his father, as his name Abijah sig- 
^niiiesk God^ covenant children, though by nature children of 
wrath, and though in their <^ flesh dwells no good thing ;^' yet, 
through the grace of the Holy Spirit, ^^ they are created anew la 
Christ Jesus) in righteousness and true holiness, unto good works i** 
and after the inward man, ^^ they delight in the law of God." Some 
good thing is found in them, which manifests itself in love, fear and 
obedience to the Lord their God. The graces of the Holy Spirit 
in the hearts of believers, and the fruits of the SjMrlt in their lives, 
»are evidences in time, ^ God's covenant to them iu Christ Jesus 
before time* God views the work of his new creation in the soul 
<with delight; pronounces it good, and to his own glory records^the 
graces of his pecrple* What comes from God leads to him* 

Thus we see ^ some good ^ing" found in the heart of Abijah,. 
manifesting itself in the wicked house of Jeroboam, to the glory of 
Jehovah the God of Israel. .. O how highly hcmored are some who 
are converted to God's glory and service in the morning of youth! 
while the sun of righteousness doth not arise upon others, till the 
sun of nature is neai* setting. Hath distinguishing grace made us to^ 
differ, as well from our former jielves, as from others^ It is all from 
the love of the Father through Jesus Chrtsl^ by the power of the 
Spirit. We have nothing whereof to glory in ourselves, nor over 
others; it is our duty to confess it with our lips^ and manifest it ia 
our lives. May it encourage us daily to y^Hik in. &ith and lovje*. 
^ The just ^all live by faith."..-Heb* x. 38. 
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Let nb *iAii beguile ytm ofytmr reward...iC0L H. 18. 

There is a present reward of grace enjoyed in the hearts of 
the faithiul) Utrhich consists in pardon of mx^ P^ftce of conscience, 
"imd jof in the Hc^y GhoiA. Thieee are the inwards oilom^* toili 
and $ufferiBgs fer us. Since m artful and "subtle serpent hllh f^anied 
acceiss to the humnn heart) we can never be warfie4 too imicb^ 
beware of men. Satan decmved man at the beginning^ by meani^f 
pairt of himself. He still beguiles men by mam Though the advier- 
sary cannot pliitk one of Christ's ^eep out of his hand»> not* i«b the 
loving Saviour of one of the precioua jewels of hit ttiedialoiiat cN>wn» 
still we are to consider him as a restless^ implacable b^ iii4io wHi 
ttnveby all means to perplex and distress our souls* Has Jehovah 
Jesus appeared to us in th^ vision of faith? Hath hf vpoke to «fai 
trembling hearts in his word and by his ^irit» as he did to the 
fkther df the faithful ? ^^ Fear not, I am thy shield, mid thy exeeeding 
great rewai^."«*.*Gen« xv. \. like the racers in the Olympie 
games, we must expect &lse judges, corrupted umj^res, who wffl 
judge agaiidftt ud; determine the prize contrary to ou/faith and tope 
SI fnee*grace promises and soverei^ determinations* 
' They will judge agamsi the truth and glory of our priee, as though 
we were tiot comt^etii in Christ Jesus ; as though we were not i^iais 
by his wisdom ; righteous by his righteousness ; holy by his hl>lmessi 
perfectly redeented from all sin, curse and wrath, by his compkto 
redemption; but that somewhat is to be found and trustj^d to in 
nature and sel^ to' entitle us to God*s grace, and secure to tts « 
croiim of glory. Blessed admonition! ^^ Let no man beguile you," 
judge ugainst you, ye-free horn, heaven*bom s^uls, concerning thie 
perfect freeness, and infinite fuibess of your prize, your reward^ 
Jesus. For by tiiis they would weaken your faith, disturb your 
peace, and oppose your comforU So they would beguile you torrai 
uncertainly; as though your hopes were susp^ided on your o^n 
faithfulness to grace, your fulfiiHng terms and eonditiosa, whereby 
to secure the , prize. Ever reject such selfish, meroenary, base, 
compounding notions with detestation ; as contraiy to covenant love 
and gospel grace ; dishonoring to our predaus Saviour, ^md grieving 
to the holy, sovereign %)irit, who bears witness) that ^^ there is a 
feinnant according to the election of grace ;" that tbe prize is ad* 
jidgedto them *' by grace, not of works;, otherwise grace is no 
more'grace:: butif itbeof woiQcs, then it is no more of graces other* 
wise work is no more work.'*....Rom. xi. 5, 6. 

Firm as the eartk thj gospel stands, Hi» boBor is t^ngag'd to atire 

My Lord, mj hope, my trust ; The meaneK »i his sheep* 

If I am found in Jestn' haad>« AH that his heav'nljr Father cav«^ * 

Vy soul can me'er h« lost* His hands secpre^ Jkf ^p> 
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Verify thou art a God that hidest thyseffj Oirod itf^IsroA 
.. the Saviour.... ha. xlv. 15. 

Mourning under a sense of ftin^ and toinpiaimng^ of inbred 
ooMTuptionS) 'are conmtent with fidthin Jesus, and rejoidng In his 
siSlyi^tion* ' Somnring under the pshiftil sense of an absent God, hifH 
been tiie experience of saints in dl ages; few, if any, have been 
exempt from it* And this is an etidence that they have felt his com* 
fordng presence, enjoyed the smiles of his love, and rejoiced ki the 
light of his countenance* So the \]St and love of the sout is mani- 
fested* A ehristtan is known by his sorrows, as well as joys. He 
sorrows aflter a godly sort* 

But why should a God of love hide himself from his dear childrenf 
We may say, he is a sovereign, and answer in the words of Slihu**- 
Job xxxiii; 1S««*.<« He giveth not account of any of his matters." But 
it is most sweet to say with -David, ^ Continually let the L(»^ be 
magnified, who' hath pleasure in the proc^rity of his servants*"*;^* 
Psalm XXXV* 37* Therefore when God hides himself from the souls 
9i his beMevi^g children, it is in love, wisdom, and faithiulness to 
them: it is to advance his own ^lory, and to further the prosperity 
of ^dieir iouls* But he never foaves himself without a witness in 
their hearts, for we ^ee the church addresses him ^ough he hideth 
himself**«.sweetly applies to him as Jesus the only Saviour, and 
utters her complaint befole him, ^ Thou hidest thyself/' and I am 
troubled* So the withdrawing of the comforting warmth of the sun, 
mskes vegetable nature droop and koiguish, and it mourns in silent 
sadness* But the root is still alhre j and it wi)], when-the sun returns, 
bring forth its fruit in due season* Backward springs, ofben produce 
the most plentifiil harvest* So the Lord teaches his sovereighty, 
foots the soul in humility, prevents the growth of spiritual pride, 
reproves a careless walk, chides for woii(tty«mindedne8s, causes 
great searchings of heart, embitters sin, excites to holy mourning, 
Calls forth earnest longings, restless seekings, and fervent prayings* 
"^ Saw ye him Whom my soul loveth?" wiH be the restless enquiry of 
ia- loving, deserted heart* I cannot live without him t his presence is 
^heaven ; his absence is hell* Soul, ever beware of lending thine ear 
'for a moment to any base suggestion^ contrary, to this sweet dedara- 
tion of an unchanging God of troth and love : " In a mttle wrath* I 
•hid my fece from thee for a momi&vt, but. with everlasting kindness 
^11 1 have mercy on thee, swth.theLoid, thy Redeemer*'U**.Isa* 

Bv; 8* 

/ How bouadlcss is our Father's grace, Wljat tho* I mourn an hiding God, 
• Inlieij^ht and depth and length : His faithfulness I trust, 

*H« made- his ^on our righteousness/ ' His word, his love, can never ffcil % ' 
<Htt Spirit is our finpen^th;' The Lord I Urve....is just* VS^ 
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&nd is^yto respecter of persons: But in every nation he that 

feareth God and workeih righteoiisnesSy is accepted zviih 

. /ii'm..,.Acts x.34y 35. 

j> It is a eoinmon, artfol device of the adversary to insinuatet 
^one part of scripture opposes and contradicts another." Hereby lie 
aims to distress the minds, weaken the confidence of disciples, and 
to render the doctrines of grace of no esteem. The unlearned and 
vinstabiein the truths of free grace salvation, >^ wrest this, as they 
do also olher texts- of scripture, to their own destruction." It was 
ferthest from St* Peter to make this declaration, to subvert the iunr 
damental truths of the gospel, and the one only way of salvation taught 
by himself; fnamely, by ^^ election, according to the fore-knowledge 
of .God the Father^ through the s^ictification of the Bpixit unto obedi- 
ence, and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ.".... 1 Pet. u 2. 

• But he now perceived of a truth that this blessing :cameeqt»|lly 
alike upon Gentiles as well as Jews. ^^ God is no respecter. of per^ 
4ions." This is a most comibrtabie truth to the. vilest of the humati 
race% There is nothing that claims respect in the pei%on of one iiian 
above another in the sight of God* • ^^ All are alike: corrupt and 
become abominable. There is naturally no fear of God .before our 
eyes.' There is none that doth goddj no not one." There is no 
difference. Jew and Gentile, puUicMD and phartsee* outwandlf 
devout, and openly prophane, are all upon a levd in p^nt of^ju^i^ 
fication before God* Enlightened souls see and own this in deep 
hutniltty^ and self-abasement: while proud phariaeeis cludloige and 
claim respect from God,, because they think their persons and cha- 
racters are more amiable in his sight than otber$. 

^ Bntsaitfa Moses, ^^ The Lord your God is a mighty and terriUe 
God, who regardeth not persons, nor taketh reward«"«..*Deut. x» 17^ 
-What reward can poor sinners give to procure God's regard, brUie 
his justice, or avert his wrath? Do they naturally fear God and woik 
righteousness in order to this? Lay thine hand upon thine hearti 
O 'soulf judge as in the sight of God. Say« was this thy natu^d 
conduct and practice towards him? God knoweth, to hate him and 

* work wickedhsss is the natural state and practice of thee and of aO 
tnen. But yet he that feareth God and worketh righteousness, be 
he who or what he will,v is accepted with God* For this is a full 

..proof of being ^^ accepted in the beloved Jesus." The Lord puts his 
fear in one's heart according to covenant promise....ler. :t:xxii. 4p. 
He renews us in righteousness and true holiness. Hence our practice 
is agreeable to our state. Prayers and alms come up before the 
Lord as a memorial of what he has done on the heart. And ^^the 
s^meLftrd over all, is 4*ich in. mercy to all that caU upon him* 
Whosoever shall call \xpm the name of the Lord^ shaH be sffved* 
Rom. X. 12, 13. * 
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fVhick is not another (gospel)^ hut there be some thAt 
trouble you and zvould pervert the gospel of Chriit.... 
Gal. i. 7. 

TkouBLE US indeed ! it is our wisdom to hear preaching with an 
•(tentiTe mind, an humble heart, and a godly jealousy over irhat Ift 
^K)ken; The sweet sound of the gbspd is joy to the heut, and as 
marrow and fatness to the soul; for it prodaiihs nothmg but good 
news or ghid ttdings. This is its name : its nature and properties 
perfectly agree therewith* Hence it is cailed..«.Acts xx. 34,.«»The 
goap^ of the grace of God; or good news of his free favor. And 
Ephes. i. 1 3.*..^^ The gospel of salvation ; or glad tidings of salvation 
by Christ only.*' It was the wisdom of Adam to distinguish and give 
a proper name to trcry creature of God. Every christian shoaM 
imitate him in knowledge, to distingoish the law from the gospel) and 
to call each by its proper name. For when the law of works and gos^ 
pd of grace are bl^ided together, it pu2eies the mind and disturbs tho 
conscience. We may say of tiie gospel, as TertuUus said of Cs^sar^ 
^ By thee wie enjoy great quietness. "....Acts xxiv. 3. For by it the 
mind and conscience of the believer is filled with peace and comfort* 
From hence springs his love to God, and holy conformity to his wilh 
' But preaching terms and conditions to be performed by ns, in ordet 
to enHtie to gospel gi*ace, hath a native tendency to distress the mind» 
weaken faiths damp love, deject hope, and of consequende make the 
believer less se&lous t)f good works. Yet, thro^h blindness and 
igaoitance, some call this gospd; but Paul denies k: he says, ^^ if 
is not anotbeis" he won't mention gospel. It deserves not the name ; 
it is a mere system of man's devising* O but if there is great talk 
of tlie interest of moraitty, and a q)ecioU3 pretence to holiness, this 
makes a great shew in the ilesh, so as to trouble some, and deceiviaf 
many. But su^ ^^ pervert the gospel of Christ; the everlasting 
gospel." For that proclaims eternal eiei^on, everlasting love, an 
establtsdied covenant of grace ; brings everiaating coosolations to the 
Soul, by an everkusting righteousness tlm}ugh fiuth: and sure and 
^certain salvation to every believer. Txs gospel, like some ^atel)r 
ship, is richly laden with the moat munificent blessings of the patri* 
iiiony of our Father ; the It^ will and testament of our precious 
Saviour, fireely consigned under the testimCMiy of tk^ Spirit, to us 
poQT) lt)st, perishing sinners. O believer! study the imikieose value 
^k) riches of the gospel: be on thy guard, lest any deprive thy mind 
"of its freeness and fulness. Gospel-perverters su*e c(»^sciencc*4roub« 
iers. Listen not to their specious guiles, lest thy mind be perplexed; 
Ck>ry to our God, bene is our mercy ; though false teachers shall 
Arise, though they may trouble, yet ^4t is impossible, saith out 
Saviour, that they should deceive the elect of G^' ^.^Malt. %m^3i4i. 
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*Jnd the counsel qf peace shall be between ikem both..:^ 
Zeeh, vi. 13, 

With what rapture and ecstacy of soul the good old patriarch 
iBrael heard of his son Joseph ? Not only alive, but also governor of 
|he land of Egypt* ^' It is j&nough," said he* As though he could 
^joy no m^*^ How then ought the hearts of poor sinners to h% 
£lled with joy, and fired with transport to hear that their friend and 
brother, Jesus, Jives for evermore $ that '^ the government is upon 
bis. shoulders;" that he is their King and their Priest upon his 
thvone : that the counsel of pe^tce is established, fixed and unalterably 
established, between the Father and him on their account ! Surely, 
if we believe this, as verily as Jacob believed the report concermng 
bis son, w« shall also cry out with him. It is evough, perfectly 
•ufiicient* More joyful news cannot be heard* More comfortable 
^uth cannot be believed* Fuller evidence cannot be d<sstred» 
StK^ger proofs cannot be given than is revealed of the covenant* 
transactions of the adoralde trinity, in behalf of sinners of mankind* 
^ Here is the Lord of hosts, and the mam, the blessed* man, who 
b called the branch. And see we not the third person in the divine 
essence? For the establishing of faith, be it ever remembered, 
Ihpugh the Father and the Sonoply are oftjen mentioned in sctip- 
tare ; yet the Lord the Spirit in his o0ce is evidently to be Bee» and 
clearly to be known. For whatever is covenanted and agreed between 
God the Father and Son, is manifei^ed and revealed and enjoyed ia 
ithe heart by the holy Spirit. We had never heard of this blessed 
peace^ had it not been by the Holy Ghost through the word of truth# 
Therefore it is '< the Spirit that bears witness, because th^ Spirit is 
^ath.'\«».l John V. 6. Ever bear this in thy mind, disciple^ As 
thou hadst not known sin, but by the law : so thou couldst not have 
any knowledge of peace and pardon, but by the gospel through the 
S^rit. He is- the revealer, sealer and applier of all grace, peaee» 
love and holiness. ^^ The love of the Father is shed abroad in our 
hearts by the Holy Ghost givett unto us." " He shall testify of me,'* 
saith Jesus: all my members shall be taught of him: ^ He shalt 
glorify me."..» John xvi* 14* Here is a peace established between 
keaven and earth : between the righteous Lord and sinful man, firm 
ts a rock, durable as the ages of eternity. 

God the Father is the author of this peace. Jesus hath obtained 
&1S peace by the blood of his cross. Rebels and traitors against Ged> 
are made the subjects of this peace. The Spirit begets &uth in |he 
beatt. ;'He applies the peace of God which passeth all under^andtng 
tk> the soul tfarovgh the iaith of Jesus. And though all in natui^ 
wn, satan, and the world are at vrar with us; still ^isis our glorryii 
^^:Jesttsisottrpeace«"««*«Eplwii.^ li» ^ . 
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In the muUtludc (if my thoughts xvithin me, thy contorts 
delight my soul.. ..Psalm xciv. 19. . 

Vain thoughts and carnal reasonings, like impertinent Tisitors, 
often intrude upon the christian's mind* In this depraved state it 
cannot be otherwise- Though born again of the Spirit, and our 
minds renewed by grace ^ still our old friends, our present foes, the 
world, the flesh, and the devil, will furnish us with various exercises 
from troublesome thoughts. That they do cause grief, are^prayed 
against, and resisted, is a blessed evidence of a regenerate schiI ; 
which is also fed, delighted, and comforted With the spiritual truths 
pf God's gracious word. 

There are frequent seasons when God's dear children ate exercised 
with distressing, gloomy thoughts. Afflictions are painful and 
grievous to the flesh; then how naturally do these murmuring and 
repining thoughts arise? ^' Are these the tokens of God's love? Iiow 
can I who am thus visited with such sorrow, pain, and trouble^ think 
the Lord loves me with the love of a tender father, or that I am his 
ehild?" The sight of our vile polluted nature, corrupt lusts, sinful 
passions and affections, sink and discounige our spirits. A multi-? 
tude of thoughts arise within ; how can I have faith in Jesus, love to 
him, and delight in his ways, while I find so much in me contrary 
to his will, and unconformed to his image? If the Lord hides away 
his iace, and withdraws the comforting setise of. his presence, then 
these dejecting thoughts beset us: God is acting in wrath against 
us*...his mercy is clean gone for ever. And with the church we are 
apt to think, " The Lord hath forsaken me : my Lord hath forgotten 
me."....Isa. xlix. 14. 

This is all very natural. But what says the voice of grace ? Most 
cheering, most delighting to the harassed mind. ^< Many are the 
troubles of the righteous, but the Lord delivers out of them all:" 
^ As many as I love, I rebuke and chastcu.".*..R|BV. iii. 1 9. ." Can 
a woman forget a sucking child, that she should not have compassion 
on the son of her womb? Yea, she may forget ; but I will not forget 
thee."....Isa. xlix. 1 5. ^< This man (Jesus) receiveth sinners«"^..» 
Luke XV. 2. <^ His blood cleanseth fron> all sin."*.*.! John i. 7. 

God's immutable love, unchangeable covenant, eternal truth, sacred 
word, precious promises, and solemn oath, all stand engaged for the. 
safety and salvation of souls redeemed by Jesus : who saith, " He 
that believeth on me shall never perish."....John iii. 15. Shall any 
9r all the powers of earth and hell make Jesus, the God of truths a 
lii^r ? The bible is the christian's charter. It is our wisdom to ;itudy 
that, and to judge of God's love from his word and promises, not by 
pur circumstances, trials, frames and feelings : For, 

Whate'er thou found*st him at the besti Chriftt rests forever in his love, 
He's at the worst the same He never lost his fame^ 
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Wkeh'mf iaul fainted within me, I remembered'the Lordj 
and my prtnfer came in unto thee, into thine holy tempU... . 
. Jonah ii. 7. ■ ■■ 

Ih the prophet Jondi't cohdact we have a true pictare dF h^mari 
liMnre, in its strong; opporidon to the pover and grace of God. 
Though Jestn dothts Ms saints vith righteousneBS, and the Spirit 
sWicti&es md renews them in the spirit of their minds; yet [aide, 
obttioBcy, and adf-will still dwell in their corrupt, fallen nature* 
The Spirit of truth and wisdom hath discovered the vile sins of his 
eminent proi^ets and faithflil people, as well as their hoty graces* 
This proves as a toncb-stotie to us, to try whether we have rfeceived 
tiie true grace of' God ih our hearts. A regeiieiute soill will never 
4raw any encouragement to indulge himself in sin and rebellibh 
agafaistGod, because he readsof David's complicated sins 6f murder 
and adultery; of Jcmah's fleeing from, and provoking behaviour ft> 
Ood; «rof Peter's sbd denial of Jesus with abominable oaths afifl 
ciiraes. If scripture truths proves as potson, it is only to reprobate 
minds. They are erer wholesome food to sanctiRed hearts. Such 
beh(M in the fair of the saints of old, the evils to which themselves 
Ac ev«r liable. If they are kept, they are huinbte; and gjve the 
dear Saviour all the gloty. If they are &Ien low, they remember 
the Lord. " I remembered the Lord," says Jonah. Grace creates 
K good heart-memory, where there is a bad bead-menliOryi The 
soul can never forget the Lord Christ. It calls to mind the Lord's 
love, and hoW he dealt with his people bf old. They see his loving 
kindness, ftithfiilness and truth, never &t1ed them. 

H^ce the Holy Spirit stirs up and encourages poor, broken hearted, 
backsliding souls to trust in a God of covenant love. A sense of 
pain brhigB the body into a weak, fainting state. So a sense of sin, 
fear of God's wrath, the hidings of his face In Christ Jesus, makes 
the soul 6dn! and languid. Biit in the lowest ebb Af hope, and under 
the weakest frames of soul, the sanctified memory, though it bears 
a fi^thful record of past sins, yet it is also a precious repository of 
God's free-grace truths, and most precious promises in Christ Jesus. 
His Imman nature is the tchplb, in which God and man meet; to 
which sinners look ; and through which grtce is bestowed. Hence 
thi; poor soul' is excited t» mourn under the displeasure of an offended 
Father; and yet to cry to him in hope against hope; to pray to him 
ia fiuth, though it has not one encouraging symptom in nature and 
^If: hut looking br all in Jesuq. O most blessed words from the' 
Father to humble beliering souU; " I wiU remember their sins no ' 
more.".«.Jer. xxxi. St. 
Vol. L 2 ■- . 
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And now, littk children, abide in him; that when he shiM 
appear, we may have confidence, and not be ashamed 
before him at his coming.... 1 John ii. 28. 

^ A BURNT child dreads the fire :' so a soul who has &llen into 
any snare of the enemy, when rescued by grace, fears the same evtt 
and wisely cautions his brethren against it. I fell, do you beware* 
So it was even with the beloved disciple John* He (Hd' not abide by 
Jesus in the day of trial ; but, with the rest of his discij^es, forsook 
him and' fled. But who can tell* the sorrow of his heart? who can 
paint the distress of his mind and the shame of his face, when Jesut 
appeared to them, and John said, " It is the Lord?".«.J<rfmxxi. 7.' 
And is Jesus gone but for a season ? wiH he assuredly come agaiti 
and take all his little children home? and do we expect his a|^>eaav 
ance ? do we believe we shall shortly see him in the glory of hk 
Father and of his holy angela? What constancy and courage should 
this inspire us with ! how ought christiian soldiers to abide in Jesuft 
the captain of their salvation ; abide in a steady profession of hiA 
name ; in a firm reliance upon his death and atonement ; in a coi^ 
fident hope ofbeing righteous in him ; "accepted in him the beloved;" 
in an uninterrupted obedience to his will, and an earnest endeavour to 
follow his example ! and above all, to abide in child-like dependence 
upon him, loving to be near him, conversing freely with him, pour- 
ing out our hearts before him, simply telling him of our weakness 
and dangers, our troubles and sorrows, and praying him to keep vm 
from falling. This is sweet and pleasant, thus always to abide in 
the faith of our Lord. The more we thus delight ourselves in the 
Lord, the more we grow dead to all things beside him* But, soul, 
be assured that conforming to a vain worid, complying with its sinftd 
customs, gratifying the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye, and 
th^ pride of life; as this is not abiding in the teachings of Jesus, it 
will weaken thy confidence in iiim, and bring shame upon thy soul 
before him. Thou findest it so even now, when thou dost a|^roaeh 
unto his throne of grace. How often, from thy foolish forsaking 
thy master and his ways, have thy hands been made to hang down, 
thy knees feeble, thy heart fiiint! O how hath holy boldness in Jesus 
forsaken thee, and shame and doubts and fears overspread thee! O 
then if thou hast any regard for the glory of thy Lord, any concern 
for thy present peace and joy, study and pray to live and walk so as 
to enjoy the presence of thy Saviour. 

I cannot beaV thy absence, Lord ; I was not born for earth or sin, 

My life expires if thou depart ; Nor can I live on things so viles 

Be thou, my heart, still near my God, Yet will I stay niy Father's ikat, ^. [ 

And thou, my God» be near my htait. And hope atid wait for heav'n awhilK ^ ^ 
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dud thaltnat God avenge his awn elect, which cry dcof and 
night ta him, though he bear long zvith them?. ...Luke 

, xviii. 7. 

This question im{4ie» the strmgest assertion. Thus our Lord 
i^OQclude^a parable he had delivered to this end, ^' that men eu^t 
sdwaf 8 to praf and not to faint." .Our Saviour well knew how readf 
Im disciples' hands. are to hang down and their hearts to grow languid 
juid faintt so as to be remiss in this dutf. Therefore his loving 
heart would stir up and encourage them to a constant perseverance 
in prater; assuring them that God's ears are ever open to their cry, 
and his omnipotent arm .would most certainly avenge the enemies of 
his own elect, and surely deliver them from all their troubles. Hath 
the Lord loved hid people with an everlasting love ? hath he chosen 
them in Christ Jesus horn before the foundation of the world? hath 
he given them the precious faith of his own elect, and the cry of his 
children, Abba, Father? and shall an unjust judge deliver one whom 
he cares hot fw, and the just and holy Lord leave any of his beloved 
little ones to the power of any adversary ? O, believer, never indulge 
such an hard thought of thy heavenly Father! Doth sin make thee 
cry? satan cause thee to .call? the world excite thee to complaint 
Blessed be God for a throne of grace to go to, and an all-powerful 
King to-protect and conqiier for us.. Duty is thine ; be cai*eful not 
to neglect it. Deliverance is the Lord's ; be assured in his own 
time, way and manner, thou shalt receive it. Remember, one mo* 
ment before thy Lord's time would not be thy mercy. 
' Thy prayers, however frequent or fervent, do not influence the 
Lord to elect and chuse thee to salvaticm* No; but the cry of a 
heart believing in Jesus is an evidence of election. Therefore thou 
art in Christ always acceptable to God^ so are thy prayers through 
him: " The prayer of the upright is his delight.".*..Prov. xv. 8. 
Though thy comfort; txiay be often damped through the coldness and 
deadiiess of thy prayers ; yet art thou to persevere, conscientiously 
in thy duty. Why? To profess thy subjection to the Lord: " H^ is 
thy Lord, worship thou him.^'....Psalm xlvii. 11.. Therefore prefer 
a cold prayer before hone at ^11* Better to bring words that want a 
soul, than neglect to bring our bodies which have souls in them : 
'^ Take with you words»"....Hos. xiv. a....and say, if you cannot 
take the spirit and pray. This is the only foundation of hope of 
being heard, not our frames in duty ; but the prevalcncy of Christ's 
intercession for us before the throne, and the faithful promises of 
God in him by the word and Spirit of truth. « Continue in prayer,"..... 
Col. iv. 2. 
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)Serail is the gait ^ aitdnarrmv is tks €»t%i ^ich idadeth «»M 
lifes and few there be ihutjlnd U....M<itt. vii; 14. 

So Jesus taught* But teachers in erery age haire tluug^t a 
fefpoad iraf and wide gate. Tkt girealeiM: )^ of prdfessors have 
i^adtly received thdr doctiiHe* Tbmi kr a UMlaachelf trutli ^ Thieve'* 
fere lesttB adds^ ^ Bewaire of false profdi^ts**' It ii-thte sole pter^ 
gative of the kiag^ saintli «o «peii a galt^ tfnd «i«te a way to M[« 
own kingdom* 'GJory to our God, who in so^eHsigii graee and 
everiastibg io^ hath done this. The gospel ^pmelfums, fsse 
w%\,ton%t coHx who wfi.Lt Einrta preklt, wtTBout mokev 
AKo WITHOUT putCE. Jesus 18 tHe stmh gate of God's lo^e^ the 
only gf^bf lighteousness: by him we enter wkh access to G«m!» 
otwnd perfectly justified and ^E«ci<All^ly ateepted before iHin. lesus 
is the narrow way* By the blood ^ his t^ross Ito hath made peace* 
atoned for the sms of transgressors hyotte olTerifig. H^nbe v^alled 
alrait vaA nanow, becaoae tibe only way lib life is by 'One man, one 
inghtediMiess, osx atonoment. Th<isit isagatetif love: a wny 
of grace* Tbo «tfait a gate iot bMiid men to s^e t too narrow a way 
far pnxidy natural men to submit to -^tSk in. Hence *^ lew di€?re 
be that £nd it." But it Is very awful to thkk of, whoever takes any 
totiier way or aims to dUter by any ot^r gate, goeth in the broad 
Msid to evorikstuig <de^tnietion.' His bMness- «id confid^ce is no 
poof that he is Hglit| but a melancholy «ign that he is bUnd and 
flaoeived. Fm- ^ l^e way of a Ibol is ttgtki In liis own efyes."....Prov* 
xii. 15. And ^^ there is a «way which seemcf^ ^ht unto a man; 
but the end thereof are the ways of death* '\...Prov. xiv. 12. fiut 
whoever enters the kingdem by Jesus, feeds in the pastui^sof grace* 
truth and loye ; be drinks of liie river of eonsolatson, and shall be 
Boorished up to eternal fife. Like a person who tates up his resi- 
dence fortife* in a sMire de%htftil kingdom than he wasbbriytn: 
to the bdlaKS' is conformed to the laws, speaacs 1^ language of tiie 
tlew-JeFusidem, and ^ hales the garment sfK^sted with •the flesh." 
Thus the Holy Sphit leads the blhaid by ^ way they knew not, 
trven the r^;lit way to peace, love, holiness, httppiness, eternal life 
and sdvaidcm* Thuato a " little £6ck it is tilie Fafither^s goodpleasure 
to give the kingdom." By las word-be i£»ects them: by his Sgj^ 
be guides them: by his love he com(ferts th^m: by afflictions he 
profits thent: by oonviclion 4>f fon he humbles them: by the pros-^ 
pects of hc^ hit animates them. Ail this is %o make them walk 
steadily in Christ, who is the <# ai^. 

Christ is the sure foundation stone. Chosen of God, to sinners dear» 

Which God in Zion lays, And saints adore the name ; 

To build our heav'nly hopes ups% They trust thehr whole salvation here. 

And his eternal praise* Nor shall they suffer shame. 
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The Lord a in his: bofy temple: Let all the earth keep 
silence before h$m....Hab» iu 20. 

What God's people of <rfd were favored wkh in type miu) 
figure^ we now enjoy in TeaUty and subituice* The tempie of oU 
was an eminent type of the body of JeMift* la it Jehovah made kift 
presence known. Here troubled oontciencea sought relief* The 
mercy^seat was set up Ibr poor stnnefs to approach to. Here Jeho^ 
vah was consulted* From hence he ^oke in grace and love to his 
people, and silenced every ^ilty fear. Thus God was m his holy 
temple: thus God was in Christ reconciling the worik} unto himself* 
Was this ministration j^oifous in the eyes of spiritual worshippers ! 
How doth ours exceed in glory I The fulness of the godhead dwelt 
bodily in Jesus. This is the temple in which God delighU to dwell* 
H-ence grace is ^spensed, peace commumoated, metey bestowedt 
Kfe and salvation iVeely ^ven. 

Here, christian, believe and adore ; bdurfd and wonder; loeAa^d 
admire; admire and love I Jesus is the Lord thy God, worship thou 
him..v.Hear .the gracious words that arespotai from this Uving tem^ 
pie. K«£P SILENCE, at the last aad most foyful words Jesos spoke* 
It is FiNtsHss: my Fa^er^s woik U done* my dear membet's 
salvation is completed. Hear this with joy, meditate on it with lore* 
let the voice of pride a»d self-righteousness be exalted no more* liear 
the vtnce of Jesus only. So shall words of legal terror and wrath be 
silenced: consci^ice shall be at peace: the murmuring cry* and the 
lustful desires of the fiesh shall cease* Thus attend. the voice of 
Jesus. Silence every carnal cavil: every lofty word aad proiul 
imagination, which exalt themselves agamst him* 

Doth the Lord thus speak in and from his temple to lus children? 
Yea more* tie dwells in them. Each sanctified member of Jems is 
aiso called his holy tempW...*l Cor. iii. 17« What nndted honor 
are believers caUed to! ^< Your bodies are the temples of the Holy 
Ghost !''....|chap. vi« 1 9. Most powerful motive to hotiness 1 Be attea* 
tive to the v<»ce of Jesus within. The tem^e of thy heart b the 
throne of his residence. Here he speaketh eiomSott to the troubled 
eoEiseience: like as Jesus spoke to the tempestuous sea* ^PxACEf 
be smr And as he called to lus affrighted disciples* «^ It is I* be 
not a^ldfi" sots the listening soul, who sakii, ^ I will ««tdh to hear 
what he will •say"«.*.te every waiting heait sit his feet* Jesus win 
speak silence to tiie clamours of ^ law* the cpmmotioas ef sin* aii4 
the accusations of satan. 

[hand, 
Send comforts down from thy right And in thy temple let ns see 
'- While we pass thro* dits lMaTeQ4aand. A gtuopse of love, a glimpse' of thee* 
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He will guide you into all lrtiih..:Johnxvi. 18. 

« • 

Our Lord here gives his disciples a farther exhibition of the 
covenant of gracct and a fuller display of the grace of the covoiant- 
Here is a loll proof of the personality of the Holy Spirit, and also ot 
hk soreretgnty in his .opcarations and influences upon his menibers* 
Christ did not tell his apostles, as some ignorantly talk, " If ye will 
but be yielding and tractable, and suffer my Spirit to lead you, ye 
shall enjoy his kind assistance*" No: this were to degrade the glory 
of this divine agent, to exalt the pride of the creature, and render 
the gracious guidance of the Spirit dependent upon the will of the, 
flesh* As though instead of being the cause of life, he was to be 
oi^y a mere auxiliary to aid and assist man's pious motions and good, 
dispositions. Far be such thoughts from our hearts. All glory 
to this heavenly paraclete, ^ be will work* .and. who shall let him?'*. 
He WILL GUIDE into the whole truth of Govetiant4oiiie*^and salvs^tioi^ 
by Jesus Chrisit* This is tht ^d^rahl^personthe Spirit is to testify 
of, and to glorify in the sigh^ heart and affections of his people. 
The apostles themselves were at this time in much ignorance about, 
and strong prejudices against many things concerning Jesus* Aito. 
the ^ture of his kingdom,- they sttll dreamed of the grandeur of a' 
temporal one. Their pi^ejudices were great, in favor of tlieir own 
nation, and they thou^^t ^God was a respecter of persons:" of 
Jews above Gentiles; and were very hardly brought to give up the 
types and shadows, particularly the sign of the covenant^ircumcision^ 
aa noit &lly seeing- that Jesus the substance was really come, who is 
essentially the rzifrn itself. ^"^ 

There is no hope for poor guilty sinners but in the truth* For 
when the Lord declares his name to Moses, this is part of it, ^ I will 
by. no means dear the GuiLTT,".«.«£xod» xxxiv* 7. This must be 
rtry distressing to sensible sinners. I know one who has found it so« 
My poor soul bas been sadly distressed with this text* But the Spirit 
teaches that the truth of God is inviolably preserved, while the guilty 
sinner is perfectly saved in the Lord Jesus, with an everlasting salva- . 
ticm. Jesus stood as our guilty substitute. The Lord laid all ouir 
iniquities upon him* He suffered as our surety all the wrath du€^ 
to our transgressions, ^' and with his atiipes we are healed* "...Jsa* 
liii. 5. The reputed guilty died. The real guilty become guiltiess* 
^**His blood deanseth them from all sin,"....l Johni. 7. '^God is 
just while he is the justifier of the ungodly sinner who believes in 
Jesus,"....Rom« iii. 26. Glory to the condescending Liord, who leads 
us out of the destructive paths of natural pride, self-will, and self- 
righteousness, ** and gives us repentance to the acknowledging of the 
trutb,'%».*2 Tim* ii. 25..**<< that we may be sanctified through tbe 
truth. "o*.John xvii* 17* 
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» 

Let us hold fast the profession qfourfeith withmil H'merr 
ing: (for he isfailfful that promised )....Heb. x. 23. 

Poor chmtian! thy professien is envied by the malice of devils; 
it is the scorn and ridicule of natural men ;• ^and is contrary to thy 
eamal reason. Hence thou hwst the combined force of a threefold 
alliance in arms against tibee; if tlmt by any mieans they may rob 
thee of thy hope. Happy christian I who Uke thy blessed master, 
in the face of "eTery adversary, hast ^^ witoessed a good' ptt>fes8ion>" 
•».. 1 Tim. vi. 1 S. What an ahinating exhortation backed with a most 
precious assertion is this ! Thou must expect to be assaulted by the 
rage of devils, treated with scorn and contempt from wicked men ; 
and often pat to a stand by the carnal reasonings of thy fiesh. Here 
is thy duty; ^^hotd fost" in spite of all apposition: hold fast the 
truths of God. '^It is written," is sufficient to silence every carnal 
argument, to support thy soul against every attack from the wisdom 
of this world. With thir weapon thy blessed master put satan t6 
ffight. Thus defend thyself with the sword of the Sphit agahist 
every foe. Thus encoun^e thy soul daily to *^ hold fkst its profes- 
sion.*' God's revealed truths are feith's objects, faith's confidence, 
feith's security ; for God's foundation standeth sure. ^^ He is faith- 
ful that promised." Why then should thy mind at any time wavef, 
agitate, or be tossed to and fro f The foundation of God standeth 
sure. To confide in the word, promises, and oath of a faithful, 
€Ovenant*keeping, promise-folfiUing God, is the glory of thy soul 
and ^orifiea thy Lord. Is Jesus thy profession P is aU thy hope in 
him? all thy expectation from him? Is he thy all for pardon, for 
righteousness, for sanctification, for wisdom, and eternal redemp- 
tion? dost thou profess him thy alpha and omega? Then be carefbl 
for nothing but to please him*...fear thou nothing but what may 
offend him* Whilst thou lodtest to him only, thou wilt be of good 
couri^. Remember thy fises are his conquered enemies. When 
they oppose, attack, assault, it is to try thy faith, that thou mayest 
glorify him the more* What hast thou already ? Hast thou not thy 
Lord's feithful word; his precious promises; his solemn oath, all 
pledged for thy safety and salvation? Hast thou not found pedce c^ 
• conscience, oomfort of heart, joy of soul In Jesus ? Then cleave 
close to him : hold &st by him. Ever plead (not thy own) but his 
faithfulness. Attend his sweet call from heaven above to all his 
conflicting members b^low : <^ That which ye have already, hold 
1^ feat till I come."*.*»Rev> ii* 25. 

The fearful soul, that tires and faints^ Lord, let not all my hopes he tain» 

Andl walks the wa/s of God no more. Create my heart entirely ncw» 

Is hat esteem'd almost a saint. Which hypocrites could ne'er attain. 

And makes his own destruction sure. Which base apostates ntvcf katw. 
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Jnmoki4rt0l$0^mUlIgiveyeu, ami a mw spifU wHL^I 
put within ymi : and I will take awa^ the stomf heartout 
of jiour fleshy and I will give jjou an heart of flesh.... 
Ezek. xxxvi. 26., 

What absolute dedvalioMSttBe hem 1 aM diipla^ the tw wU ga 
will and almighty favor of a oorenaiit God^ Aa God's heart of lov« 
is towards hia people in Christ, ao hit spirit of powtr woriia in them 
according to the counsel- of his wilk Hoioe tiiey know, lote and 
aerre him. . By the blood of Jems their fins are pardoned and their 
cohscieoces deansed from guilt* By the ^fait of Jesus they are 
inwardly sanctified fron^ their filthineas and idda: a jsew heart and 
a new spirit. is put within theAiy and they are enahled to waUc inhta 
atatutes> and keep his judgmenta* Thus ^ all things are of Godi 
who hath reconciled u^ unto hknself b^r Jesna Christr"*.**)^ Cor. ti 
.17| ia« ^' If any man be in Christy he is & jiew cpeatnre. Old 
things are past way ; behold^ all things aae become new«*' ^ 

^ A christian,' as Luther says, ^ ia a new )»e»lii»e k) a new worid^ 
He has a new heart; he ia under a new govemraent ; seoFes anew 
master, obeys new laws, ia actuated by new. ftars, iiduencod hy new 
love, animated with new deUghta aad new joys. ^ Ah,' aays a^dbcipldv 
^thiaissweetintheory andtru^indoctrino; butinexperiencei&idand 
feel to my grief an old nature of sin and unbelief; and gtoati umto« 
iKxly of death*' This is also very true : yea it is perfectly • consistent 
with a state of regeneration* 6aints of God in i^ agea .&und itsa» 
The Lord in this very text, accounts lor iti <^ I wttttahe away theataoy 
heart out of your flesh,and I will give you anheart of Aesh." NatunAy 
thy heart ia as hard as a stone* Thou oooldst neither feel sin^ nmsni 
lor sin, nor be humbkd under a sense of sin, but tbaoni^ the hlood 
of Jesus applied by the Spirit in believing the truth: ihoii hast alsoA» 
tender, yieldmg heart, a heart of flesh, susceptible of imfieeaaiMt^ 
looking to Jeatis by &ith» malted by love, and moutomg kfiims^ 
Though the king's daughter, the lamb's wife is aU*gloriaus witfisoi 
though her clothing is of wrought gold; yet she is unbanN^F ^Uani 
to a base, wretched, churlish Nabal. ifence, though ^(hou.vhasl 
no confidence in the flesh, and in it dweila no g^ood tlnng ;" yet thw 
dost delight in the law of God aft^the inward num; andha^cottbi^ 
nual cauee of rejoiciog in Christ Jesos^-Phil. iii* 3* . ^ 

• ♦ - 

Our heart, that flinty stubborn thing, And ev*ry motion of oar souts 
That terrors cannot fhOTt, [wralli. To swift obedience draw. ^ 

That fears no thrcat'ninjs of God's Thus will ht pour saWation down. 
Shall be dissolvM by love. And we shall render praiMj 

There shaH his sacred Spirit dwetl, We the dear people of his love, 
And deep eagrsTe his law, Aad he our God of grace. ' 
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My sheep hear mi/ voice; I know themj and they follow 
... me...Joknx.21. 

All our mercies in time and eternity flow from Jesus' knowing 
QS as his skeep. To all such salvation is c^tain ; hoth as to present 
grtfece and future f lory* As a shepherd knoweth every sheep com* 
mitted to his care; so doth our good shepherd* All his sheep were 
evftflastingly beloved of the Father, << chosen in Christ be^re the 
foundation of the world/' and given to Jesus in the eternal counsel. 
Se became surety fertheniy he redeemed them to God by his ewn 
)^ood« Hence he, calls them ^ my sREEP,*'«*..mine by |^.«.«mine 
by redemption. Thus he hath a distinct knowledge of them, aiid 
tpecial property in them. For ^ died Jesus as a fool dieth?" s^nlt he 
,^s predous blood at uncertainty ? paid he the dreadful debt of law and 
justice at a peradventure, whether any soul would receive the eternal 
benefit or not? Surely no : for his undertaking was in infinite wisdom 
and counsel, as well a^ wonderful in grace and love. Jesus Veil 
knew the nature-state of his sheep. They were all gone astray and 
turned «very one to his own way. They would all count their shep^ 
herd an enemy and fly from him as a destroyer, if left to themselves. 
But Jesus saith, I am the good shepherd. He inclines their ears to 
hear, and their hearts to believe in him ; to come to him as such ; 
and to follow him. They have the properties of his own sheep ; 
they give evidence of it. They live upon his word and feed upon his 
love. O alas I what deplorable circumstances were we all in when 
liiis sweet vdce first reached our ears I when this powerful voice 
affected our hearts! It was a sound of glad tidings, love, and salvi^- 
lion to lost sheep indeed. It proved effectual to recall our souls from 
tiie dangerous and destructive paths in which we had lost ourselves. 
Tndy we also may say of Jesus, ^^ never man spake like this man.'' 
The power of his voice begets obedience; and, like the blind man 
restored to sight, we fi>llow Jesus as the shepherd and bishop of our 
souls. We know he^th the words of eternal life. To whom then 
riMmld we go but to him? and it is the delight of our souls to see the 
footsteps of our shepherd, that we may tread therein. Though, O 
loul, thou canst not see whether thy name is wrote in the Lamb's 
book of life ; yet in the light of the Spirit thou mayest read thy name 
in the book of grace, if thou hast heard the voice of Jesus, and art 
following him. Thou mayest safely conclude, ^^the Lord is my 
shepherd, I shall not want."....Psalm xxiii. 1* 



The Lord my shepherd is, 
I shall be well supply 'd; 

Since he is mine, and I am his. 
What ^an I want beside h 

Vol. L 



He leads me to the place 

Where heav'nly pasture grows, 
Where living wafers gently pass. 

And full salvation flows. 
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:Jfzoe confess our siniy. lie isf(utl{ful andjiist to forgive us 
our sins, and to cleanse us from all.tmnghleousne^s...^ 
I John i. 9. - . . 

DouBTLKjss there are nwniy.eoiiftmionff of «in jniifle by the lipt 
of men which are vain mi fruitless* Yea» a mao jotiY ^ under a 
•epiie of legal terror .aod wrath in bis eonacience; and* like Judasi 
in the. ai^^ish pf his spirit confess that he haa aianedt and |ret never 
obtain forgiveness from God* But ev^f believer in Jesus is made 
f^ priest unto Godi to offer spiritual sacrifices by Jqsus Christt . And 
as the high-priest under the law Jajid both his hand^ t^pon the scape* 
goat and nmde confession, of sins.«-Levitf t^\u 2U«..so the christian* 
every anointed one, lays both his hands of faith end hope on Jesus 
Christi confessing the evil of sin^ the desert of sln« the sin pf hia 
nature! and the sin of his lifc) snd pleads for forgiveness- Tbe 
aacrifice of Jeaus is the alone object of his fa^tb* And the blood of 
the liamb is Jiia only hope for pardon^ This.wUl be the daily exer-^ 
Gise of believing souls; for we have daily need both of pardon and 
cleansing* 

. Such soulSf thus confessing sin» are not left in doubtful suspend* 
Do not arguey God is itierciful and perhaps hQ may forgive sin; but 
through the perfection of the one atonement of. Jesus> by the Wiord 
pf truth they are fully assured, God the Father absolutely will par-r 
don; not merely as an act of mercy, but becaust; he is &itltful and 
just. Faithful to his own word, his oath, his counsel and hi4 
covenant-promises* Just to fulfil the engagements entered into with 
Jesus, and to bestow what the precious blood of his Son hath pror 
i:ured for poor sinners* The blood of Christ was tlie stipulated price 
for ALL our sins* This, Christ as our surety hath paid to God*. To 
demand payment for that debt of the debtor, which his surety has 
paid, is not just* But God is just, he doth not this* And thu^ 
through the faith f^ his heart the sinner is brought to make con* 
fossion of sin with his mouth, with godly sorrow and holy shame 
for sin ; and sincere abhorrence and detestation of sin* . And lest 
such a soul should be "swallowed up with oyeninuch sorrow," God 
the Spirit is just, he will assuredly ** cleanse him from all unrigh* 
|eowiness''M**sprinkle his heart from a^ilty consciecice****cleans^ hi$ 
jnind from every guilty fear, through the application of the blood of 
Jesus* So that the soul shall h^ye, ^^ the oil of joy for mourningi 
And the garment of praise for the spirit of he4vines|i3"*M4sa* l;ci* 3. 

Andnowtbe«c«^«t1iavei«ftiaiae«y»8» When justice sciz'd Oo4*>only Sfgn, 
|f4»w 1 bfgia to «eei And pat hU soul to paio ?. 

O the cnn'd deeds i^y sins have APm - Forg^ye aiy guUt, Q prince of peace* 
What maid'rQns thiscs they hfi I Nor let nue woand thee more » 

What, is't for crimes that I had done. Hence from my heart, ye sins, be goae. 
My dearest Lord was slain, ' For Jesus 1 adore. 
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^Wherein j^greathf fejoke^ th&ugh nmo for a season (if 
' fti^ed be) ye ttte ih heaviness through manifold tempta* 
tiom...APei. I. 6. 

Though achtistian be not ali^riy* Jn a joyftl frame, yti he has 
Abikiidant cattse to « rejoice always/* Thotigh ftiany thnigtt ihay rt)b 
him of his frafne, y^t nothing can deprive hiih oif th^fr^otondatitin <rf 
his t5omibi^« Hdppyfor U^i, this impermanent and abiding fcn^ eve^: 
for it is founded ih the love and tmith of an unchangejible God* These 
discipks to whom the apdstles wrot^, ** k^joiced greatly." Why? 
%as it because they #fere peifectly delivered from a body of ^ and 
death? that they -wtfre tiotlike thee and me, O disbi^le, smners? 
'No; }y^\ the mattt^r of their joy, the cause of their rejoicing waS, 
theif *' election according tothe foreknowledge of God the Father;,;, 
sahctificationby the Spirit. ;..sprinkling of the blood of Jesms, 'beiit^ 
•"begottfcii to a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus J"..;.<ind thte 
iassurance of being *^ kept by the power of Cod, through felth, unto 
«alvatibni" Wherein, "in these soul-comftntlng trtiths ye greatl]^ 
tejoice/* saith Peter. ' "^ 

Thus, belieVer, thoti seefst the streams that make glad 'the citi2fen4 
of heaven, flow from the ocean of God*s everlasting love. Thfe 
more thou dririkest of this water, it will allay the thirst of pfide ahcl 
ielf-righteousness, and make thy soul glory and rejoice in Christ 
Jesus alone. But here is a full conviction, that these joyful soul? 
Wei'e imprisoned in a body of sinful flesh: they had their heavy 
seasons ; were assaulted with manifold temptations ; there was a 
season for them, and a need be also. So there is now. Wilt thoii 
not be content to go the same path? canst thou exptct freedom fronfi 
such exercises? Deceive not thyself. It is all the children** lot; 
and the Father sees it as needful as our food: yea, he makes it 
profitable also. Whilst thou art in the flesh sin dwelleth in thee, 
temptation will assault thee, heaviness and afflicticm will bow the6, 
down. Soul-exercises are faith's trials. In the issue they are made 
world-conquering, creature-humbling, Jesus-endearing, heavenly- 
longing blessings. " I am oppressed," said Hezekiah : What then ? 
doth he sink under it? No^; it called forth the exercise of his faith 
and prayer to the Saviour: " Do thou undertake for me.** So the 
Psalmist....Ps. cxvi.^ 5...." I found trouble and sorrow^** " What was 
the blessing of it? Self-depair. He saw no help elsewhere : " Theil 
called I on the name of the Lord.** Verily thy faith must be tried, 
thy patience exercised, prayer encited, <aii w«U as rejoicing of imiuI^ 
Thy Saviour loves to have it so. The government 'ii^ ^pon his 
shoulders. Here is thy mercy, 'while the wicked, like Saul, seek 
to the sorcery and witchcraft of the world ; Jesus^ ^' the eternal Cod 
is our refuge.**M» J)eut* xxxiiit 2r» 
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^t f sOjf ufUoyoUi Love^ur memies^ bkss them thaicufsf 

. yw, do good to them that hate you, mid pray for ^tkem 

that despitefuUy use you and persecute you.... Matt. >i% 44. 

^. XoTS is the veiy ba4ge and char«ct€iTStic of a diicipio of Je^us. 

vJLoT« is of God* AH tempers and passi^His whkh «re cootraF^rtQ 

Ipyi^y ^^^« earthly, sensual^ and devilish*" Let no disciple< say, 

. :T|ti8 U.;a|Qii:^iard saying, who can obey it? Nay, bat.it is the com- 

'Vif^d 9f thy. laving Saviour;, he practised it; he has left thee «an 

exanipl^fc , : To thisend ar^ thoa boni from above of theS^irit of loine ; 

•and art po^QMed with ^ £wtb, which worketh by love." Therefore 

though hard and impossible it may seem to canial reason, and to ^tsh 

apd bl^od; yet we are under the indispensable ol^gation 4o follow 

the. stepsj, and obey the commands of that Jeans, who loved ua and 

died £v US} though hi^ enemies* He hath blessed ns, and prays 

^fbr uf, and does good nnto us, thoughwe have rebellious natuses 

which are at enmity and hatr^ against him. Never^ never till thine 

enemy's hatred and variance against thee exceed thine to thy Lord, 

art thou at liberty to dispense with this command. It is for.theheakh 

and pitifit ,of thy souL In keepipg this comniand of love, verily 

there is a great reward .of in>vapd peace and consolation from the God 

4)f love. . So slialt thou enjoy the witness of his :Spurit, of thine 

adoption. Tell thy Lord ^f thine enemies and pray for them by 

name. Behold the blessed eHfects of love upon the heart of a most 

bittei; i^id implacable foe^l Sam. 34. . See bow David, the man 

after God's own heart actSM..how his faith works by love. When 

hi4 persecuting foe, Saul, was delivered into his hand, love would 

. not suffer him to do him any hurt. Yea, love smote his heart for 

only cutting off the skirts of his robe. Hear the pathetic cry of the 

bloody-minded Saul; struck with astonishment, and melted by lov«, 

.. he said, ^\ Is this thy voice, such thy conduct to me» my son David ? 

and he w^pt. Thou art more righteous than. I ; thou hast rewarded 

me good for evil ; the Lord reward thee for it." Admire and imitate. 

Lpye.is the weapon of thy spiritual warfare; by it thou art suuc to 

, prevail against, and conquer tJt^ine enemy. Therefore >^ if he hunger, 

j^ed him ; if he thirst, . give him drink; for in so doing, thou shalt 

.heap coals of fire upon his. head." So strive to burn up his wrath, 

and melt him into affection. But suppose it hath not this effect 

ppon l)im: it shall turn to the blessing and comfort of thy own sc^l. 

Thou shalt enjoy peace ^nd loye.whidi is in Christ Jesus. 

Lord, flball thy bright example thine The Lord shall on mj side engage* - 
In vain before my eyes? ' And in my Saviour's «sme v 

GU% me a soul akin to tl^ihe, I shall defeat their pride and rage»^ 
To iove my enemies. Who «laader and condemn. 
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rti^ nsiherefcr&feur^ Idst a premise imngitftiBS (^entering. 
r- into his rest, any of you should seem to come short of it.... 
Heb. iv, 1- 

F£AR without futh enslaves the sidul to Vrath and bondage- 

: l^aith without fear tends to liceiitioUsiiess. But a loving, filial fear 

of offending our dear Father and precious. Saviour, ever accompanies 

the grace of fsdth in the heart. Jesus is the r^st of his^ebple* This 

Testis by' promise: and therefore it i&sufe to. all his ^pirltuaise^K)* 

They now enter into it and enjoy it by faith* But, from awfil ihstab* 

' CCS of others falling away iVom the hope of Jestis, the apostles ever 

: exercised a lo^g fear xad a godly jtalousy ovei^ tbek" dear cdnve^js,^ 

-• kst any of them 'should even seem'td^sotne ^ort through tmbeUef. 

'" The Lord only kjviweth trho are his eiect-accordhig to the covenant 

. of grape. . This did not lie open to the eyes even of his chos^ 

^ lassies* ' It could only be ^ade manifest by their fid^ and its fruits* 

Hence they webe continually exhorting disciples to give all diligence 

, to make their calling and election sure* To work out thtir own sjd-t 

:vation>with fear and trembling* Not with a fear of susjncion of the 

' love and iaithfolneSB of a covenant God; but nothing doubting t^ie 

i finished work of Jesus' salvadon, o^ the safety and security of every 

* believer, in him* These ate truths of tht greatest certainty and are 
to-be held with the strongest confidence* But so to fear, lest their 

-own souls sh^ld at any time be so captivated by the devices of satan^ 
^oen&laved by the snared of the worid, so allured by the hists of the 
fiesh, and the pleasures of sense, so kept from Jesus by the work- 
kigs of unbelief, that their conduct should give sad evidence of their 
^ate. Lest it should seem they sought other lowers but Jesus, other 
rest but in him^ other hope and other comforts beside those which 
the gospel affords* . 

. So the apostles were excited to a godly fear over their professing 
: brethren* Ble^ed also art thou, disciple^ who thus fearest conti- 
Bxcaliy. By this evangelical fear, verily thou shalt bekept fi^om de<» 
parting from the Lord* Count not this fear l£oal, as though* it 
tended to bondage* Nay, but it is a fruit of thy Father's love, si 

• grace of the gospel-covenant. It is as essential to the heahh of thy 
, aoul as &ith is to thy being a disciple of Jesus* ^ Be thou in the fear 
- of the Lord all the day long*" If at any time this feu* is castofi^ 

thou art that moment in dai^er of falling* But ^' in the fear of the 
Lord is strong confidence: and his children shalt have a place of 
refuge. "•...Pro v* xiv* 26* 

Praise, everlasting praise be paid Praise to the goodness of the Lotd,^ 

. Tohfm that earth's foundation laid; Who rules his people by his word; 

Praise to the GocL whose strong decrees And there, as strong as his decrees^ 

Sway the creation a& be please. Ut sets his kindest promises* 
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ffrarnoWf pe rebels i tnu^ n^ fekh you water out of this 

It is most probablQ that this harsh, severe speech of Moses, 
cat tnany of GocJ's deai* children to the very heart and struck terror 
to their soiils. Here we *ec the true nature of the holy law. It 
demands attention ^h powef and authority, hear. Its voice is of 
terror; it speaks nothing but Wfath to poor Ainhers' consciences ; it 
caUft thetn by their proper name, ii£bel6. And v^hat ca^lhe poox< 
^ilty tretnbling soul do to appease its terror and escape the wrath to 
Coffte?* Ndthingr Alas, it " concludes him under sin,*' and leaves^ 
him aft much without htrpe of mercy, a& he has of drawing liquid 
ttreamft from a barren rock. But by the goispel eye of faith we sec 
that spSf Itnal rock, JeilUs, whom the law struck, and thirsty souls in 
ill ages drihfe living w&ter from this rock of their salvatioii. • Jehovah 
lOteK hist |]ie6p1e; from ttie affection 6f his heart (notwithstanding 
ttieir mtirmurings)'he commaiids his servant to procure drink fof. 
them. But tneek Moses reproves the children in wrath and in anger 
ftilfces the rock twice. The Lofd resenta his conduct and expressionii 
txntard'them. Because the dear Lamb stood Up in their behalf, and 
spoke In effect what PAuI Wri^te to Philemon concerning Onesimus r 
* What my people owe td law and justice, put that to my account; 
i wHl pay all.'* Therefore the swoi^d of divifte justice " awoke 
against hlm^' he was stnitk by the severe rod of the law; and 
hdfice cooling Itfeams of mercy, refreshing streams of peace, reviv- 
ing atfe^M^ of love, richly gushed out to parched, thirsty, dying 
ftoulft. Yea, the water of this rock follows believing souls, as it did 
tike Childt*en of Israel, all the way through the wilderness of this 
Woi4d. They all drink the same spiritual drink at the hands of the 
Spirit. What consolation to disciples, to consider that our spiritual 
rock evet Mandl atedf&St knA unmoveable ! that all who are built upon 
him are safe and secure from every danger! The storms of tempta- 
tions^ the waves of corruption may dash against them ; but can never 
{ireVaiK Jesus SUfttaiiis them ; everlasting love secures them ; omnipo* 
tence Surtrounds them ; and even justice and truth are engaged in 
theif defence. Yeft, poor believing soul, though the law rates thee 
t r£b£l, and speaks in wrath against thee as such: though thou 
dost eicceedingly quake and fear; yet ever remember, preciou^ 
" JeftQs hath received gifts for the rebellious.'* Waters of salvation 
fiow plenteously from Jesus. It is thy mercy daily to " drink of this 
spiritual rock,"....l Cor. x. 4. . 

Rebels, we bfoke ottr Mak^r^s laws ; The law proclaims no terror now. 
He frtffl tlie threatening set i tHi free. And Sinai's thunder roars no more : - 
Bore the full vengeance on hi« cross, From all his wotinds new blessings flow"^ 
And nair4 tbe curses tQ the tree* < A sea of joy i/rlthout a shore. ' 
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I 

But faith mkich tvorJcelh by lov€l^..Gvi* ¥• 6. 

; In the religion of Je9us, cvety hope «)€ ^^Ir^tion i^ eiteKided, 
but What springs from faith* For fjtith receives isv^ry bles^ipg of 
covenant love of a gracious Lord* The fdith ^f Oq4's el^Qt h^-^ 
lesus for its author, his truths for its object, his word for its w^rpaii^ 
his power for its support, his glory for its aim, and Ipv^ for its 
inseparable companion. Thus the faith of the gospel» is. ever ^^ 
tinguished from natural notions. But it is natural to us. a}^ to piis-r 
take error for truth, fancy for faith, the heat of animal passions for 
love. Yea, and also to be very confident herein- But true faith 
ever worketh by love; ev«n that <* love which rejoiceth in tlw tniti**' 
1...1 Cor. xiii. 6. Jesus is essentially th£ truth* All tlie tevif 
which God hath to us centers in him, and Sows to us through hil% 
Hence '^ God hath chosen us in him before the foundaiiom pf ih^ 
world, that we should be . holy% and without blame before G0.9 jLif 
Lov£ : having predestinated us to the adoption of children by l^\m 
Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his .wtH* to f^ 
praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath jnsuie us ftccf^ted 
IN the beloved, and blessed us with all spirituai blessings it^ he^veidj; 
things IN Christ,"....£ph. i. 3.,.6,.«,<^ and we are miide the .righ|^ 
ousnessof God IN Christ,*^...2 Cor. V. 21. 

Thus faith hath truth for its foundation, and from the knowledge 
of the truth it worketh by love. Love to the God of truth, and tQ 
our brethren, (not as being of this sect or that partyt but) ^ for tbtl 
truth's sake that dwelleth in them,"....2 John, ver. 1, 2* There is aq 
fellowship in love, but what consists in the light of the truth* Thu«i 
our Lord and we " have fellowship one with another.", fl John i* J", 
Take away any part of God's truth, you subvert the fouodatioQ of 
faith, and prevent the operations of love. If we reject the truthf 
that we are elected to salvation in Christ, redeemed by the blood of 
Christ, sanctified in Christ, righteous by the righteousness of Chiist^ 
and safely kept by the xx)wer of Gpd through the faith of CJ^rist ta 
eternal salvation, faith is made void. Th^n love ceaseth to exist* 
Truth and love are equally precious. " The belief of the truth," is 
the precious love of a christian. Love, is the blessed fruit of i^iith* 
Herein consists thy blessedness, O christian ! ^< What God hath 
joined together, let no man put asunder." Therefore we are ex* 
horted, ** Hold fast the form of sound words, in faith and xovs^ 
which is in Christ Jesus,^'....2 Tim. i. IS, So by ** speaking th^ 
TRUTHMK L(>vE, We grow up into him in all thmgs, who is th« 
kead, even ChrLBt,".«..£ph. iv. 15* 

Happy the heart where graces reign. This it the grace that lives and siugv 

Where love inspires the breast: When faith auid hope shaU cease;' ' 

Love is the brightest of the train, 'Tis this shall strike oar joyful ttriagt 

And strengthens all the rest. la the sweet realms of bliss. 
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/ will not leave you comfdrtiess:,.Jdkn xiv. 18. ^i ^ 

We are bom into this world crying ; we live in it complsdning'^; 
and we go out of it sorrowing, fot any comfort it can yield us. 
When eardtnal W^oolsey was cast off by his long, he saidt ' Had i 
served my God as faithfully as I have xny prince, he would not have . 
treated ine thus.' The more we know of this world the more we ': 
tee-df its folly and vanity* The more we enjoy of ks smiles and 
friendship, so much the. more sorrow and reluctance we have in ksav* 
ing it* But with our heavenly fnemi' it is quite otherwise* ^^*Ht 
never leaves nor forsakes: whom he loves, he loves unto the end*" 
••••Nor win. he ever leave las dear dxsdplesin a comfortless state of . 
soi^row and dejection: like paor orphans, cast upon a wide world .o£ 
sorrow and woe^ without any kind heart to pty them* or kind hand 
to relieve them: for when all other com&rta. forsake ua^ still Jesus . 
abides by us: his Spirit comfofts us, by shewing what he is to us; 
what he has done, is doing, and will do for us*. The apostles had 
fiiHesperience of the prcmiise of their gracious Lord* ^^ He com- .., 
foittlh us in all tribi!lati0ns,"**-2 Cor. i* 4* ^' In me. ye shalL have : 
peate*" And why dolh our Lord also assttre us, '^ In the world yt : 
shall have tribulation !"••*. John xti* 33****truly he loves us too well tOi « 
suffer us to take up our rest in it. If with Paul at Ephesus, 'f aft^ \ 
the mansier of men, we fight with beasts,"****! Cor* xv. 33w**aU this;.; 
is suffered to render the world more inhospitable; to make us. loathe f. 
swmes food, the busks of this, world; that the bread of ilfcii tha ^ 
cois^rts of Jesus, may be more sought afier and oajoyed* WbF«^ 
is sin suffered to dwell in us^ and to make us groan^ and distress usk ?., 
To make it more hateful to us; to put us out of conceit. of our9«ilYe§. 
andourownrighleowmess; and to endear the atonement ^nd rigbtet . 
ousnesft of Jesus to our souls, that ail our comfiHt should spring frpm 
him* Why ur satan suffered to haraas and perplex us ? That as tbe; . 
sheep itf Christ's pasture we should keep close to our sb^herd^ qT; 
like frighted children, wh^ surly dogs bark at theiK^ foar kei^j^. 
them near their father's protection and within the boimda of ,hb haln-^ 
tation* So we find the comforts of living near our $a?iour* Do ^< 
carry about a weak disordered body? Here is OMr comfort, ^^We 
faint not, knowing that the outward man decayeth, yet theiniiracd: 
man ia renewed day by day^"****2 Cor* iv* Id. Thus, gkny tooiu* , 
lo^ng^Lord! ^^ he comforts us concerning our faith, and causes us to . 
rejoice in hope of the glory of God; and to glory in tribulatiOMf.; 
knowing that tribulation worketh patience, patience experi^ice, ^a* 
perience hope, and hope maketh ^lot , ashamed,, because the Jove of. 
God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost,"****Rom* v« 
Si 3, 4y 5* ' - .. > 



JULY I f* 90& 

We knatv that killthmgs'f<H?rk togethet, for good tq tken^^ 
that JiJve God, to them who are the called accorditig to 
&i^purj)Qse..^MQmi^y'^^' 28, . . .\ , . 

i A to«s «eiiiifale ^ktater woxM mtiwaUyibe retdf temake Me »t^ 
eepdm Imrei «id sajr, ^' Hoir cm rat, which likuiw and ftel.lof !>• 
the verfvWorrt of a)l tvUs^ work for asy good ?" But the fio^ GImmI « 
hath not exeqited even this. Wiil any one aaf , Theft lei us do dvU 
that good majr come? St. Paul makes « tenible ai^UcalioR ta aidif 
V Whose dai»iuiti<Hi is j^t/'.^.Ronu iiu 8» Theneforo such eannelr 
he the langfuag;e.of abelievQp'a heart, imr. hia aaJnratkin ia sim^ .^^ ho 
that believe»ahatt ho saved.'* Such, and only such, anpst^asavrcd^ 
know that all tfainsr work togetter. forifjeod^ Thcfr hyre£bed^;attd 
this ky?e inspires, them widi hatred.to sin* Bat yet they japeiaaaaiBM 
hoth^hy original am ani aetind. ti9i»^ptfeaaibo r norerdielcoa, . tlvoilgii 
the alkwiae oTer^-ralii^ power ^ a gracioin coTenaat^God,! javeti:<tibLe 
werst , of ef«Hsy sin, shall work foi* his gk>rf and tJ^iri geodw , ht. ^^ 
art of a chemist abk to aaottacti th^ most aalnttt^y . medieine bmod 
noxious and poisonons ingiedia^l ^and aannotithe ittiimteijF wisf^ 
Jeho vah| who at the boginniag' spwdte chaoa «id coi^fiMna into beaitf f «- 
nnd bi^er and darieaess iixto^la^t, make evlL to ivork for gDPd?- He 
haith done\ it^ He will .do k* ' ■■ CaAat them tUnk of thait W!E>rld.'of aiii 
and evil which was produced b^ the. &11 of mm} Dost thoii not 
know thestillgteater'good which it has hee» made io work ^ man 
by Jesus Ck^st? If man had not sinned the diotiousmttittnites.oC 
Jehovah had- not been soeminendy dsspla]^. . As thtsis'tnio <€ # 
world of sin in:g«Matd, «> aiso^of cimrysin in particular*: Sink 
natural to man. To make it work;for goodis the^Mipematumlpowey 
of <»od. ' Sm should nevctrhave lenteied.inte the^world^ nor should 
itcontinue in G<id's people, was k nottO'.ma^Dtfy his-graee wadmA^ 
vafice the glory of his name. : Judas delivers Chnat to4catk for^gain^ 
the Jews lor envy s Fihitefo^^Esar. The devil piunrokos each tlxroogh 
eAii^ty. God makes all work, for the apintual good -and etertialsal# 
vati«m of his peoples Peter V£dl shall be made to. work Iw hiskumi^ 
lily and setf-^^ffiidence, and to strengthen has btethren. 
^ ^ Sin, sidth 8t* AlKthi/ first wfoaght sonoiW) andnow godly sov^ 
row works 'ref^ientanc^ onto BBlvsiti'on> not ^ be ref^iJted o^ . to the 
deith of:sin^ sOthe daughtelr destroys ttomother^V 'M O the depdi 
of the riehesf both df the wisdom astd knowledge of God I :ho^ un4 
searchable are his judgments, and his waya past finding ^out4^'<««»4 
Rom. xi. S3. 

Siii for my good doQs work and win ; For all itrf sins my hcan ir tad, 

Yet ^{^ not good for me to sin. S'lnfif God'ft dM«nar!4i )m( t'ia^gki4 

My pleasure issues from my pain ; Tho* once X was a slave to ain, , 

My losses stUl increase my gain* Since pod doth thereby c^^ry win.'. 

Vol. 1. B b 
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How reviving to the soul! * how (fn6o«»^giii^'to Xtut mind 6f a 
Aacipltt is it to hear the expenenee of his: brethren imd'COii^paDions 
j» «lw Mtb ^Smmml To tins «tid <lie blessed Spirit hath caused tht 
iMMta of old to leave oa record hia dealings of love ^vUh their soulsf 
THwials the ^wrdbf G«d most valuable for our instruction, edifica^ 
Itoiif Slid oomfiMSt* Let no poor follower of<the Lamb think he M 
sinyilsr in fecUn^an insupportable pressure of infiraikies. No ; thid 
•hildnm'of God in idl ages know and felt the same. Whether pro^ 
fhets ar apoatle% none were perfiectiy free from inward distresses^ 
t»nir"^H(lirtn%- fcy» dejeetiop8» &c;^ AU which arise from our still 
ISKieaaing a ^dlen wtare whkh subjects us to tliese sensations and 
fceiiffgBk Wftey >aie our bofdeiks* We cannot but leel them and 
gmaft'iMKier >tlieiii» O sad and dKadfui £sll» which has so terribly 
iiaMd«aiid bmieed th<^ rofal ofil^tuig of Godl Though we are 
i'.«iin% jret like MejdiUiosheth we are lame in our hands and 
Our jfifirmilieB axe the effects of our fall. Sl|ortly we shall 
be perfbottyi fnsod'&om them* This is our giorious hope. 
t. But ate I bow oft doth present (bstnesa deject oiir hopes ; infirmi;- 
tiet bout dewA the soul;, iahk gtows languid; love declines; hope 
•eema'il Uie kst^gaapy just as if giving up the ghost. And inc&ed 
aU WDNld and in-^^mf. dejection and melancbolf deiq>air, if the . 
Irfoed. waa •entisefy tp fatsake his new creaticKn* But that neva- can 
bewUle the Father loves^ i^ Lamb pleads, and the Spirit hath 
power to help* . Therefore when the Spirit sees the souh of his 
cheni^ IKeased-abowe' nwiaure in theaaselves, and* ready to sink 
iOdlBr thatr httrdena, be jseacbas. forth a, tender hand of assistance) 
lii^> agaiftsl iiifomities,.fay enabling the .soul to loiA to the adorabU 
JfikHPt lipaaeverlaating covenantt..ta|>rGciotta promiseSf to a i!ei:on« 
flM God ;. and imta tlus sfteet cry in the heart; Al^, Father* 
7b^ nenfideoi^jrevivBs;. hope springs afresh; loveis e&cited; the 
pftwar . of 4pia^er breaks iorth in the hear^ and ascends ii| sweet fervor 
froQfi the. souk Whatever Hesb. and blood m^y alledge to tbe coUt 
tiNTf iafirmtttes arecnadepiofitable tx» thq 8<ml; or 6t» Paul would 
9#Mr'hairedeel«^} ^' miost .gladly tbarefora will I gbry in my m* 
ifmhim^** Wh]^} is: there any good in thfsm fi>r wbi^l^ they should 
In deaseed ? . Noi but " .that the power of Christ mi^y refet upon us*"mm 

9-Cort.<ait«.9« 

■ • • « 

Etermal Spirit f we confess Thine inward tcaebisfft make ttfl know 

And ttii^ tlie#eMl«l«'orthy gm^t ^ Ouvdang^r Mid opr refuge tee, (roicie; 
3^7 pewe^^9iiveye««irb4eswngftdowa The troubledvconscieiice knowa thy * 
From God the Father and the Son. Thy charming Vie W« aWaks our JoysV 
Enlighien'd ky thy keav'nly ray, Thy words attay tii^ona^'w4ad,i. * 'i 

Our ihadea and darkness turn to day ^ And saUn the itirget of th^ mind. 
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7%e LurHhy Gvd tmS drcumeiit tkitw heart tmd tbt heart 
. {^ Ihy ided^ to loive the lM:d thy God mth. alltkine 
'i hearty and with all thy soul, that thou nunfest Mve^.,. 
^ Deut. Jixx. 6.. 

EvKtf MosoS) who delmfed the Attj law of wnA and t«tol^ 
preaches like a Barnabas, a ^n of consolalieii* In titis t4iaptar «4 
have a precious enameration of iiev«qov«iia»t ^Icaalnga amletaafgo^ 
)ical promises^ all settled in the eternal vounaela bemmn Mhoraiii 
Father, Son.and Spirit \ all&uncied in infinAte wisdom, etarlaatin|f |o«ii| 
fOid immntiiiblo iidthfuliiess; therefore sure to all Ihe seed ^>irho ait 
chosen in Christ Jetfus before the fetindation i^ the worlds" ^uiBib ti 
the solid foundation bf gospel ftith and hope* The happf kdtiooC H 
the Lord God sets a special mark upon* Herohjr kb'oivm thMi M 
his pecuUar ones. This is also aa evidence to thnm <lf thrir Hirriai 
relaUen to him* As the Father loved his peopkf before tme> aii4 
gave them to Jesus, to be redeemed in the ^6ilAeiB of titee$ *€# 
fdso, at th^e appointed time, the Lord the Spirit peiffomo hlaaffioo 
upon thenu».«he circumcises dieiir hearts. Thift powttr bdon g e tkl^ 
GiA onl7. This St. Paul calls ^ the eircameisioii maAs^ WiOMi 
faands,*\...C6l« ii; 1 K Outward cirousciaion iras a palnfol^ipitfwtioo 
to the flesh. By it was signified the ctttting off aUcaraal hopt and 
legal cohfidence in the flesh ; and was a «gn and seal of new-tovaoaat 
blessings hj Jesus. The circumcision t>f the heart briliga thil 
rience and enjojrnient of hope la JeiHis, peace tfid jo^r in JeMsi 
a lotging expectation of the fiiU enjofineaC of Jeans m giorf totlMi 
soul.' 

When thie caUousoess and harAie8S<of ^lie he«itisv«3«r el( AM It 
gladly hears and recdves the love of G^ its emcifiad SmricMv. TMa 
love, known and believed, begets Krre to Ckid in a cirtamcSsad heaiti 
And though there is all comfort m kte, fti thsre ismpainfill attMii* 
tion attends lovang souls* This is the fruit and ^cvidcAse of td^ti^ 
Tkey mourn and grieve at feeling the ilns thd Dortuiitioiis of ^th*ir 
natures ; they are paihed at the sight of ^mfli....groalti unda^ a sttMt 
of them....are fill6d with shame for dieos, aUd de ta at sah m iagni&al 
them. rO how do they strive against them and cry to Jeaui for' Ho^ 
tory over them! To ^ bve the Lord widi all tiielr hcput aad^llM 
all their soul," this ia their one desire on earth ; IhaatiieymaylMiii 
love, whdly devoted to him who ho^s^t -thsm witii hie bi<NMU Of 
ail anch souls the Spixk of inaiMfatiQB dechifes, ^ Happy naktikafi^A 
isNieH ithoialilia unto thoe^ a people, saved by the Loud !"..«.I>e«l» 
Itt^lii. ^* *^ We afe the cinoamdiiBa isho. woaslNp Cod inth* 
Spirit, rejoice in Christ Jtaul, and hnwtr M oUtfiteKe iRiteiMi^^« 
Phil- iii.^,^* 
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BMt this man^ itfkr he had oJHred &ne sacrifice far si^ 
^ /or ever sat d^nvn on the right hand qf God*.,Mtb. 
. X. 12. . 

Tbs cross of Clmist is the christian's glory. Tet the «TfHaF 
4u«te that Jmimt hath in the dfris^ftn*i affectloim is his siikme/ 
Reallf diseii^l^ hi Jemis de not loYe their Saviour as they ought; 
WI17 ? 'beisao«a «hte)r are «loir of heart to believe hislo^ to them uAd 
his suflTerinji^ ibr them. How littfe are our hearts in m^ditatidn lipbtl 
dtelabodrs of^lovoy toMt of sorrows^ iumI a(^ieft of >soiil)iiffiieh 
Jesus ina our: xtttare mistiitoed on <>oractoiim* If a friendly a^iti is' 
reached fonhan^ snatches a poof mortal from the jaws of approach* 
ing daadiy O how-does it call forth lore to his hifid ddlverer! lil^hen 
he reflecte^n^hls danger,- howdoes it eiceite his giMitude ! he-can* 
Mttbtok of his*proser^er bathe remembers his memy; Jl«t Wher6 
labour wans aSectiofv mir ikrrtut Usfum to<hat precioiis nav/ whoso 
haart was as a flame of iore to i|s, and "who 'wilfingly offered himaelf 
as a sacrifice for. oar ainst how ifss he straitened titt this baptism 
was accomplished! how: did hisaoal long till it was finished! Boi 
tfaaS'Wednnk too lintle of our danger.' We are too prone to look 
ilpen sin as a matter of small momenc ; hecanse the sacrifice of Jesus 
is not«so conitanftly upon our hie8rta« IHscipley dost thou not see 
cause of-mosimhfg(for this^ hast thou hot cause to' pray daily for 
more heart>«fiectmg views of Jesus by the Spirit? -O the infinite 
value> of thia ove sacrifice! SiS) haw malignantila nature! hour 
deep its ataint nothing hut Wood xlteino could atone fbv it. How 
previaient this one sacrifice! it hath for ever put awby all ourahis4 
. BsioLo tHB XANi gaase, wendervadoitt and love; Jesus on the 
erosSf Mly atomng fiir sin. This'wockheingfi^r eyerdolie^ behold 
this MAN fiircTer sat down on the- right hand of God*- There ho 
^edda theainners cause jnd pveaents 'the perfecdon of his sacrifice* 
What'singular consolation is this! A sense of 'sin is distressing to 
the.coni^rted soid^ ButOi when theOKE sacrifice by this oKs 
MAir. is beheld by the eye of fidtht how- does it revive the droc^ing 
heart) "give peace toJthe .troubled conscience) and excite joy in the 
satrrowful mindi Poor sinners* have nothing else to look to foriiope* 
Pi^ddn and pieace can be had from no other d>ject but, the blood of 
Jeaus. . Of thia we* can never ghuy too much. Nor can oar aon« 
fidence be too strong, our expectati<ms too great, our triumphs in 
Jesnaover-sm* aatan, the kwand death, be at any tim<e unseascm* 
able. ' ^ These precioi» truths are our never-^ulmg springs of consola- 
tien..* <^ The blood of > Jtaus^^deanaeth fi^m all sin. If we t$m, We 
have j»uidrooate .with the Fath^>"«.4.i John ii. 1. . ' 

Our filth adores thy bleeding love. We hope for heavenly crowns abpve . « 
Attd tftttUfMr life in ovs that dy'd; From a' Redeemer crucify 'd« 



JULY 15 J «^/ 

4^j9f an horror of grmt darkness fdl on him....Ge^^ 

- There is somewhat very gloomy and awful in what is called ' a 
iQtfil ecUpaebof the stmt' * When the earth is.darbened} crealifm putai 
c»i.a^elancholy a^peot i»nd a^ems.td' moijim in silent- s«dnes0« But 
the .surprlae and astoiaisbment which iial:ii¥aU)r affect «is on thc96 
accpuntfr:«re gr^tly abated^ w tbe^ are not uiipoiiu&^n ^{^carahc^ 
in naturie; and as they are {Qiretold and act^uutedfcK ; As in the na^ 
tnrat» . so it is in the spi^ti}al.wovid« • ThecbUdren of Qod in all agea' 
^ye e^epca-ienGed darkness of itoul-; j^refinre none should think Mb 
pciculiar whenlhey. «re exeroiaed thuii >'jm t^cnigh so^ne'lltfinge 
thing haidh»pponedto theH}A*^lBeU'lti..lS. . W« aee Almhamt 
thelri^dpf.Gndy and father of the luAfuly sunder an eelii>fte oftlMif 
blight aiming of th^ aim of righleoumesa* The consequence ol thiii 
darkless was an hcNrror> yea an honmr t>f great darfcnecs fell on him. 
Andfthis too, after an extraofdinary apjieatance of the Lord himadf 
to.hifd/who called him 'by las name^ bid him rsAR'ifOT...*as8iires 

hiv0.i I AM THTSHIELn Mt> tUt EtCESniKC 6HSAt MEWAinr 

th^ ^ves. him the comfortable p»omiae nf ^ acied' that shooiil 
apnng from him* Upon whith^ Abraham ^ belleredi in the Lerd^ 
and he counted it to him ibr rightoottsnetaV' and he oilers a sacrifict 
as the Lordeommsmded* i\^y alast bow aoon did his bright sun of 
comlort disappear t How soon did- daiicness and horror fall upott^^ ^ 
hin^l How .changeable are our frames! Extraoidi&ary. manifesta* 
taoH* of cM39Lfort and joy are often succeeded by .darkness of soid 
and trials of faith. So it was with our dear Saviour nfter the Father'a 
deelaration, ^ This ia my beloved Son:'* after, the vbible descent 
of the Holy Ghost upon himt he was led into the wild^vness^ to 
HUdergo the. BMSt sharp and trying temptatiaaa. Thus again St. 
Paul^ after hehadbeeR^ughtupto.tfaetyrd'heavens) ameaseiig«^ 
of sat^ was sent ta buffet him* 

Henc^) O believisrt under spiritual darkness adad^ diativss of $ort 
write, not bitter things against thyself. Th&ik not God oeaieth to 
love thee and visuta.in wrath* Nox. Gtal ever r^ts in love; htf 
changeth not; his love is ever the same* . Thou art equaify as wsM 
in his hands in the dark> though not so comfoitable aa in the li^t. 
Nay? lov^ itself enquires «fter souls in sueh a istate«nd gives precioils ^ 
advice jbo them* See and-atudy Isaiah 1* lO. Now the Lord teaches 
hia sovereignty; instructs in hnmifiiy; excites pattonce; shew&jAee 
thy Jiotbin^esa; cuts off all glorying inihyaeif; atrengthena thy 
irast in hkn ; draws out thy hope froa^ thyaelf to him r and shewe 
thee that all the promises center in JeauS) «id ahaU.be fuifiy^ed in 
God's own way and manner. Saith JesuS) " He who foliowethmcA 
ah^!'1tKJt welkin darkness,, but shall have the light of life.;%.« John 
viu. I1U I 
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SiO JULY U. 

No man can say that Jesus is the L&rd, but by the Hofy 
; Ghost... A Car. xii. S. 

* 

^ As the heavens declare the gloiy of the Lord* and the Srma« 
ment sheweth his handy-works" ik> every page of hit aacred word 
proclaims his grace to hia peoplO) reminds them of the fisufiifknqf 
of iheir natnral power and firefhwiU to any saving purposea. Formit 
professors sajr^ that JesUs is the Lord. The confession is easy. It 
is common to the openly profiuie^ and the most decent Piumsee; 
kttt i^ no more profitable to salvation than the true declaration from 
aatan, ^ Thou art the Holy One of G'od,"..*.Mark i. 94* Bot saving 
ooofession of Jesus vrith the Kps proceeds from inward believing on 
Jesus with the heart; and this from spiritual discoveries to the mind 
by the Holy Ghost* O believer, know thy distinguishing blessing! 
Esteem not this a common privilege^ but special grace, that thou 
canst see, canst own, cinst come to> trust in, and call the despised 
Kasarene, the once* sin^aring, sin-atoning, curse*sustaining Jesusi 
thy Lord and thy God; ih whom is all thy ho|>e, and from whom 
is- all thy salvation. This is truly the faith of God's elect* 
; Hear what thy master j^^claims of such a ccmfession; ^< Blessed 
art thou; for flesh and blood hath not revealed this unto thee, but 
my Father which is in heaven.'\«M2Matt. xvi. ly. This is the mys* 
ter|r of the Father's kingdom : this is given only to his children to 
^ know. Therefitfe the Holy Ghost is sent into their hearts to make 
it manifeaL Most blessed oonfessoni May it be ever uppermost in 
oar minds, in our lips, and evidenced by our lives, that Jesus is 
JsnovAHk That Jesus is the Loan, the Saviour, the man, and 
Mediator*..<our atonement on the cross ; our righteousness in his life ; 
onr intercessor at the right-hand of glory; this, this is our plea to 
all that are against us. We are sure it is a godly, r^hteous plesj 
for it. is given us.by the Holf (yhost in the word of truth* By it the 
Father is glorified ; Jesus is honored; drooping, feinting hearts are 
revived and comSorted; faith is established, hope confirmed, love 
Increased, holiness advanced, satan vanquished, sin subdued, the 
law answered, the world overcome, death conquered, and we sharers 
in the triumphs of glory and immoitality* 

Christian soul thear up* With this truth in thine heart : with 
tfeis confesson in thy mouth, go on thy way rejoicing: nOr men noi* 
devils can harm thee* Jesus thy Saviour is the Lord almighty to 
pfotect, ever4oving to save* Only fear tooifend against love itself* 
lllover suffer a doubt of Jesus' love in thy mind* Grieve not the Holy 
Spirit* Come, a few more days to prove thy allegiance to Jesus thy 
Lord on earth, and thou ahalt reign with him in glory* Ever re-» 
lOemiber thy Lord's blessed promise, ^' Whoaoevsr shall confess mo 
befers men, him will I confess also before my Father which is m 
heaven*"****Matt* x* 32*: 



JULY IT- - S!l 

Jesus sdidy mllye aka go awagf./.Johh vi. 67» 

TriS) O soul) is the vqice of thy befoved* Thy frieind put this 
question to bis own discipienf* Our captain keeps no prest meii in 
bis service. Al{ his subjects enter a« vplunteers* ' They are made 
willing to come to him, believe on him and greatly, e^teepa the day 
ijf his power, to follow and cleave to him* Force, restraint, and 
cpmptilsion act not on their ingenuous minds. But what they fln4 , 
in Jesus now, present peace.; what they expect fron^ Jesus hereafterj 
i;lory and salvation, endears him ^ to their souls. 

Daily o^servs^tion furnisher with instances of many who profess tdi 
own Christ ^i^i to follow him Jbr a season; but anon, througb not 
understanding Jbis doctrii)e, not seeing their own misery and w^etch^ 
edness, and not knowing his love, they are offended, forsake Christ} 
bis truths and his ways. They go back again to the world, to th^ 
enjoyment of their hists, and t^ke up with carnal preachers, whcf < 
cry peace, peace unto them* Thus they make shipwreck of faitlr \ 
and a good conscience, which they professed. to have; and the tas^ 
end of such is worse than their first. They fbrsa^ie their own mer* 
cies, by turniog their backs mp<h) precbus Jesus^; and are left tp 
perish without hope or remedy. 

But a true disciples who kpows Jesus in spirit and truth, our'^a-^ 
viour keeps from such folly. The sight of others falling off and 
leaving him is made of blessed use to such. It excites humility an4 
gratitude...«quickens to holy jealousy and godly watchiulness. Such 
a tender expostulation put to the soul, ^' Wilt thou also go away F'^ 
Q how it kindles a spark of fire, and blows up a flame of love In th^ 
poor sinner's heart I As when a tender, indulgent parent says to his 
dear little child, Wilt thou go away and leave me? How does it 
draw &>rth the love and affection of its heart! and the little thing, 
with eager embraces, clings the faster to its parent. O, by this 
question our dear Saviour has often roused my sluggish heart: and 
called forth a holy fear; and excited an earnest cry, ^ Lord keep me 
••••O never, never let me forsake thee 1*' 

When the aged Pplycarp was joyfully going to seal the truth of 
his faith with his blood, being threatened by his pro-consul with death 
in various shapes, answered, ' Why tarriest thou ? Bring forth whaf 
thou wilt; we christians are fixed in our minds not to change fron^ 
good to evil.* Then the pro-consul promised him liberty if he woal# 
reproach Christ. (O, the affecting reply! how ingenuous! how 
full of love!) * Eighty and six years (said he) have I served my Lord 
Christ,' and he has never done me the least wrong: hdw then can I 
blaspheme my King and my Saviour?* How victorious is faith! how 
powerful is Iqve! Lord, increase our faith! Jesus inflame our lore! 
« To Inborn should we go ? Thou hast the words of eternal life."* 
J6hn vi. ^8. 
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All scripture is given Ay. inspiration of GpHs^and is.prfi^ 

.^ fit able for doctrine, for reproof Jor correction, for 

instruction in righteousness : that the man qf God may 

he perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good ivqrks:.i; 

2Tim.\\l 16^ 17. 

The poor sinner who writes this, being in a dangerous, illnesat 
was in a rery dark and comfortless frame of mind for two^ dayu 
The third da)r, light, peace ajnd joy overaprei^ his soul by these 
words being brought to his mind: ^^ After two days he wiU reyiv.^ 
US, in the third day he will raise us up* and we • shall lire, in his 
sight*" On this he called for a bible. O how was his inexpresMbli 
joy increased when he read these words in Hosea.vt* 2« -On b^i^ 
asked. If he had done with the bible? he answered with a Hood t( 
joyful tears, ^No: never, never shall I have done with that blessed 
book, till I change tim^ for eternity*' The Spirit of inspiratioi^evev 
honors his own word of truth. All peace, comfort and, joy are de?t 
rived from it through faith. We shall: suffer no lo$8, if we suspend 
judgment on comforts, till we have tried them by this touchstone of 
truth. Be on your guard against the flatteries of &lse peace and 
the delusioi^ of unscriptural joys. 

; Revealed truths are inspired of God: they are the objects of foithir 
By the knowledge of them the Spirit consolates the soul, lovii^ly 
reproves and corrects what is amiss ; profitably instinicts in the fun* 
damental truths of Jesus' righteousness.unto justification of life ; and 
the believer's obedience unto righteousness. No one doctrine of 
God's word should be slightly regarded. In this sense* he that re-^ 
jects one point of truth is guilty of all. This is to impeach the wisdom^ 
of the Spirit, as though he had made known any. one needless a^d 
insignificant doctrine. This, instead of being doers of the word, is 
to judge and condemn the word. Jesus is the sum and substance of 
the scriptures. All the promises are in him. All the doctrines of 
grace lead to him and centre in him* These are the furniture of 
faith while Jesus is the chief object of the soul. So disciples go oa 
to perfection in knowledge, love and holiness ; th^efore they should 
prize the scripture as their companion; consult it as their ikmilfer 
friend; and pray over it as their constant guide. To thcSe ends they- 
are given of God : when thus received by us, we shall also be " edi» 
Bed, and walk in the fear of the Lord, and iti the comfort of the 
Holy Ghost.".... Acts ix. 31, 



Laden wUh guilt and full of feass, 

I fly to thee» my Lord, 
And nor a. glimpse of hope appears, 

fiat in thy written word. 



The volvme of my Father's grace 
Dots all my grief assuage « 

Here I bekold my Saviour's face 
Almost in «v*ry page. 
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JCLY 1ft. ^13 

WehiBtvengt an kigfi-priest who cdimotbe tovched'with the 
feeling of our injirmities ; but zvas in allpoinU tempted 
like as we are; yet without sin....Heb.^ iv. 15. 

« WiTHoxrr Bin !" O, cries the sanctified soul, that this was iriy 
iiap^y state* And yeiily, as sure as the word df God is tnie» thoa 
iMt «]3}Qf this perfect freedom from thy worst enemy. But thou 
must be content 1%> wait God's time, and live in God's way ; that 
«%' by laith up^'thy be^t friiend Jesus. Thy present blessedness is 
jloundierstand dn4 rejoice in this great mystery, that Christ wh6 
toew nd sin was made sin for us. Therefore, by faith we glory, 
knowing tbat Gbd looketh oh us, blesseth us as righteous in Christ, 
$gaA doth not impute.sih unto us. As the head is without sin, so ^tk 
all the members, yiewed and beloved in the sight of God. And this 
is the evidence that we are bom of the Spirit and have the mind of 
Chrbt, that we hate all sin and long for entire deliverance from it, 
jand aspire after ftdl cenfermity to the image of God. But this we 
6an«Dt e^joy in the body. We mustfirdt sleep in Jesus ere we 
ftwake up after his perfect Ifteness. 

. In the mean time we have a loving, sympathizing high-priest 
befiHre the. throne of God. This is our comfort. That very human 
natuite la which our sins were expiated on earOi, is now crowned 
with ^lory ih heaven. This is very refreshing. Christ can as sooq 
forget his btm glory as any part of his suffering body. He fefels 
fer them. He is touched with the. miost tender concern and affection 
torwards them^ He knows what sore temptations mean, for he hath 
£^t 'IjNe same. Temptations, even though' most violent, cannot 
harm us t nay, they do not defile 'us, unless we enter into them* 
Therefore, they should not deject us. And need we ever be over^ 
come by them? Doth not Jesus live? Have we not free and familiar 
access to him,' as the^^lorified man and Mediator? Is not all power 
ki heUiven and earth giiven unto him? Believest thou this, O soul ? 
Think on Calvary's pfoof of his love. Remember Bethany's proof 
of hl» resurrection. Call to mc6d lus tender love to, and affectionate 
dttre for. his sheep, when Saul' was worrying them. O he calledi 
<^ Whypersecuteat tbott lAt V^ Thou canst not hurt them, but I feel 
it« He ever lives at the rig bt-hand of glory to intercede for and save 
uft poor sinncirs* And kt thy distress be what it may, his lovin|t 
iMvice suits it* ^ CaH q;>on me in Use day of tfouble, I will deliver 
thee, and thou shalt g^iorify me«".fPiMdm 1. 15. 

Witl^oy we meditate the ffiace And in hts measure fedsafreilh 
Of our high priest above ; . What er'ry member bears. 

HisKeartiemMltfof tmidenissSf Thenletoorhnmbte ftiith tddre»s 
Hia boweb flAeU^wltli leve. Mis mercy and his pow'r 5 

Re in the days of feeble flesh We shall obtain deliv'ring grace 
PonrHl ottt hit critt slid tears, In the distressing hettr. 

Vol. L C c 



214 JULY 20. 

H/olding the mpttry qf the faith in a pun conscience.::,^ 
1 Tim. ill. 9. * 

From a seeming zeal and regard to the ark of God, when it 
shook, and as he thought was in danger of falling, U2zah put forth 
his hand to save it« It seems a very rational act, but it argued dis- 
trust qS. God's power to preserve what was for his glory and honor; 
therefore the Lord highly resented it. 

If the <h8pleasure of Jehovah was thus displayed in regard to the 
type of the covenant, how jealous is the Lord of hosts dt his own 
glory, contained in the truths 6i the everlasting covenant, laid up in 
the sacred ark, Jesus, for ail his people ! If a trembling ark, touched 
by an officious hand, was death ; one should fear and tremble to 
Attack the revealed truths of God's everlasting love to his people, 
power to preserve them^ and grace to enajile tbem to persevere iii 
the &ith unto eternal glory* Human efforts often spring from unbe-^ 
lieting hearts. The hand of nature is of^ stretched forth to assist 
when it only counteracts divine purposes* Carnal reason ever ^oppo^ 
seth the mystery of the gospel> but faith is suppcMted by ^odVs 
truths* The conscience can only be purified by Jesus' blood* 
This mystery of fiedth. is only known to enlightened mindsl 
To hold by it, and to hold it fast in the coivscience, is the life and 
joy of our souls. So the Holy Spirit maintains vital, living .union 
between Jesus aiid his members* So love is excited to him* A h£t 
of dependence maintained on Mm* A throne of grace is delightful to 
such* Sin becomes more and more hateful in their eight, and the 
fruits of righteotlsness are increased to God's glory* O, this is an 
amazing mystery of our faith 1 That we, who are guilty sinners in 
ourselves, yet are in Christ pure and free from all sin; unrighteous 
in ourselves, yet in Jesus clothed with perfect righteousness; filtlvy 
and polluted by nature and prac^e, but in Jesus, all lair, without 
spot, beanti&il and comely in God's sight. In ourselves, no right to 
God's love, no title to his inheratance ; but in Jesus our right is clear^ 
our title legal, our enjoyment of it infallibly certain* Holdfast this 
mystery of &ith: all thy peace and comfort depend on it* Thus, 
disciple, fix thy steady eye on Jesus ; daily view the promises in hini ; 
look constantly for the Spirit's power through him. So shalt thou 
have ^^ the answer of a good conscience towards God by the resur* 
rection of Jesua* ''***«! Pet* iu* 21* '^ Hold thou m6 upt and I shall 
be safe; and I will- have rei^ct unto thy statutes continually* "**m 
Psalm ci^x* 117* 

Why docs jrour face, ye humble souls, Awake our hearts, adore the grace ' 
Those mournful colours wear? That buries all our faults, 

What doubts are these that waste your And pardoning blood, that swells abov¥^ 
And nourish your despair ? [faithy Our follies and our thoughts. 



JULY 21. 215 

Nour our* Lard Jesut Chrut Inmself, twtrf God even our 

Father, which hath looed us, and hath given us everlasting 

consolation, and£ood hope through grace, comfort j/our 

'. hearts, and stablish you in every good word and ivork.,^. 

i 2 Thess. ii. 16, 17. 

Bklievsrs in- Je«u»' know- that ^^tli^ remembrance of ski is 
grievouS) and the burden intolerable*^' A sight and sense of sin 
i^ects thdr conscience with sorrow and distress. There is dailf 
need that their poor hearts should be comforted^ and also .that thejr 
shonk} be estal^ishtfd in every good word and work* B^t from whence 
shall they derive this ^ from 'Striving to forget, paliate^ or excuse 
their imst sins? by promising to be more sted&st for the future in 
the truths of God and obedience to his wilU Aliis j he who truly 
knows what a sinful nature is, who is really acquainted with his^wn 
wdiJoiess and insufficiency to that which is good, and his pronen^s 
to ail evil* vrill not* cannot thus deceive his own soul. But the con-^ 
verted soul will ingenuously confess his ms to his.God and Saviour, 
lay them open with their aggravating circunlbtanoes, mourn over 
thiem with a godly sorrow, own his just deserts-for them ; and in the 
c^rdse of &ith, look ^> to the Lamb of God, who taketh away the 
sin of the worlds*' ~ Here is the everlasting spring of consolation 
which God hath given us, ^ the blood of Jesus Christ his Son clean* 
seth u8.fh>m all sin.'' Here is our good hope, through the grace of 
Jesus we are oomf^etety righteous in Christ. We stand perfectly 
accepted in God's belored Son. Fidth and hope are inseparable. 
We believe the truth as in Jesus ; we hope daily for more and more 
of the consolations of it. In this way, disciple of Jesus, thou canst 
Wf9tv believe nor hope too much. Nay, is it not thy distress and 
^aviness that tky faith is weak, thy hope languid, and thy love so 
cold? But why is this? Not for want of a foundatic«i for fkith and 
hope; for ^ our Lord Jesus Christ himself, imd God our Father 
hath loved us." Who? only the prophets, apostles, holy men of 
old, righteous persons ? Nay, but sinners of mankind: such was the 
character of all those whom the apostle iiichides in the pronoun us. 
And as the -consequence of this love '^^ he hath given us everlast- 
, iKG consolation." Not the effect of time ; not subject to nratability ; 
but solid,* perpetual, and etenud. Founded in the everlasting eove« 
nant, estaUished in everlasting righteousness, issuing in everlasting 
salvaUon, revealed in the everiasting. gospel, and applied to the soul 
by the everlasting Spirit. Consolation and comfort are enjoyed in 
stability in the good word of Gpd, and in the good works of &ith> 
'^ to the praise. of the glory of God's grace."«v<£pb« i* 6.. 



SIC JULT 31. 

This is the true God and eternal lift. Keep ymanehxA 
from idols. Amen.^.AJohn v* 20, 21.. 



. V 



It is a common objection with the men of this world against the 
ioilni&ters and members of Jesus: ** You can preach and talk ofho- 
thing but Jesus." Truly we " consider him as the end of all t>ur 
eoDversat]Oti«*'*«.#Heb^ t\iu 7,8. ColMciousof what hel^thdone for 
OS, what he is TD t;s, and what be hath done il7 vs ; verily^ Jesut 
is alt in all to our souls. We know that the Son of God is come in 
our flesh. We are sure that by the blood of his cross " he hath 
made an «nd of sin, liniiihed transg;ression, made reconciliation fof 
iniquity;" and by hi» holy life **htfth brought in an ererlasting 
tigfateousne8s,''.«..Dan. i)c. 94. All this We poor sinners wanted. 
Nothing short of this could save us. Yea, eternal life we have in 
«ur woNDERFtrt friend, the God-man, Christ Jesus. Blesseube his 
faifinitely precious name ! he hath given u6 an understanding heai% 
to know him. We desire to be etemidly indebted to hii name, his 
grace, his love; for we see our union to hlitii and oneness with 
him* Marvel not then, that we speak so highly of ova stLovEn'; 
^ for if we should hold our peace, the very stones in the street 
would cry out agdinst us«*' Say, ye firSt^bom sons of light; sdy, 
ye children of grace, of whom should we glory, if not of Jesus our 
true God and eternal life? We disclaim all other gods. " We know 
and believe that the Father is in him, and he in the Father.'*.— Johti 
%. 38. He teaches us the Father^s love in him to us^ and he s^nds 
the comforter, which proceedeth from the Father, to shed his love 
abroad in our hearts* 

' But alas! how did we live before we knew Jesus, the only true 
God! Truly, though we talked of God, though we knew God, won 
shipped and feared hitn; yet we were all the while like the rest ot 
Ihe whole world, " lying in wickedness:" fast asleep in the arms of 
the wlcked*one: for we were without Christ, Atheists: "without 
God in the world; iftd consequently had no hope,"*...Eph. li. 12. 
How deluded are the wise and learned of this world with their no- 
tions and worship of an unknown God! While little children are 
truly wise and best learned, who know Jesus as Iheir Lord and their 
God, and abide in him. The truth of their &ith, the uprightness of 
^eir hearts, and the sincerity of their love, are best evidenced by 
keeping themselves from the ensnaring vanities and bewitching idols 
bf time and sens«« " Adorning the doctrine of God our Saviour in 
h\[ thihgs. Looking for that blessed hope, the glorious appearing 
' of the great God, even our Saviour Jesus Christ, who gave himself 
for us, &cc.'\...Tit. ii. 10, IS, 14* 

Jesus my God, I know his name, * Nor will he put my touV'to fhamc^ 
Kis name is all my trust, Kor let my hope be lost. 



O wretched min that I'wn / who shall delivdr mefrmn the 
body of this death ?:^..Rom. vii« 24« 

Spiritual sense ami feeling are peculiar to regenerate, heayen- 
bom souls* ^ While in a carnal state, ^ ctead in trespasses and sins ;" 
though the law thuadera out, Us dreiidful curses against us» we hear 
not. Though bf nature children of wrath and deserving hell, ye( 
<mr danger we see not. Though our sins are gone orer our heads, 
and are like a sore burden too heavjr fiir us to bear, yet we feel them 
not* But when the soul is alive to God, we groan, being burdened 
with a body of sin^ and pant after deliTerance* This w^s the expe- 
rience of hdy Paul* Such the experience of taints in all ages* But, 
thanks be to our God, though ever so deeply distressed and greatly 
depressed with sin, we sorrow not as without hope* We are»not 
ignorant of our deliverer,- but know him, even Jesus Christ* None 
but Jesus is able; and he hath, he doth, he will deliver* He hath 
delivered from the curse of sin by his death* He doth deliver the 
conscience from the guilt and doiiunion of sin through faith* He 
will deliver the «oul perfectly from the being of sin, when the body 
#f flesh is '^ sown in dishonor, to be raised in ^ory*" The last enemy, 
death, is not destroyed yetw None are so perfectly exempt from 
that which brought death into the world, siK* But present deliver- 
ance thou hast, O believer! and perfect deliverance thou canst not 
but pant after and long for* 

Think not, that flgeUng a body of sin, (which, like thy natural 
body, consists of many parts and members,) groaning under it, in-- 
wardly breathing out ardent desires for deliverance, inscribing 
^ wretched man", upon thyself, like a criminal who is compelled to 
carry about a dead, putrified, stinking carcase; think not all this 
to be inconsistent with a blessed state, and being blessed ^* with all 
spiritual blessings in Christ Jesus*" No: thou art not singular; it 
was once the lot of all thy brethren now perfect in glory* It is the 
lot of all thy companions in the faith and patience of Jesus on earth* 
When Paul, in such spiritual ecstacy and joy, was caught up to the 
third heavens, he did not know whether he was in the body or not; 
he might then think he was entirely freed from hieT bui*den, that ht 
w;as perfect ; but a little time afler, experience cpnvinced him to the 
contrary; and we find him "as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing*"**.* 
S Cor. vi* 10. Blessed be our compassionate Saviour, who reaches 
-out reviving cordials of consolation and refreshment ; these cheer out 
drooping spirits under our burden ; this favor no kind hand adfninii^ 
tered to him^ when worn out and sinking under the ponderou4]oad 
of our sins on the cross* O the joy of faith 1 Sin, though felt, griev« 
edfor, mourned over; yet ^^ there is no condemmatioh to them 
that are in Christ Jesua*"*.**Rom* viii. 1. 



ar^ JULY-24. 

Cdsi'th^ burden upon tht Jjord^ andhe ihaUmstaiii thee*: 

• _ 

he shall never suffer the righteous to be mooed..,.Psahn 
Iv, 22. . 

The seol) hatinji^ last its.iniUKeBcy by the sin of th6 first 
AdaiOy can nevvf be hiqipy tiH it knows righteousness is restored^ 
k: again by Jesas^ the second Adam« Sensible sinners irould«be 
truly tniserable when they see* their nakedness and feel their want 
of righteousneasf was not tighteousness revealed as God*s unspeak- 
able gift by Jeans. Christ* By lum aglonous robe of lighteousn^sa 
is wvoQght out «nd imputed to naked and destitute sinners* Graoe 
le^^ through his righteousness. All the mercy and ikvor we receive 
from God is in a way of righteousness* We enjoy the knowle^e and 
eomfort UMt we are tighteous before God through faith* If this 
|x>int is not clear and settled in the mindy it is because the clouds of 
ignoranee and unbdief are not chaced away ; the sun of rtghteoua^ 
ttsa&.hath not yet arose upon such hearts } therefore they are per^ 
j^iexed "ant distressed touching the hope of sidvation* For this is the 
ess^tltial and leading point in Christianity* We may toil all the daya 
f>f our life to get righteousness, but we shall .go to bed in the daiic 
without it, unless we are made righteous jn Christ* Infinite are the 
blessings, most precio\i8 the promises which abound in God's word 
to the RI.GHTEOU&* When we read of the righteous in scripture, we 
are ever to remember Jesus, and give glory to him who is our righ- 
teousness by ;fiuth« 

, God ^^ will never suffer the righteous to be moved from their hope*** 
There isi also .a holy lipldness and sweet familiarity between a righ- 
teous Lord and such lighteous souls. As he. has clothed them with 
^e garmaiAl laf salvation, they have always a sympathising friend 
in their biHiri of trouMp ^ flee to. This is the hope^ th^t supporita 
themi Jba^a will js^port. their weak souls and sustain their heavy 
burdj9ia»» 0^ cannot sink though they may be often ready to iaU)t» 
]^ut why is this? Truly we are apt to struggle with this difBcultf 
and toil with tbe fiber load upon our poor minds, instead of castings 
all upon Jesus who CMreth for us« ^ense opposeth faith, hence 
JtMJk'^ forgotten^ and the mind remains troubled. Bjithere is the 
^wisdom and glory of faiths whenever we feel our souls are bavre^t 
down on any account, to refer all our griefs and cast or roll all but* 
tmrdens off fromour own minds upon Jesus, and simply to-cryout 
with Hezekiah, ^^OLord, I am oppressed; undertake for me; "*••«' 
Isa. xxxviii. 14. 

But 1 with all my cares. His arm shall well sustain 

Wmiean »pon the Lord ; The childwn of his lov^ ; [stSTids ^ 

» V\\ c»$t my burdens on his arnii The ground on which theh- safety * 

And rest upon bis word. No earthly pow'r can move. 



I press tmvard the rHUtkj for the prke cf the kfgk eaUing 
- iff Cod in Christ Jesus.... Phil. iii. 14. 

Br dfectual vocation the soul is cirll^ from a death in' sin* to a 
life of righteousness. Bf spiritual tllnminatioft the ixiost desirable 
objects are discerned ; the &ilh of God's elect manifests itself ta be 
«n opemtvre grace in the heart by the conduct, of the^ life». Blessed 
Paul, though such a zealous champion for sovereign operations ^nd 
free-grace truths, though so averse tothe pride of free-willandthe con- 
fidence of human righteousness in his writing and preaching, yet his 
life and exhortations are equally opposite to all licentious practices 
and unchristian sloth ; he hail a race to run, a prise to win^ tb^«ad oS 
his calling te attain. Thus is it with all who are partakers of likft 
precious faith ; folding the hands, sitting down contented} resting 
in ease and indoience, may sufiEkce when doctcinea. are only received 
as noticms in the head* Truth may be assented to in the judgment 
as dry speculations, so as to engage the tongue, without warming 
and influencing the heart, and pioducing the fruits of holiness in thfi 
life« If sitting still and talking, or walking contrary to the hope of 
the gospel, be to imitate the apostle's blessed conduct, followers of 
him abound greatly every where ; but the truth received in the love 
of it excites to activity* 

Says the christian, ^^ I press forward," Hke a racer y^ consider* 
the mark before him, turns his back upon the place he set out .^mt , 
and is solicitous so to run that he may obtain the prize. Jesus js the 
christian's mark, he presses towards him, he is solicitous to enjoy 
much (^Christ below, he longs for full enjoyment of him above; 
this is our glorious high calling. What can be put in competition 
With it? the world, with all its smfiil custoop^ wn fteatarea, and 
carnal delights ? No ; we forsake ^ese, and leave them behind us» 
We fear being entangled with fhe objects of time and seoae, pr^p^ 
ing Jesus' above all. Earthly things grow more and more mean and 
contemptible to us. The more we see our all in Jewtts, and esped^ 
all from him, so much the more we pres^ towMMH him* Hence 
means of grace are prized, ordinancea attended to^ Christ's word is 
precious, the prize is glorious. Thou man of God, ever eiecciae a 
godly jealousy of being brought mto bondage to the world or ihm 
lesh. Remember how unloving, how dishonorable thou actest 
when any object engages thy attention and rivals thy Saviour. >< So* 
run that you may obtain." 

How vain are all things here below ! Dear Saviour/ let thy beauties be 
How false and yet how fair I My soul*8 eternal food; 

M^eh pleasure hath its poison too, And grace command my heart Sd^ay 
And ev'ry sweet a snare. From all created good. ... 



^M JULY 16. 

J[f any man lave the world, the love ^ the Father is not /n 
him.. .A John \L 15*. 

The TOice of carnal reaaen criea> ^ God hath creatad poisioiis 
within US) therefore gratify them*" At thia bar^. inconsisteocf ia 
pronounced upon scripture; but the voice of inspiration proclaimay 
^ The lust of the fieah^ the lust of the eye^ and the pride of life, are 
not of the Father;" therefore teachesy crucify them. Let no dis«^ 
ciple of Jesus think this a hard saying. Nay, but the soul can find 
no happiness but in the love of God. If other objects attract our 
affections to seek happiness in them, as they stand in competition 
with, so they will keep us from the sense of the love of God ; where 
the treasure is, there will the heart be. When the love of God lives 
in the heart, the love of the world dies. If the love of the world gainf 
the affections the love of the Father subsides. We can no more love 
two such contrary objects with a Supreme love than we can exist in 
time and eternity, in heaven and on earth at one and the same time; 
f>ne will necessarily give place to the other in experience and enjoy* 
ment. The carnal gratifications of the flesh, vain indulgences of 
pleasing the eye, with whatever promotes the pride of nature; the 
riches, pleasures, honors of this perishing world, are all contrary to 
the love of God in the4ieart, which is the essence of all true holinesj 
and real happiness. These things war against the soul. Alas ! awful 
instances we see of many professors being bewitched and ensnared 
by the enchanting allurements of the world to forsake Jesus and the 
hope of liie gospel. Melancholy complaint of St.. Paul: ^^Deoaas 
hath forsaken me, having loved this present world/'.—2 Tim. yr* 10« 
Saints are delivered from this evil world; they are redeemed from a 
vain conversation by Jesus: they are forbid by his Spirit to be cont* 
formed to the world. O) it is a blessed thing to die to the world 
before we die in it. The men of tliis world are declared enemies to 
God's children; it is our wisdom ever to be on our guard against 
^em ; though it is Our duty to behave with all kindness and courtesy^ 
to do them all the good in our power, 3ret let us beware th^ they do 
us no harm. ^ Can a man take fire in his bosom, and not be burnt ? * '...« 
Prov. vi. 27. Close intimacy with carnal friends exposes to danger | 
alluring smiles from tbem often wound deep where open opposition 
could do no harm. What is all the gain of the world to the happy 
aense of God's loye? He who buys a fine suit of clothes, though ever 
so cheap, infected with the plague, hath no great bargain. 

The brightest things below th» sky Our dearest joys and nearest friends* 
Give but a Hatt'ring light ; The t)artners of our blood, 

tVe should suspect some danger nigh, How they divide our wav'ring inind% 
Where we po^icM delights Aad leave but half for Qod ! 



JULY 27. »l 

Inthexvdyof thy judgments y OLordy have tve waited for 
thee: The desire of our soul is to thy name, and to ike 
. . remembrance of tk^e. . . Jsa* xxvi . 8 . 

Herein appears the wisdom and glory of our Lord. He hath 
erdaiiied the way wherein his people should "walk, as well as thfc 
end which they shall surely enjoy, salratioti. Thus Is it lihahifesty 
by perseverance in grace and holiness, that any sinnef is effectu^lf 
called to the knbwledge of Jesus and salvation by him. 

Though in regeneration the carnality and corruption of our fiature 
iire not destroyed, yet by the word and Spirit the soiil is possessed 
with a desire afler Jesus, and' the swe^t liemetbbrahce <^f his nainef 
is fixed in the heart; he is all their desire and all their salvation^ 
^they know and feel themselves to be poor iind lost ; they are, humblell 
in soul; hope from every object but Christ is cut off. But yet somtf 
cannot speak of such manifestations of j6y ^nd tokens ot comfort 
wMch others tell of. Hence they distress and disquiet their mtiids, 
ate ready to question whether they have any true knowledge of loVc 
to, and interest in the Lord. But this is not right; for it is plain 
and evident, where there is a desire of &oul to the name of Jesul^ 
tmd a^emettibrance in the heart of his salvatibh, as our only h<$pe» 
this ariseth ifrom a degree of knowledge and faith; and love alsom 
proportion' is drawn out after precious Christ. Such will be found 
waiting upon the Lord, for they see his grace. 

There is something in the name of Jesus that is attractihg; that 
In the nature of his work and salvatioii which suits their desperate 
state, and which they love to hear of and wait for. The secret 
power of the Spirit inclines the heart in the way of God's judgments, 
in the ordinances of his house, in private duties, secret meditation 
and teadirig, Stc. Yeaj though in distress and affliction, still they 
wait \ipon, yeaveait roR the Loi*d, for mofe knowledge^ stronger 
faith, greater love. Therefore such who lightly esteem, yea speak 
contemptibly of such " good desires,'' speak unadvisedly with their 
lips; they "make sad the heart' of the righteous, Whom the Lord 
would not have made sad." Jesus doth not despise *< the day of 
small things," he loves the weakest lamb in his flock, he delighttt 
In the smallest work of his oVm Spirit, he doth hot despise the least 
desire of the soul towards him, his loving heart will riot " break the' 
bruised reed, nor quench the smoking flax, till he send forth judg^ 
ment unto victory." 

God is mine all-sufficient goodi I bless thy grace> that e'er my soul 
My portion and my phoice ; Had one4^sire to thee. 

la him my Vast desires are MM, Mo name so sweet whereon to hope, 
And all my pow'rs rejoice. As Jesus is tome. 

Vol. L D d 



228 JULY 2». 

I am ibilh yoUy saitk the Lor d of hosts : Accordhy^to ffie 
word that I covenanted with you when ye came. out. of 
Egypt, so my Spirit remaineth among you : Fear ye not.... 
Hag. ii. 4, 5. 

Wbek the Lord odls his people to great work, or grievous 
suffering^, he animates them with strcmg consolations; for as theijp 
day IS) their strength shall be* This passage shines bright, as it 
manifests the most comforting yiews and clearest discoveries .of 
coveteant-grace and love to saints of old, engaged in a- very arduous 
work of Jehovah. " Whatever things were written aforetime, were 
written for our learning, that we might have h<^«"»*«*RDtn« xv* 4/ 
Our hope Is established and strengthened through patience and 
comfort of the scriptures; and as they encourage our hope, they, 
ako ffH^Hd^fur fears ; as if salvation was precarious and uncertamy as 
though tjie foundation rf hope rested upon conditions we fulfil ito 
secure it* Blessed be God faith hath a surer anchor-hold^ even thm 
VTixdi the covenant, the ^Mithof Jehovah, Father, Son, and Spiril«> 
The knowledge x){ this, uader all the discouraging views of natudre 
and sense, lifts the believer above himself, uid makes him triumpjh 
in the everlasting, unchangeable love and sovereign grace of tbf» 
glorious trinity^i So children of Gpd in every age feed upon otuc- 
lund the same bread of life, Jesus* He is the Logos, the word, 
with whom the Father covenanted for sinners* According to tiiis, 
tht lore of the Father is towards us, even while we are in our natural 
state, in £gyp(tian bondage; yea the love of the Lord of hosts is the: 
cause of our deliverance from it, and conversion to bis blessed self^ 
so also his Spirit remaineth with us* By his Dveet agency and 
power pur blind eyes an^ enlightened to see the glory and suitablf^ 
ne^ of Jesus, our d^ ears opened to hear the loving voice of this 
dear charmer, and a(n understanding heart is given us to disclaim 
all other hope, and to -know and choose Jesus, believe in and lovd 
him as our oi^y precious Saviour* What blessed cot^fidence is thist 
We are exhorted to " hold it fast." ** Fear ye not," saith the 
{jord, '^ I am ever wkh you*" Fear and distrust are most unreason* 
9ble ; pride and self-glorying most abominable ; sin and disobedience- 
most hateful; love, humility, and gratitude, most powerfully operate 
upon such. highly-favored he£^'ts• Hence faith in a covenant Cod| 
and his loving declarations, ever excite the most generous expressions 
from the heart. " What shall I render unto the Lord for all his^ 
benefits towards me! Thou hast delivered my soul from death^ 
Itnine eyes from tears, and my feet from falling. I will walk before 
the Lord in the land of the ]iYing«"«***Psalm cxvi* 8> 9/12* 



JULY 29. * 2S3 

The Spirit iiseff beareth zoiki^ss with our spirit y that zve are 
'; the. children^of God....Ram. viii. 16. 

These words drope^not from the pen of a saint in a state of sin- 
less perfection; nor td this invaluable privilege, this heavenly bles- 
flIngV peculiar to the experience of Paul the apostle, but to Paul, 
lew than ^^the least of all saints, and -chief of all sinners," as he 
toalbaseUi himself to be. It hath been enjoyed by poor sinners, 
throuf^ faith' in Jesus, in all ages ; it is the common privilege of all 
ehmlians. We may well ciy out in astonishment with Solomon^ 
^ BHt will God in very deed dwell wHh men on the earth? Behold 
heaven, aad the heaven of heavenc} cannot contain thee. '\.;.2 Chron. 
vi. 18» Amazing condescension! ^^ Lord what is man, sinful, hell- 
deserving manj that thou shouldest thus visit him" with thy com* 
Jot^i^ presence i Delightful to think of» There is a sweet relation 
MibsbtB between the high and lofty one and wretched miserable 
flfimers. In Jesus they both unite. The flilness of the godhead, 
and the misery and curse of the msu^ood state of ibis peo|de 
meet in lum; From the head Jesus, the S|Hrit proceeds, and like the 
oil on Astfon's head descendB to all the members. To their spirits 
he bears witness, agreeable to the w<M?d of truth, of th^ eoveiiant- 
relation as children, adopted sons of God by £uth in Jesus Christ. 
Let no believing soul be digressed or deluded by the deceiving of 
others, so as to expect a vision, maiufestation, or revelation that 
may be seen, heard, or felt by the outward senses.. No ;- the Spirit 
bears witness to our spirits, not to our senses ! eveftas-the law bears' 
witness to the conscience that we are sinners, and works wratlr 
there ; so the blessed SpMt bears an inward witness to the mind, 
that we are the righteous children of God, by faith in Christ Jesus ; 
that '^ he died for our «in8 and rose again for oUr justification ;*' that 
in him we are chosen, beloved, accepted', justified, pardoned, and 
shall be glorified with him. Thus saith Jesus^ ^^ He shall glorify* 
me^, for he shall receive of mine^ and shall shew it m^Of you."«..» 
Johnxvi. 14. 

See, O believer, the riches of covenant-grace!' Admire and adore 
the wonderful love of the trinity ! Hast thou received the witness of 
tihe Spirit of Jesus in the word through faith ? Happy, highly favore* 
art thou among mem Art thou waiting and longing for the promise 
of the Father? the joyful testimony and assurance of the Spirit to 
thy heart that thou art his child? It is sure ; not because of any good 
thing naturally found in thee, hut because Jesus intercedes before 
the throne*. Therefore thou mayest pray in the assurance of faiths 
having this promise . to aH the children of God by faith in Christ 
Jesus, " Your heavenly Father will give his Holy Spirit to them that 
asjc bim**%««.Luke xi« 13. 



834 .JULY 30. 

And yet for all that, when th^be in the land (^ their ene^ 
mies, I will riot cast them away, neither will I abhor 
them^ to destroy them utterly ^ and to break my covenant 
with them: for I am the Lordtheir Go4^...Lev. xxvi. 44^ 

Cav any child of God read hia Fttther'a awful thresfcenii^ in 
this chapter, and thiiik li^t of sin? Can he count it a small ^Imig 
to walk contrary to God's revealed mind and will? .Indeed ooe wom\d 
think it impossible; nor can we hardly, believe any one who has 
known the tjnue grace of God could read this verse and ever dare 
open his mouth antf shoot his anrowa of bitter words against die doc-( 
trines of ey blasting) eketing love> sovereign grace, and theoertasn 
salvation of every redeemed souk; But alas i when themottth^if 
proud man is not held in by the bridle of humility, what awfiii,. what 
horrid i^peeches will he dare to utter> even again^ the plain and 
express dedarati<»is of Jehovah himsdf ! The rank weeds of natural 
notions are offensive to gracioua souls* Pride, unbelkf, and oorrupt 
^asoQ, mutually sjtrei^hen each oth^ in camal^iiearts, ia enmity 
and opposition to free-grace truths* But what is a bone of conkentioiir 
xp such, js wholesome comfortable food to aelf^mptied and humfaie 
aouis, through the faith of Jesus* 

To every self^ibased aoul, vha has no hope but in the word<^ the 
Lord, no confidence but in the covenant-love of Jesus our Medrntor^ 
the Lord our God speak^ thus comfortably ; ^^ Though in the land,'^ 
yea as tlrou afteh.fearest, iuthe hand and under the power of thine 
^nemy, O hesu* and rej<ttce! thy Lord saith, ^^ I will not cast away, 
abhor, utterly destroy." Though thou hast broken the covenant, yet 
Godwin not* It is firm as- the mountains; unshaken as the rocks»^ 
God will visit for sin, chastise fta provocations, correct for- backslid-' 
ing» All this is (;ovenant-lovc^ . but to cast away bis children he will 
not: to abhor them he cannot; to destroy and punish them. in hell is 
contrary J»^is truths his justice, his promise, his oath, his covenant^ 
established in love» and ratified l^ the blood of Jesus, his Son, ,our 
Saviour, What tongue saith, Is it so? Come then, let us. Sin with 
an high hand I Poor soul, thy speech bewrayetdi thee. The sound 
of grace has only reached thine ear; but where it is known and fel% 
in the heart, it speaks otherwise. God^sfree, loving, absolute decla-^ 
rations attract to love and obedience. The grace of God that Innings 
salvation, teaches to deny all ungodliness, &c.«..Tit. ii* 11, 12. 

T^e promise of my Father's love To this dear cov'nant of thyjRTord 

Shall stand for ever good : I set my worthless name ; 

He said, and gave his soul to death, I seal th* engagement to my Lord, 

. And seaVd the grace with blood* And make my humble cUim. 



JULY 3U . 22« 

They shall put you out of the synagogues,.. John xvi. 2; . 

* 

So it must be in all ages. The scriptures cannot be broken* 
But what are the crimes of the ministers of Jesus, to deserve such 
Osage ? Is It for a life of intemperance and lewdness, of sin and folly, 
in frequmiting play-houses, card^tables, routs, assembties, borse- 
radng^ &c* No ; friends of the Lamb have done with all such vain 
paltry matter* Their hearts feed upon infinitely higher delights, 
and their time is toopredous to be devoted to sacrifice upon the 
altars of heathenish vanities. For these things. they might gain' no 
censure, but keep their plsice$ in the 83magogues, and theircharacters* 
in the world as good, honest, orthodox preachers, and stand free from 
the charge of mopish, dreaming enthusiasts; chief priests themselves 
being judges. 

But they, stand arraigned of crimes of the highest nature, even of 
interting the very order of things ; " turning the world upside down ;** 
^^ pireaching one Jesus who was hanged upon a tree,"*..* Acts x. 39...« 
as the sinner^s only.hope and salvation. That hence glory is given to 
God in the highest $ peace on earth, and good-will to men is pro- 
claimed :..*.that the whole of salvation is of God's free gi;|ce and 
unmerited love. From this chaise faithful ministecs of Christ will 
not desire to be acquitted. Love to their precious master, to his 
blessed truth,^ to his dear people, inspires them with boldness. It is, 
the highest honor, the greatest glory Jesus puts upon them, when they: 
are called to suffer for this. '' Yea^ saith our Lord,, the time comethf 
that whosoever killeth you, will think he doth God service." Zeal. 
for God is a pretence for persecuticHi*. But what is ovu Lord's rea- 
son^ '' These things will they do unto you, because they have not 
KNowv THE FATHER NOR ME*'' But he obseTved that on hearing 
these things, sorrow filled his disciples hearts. Syropathtzii^ Lord! 
he instantly gives them a piT>mise****of what f Power to call fire from 
heaven to destroy their adversaries? No; quite the reverse; of a^ 
blessed, . inward comforter, the dove. He was to teach, them to act 
with meekness, and in patience to possess their souls*. See the 
Spirits influence in the conduct of Peter and John, and their courage 
1^ constancy in the cause ef their dear master*... Acts iv* . Their 
very enemies, who comraAnded them not to preach in the najme of 
Jesus, saw their boldness with wonder, and were ailenc*^ with their 
reasoning* Admire and imitate, O ye suffering servants pf a. once, 
suffering Lord* " How forcible are right words I".*** Job vi* 25* How 
prevailing is a meek spirit! Peter and John said, "Whether it be 
right in the sight of God to hearken unto you more than unto God, 
judge yel" " And the apostles departed from the council, rejoicing 
that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for his name." 
ActSiV* 41. 



*•*. 



326 AUGl^T 1. 

For what shall it profit n man^ if he shall gain the wboto 
world and lose his ozon soul ? Or tohat shall a mangive 
in exchange for his soul ?....Mark viii. 36, 37. 

Hast thou heard the voice of thy belored^ art thop a wSling^ 
disciple of a desptied masteri But does the flesh shrink, fiomf i|iUJr-> 
mur and reason against taking up the cross, dailf, << tuid suffering thcL 
k>ss of all things ?" Listen^ , O souU to the reasonings, of wisnpji*. 
Though the followers of the Lamb are counted fools^and madmen» yeb 
their dear master here teaches them, such reasoning and argumencii 
drawn from the nature and fitness of things^ as will in a dying h^ur^ 
and at the judgment-day, silence the tongue t>f every advenKuy^r. 
£fm* use thy master's weapon* Reason dwly^ O, christiaB, upon, 
thy spiritual gain, by the knowledge of Jesus. Study to look withr 
contempt upon thy trifling worldly loss* What is all the .wisdom Jbif. 
this world but folly ? the ri^teousn^ss of the whole world, but. filthy 
fags? the hopes of a fallen world, but miserable delusion? the plea*; 
sures of a gay world, but vanity ? the riches.of the woiid, but deqeit«:> 
Mness? the honors of the world, but an empty sound.1 All i;hes%^ 
thougl^x»sessed and enjoy ed, cannot profit the soul. . . 

Nay, rather like Job's friends, they often only prove miseiiUe . 
comforters,' distress the mind, but can never bring comfort to the . 
soul* Though often set by the enemy before our eye^ in the most^ 
conspicuous view and advantageous light, as satan tempted our Lord ; 
yiet, is there any comparison between an eternal gain and a temporal^ 
loss? Verily, one moment's ctunmunion with Jesus by faith, infi*. 
nitely tra^iscendsa whole li& of threescore years and ten, spent in. 
all the glory and h^piness this whole world can yield* O, this one- 
word, ^' thou fool, this hour. thy soul is required of thee," is. a death-, 
stroke to all worldly enjoyments. 

What then can be placed in competition with an ^< exceeding and 
an eternal weight of glory?" How great is the worth pf the soull it , 
is immortal. How rich the love of God! it is everlasting. JUdw > 
transcendent the love of Jesus 1 it passeth knowledge* How amazing^ 
the grace of the Holy Ghost! it proceeds from both* It is through 
his power any poor sinner is able to say, *^ What things were gaini 
to me, those I count loss for Christ. Yea, doubtless ; luid I count . 
all thidgs but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jes«m^^ 
my Lord; for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and oHiiit ; 
them dung, that I may win Christ and be found in hipi," &CM**PhiU,; 
iiU 7, 8, 9. ,1 , 

When I survey the wond'rous cross Were the whole realm of nature mine. 

On which the Prince of glory dy 'di That were a present far too small i . » 

My^richest gain I count but loss. Love so amazing, so divine^ .is 

And poujr contempt on all bt&ide, Demands my soul, my life, my sli • - 
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6od forbid that I sh&tild glory ^ save in the cross of cuk 
'> JLord Jesus Christy hy tohom the world is crucified unto 
mCy and I unto the xvorld....GaL vi. 14, 

^. is AT AM is very busy to hinder the christian*s glorying in Jesus 
©wit. As an adversary to the trutii, he objects, by the men of the 
ilfrorld, amd it is frequently suggested to the believer's mind, " Jesus 
is" ever uppermost in your heart and tongue ; you ascribe no gloipy^ 
t6God the Father, and to thev holy Spirit." But this is vahi and 
ignot^nt; %t in our crucified Jesus we behold the g^at love of the 
Father. Our glorying in the cros^ 6f ChHst alone, is by the grace 
and teaching of the Holy Spirit, whose office it is to testify of Jesus 
ONLY, and of salvation by none other ; so %idth our Lord, " He shalf 
gioHfy me ; for he shall receive of mine, fthd shall shew it unto 
ybu;"... John xvi. 14* 

Cod forbid that any man upon earth, all the devils in hell, all the 
lusts in our nature, or unbeKef of our hearts, should corrupt our 
minds from the siniplicity erf Christ, or prtJvent bur glorying in bur 
ever dear, cvwr lovely Jcsu^ of Nazareth; for'he hung on the ac- 
cursed tree, with &ll tiur guilt, abd siii, ifnd shame, in his«iahed, 
exposed body. Was he ashamed to bwn 6ur tile characters, or love 
our sinful persons? Nd: shall We be 'aihamedto own and confess 
his innocent person, his glorious name, hiis gracious words, his ac- 
cursed death, his perfect salvation? Surely then the very stones in the 
street would cry out against us. And Jesus sliys, " whosoever shall 
be ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous aind sinful gene* 
ration, of him also shsdl the Son of nian be ashamed, when he cometh 
in the glory of hts Father with the holy angels."....Mark viii. 38. Tor 
expect salvation from no other, and all salvation from this man Jesus^' 
this fellow, this malefactor, as the Jews accounted him, as isutfer- . 
ing, dying on the cross^ a gibbet, a gallows ; this is the very essence 
of the gospel, the glory of God's graces the wonder of ahgels, and* 
the envy of devils; this is the only hc^e of a poor humble sinhf^r, 
asid the triumph of faith. 

Who can fully describe the blessedness of Jesus-gtorifyin^ souls ! 
Aft they find aiid feel new life from his croiss, they experience k 
crucifixion and death to a)l legal hopes and vain confidence, whidh a 
aelf-righteous world glory in. From the crol^s of Jesus they view 
the world with all its pomps and pleasures^ riches and honors, glory 
and happiness, as accursed, sentenced and devoted to destruction. 
Therefore, as crucified persons by the faith of Jesus, we die daily 
to the world. ^^ Christ is our life."....Col. iii. 4. 

Oor faitli adores thy bleedings love, Let the vain world pronounce it shamea 

And trusts fer life in one that dy'd; And fling their scandals on the tausel 

We hppe for heavenly crowns above^ We come to boast bur Saviour's name. ' 

From a Redeemer crucified. And make our triumphs in his cross. 
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Jlnd I will brirlg the third part through thefri, avd'wtU 
re^ftne them as silver is refined^ and will try them as gold 
is tried : they shall call on my name, and I will hear 
them : I will say it is my people; and they shall say^ the 
Lord is my God,...Zech. xiii. 9. 

O, GIVE me comforts or I die, saith the soul 1 for surely was I a 
child of God) I should not be thus tried, afflicted, and distressed* 
Nay, saith the Saviour, " ye know not what ye ask." Dost thou 
forget the exhortation which speaketh unto you as unto children ? 
^' My son despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint 
when thou art rebuked of him*"-«*Heb. xii. 5. Did I bid thee 
believe on me? Believe also my words: " it is through much tribu- 
lation thou must enter my kingdom.".—Acts xiv. 22, This profitable 
lesson, though grievous to the flesh, must be leaded* Like Peter, 
wc pray to be excused being washed by our Lord* But we consider 
not his lof^e, nor our own advantage* " If I wash thee not, thou 
hast no part with me," saith Jesus. " If ye are without chastise- 
ment, then are ye bastards and not sohs." " I wjLL«bring thee 
througb the fire; I will refine thee; I wili* try thee." Why?, 
Because thou art not reprobate silver, nor counterfeit metal ; there* 
fore I will take pains with thee. "I will purge away thy dross 
and thy sin, and purify thee in the furnace." Verily, thy graces shall 
shine brighter, thy faith grow stronger, thy love burn more fervent, 
and thy obedience be more cheerful. . Therefore " I cha$tein whoi» 
I love," saith the Lord. 

Nothing can reconcile souls to aflUctiye allotments, but looking 
on them as covenant-dispensations. The loving Father's promise i» 
the beloyed ehiWrens' portion. " I will never turn away from theia 
to do them good."«...Jer. xxxii. 40. Such is the covenant-Jove of our 
covenant God. Here fidth fixes its hold, and waits the promised bles- 
sing. Though saints desire to be passive, yet they cannot be silent ; 
" for they shall call on my name," even the name above all other 
names, Jesus the precious Saviour. Saith the Lord, " I will not only; 
bear, but answer." « It is I," saith Jesiis to the terrified disdples, 
« be not afraid." " It is my dear people that call," saith the l^rdk 
As the affectionate mother knows the voice of her own dear cbildy 
^he listens, she .runs, to its relief* .So the Lord speaks with afTectioi^ 
and love, " my people.^ So souls reply in feith, with Thomas^ 
MY Loan, MY GoD, O, happy to live, not so much on comforts as 
on " the God of all comfort. "..••2 Cor. i. 3. 

Blest is the man thy hands chastise, But God will ne'er forsake his saints. 
And to his duty draw ; Nor his own promise break ; 

Thy scourges make thy children wise, He pardons his inheritance 
When they forget thy law. For their Redeemer's sdke. 
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And HdzaeLsaid, But what, is thy servant a dog, that he 
should do this great thing P...J2 Kings \i\u 1$. 

Oy THE treacheij ef the human hettrt ! haiih scripture and expe- 
^cDce prove this melancholy truth, that it is " deceitful above all 
things, and desperately wicked." Who can fathom the depths of its 
deceits ? who can understand the misery of iniquity which lies con- 
cealed in the nature of sinful man? Alas! presumptuous confidence 
that our nature is not so totally corrupt and abominable, too, too oft 
deceives and betrays even the children of God- This wretch Hazael, 
who had premeditated rebellion and murder in his heart, ypt starts 
at the prediction of these crimes which as yet had no real existence. 
t)oubtless he thought Elisha judged very hard of him ; he could 
almost stare the prophet out of countenance; and^as though he 
charged him with degrading the dignity of his human nature, he 
demands whether he looked on him no better than an unclean beast, 
a fierce devouring dog, that he should commit such aAniriable 
wickedness? His- very nature even shuddered at the ver^^poughts- 
But the history assures us " lust had conceived, and it brought forth 
siri ;**' which ended in the murder of his royal master I Hazael fully 
verified all the prophet's prediction. * 

■ Boast not of thyself, O christian ; say not, I am a converted man, a 
believer in Jesus, not an unclean wretch like this Hazael; therefore 
I shall hot fall into that and the other sin. Be not high-minded, but 
fear. Thou standest not by thine own strength, but by faith. This 
grace ever leads out of self to its object, Christ. Flatter not thyself, 
Aat thy corrupt nature is in any-wise better than another; know there 
h ito difference. Deceive not thyself with conceits of perfection in 
the fiesh, or with the deluded dream, that the root of sin is entirely 
destroyed in. thy nature. EVer remember, " that in the flesh dwells 
no good thing;" that it is and ever will be prone to evil continually. 
Happy for thee that thou art new-borri, new-created in the spirit of 
thy mind. It is thy privilege to llv^ under the influence of grace and 
love. * But still thy fallen nature is ever the same^ thie old man is still 
alive; there is the tinder of corruption, which may take fire from 
the deviPs sparks of temptation. What thou art least suspecting, 
yea when thou art most confident of standing, thou mayest be in 
l9ie greirtest dubger of falling. What thou fearest not to-day, to- 
morrow may overcome thee. Think not more highly of thyself 
thaiithou o^ghtest to think; Be sober; watch unto prayer. " God 
resisteth the proud, but giveth grace to the humble."....! Pet. v. 5. 

Sin hath a thousand treach'rous aru. She p{eacU for all the joy she brings, 
To practise on the.min4; ■ £heart#, And gives a fair pretence ; 

With flatt'rin^ looks she ten^pts Qur ; But cheats the soul of h^y'nly things^ 
But leaves a uting behind. . And chains jit dowi» ^; fm»^ 

Vol. I. E c 
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Let us run toilh patience the race set brfore us....Heb. xii. I. 

• 

A LIVELY faith begets a cheerful heart. A joyful hope makes a 
resigned soul* An humble mind produceth a patient spirit. So we 
run with pleasure our short race, ^^ looking unto Jesus." But alasl 
shame to us, there is a sin which easily besets us and which draws a 
a train of burdens and distresses along with it* Why are poor dis* 
ciples' minds harrassed by frequent murmurings and impatience I 
Why their tempers soured with evil passions, and they utter hasty y^ 
angry, unbecoming speeches? Verily, unbelief is the cause of all 
this* Their minds are clouded ; they do not see Jesus ; they do not 
consider Jesus as seeing them ; they do not look to Jesus for .patience t 
hence satan gets an advantage over theiidi : pride begets impatience of 
spirit* Then, .with fretful Jonah they cry out, " I do well to be 
angry.- 

Well, soul^ and how do you find your mind after dmng thus well? 
what is^e frame of your soul after thus gratifying the will of the 
flesh, y^^ proud self-will? what hast thou gained hereby but dejec- 
tion -of spirit and sorrow of heart? what hast thou lost? Even the 
comforting view of Jesus, and the sweet sense of peace: thus the 
feet are entangled in a snare ; and, instead of running with patience y 
we sit down in sorrow. Tossed by stormy winds, in a tempestuous 
ocean, the poor bark seems driven back many degrees from the 
haven of rest and peace* So we suffer loss of patience by looking 
from Jesus to other objects. While our beloved is viewed, patience 
possesses the heart, the feet run with delight the way of God's com- 
mandments, and we look forward with cheerful hope* Patience 
sweetens a£9ictions and improves exercises and trials* It keeps the 
heart from envy, the hand from revenge, the tongue from evil- 
speaking, and overcomes enemies without weapons; for it draws all 
its strength from Christ's love, the sweetness of his presence, and 
hope of bis glory* A martyr tormented by infidels, was asked by 
way of reproach, what miracle his Christ had done? He replied, you 
now behold one : he enables me to bear your reproaches, and suffer 
your tortures with patience* I am ndt moved* Is not this a miracle 
worthy your noticei Whatever befels our souls is the wise allotment 
of our loving Father! We arc exhorted to "run with patience," 
that we may ,not lie down in sorrow* The sun of consolation shall 
-shine bright On our souls, while " we press forward towards the 
mark, for the jprize of the high jcalling of God in Christ Jesus."*,.* 
PhiL iii* 14, 

O let my tfiou^ts be humble still, The patient soul, Uie lowlj mind 

And aH my carriage mild, Enjoys a sweet reward i 

Content, my Father, with thy will. Let saints in soitow be resign'd. 

And tui«t as a child. And trust a fahhM Lwd. 
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» 

He that believeth on the Son of God, hath the xoitness in 
himse(f. . . . l John v. 10. 

Many of the weak Iambs of Jesns, are sadly perplexed in their 
minds about the nature of faith. From the corruption of their hearts^ 
the workings of the enemy, unscriptural notions they have been 
taught, and opposings of unbelief to the weakness of their faith, 
they are often ready to question, nay, sometimes to conclude they 
hare not " the faith of God's elect." Here is a certain rule to deter- 
mine by : this, if clearly understood in the light of the Spirit, wiH 
satisfy and comfort weak hearts. Mind, the apostle doth not say, 
he that believeth hath no sin, no doubts; knows his sins are for- 
given, and has full assurance of his own salvation* No: <^ but he 
hath the witness in himself." What is this but an inward testimony 
of what is outwardly revealed in the word? As the Spirit bears 
witness in the word to Jesus the incarnate Son of . God, the only 
true and all-sufficient Saviour of guilty, perishing sinners, so he, 
who thus believeth on the Son of God, hath this divine, satisfying, 
experimental testimony brought into his mind and conscience by 
the Holy' Ghost. He hath an evidence in himself which neither 
men nor devils can destroy. Though he finds and feels himself a 
lost creature, a helpless sinner ; so weak that he can do nothing to 
save himself; so vile that his nature is at dimity against Jesus and 
his salvation ; yet he believes the Son of God came to seek and to 
save such«...that there is all salvation in him and in no other for such. 
Thus believing, he hath the witness of testimony of the love of the 
ever blessed trinity in the salvation of sinners in his heart. The 
love of the Father in the gift of his Son ; the love of Jesus in coming 
to save, and the love of the Spirit in testifying to this in the word, 
and by the faith of it in his heart. 

Happy would it be for poor siiinlbrs, if instead of poring over 
themselves, they looked more steadily to the work of Jesus ;. consi* 
dered more constantly the fulness of his redemption, the freeness of 
his salvation, and regarded the outward witness to the truth in the 
word. Faith in this would bring comfort to the heart; so would 
their doubts and fears vanish; the fruits of faith more evidently 
appear; and their minds, in God's own thne, would be fuHy 
s£^tisfied about their o^m interest in Jesus, and the knowledge of for- 
giveness of their sins by the witness of the Holy Spirit through faith : 
for faith in the Son of God, al^ve an other things hath the pre- 
eminence. If the 8o4>I is fined with peace and joy, it is in believing ; 
if with assurance of pardon of sins, it is through faith in Jesus ; if 
sealed with the Spirit, it is in believing. " And this is the victory , 
that overcometh the world> ^ven our faith."..»l Jolm v» 4i>. 
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I fear ^ lest by <Mf meam, as the serpent beguiled Ett 
through his subtilty^ so jf9ur minds should be corrupted 
from the simplicity that is in Christ. ...2 Cor. xi. 3. 

By a g;odly fear in the hearty the Lord keeps his people from 
totally departing from him* But there is ever danger from satan, 
from men, yea and from brethren too» of our mhids being corrupted 
and beguiled, so as to suffer the loss of that singleness of e^e and 
mmi^icity oS heart towards our dear Saviour, by which the soul is 
only kept happy* If the Lord's prophet had been more jealous over 
himself) and more simple to his master's voice, the fair speech of 
his brother had not betrayed him to disobedience and death, by the 
mouth of- the lion««*«See 1 Kings xiil* 24» 

Could satan so beguile Eve as to make her an instrument of death 
to herself, to the dear partner of her life, and to all their posterity ? 
O disciples, ^^ take ye heed every one of his neighbour, and trust ye 
not in any brother, for every brother will utteriy supplant, and 
every neighbour will walk with Blanders."«.«MJer« ix» 4. But how 
•comes all thi&? Alas! because ^' they are not valiant for the truth upon 
the earth,"»*.*verse 3* Satan's subtilty hath robbed them of Christ's 
simplicity. The abiding, comforting presence, the sweet fellowslup 
of Jesus are obscured to their mind* Jesus is not simply and coDr 
stantly lived upon* The living actings of faith, the constant outgo- 
ings of the soul, the continual looking to, and daily hanging upon « 
Jesus Ibr salvation from hour to hour, is not enjoyed in the heart* 
Coitupted minds -grow clouded* Hence they lose sight of our 
beloved friend; sweet simplicity departs, and other objects too oft 
become the subjects of converse and meditation* This is an infec- 
tious disorder; it rages among the children of God; it is easily 
catched ; simple faith in Jesus is bewildered by perplexing notions ; 
lov« to Jesus grows cold by leeping at a distance from himf and 
o^ce humble, simple heartsfget into doubting-castle* Satan cries, 
, « There, there, so would I have. iu". Though Jesus will nevet 
forsake them, yet he suffers their own folly to correct them* Bf 
their smarting he leaches them to be wiser* Chaste virgins are 
jealous over their cgres, their tongues, and hearta, lest they give 
encouragement to unlaw&l love* We are equally to be on our 
gwd against the corrupt principles of proud self-righteous Pharisees, 
as against the licen^ous principles of Antinomians* B(^ draw 
from the simplicity that is in Christ* The light of the body is the 
eye ; " if thereSof c thme eye be singly thy whole bocfy shall be fiill 
of light*"..*.Matt* vi. 22* . 

Satan sppearif almost divme. Fly from the false deceiver's tongue* 

Like innocence afid lore i Ye sons of Adan» fly \ 

^ But the old serpent larks within, Our parents fcond the snare too stron|^, - 

When ht assumes the dove. Nor should the children try. ^ ] 



• \ 



i 



AUGUST t, 283 

Sanctify the Lord God in your hearts : Be ready always to 
give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason^ of 
the hope that is inyou, xvith meekness and fear.. .A Pet. 
iii. 15. 

Whev the Lord Jesus b the glory of the soul, it it the souPa 
glory to sanctify hhoy and him only. How joyful to have one'« 
heart detached from every other object and hope, and its who)9 
delight to glorify our Saviour! How'ravishing to dwell <mi the won- 
ders of his love, the riches of his grace, the greatness of his suffer- 
ings, the fulness of his redemption, the perfection of his righteous- 
ness, the prevalency of his intercession, and all issuing in the eternal 
life of such vile sinful wretches as we are 1 Verily, under suqh view^t 
mostcheeriully does the believer sanctify the Lord Immanuei in his 
heart* Hence, how powerful is his soul animated with holy bold- 
ness against the fear of man! Yea, inflamed with love to the truth| 
how ready to give a reason of his hope I Perhaps, through the 
warmth of his zeal, and the heat of his affections, he does not always 
act wisely herein ; but does what he is fbrtud by his Lord, '^ casta his 
pearls before swine." Hence he finds, as they were ignorant of thci 
woith of his jewels, they turn upon him with wrath* The apostle 
seems to guard against this. 

Christian, thou art to be always ready to answer, and to give ^ 
reason of thy hope. But to whom ? Every man that asks with meek- 
ness and fear: meek to receive instruction; fear of error ; andtlesire^ 
to know the truth as it is in Jesus. As the christian h»» &M|f 
received, so it is his delight freely to give to others. He hopes thct 
Lord may make him the happy instrument of conviction, amveruoDf 
and edification to other souls. Far is it from the nature of a chris- 
tian ^^ to eat his morsel alone." He is to imitate the meekness o( 
^he lamb in his temper. The boldness of the lion is to accompany 
his concern for God's glory and the anuse of his truth. . Meek vtk 
speech, but not with timid fear to answer. When God's truth is 
the subject, the strongest confidence and the greatest coun^ sra 
our glory. What is thy hope, O christian? Is it any other than 
" God's mystery, Christ in you, the hope of glory ?"..«.Col. i. 37* 
Dost thou see such infinite charms, such inestimable gkny in that 
despised Jesus, who was hanged upon a tree as an aceuraed malefitc<« 
tor? that he is the only hope of thy soul? the oklt glory of thy 
heart? O, blessed, highly favored art thou! Is it not thy joy tosay^ 
^< Come and hear, ail ye that fear Gon, and I will dbdsre what hs 
hath done for my souU"....Psalm Ixvi. 16. 

Let the vain worid pronounce iushsme, With Joj we tell the stoftag age, 
And fling their scandals on our cause; He that was dead has left the tomb ; 
We %\ofy' in our Saviour's name. He lives above their utmost rage» 

And make our triumphs in his croM. And we are waiting till he come. 
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Great peace haoe ihet/ which lave thy lata : and nothing shdU 
offend them.... Psalm cxix. 165. 

All invatd peace and tranquility of mind arise from the know** 
ledge and love of the law of the Lord. Qut hath not the apostle told 
us, <^the law worketh wrath ^"••••Roin. iv. 15. Have not helievers 
experienced a sense of wrath in the conscience, through ^^ the know- 
ledge of sin by the law?" Yes, verily. But this law, the moral lawr 
is subservient to the everiasting law of love, the eternal covenant of 
grace and peace ; therefore in time ^* it was added because of trans- 
gressions, till the seed should come to whom the promise was made ;" 
even Jesus, the seed of the woman, in whom the law of peace and" 
salvation centered; of whom the ceremonial law 'was a shadow; and 
by whose holy life, the moral law received perfect obedience to all 
hs demands, and a full satisfaction for all its purses and penalties by 
his sin-atoning sacrifice. 

• This eternal law, or purpose of God, was manifested by promise 
from Jehovah himself to the sin-convicted pair immediately after 
their fall ; and confirmed again both by promise and oath to Abraham 
and his seed, which is Christ. " This law or covenant that was 
confirmed before of God in Christ, the law which was four hundred 
and thirty years after, cannot disannul, that it should make the 
]^romise of none efrect.".**.Gal. iii. 17. No; this law of life, by 
promise, is " sure to all the seed." It is immutable, it is unchange* 
able, therefore not one of them can perish. Hence this law of sal- 
tation is the delight of believers. They have great peace from it. 
For with Paul, they know " the spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath 
made us free from the law of sin and death."....Rom. viii. 2. Hence 
with David they say, " O how love I thy law! it is my meditation 
ftM the day.** Though many things from within and without grieve 
ami eSend them, yet nothing from the law of grace and truth which 
came by Jesus Christ shall. Christ is not " a stone of stumbling, 
and a rock of offence to them ; they stumble not at the word of his 
grace." They are not offended because it teacheth that salvation is 
all of grace, according to election, through the blood and righteous- 
ness of Christ; applied to their souls in faith by the Holy Spirit* 
No ; all this is their consolation and joy. The commands of Jesus do 
not offend them, they are all in love: "His commandments are not 
grievouH.".... 1 John v. 3* Thus, all their joy and rejoicing is in 
Christ Jesus only, while they confidently and comfortsdjly hope for 
eternal life, by^God's purpose and graces according to the everlasting 
law of Iqvc, and his free gift by Jesus Christ«.«.Rom. vi. 23.. 
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The wisdmt that is from above, is first pure, then peace* 
able, fUc^. James iii. 17. 

True knowledge centers in this one point, namely, that Jesua 
is our wisdom ; even as the sun is the only source of all light. From 
hence light is communicated to the earth freely. As that hath no. 
power to influence the sun to shed forth its comforting beams of light, 
so neither are we able or willing, while in a state of sin and folly, to 
exert any power to procure wisdom. But unasked, unsought, 
unmerited; Jesus, who is emphatically stiled wisdom, came down 
from above, that wisdom might once more be found in our nature* 
In him most conspicuously shone forth every perfection of purity, 
peace, gentleness, &c. 

This is our gospel to believe, that thus Jesus hath '^ abounded 
towards us in all wisdom "....Eph. i. 8. So also it is the rich expe* 
rience of his members, that "out of his fulness we all receive.** 
Hence we are made wise unto salvation, for we know, love, and 
approve of Jesus, as " made unto us wisdom, righteousnesAi, sancti^ 
fication, and redemption." This is our chief glory, to glory in him> 
who is our greatest glory : this our highest wisdom, to glory in him' 
who is our wisdom. 

Nature with all its powers is averse to this ; but wisdom seeks and 
apprehends us ; causeth us to hear her voice, to be in love with her 
beauty ; or we should never have had so much as one desire after her* 
The cry after wisdom, is wisdom in the heart. A desire after Jesus, 
is from Jesus being known to the soul. Thus Christ prevents us; 
he first Cometh from above to us, then we soar from beneath 
towards him. 

This is the purity of true wisdom : it hath no mixture with any* 
thing from beneath. All the human systems and carnal schemes^ 
which the " wise of this world" call religion, as well a» the imfmiity;^ 
of the flesh, it turns from. It brings purity of affection to {esus oiriy^ 
like a chaste virgin who has but one object of love : it brings. peace 
to the soul through the same object. Thus where Chvist dwelleth 
in the heart by faith, that soul dweils in wisdom, and is united to 
purity and peace. Sec. When the soul hath but once tasted thni wis^ 
dom that cometh from above, there is an insatiable thirst after moref 
that so from this uncorrupted fountain the pleasing streams of purityi 
peace, gentleness, mercy, and good fruits, may inc«S8an% flow* 
•* Thus wisdom is justified of all her children. "....Matt, xi* 19. 

Nature with open volume stands Here, on thi cross 'trvfairest drawn < 

To spread her Maker's praise abroad; la precie^s biood and crimson line^. 

And ev'ry labour of his hands q, the sweet wonders of that cross, : 

Shews something worthy of a God. Where God the Savionrlov'd and dy'd! 

But in the grace that re^cu'd man Her noblest life my Spirit draws 

His brightest form of glory shiats } From his di^r wounded bleeding side. 
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Now I know, thou fearest Qodj seeing thou hast fwLzvit}& 
held thy son, thine only son from me.. ..Gen. xxii. J 2. 

So spake Jesus to his friend of old. What 1 did. not God knour- 
that Abraham feared him before this? Doubtless he did* But nom 
in the exercise of faith and love he approved himself to God. iio 
gave full evidence that God's commandments are not grirv'ous : that 
it was his joy and delight to obey his God. Lord, give what them, 
commandesty and command what thou wiltt is the l^reatfaing ^ 
feith and love ! Thus was the faith of Abraham justified by its fruita* 
Seest thou how -his faith wrought by his works?. And by worths b^. 
gave foil proof that he possest the faith of God's elect. Thus he 
obtained this glorious testimony to his own soul from. the mouth of. 
the Lord: '^ Now I know that thou feareat.God with « loving> filial 
fear* Thy faith worketh hy love: it has influenced thy heart to thisT 
^inent act of cheerful) unreserved obedience to me*" Hi& ^thr. 
consulted not flesh and blood ; it surmounted carnal reason* Th^ 
command of the Lord was the only rule of his conduct. He b^th 
sacrificed and enjoyed his Isaac* Thus saith Jesus to every believer^ 
'^ Ye are my frieods» if ye do whatsoever I command you."*...John 
XV* 14. The Spirit of God, by St. James, stiles him a " vain mail)'! 
who thinks he may have faith destitute of works....Jame8 ii* 20* 

It is the wisdom of a christian to know that his justification in the 
sight of God, through the blood and righteousness of Jesus, is '< per^ 
fcct and entire, lacking nothing." This is received by faith only* 
But this belief cannot exist without its object,. Jesus ; theref re it caxh^ 
not be alone in the heart without iove. Faith works by love, and 
love lives by faith. This inward principle manifests itself by obedf^ 
ence, as an outward evidence. Thus thebeliever*s works are rnsuu-* - 
fest that they are wrought in God, and that the soul walks in the lighl 
of God's truth and love* But alas I it Is an awful case amcM^gst pro^ 
fessprS) a^Paul said on another occasion, '^Many are sick and weak- 
among you, and. many are fallen asleep," through the intoxicating 
draughts of the love of this world, and living after the flesh* ^ Smck 
/have no inward testimony that they please God. They possess not 
joy and peace in believing* They give no outward evidence that thejr 
are married to the ^mb, and live by faith on him.- <^Exc«iine thy^' 
telf, O christian, whether thou art in the feith ; prove thy own 
self* Knowest. thou not thine own self, how that Jesus Ghnst-is in^. 
thee, exc^thinibe areprobate*"«...^Gop*xiii. ^« • 

Grace, like aw vnccfnrapttd teed, ' l^ot by the terrors of a slave, 
Abides aad reigns. witliiiM. <)o they perfovmiilJJ WiW? 

Immortal ]»:|ncipl«s fosbid 'But with the ndblest powVs thc/hav^, 

Tht.tQAsalG9d.tasini . .. ... lilt tweet domm^nds ftimt 
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^kom he justified, thtm he also giorified.[..R(m. viii, 30. 

What poor scanty thoughts do we too often entertain of th« 
l6^ and beneficence of our cbvenaat God! At bent bur conce{^tiond 
are too contracted : we are straitened in our own bowels, while w^ 
ha've no cause to be^ i^ndtened in the super'^abounding grace of our 
IiOrdi we have little reason to borrow contracted thoughts of God's 
We from Egyptian task-masters* Oiir Own corrupt nature too, too 
often furnbhes with carnal pleas and unbelieving suggestions, which 
weaken our faith, cool our love, damp our zeal, deject our spirits^ 
sod grieve our hearts. Simple hearts should h&ve nothing to do but 
with the plain simile truths of God. Hath the Lord said it ? He witt 
al&o do it. Faith defies satan's power, and smiles at hitman con- 
tradictions. Though humbled souls lie low in sdf-abasement, yel^ 
their views are exalted to the highest^confidence, by God's purposes^ 
declarations, and promises in Christ Jesus. So they are established 
in the tnith. 

' w All the blessings of grace and glory are sure to every believer; 
for all such are in JtsXi% beloved, justified and saved in the sight of. 
God* So aho in themselves, they are discharged from guilt, ab* 
-aOlved from punishntesit, acquitted &om the curse of the law. When 
the comfortet* bnngs- the sweet knowledge of this to the conscience, 
then how do they triumph in Jesus ! Satan cannot see this without 
envyi» Then he stirs up all the powers of nature and corrupt reasoh 
to stop their glorying. Some miserable teachers are not awarfe- 
whom they serve, when they talk of Jesus' righteous, justified mem** 
bers being consigned over to eternal damnation. Justification by 
fidth is a fruit of electing love. Air such as are chosen to salyatioh, 
they can never perish. Says St. Austin^ " If any of the elect perish, 
^ God is deceived ; but God is not deceived, therefore none of the 
elect can ^rish ; for the Lwd knoweth who are his." In Jesus they 
have a sure right and tide to glory. And the Lord the Spirit glorifies 
every justified soul. The church, the King's daughter, he makes 
all-^rious within now* So each member hath a meetness for glory 
above. The glory of God lies near the heatts of sanctified souls. 
Tbeway of truth and the pathsof holiness are their delight. Sanc- 
.tification of the Spirit is inseparable from belief of the truth. Both 
spniflg from theeketing love of God the^Fath^r, and shall* most 
4MMiured!y issue in certain salvation 'of every htifppy subject. This is 
the challenge of Jesus : << Father, I will that those whom thou hast 
given me, be with me where I am. "....John xvii. 24. 

To God the only wi|e, Sooar ajl the chosen seed 

Our Saviovr and our l^in^;, - Sha)l meet around the throne. 

Let all the s^tn^ below tl^s tkitt . Shall hle«s the^ conduct of his ^pkoe^ * 

Their humble praises brinf. And make his wonders known. 

Vol. L F f 
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Jjearn cf mCy for I ani meek and lowly in heart; and ye 
shall Jind rest to your souls. ...Matt. xi. 29. 

Thus,' with tender afibction, speaks Jesus our prophet to the 
lambs of his flock. He well knows we stand m need of dailj instruc- 
tion from him : he teaches us in the truth as we are able to bear it ; 
he knows the weakness of our understandings ; he is ^ touched with 
a feeling of our infirmities." Therefbre, lest our poor hearts should 
-rnt any time conceive thoughts of him cdntrarf to his nature luid 
(dhc/ty he says, ^^ I am meek and lowly of heart." You And that 
you are poor sinners ; ignorant of many truths; exercised with many 
conflicts, trials and temptations: do not thirik of me only as the 
high and lofty one who inhabiteth eternity, but as dwelling also with 
humble hearts. Look not on me as an austere master, a terrible 
lawgiver, a severe judge, who watches over you for evil, and is 
iever ready to. take all advantagefs against yoUf No: I am your con* 
descending, meek and lowly Saviour; your loving friend and kind 
instructor ; therefore come and listien to my words: <* Learn of bie.*' 
What sweet encouragement is this! Art thou, O soul, tossed 
with temptations? Harassed with eorruptions? Beset with sinful 
passions? Do these bring disquiet upon thy miiid, distress to thy 
conscience, and are a wearisome burdfen to thy spirits, so that thou 
dost not enjoy settled ease and composed rest? Remember thy 
Saviour's lowly character and kind advice. He hath an ear for thy 
complaints, a heart of love to pity thee, a powerful ana to relieve 
thee. With sweet familiarity pour out thy heart; to him 2 as -a 
bosom-friend tell him of thy sorlrows, thy complaints, -and fears'. 
Always bear in mind his kind invitation ; the loving meeknfiss and 
lowliness of his heart, and the blessedness of his promise* He hath 
spoken it, and will he not bring it to pass? He hath said it, and will 
he not fulfil it? '^ Te shall find rest to your souls:" sweet ^tranquility 
and inward composure as can be found in no object besides Jesus* 
Could the children' of this worid persuade us thtre k no evB in their 
Tain diversions and carnal delights, still we know we cannot expect 
our Lord's presence, nor shall we find rest to our souls' from the 
bewitclung scenes of the play-house, &c* No; but the more rest 
we find to our souls iii Jesus, the more we are delighXe^ ^'^ ^oimy 
and become dead to all things that arer contrary to spiritual peace 
and joy from him. *^ We who have believed, do enter into rest.".*.* 
Heb. iv. S. 

Let me but hear my Saviour say, I glory in infirmity^ [me $ 

Strength shall be equal to thy day. That Christ's own power may rest on 

Then I rejoice in deep distress, When I am weak, then I am strong, 

Leaning on aU*lilfBcient grace. Grace is my shield and Christ ny long. 
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twill bring the blind h/L a xioay that they kneze net; I toitl 
lead them in paths that they have riot known : I will 
make darkness light before iheaty and crooked things 

,.. straight: These thingsxvilll dounto themyUndnot forsake 

. them...Jsa./xX\\.l6, 

e Hkr£ is a full proof of the personality of the divine Spirit, thtf 
third glcHious person in the adorable trinity; and also the nature of 
Us crffice in the cooonomy of the covenant, of grace for the salvation 
«f. the elcjcU He will lead them into all the paths of truth. Truth 
is of. the very essc^nce and perfection of Jehovah.- The Father 
H hath chosen us from the beginning to salvation, through sanctifi- 
eatkmof the Spirit^ and belief of the TRUTa.*'....3 Thess. ii. IS. 
Jesus is ^essentially^ ^ the way^ the truth, and the life,"....John 
xiw 6.«..by:i;7lknn we are sated; and the Holy Spirit performs his 
office M eur '^ide tO; buc. 

We poor sinners ^^ are all gone out of the way:'' we are blind 
and see'ixit the way, ignorant a&d know not the way, proud and 
iiave ^^ turned erery one- to his own way;*' and if left to ourselves^ 
timmgh the darkness that is in us, should seek death and destruc- 
tion mihe error of oor lives. But, adorable grace! the Spiiit of 
love .prevents thi«* He will guide to Jesus, the way, and into 
^ all the truth, ai it ift in him." So we enjoy life from him : a life of 
love and holiness now) and eternal life and glory hereafter. O the 
loving condescension of this heavenly guide! yet it is natural for 
us to resist the Holy Ghost, to grieve the loving Spirit, and quench 
his blessed motions. This is our chiefest giief. Yet such is his 
amazing love,- auch his sovereign power, that, like a most affection* 
ate' friend, a benign comforter, he takes us by the hand, yea takes 
om" hearts into his hand, and will guide, counsel, and direct us. 
This he doth outwardly by his word, and inwardly by his secret 
Inft powerful influences. In the light of his word of truth, we see 
how-sinful, miserable, and wretched we are in ourselves. But why 
doth he teaoh us this? Because we should not trust in ourselves that 
we are righteous, and deceive our souls into perdition. By the 
word of his grace, he teaches us the knowledge of Jesus. In him 
he shews us the love of the Father, the super^boundings of grace 
over the aboundings of sin. He turns us from the crooked paths of 
pride, self-will, and self-righteousness, into the straight paths of 
grace, truth, and holiness. Here, O believer, is thy mercy. " He 
WILL work and none shall let it." O, this \i the crowning mercy 
of an, ** I WILL- not forsake them." Here are fbur absolute decla* 
rations, I will. Bow proud free-will to thy Lord's wills. He 
WILL certainly guide thy soul through all the mazes of a sinful 
world to eternal glory. ^^ As many as are led by the Spirit of God, 
they are the sons of God/'««-Rom* Tiii« 14. 
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Consider him thai endured suck contradiciidtt of sumeits 
:. Qgnnsit Mmse^^ lest ye be ioeuried and faint in your 
n»HdSd..Meb. xii. 5. 

CoME) christian, look up, look fonrard, and be of good coanigf*. 
Though thy exercises are many, and thy cdniUcts great, tho\igh* 
weary Ik, yet grow not weary of, the ways of the Lord; VerHy, 
in due tune we shall reap an harvest of eternal felicity, after all'otir 
present toil and labour. Faint not; continue to the end; persevere 
in the vrMi of faith, labour of love, and patience df kope* The 
battle is the* Lord's ; thy foes are all cotiquered ; victory is ebtained; 
the crown is held (brth by thy conquering Lord. Press on. But aids'! 
thou lindest contradicticm and opposition from ^very quarter, fitom 
within and from without: numerous are thy foes which rise iip 
iig;$tinst thee; thy strength is small; thy power weak: most true; 
biit know thy calling; study thy privilege; behold thy comforter 
holdi forth a reviving cordial this day to thy drooping spirits: 
** lest thou be weary and faint in thy mind,** consider JiEStrs. Here 
is faith's mystery, the christian's triurhph : hence derive fresh lif<$ 
•and vigour to thy fainting mind. Consider Jesui: in his divine 
teture, thy covenant Gon: in his human nature, thy redeeming 
brother: as God and man in one Christ Jb^us, th)r salvation; thf 
Almighty Sdviour. Consider Jesus in . hi^ innbc^at life, enduring 
contradiction of sinners against himself on thy account; fulfilting 
all righteousness for thee; that thou art perfectly righteous before 
God IN HIM. Consider Jesus, on'the cross bearing thy sins; amidst' 
taunts and jeers, Vrhile making atonetnent for thy trarisgressions: 
Consider Jesus entered into heaven, and appearing in the presence 
of God FOR us; Consider Jesus infinite in wisdom to know thy' 
wants; infinite in love to sympathize with thee in all'thy sorrow: 
infinite in power to support and strengthen thee under them: con- 
sider what infinite niches of grace he has in. glory to supjily all thy 
need. O, consider the fulness of grace that dwellsin him for need/ 
sinners; live upon his fuliiess day by day, so as to receive 'out o€ 
his fulness grace for grace. Is it said ** the blood of martyrs wa» 
iht se^d of the church?" Confident we are, the life and destth, the 
blood and righteousness of Jesus are the life of our graces, th<f 
spring of our comforts, the support of our weary minds, and the 
only reviving cordials for our fainting spirits. Are we panting 
sifiners .at his footstool? Considering Jesus makes us joyful before 
his throne now, soon we shall stand eternally happy in his presenee. 
Imitate the Father of the faithftil; be not weak in faith; conside/* 
not thy own body, which is ^ dead because of «n. Know the Spirit' 
is life) because of the righteousness' of Jesus«"««»*Rom* viii. 10* 
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And Uieif laughed'hhn ta 5CQm....Mdttl rx. 24*; 



"' .Wonderful indeed is our master in patience^ meekness,' love, 
foid goodness, under such . insult and scorn* ^' When H^rbd saw 
jesus he w as. exceeding glad : he desired to see him of a loog jieason^ 
for he lioped to see some miracle done hy him*" Miracles maf 
satisfy* the curiosity ; they do not of themselves convert the heaxt t^ 
the *tnitlu This is plain. Herod saw in Jesus a most astonishing 
miracle* fiehold innocence itself arraigned and accused*««*deatl:^ in 
its most cursed and ignominious foi*m threatened* Amazing to con? 
aider! Jesus stood mule; his tong;ue locked up in silence* HijI 
mighty arm, which, could have dealt destruction at a blow, he 8U& 
&red to be. bound ; . himself set at nought, mocked, and in derisioft 
arrayed in a robe of mock royalty.*..wHiTE, saith Beza* So Herodi 
though undesigned, gives him a token of his innocence; as Pilate« 
contr^y to his judgment and intention, gives him a title, ^^ This is 
the King of the Jews." Though requested to fdter the words^ he 
was constrained to be infl^iblq ; replies, ^^ What I have written) I 
will not.revoke." . , 

'/See your calling, brethren:. it is to confess and follow a once 
laughed: at, scorned, ridiculed Jesus: never once dream of being 
excused pledging our Lord in the same cup* So sure as thou dost 
<( witness a good profession" of faith in Jesus and conformity to him^ 
thou also Shalt not escape laughter and scorn from the carnal world* 
nor of bduig arrayed by them in the contemptible garb of a fool's cap 
and a madman's coat* Time was when we acted as they do* Think 
of this, and be humbly* Give him the glory who taught us better* 
But wh^t harm can this do us? Harm! it is our greatest glory on 
earth*. ^^ Such honor have all his saints." An honor angels share 
not in* Sinners only are called thus to glorify their master* Truet 
it is galling to the flesh; but " they that are Christ's have crucified 
th&Aesh with its affections and lusts*" By the world's scorn, pride 
is« mortified, while the Isoul is joyful; and the Spirit of Christ and 
glory rests xipon us. The world laughs us to scorn; Jesus smilea 
and, approves* Shall, we be uneasy and grieve at it ? No ;. our master 
bids us rejoicey and be exceeding glad. Thus, follow Christ and fear 
not men* 

In former times it was a proverbial expression, to shew the im<« 
pofksibility of a thing, << You may as sopn turn a christian from Christ 
as do. it*'^ Stedfiutnesa here is our gloVf* Id the things of Gody 
said Luther, 1 assume this title, c^no nvlli, " I yield to none*^ 
Aa God's election isjrrevocable, so let our confesuon of Christ be^ 
saving to imitate him in love and patience* ^^ Put on (as the elect 
of God, holy and beloved) humblenesss of ^und, mcekneas, long* 
iiuffering*"..**Col* iii* 12* 
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Thou hast received gifts for men...*Psalm Ixviii. 18. 

' The dedication of this Pssdm, according to Beza, is to him that 
eiiceneth, even Jesas, . the extellent one. It contains a gkxrioiMS ^^* 
fAkj of the Redeemer's kin^om. The royal. profibet iras lugblf, 
fiTored with clear and comfortable views of the ample provision wluch 
Is made for poor rebellious sinners in the settlements of the ererlast* 
ing covenant of grace and Ic^e* Jesus is the rich treasorf ; all 
gnbce is laid up in hinu So it pleased the Father, so it rejoiced tbfi 
heart of all his member^ like Joseph's brethreUf to receive all gifbi 
froBX his hands* Jesus is the imspeakable gift of God the Father to 
«s...John iv« 10« All his members were given to him: in him 
lehovah ioves«us» delights in us, and rejoices over us to do us. g(X>d4 
Alas I. too, too often we are apt to think vainly, and talk arrogantly; 
to ascribe wlult we are, and what we h(^ for, to something in us^ 
er done by us.. So we loseughtof our own poverty, forg^ our 
Itind benefactor, asid. presently tlus fever of pridie ia succeeded by an 
agiie4>f heartless dcgectioq: our hands hang down and our knees 
grow feeble. For ever blessed be God, salvation from first to last is 
all of ft'ee gift by free graces secured by free promisea in Christ, So 
ft is effectual to the hearts of sinners; so believers asciibe all th« 
glory to tbe-ever-Uessed trinity by Jesus, Are mine . eyes opened to 
fee the einreeding sipf^lness of sin? Am I sensible of my des^t$, 
Ihy tttined, helpless state as a sinner ? Do I see the purity and spiritu.- 
flli^y of God's righteous law? Do I despair of all hope and help xsl 
myself? Is Je^ns my refuge? Do I see the glory of his righteous^ 
De08, and perfection of ^his atonement? Is the triumph of his cr^Sy 
the victory of his def^th» the foundation of my faith, the support of 
my hope from day to day? These are love-tokens from Jesus, He 
sheds' them onins as thj&|ree gifts of the Holy Spirit, So our hearts 
Ure enamoured ivith hi^n, and knit to him in love* And, for our, . 
ferther. cumfiKdation and joy, he still liyes to bestow innume]»bly 
iAore aod bifiaitely greater gifts than what we have yet receiyed} 
far ii we kav^ repeiv^d the first fruits of the Spirit the harvest is sure ; 
ev^ry enemy shall be conquered, every lust subdued, Nothing less 
than perfect holinelis and perfect happiness await us. Is sin atonej 
for by the blood of Jesus ; and shall his members live without a sensa. 
of'pardon I No: ^ Ask," says ot^ munificent benefactor, ^^ and receive, 
Uiat yonr joy may be full. ",*., John xvL 24, Jesus is glorified; thn ^ 
^ spirit is given to bear witness of love and salvation to us, ip xomfort* 
and sanctify us. This is the joyful reasoning of faith, ^' If God be 
for us, who can be against us? He that spared not his own Son, but 
delivered him up for vs .all, how shall he not with him also fireeljr 
c|vBij^ all things ?",„Jlom. viii, 31, 32, 
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TA^i said /, Woe h me! for I am undone': because lam 
a man of tinckan lips\..,fer mine eyes have seen the 
Kingy the Ijord of Hosts. ...Isa^ vi. 5. 

When the glory of Jesils is mahifested to the- soul in the light 
of the Spirit, how doth it stain the pride of all human glory! The 
prophets of the Old Testament, and the apostles of JdSus under the 
New, were men of like passions, sinners like unto ourselves « hf . 
nature there is no difference : they were all saved by the «ame pre^^ 
cious Saviour of simiers : a sight of themselves in the light of truth 
humbled them to the dust. ^ O wretched man that I am I" cries 
P^ul the apostle. ^ Woe is me ; I am unclean, I am undone 1" crierf 
Isaiah the evangelical prophet. ^^ God will suffer no flesh to glory m 
his presence." Jesus the Saviour alone shall be existed ; man, the 
•inner, though the subject of grace and salvation, shall be laid low ^ 
every hope in himself cut off; tlie exceeding sinfulness of sin, and 
his deserts as ai sinner confessed. Such are the saving effects of 
Jesu's love ; such the humbling views of his Spirit. But it is very 
natural for the sensible sinner to write bitter things against himself) 
to pronounce a woe upon himself, and to cry out of his owin undone 
state, and unclean, polluted condition : as when the sun shines we 
«ee innumeraUe motes and atoms which were invisible before. But do 
ve think this strange, after a soul has been &vored with a spiritual 
jiig^t. of Jesus, faith in him, and hope from him, to be sensible off 
and cry out of our undone ^te l We should not think it strange* 
We shall carry this view of ourselves with us aU our journey through, 
even till we come to the the banks of Jordan^s streams. * 

The most exalted saint, while in the body, is in himself, according 
to the flesh, carnal, sold under sin ; burdened with a body of sin 
and death. But though, as thus considered in himself, he is in a 
woeful, undone state, yet being in Christ Jesus, a member of hiai^ 
a believer on him, a new creature in him, there is no woe, no wrathi 
no condemnation ; but peace, pardon, love, smd salvation from God 
jth^ Father to him. This is manifested to our souls by the ministry 
of the word of grace ; the Spirit of truth, like the seraphim, by the 
prophet, takes a live coal from off the altar, the sacrifice of Christ, 
and saith, <^Lo! this hath touched thy lips, thine iniquity is takeii 
away, and thy sin is purged." Let this comfortable truth ever dweH 
in thy heart, make confession with thy moUth unto salvation ; the 
bloody sacrifice.of Jesus hath purged thy sins. '* Be not faithless^ 
Imt believing,"....John xx. 27. , 
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« 

A bruised reed shall he not breaks and smoking Jl^xshiSL 
he not quench, till he send forth judgment unta tw/orjt,.. 
Matt. xii. 20. . '. 

TanoVGH a sight of their sinful state, a sense of strong cotrup- 
lions, weakness of faith, and small degree ttthe knowledge of Jesu#f.- 
young converts, like David just come to the throne, are apt to 994^- 
^ I am this day weak, though anointed king ;*' and.to fear with, him,.^ 
^the son^ of Zeruiah be too hard for me,".*»«2 Sam.iii» 39« The - 
accuser of the brethren is ever an adversary to Jesus and the truth r- 
h^ is always busy with souls, to stamp^ upon their minds tke 
blackest impressions. He paints the Saviour, not as lovingy. ^entla$' 
and merciful to relieve distressed and comfort wounded, afflicted coQ^. 
sciences ; but as a rigid, austeiie, and cruel exactor. When .car«« 
nal reason joins in with false ^accusations, it is sore distress and coHr - 
Qict to the mind. But to the law and to the testimctfiy. Hew readeat* 
thou, O soul ? "It is right thou shouldst bear the indignation of Ih^ 
Lord, because thou hast sinned against, him.* '....Mkiih vii* 9, Tiitf 
Saviour sees it fit. By this he teaches the Exceeding sinfulBess m^T 
sin, that thou shouldest abhor it, be humbled for it. Yea also, as tke? 
greatest blessing above all, that thou shouldest iook to him, beiiefreo» 
him, and love him. But this thou never wilt do, while thou dost not 
consider him as a precious Saviour for the lost axuA guiHyu -Tme/iA' 
thyself thou art lik^ a bruised reed, shaken withthewind of tesipte*. 
tion; oppressed with sin and distress; weak and hel|^sa, veady'td^fis^' 
into despair, and perish without httpe* As smoking flax, thou seemest 
to smoke, but/not burn ; ratherofTensive to thyself, because of the va^ ^ 
pours of corruption ; these blind thine eyes, and are a stench in thy ii06« 
trils: and so poor sen^ble soute ar^ apt tothjtik themselves' to be t6 
Jesus^ But. saw he any amiable dispositions in. the ainncr's^ charac^ier 
to invite him from he^eii to earth? Bein^ comie to seek and to save- 
the lost, and to be the physician of sin-siok souls, waits he for their 
health and soundness ere he reacheth forth his healing hahd^ Dotk: 
the friend of. sinners break in pieces with a. rod of n^n the^sin**. 
wounded) hieavy laden soul? That be &r from the loving^ heart of. 
Jesus; far be that from any poor sinner's heart to conceive. H«ey^ 
but he plctads thy cause, he will execute judgment for all sucb over ' 1 

every adversi^ry. He shall not break, he shall not quench,. ^^' 
judgment is denoimced and victory proclaimed. Satan's accusa*' 
tions, unbelieving suggestions, shall be condenemed and cast 'out 
by the word of truth, and the power of the Spirit ;• and .the weidte«t 
believer ^^ shall overcome and obtain loctory by the blood of the 
Lamb and the word of the testin^ony of j6sus."..4.Rev. xti. 11. 
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T^fiidtof4heS^r^is Uwe^joy, peace, Img-sufering, gef> 
tknessy g<MnesSifdit/i^ meekness, temperance: against 
such there is no law. ^. Gal. v. 22, 23. 

" This tituAJeh>us ismie is of siit>et'-natui*al generation' 5 lik(j Isaac, 
wh© B^mng from the dead body of Abraham and barren womb of 
Sarikh. Though bcliefvers love to bring forth such fruits, delight to 
see them, yet through humility they ai'e backward in speaking of 
thetil, atod averse to glory in them as productions of their own. 
H«lBe6-w!len these fruits' of the Spirit appear inward or outward, 
&e the' bride of the Lamb on another occasion, she cries out in 
lowliness' of heart, « Who hath begotten me these ?**....Isa. xlix. ^ U 
BOt' is* any thing too hard for God? ** He maketh the barren soul to 
bea joy&l mo^er of chadren*".-..Psalmcxiii. 9. To this very end 
biiNitfVen acre "^ married to Jesus by faith, that they may bnng forth\ 
ftiiie untcf <»od.".*..Rbmi: yiU 4. There is no niember of the churcK 
of w}i$eh) Jesiis is the husband, barren.' Some bring forth more fruit, 
tlwn others;«..s6me more exhinent for one kind, and some for another. 
Bvery otte"*^acc<Ming tb* the measure of the gift of Christ."...* 
Efiii* iv* 7* But it is by the same Spirit* thkt dwelleth in all : each 
esteem oAeP^i fruits better than their own. The graces of iei true 
dnis^an shine brightestf in thd sight of his bretliren. A¥ith the plea- 
tMnt foiMs of hiirSpirit,t whieh'hii niembers l)ear, Jesus our head is 
ddsglited«nd God'burFaiJier is glorified. Will liot this be thej^rayer,' 
tll^dailytpniyer of every beliisver? O that I ma^ bring forth ihore fruit 
toGod4 So let thy all^^soaiifi aiiiling vbice pronouAce oh m^, << be fruitful 
andvmldply.v Thuaia «th« bride, the LamVs wife, air-glorious 
witidiw'^ Batyeii coiii6i«usxtf'%!»it'^eVaBVof ^it ^he still is 
^'oppomg'^aitore, which- brkigs fordt eoiitfftry fhiits, she wears a 
cewRifmft' Uoth«'^Hid dar^iij not glbry !]^' her§df. *She "knows she is^ 
wtioHy* indebted foi* th^ rocvtof 'all grace, Jisfrs, as weTI as for the 
frttits of'the' Spirit, to unm^ritcfdgraci^ahd sovereign power. 'Thus* 
KMy<Paul says, "I am become k foof in glorflng,'^ thoii^H' compel- 
led to k. That holy, fhlthful, loving, tehder-hearted martyr of^ 
JbniB, eVerstiled himself Hhe unb<effieving, 'imlb^ng, hard-hearted 
Bf»iford.* Yet,' ** against sodh there is ho law." The law carinof 
accuse or ctmdemii those who believe in lesus; ^'^forth^la^df the 
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus, hath mkde'^thrai ftee from the law of 
iMn and deadi.".^oRoih. viii; 9. Indeed the fa# ma)r trouble atid* 
tcfrify the conscience; but Christ, iapprehcnded^y fiirth, vanquislieth'' 
aH fta terror and threatenmgs ; '**lbr Christ is the end of the law £ot 
righteousness to every one^ who <b^lieT^i^".*-R6m. x. '4. They are' 
$s righteovM in him, ks i# they ^hfeuT fva&lled 'thci Isfw ^hemselves*^ 
« Ye shaU know them by their fruits,"..,*M«tt. vii. 16*. 
Vol. L Gg 



34« /kUGUST th 

TTtiUvffftedi^hmhd glory mhi$pre^nc€: U^tbafgi^f^^ 
let him glory m the Lord....l Car: i. 29, 34» 



HtrxBLE, self-abased 9ouIs^'wlioA«ik'4eepliitb9«IA]k>wl^ 
■ensible 'what human 'Rsiture is; - whole ^ey^^f; fiuUi jp tQ Ike Lord 
JesttBy and to what he is made of God to Uiew; ivre as > j«ialott»flrf 
the pride of the fleshas tbejr are of Ua ain&lneaa. Tl^M^ is^atds 
state; such have little reasoii to munourf because they do not^expo-^ 
rience high -fli^tt and ravishiiig ec^tacies- wl^ch afipaar Ip .MJj^ 
feom nature uid sense, because they lead to gl^ry in* the n|(ht|d^|- 
ness of the flesh* Flesh .is proud and prone to glQrgr, ereorin ^, 
praaence of God;, butfai^h in Je&us cuts off al^ glorying in UMfiS^nk 
as viewing aU salvstioa out of ourseliies in Jesu^ This, is tbe..y^y. 
essenoe of the i^h.of God's «lect« . Yetf. wtHkrHfe-f^. m the;flfisb» 
^e are daily exposed to the workings of ^prid^ which r.dar|Kea.t^ 
idews of Jesi^ and tend to self-exalting w4 s^Uigloiying* What 
<paios ^Qth the loving Spirit taj^e to bumble us! .M t^stig^ of JesuV 
9mlt; he shews us^ by line vpon Mbc» f^ jM'ecept viftm proq^f 
t>y.'F^pbets and apostles, that " iN.Jesui^ a^ his chMdr«i^ sh^ be 
justified, and shall glory*"*vJsa. jdv,» 2<f. *;•:..- 

^. Am I made wise unto, salvation ? Glory to Jesus$ thitf is Jhfm hw r 
he is my wisdom^ Am I ..rightews ifi the (^ght of Godi* QJory to 
JeauSf his Ufe wr^ugbtr^t out; it is lAs^e: not obtained by .tnfr^ 
woric^t bujt by God's fr^ gij^» J^sus U my righteousness* Ain I 
sanctified? . Glory to ' ies^>. it is* through, the laithpf him, by thr 
Spirit) that I have any. .drops £rom the fountain of Jesu's blood tp 
^ash away my guilt, i^ tp.^lefUMie my seid* . Hi^ve IMth mwd: 

* .9 

nope of ^i^ptote red^lWtiop fr«9i>ll misery* to all bap|une«s^ 
Glory tfi JesuS) he is my redemiitiop ;• bQ fa^th bgi^t.met^ he bathf 
conq«iered for me*' .In whom then shouidfl gtpiy ]l#it^ .Jesus .aloqje?» 
hi him all my.wisd^imf i^h^usness,* sap^.tificatiQP9 and redjemptijOQ 
venter* /5 It pleased the Father, that in himall fulness should Mw.elU'* 
)t pleads the Spirit to bear witness of^aj^d to glorify Jesus qnlv^ 
Bhall we glory ^ the fruil^ of the Spirit {» the foundation. <rf M^ 
and. the cause of. our ac^ept^ee with God? That were to deceive 
ourselves*' The M<4y Spirit Qroduceth,no fruits an us to.tMs end. 
This is contrary to his office; inverts (he. ^econoi^y of the covejoantj^ 
makes &ith void; and turns the eye of the soul froin the,9p]^,obj|^9t 
•C^ope and salvation, Jesus, to somewhat withi^i us, jnste^dof Chri^ 
crucified for us: but by the Spirit we glory in Chris^t alone* By- 
faith in precious promises^ we pray. to be filled with '^ fruUs of 
righteousness, ^which are by Jesus Christ.'* To what end ? That mm 
should glory in these? .Glory in the flesh beqause of these? No; bui 
« unto the glory aid .pwisjB.pf GoA"~Pi^ »• Ut 



•AtJGUS'J' ». Ut 

CtMeon saidy )ilaiPO'Lard God: for I haocseefi an cmgel 
of the Lord face to face. The Lord said, Pea<fe be unto 
. .Jbee: Jwrnoti (kmshnU not die..Jfudgp vi. ;!^2, 23. 

* MS . M ^^trsis tlks' sittie Lotd oVisr dl^ fkli in mercjr to all whocall 
^p6h'hhn.'%...ftom.^i 19/ ' There i» no cMerence between. Old 
.^estmnent sainls and NeW, in rejg;ard to the object of salration; 
^Jeiu^the 8ti*n&e yestievday) tiy-day, and Ibr ever.'' Poor Gidedn 
thought a Bight of the Lof^'ttiuBt surely be preftent death; for^ sakil 
thci IjddeSy "Th^reshttUno'i&i^ se^meand live*'^...Bxod. xxiciiir dOv 
tri^t'thfelJord appeared to luiaii, as the ang^l of the covenant, the 
Meritor,' the iiiterposer. Not in terrible majesty and fiery wneth 
to'itrik^hiindtod, btitastheSaviour/thetnerci^lOne. Thtsaiglit 
i^^ attended i^ith life to his soul aiifd>death to his fears. So Gideon 
fburid it^* wAett he h^fd thaf evcr-idefcr and most precious, wordy 
Vfe/tcE. • * Ifliis IS er^r the word of the brideg^room to his church. Hhi 
blAK is ushered in with ^'itkct, on earth.** His dying legacy to his 
fcliftdren is' RfiAfcE^ * Nolthing' but* love dwells in his hc»t; nothing 
"but peace is' he^rd from hik lips. * This wa^ his ^RectionatesahttHtion 
to his beloved .though dejected disclj^les, when he first appeared 4o 
them J^er his sufferings and death. His t^der heari well IcnfeW- how 
troublfed their poorteindi wefrcff ' therefore over and fiver he repeatSi 
*pRACE be tintb yoti*";...John X3^.' ^U- As k was ih the beginnhig) 
soil is now. Jestis silences gulliy feai<s and pet^xingdoubtn in 
disciples^ hi^arts» Wee is ii»e^ saith the' poor sinn^t*,' ' I am undohey 
I am unclean; mine eyc^ hari^ seen tha Lord V>f hosts in the purity 
and spirilualitf of his laW, ai a just God' and a holy ; a tons^ming 
fire, tod whd wOl by no means clear the gnil()rt I shiall die. Fsar 
ttt't^ saith Jesus to every such tl*end>Ung9 repenting, believing heart; 
thoii shalt'nbt dlb> but livte; neither shalt thou want my peace* 
took unt6 me and bfe savtdfinwafdly listentomy'Bi'ord; t{«asul<e it 
up in thine heart.' Wait in feitli for the SM^eet and still voice of mf 
Spint : I create the fhiit of the lips* ** Peace, peace too him Uiat is 
tffer off, and to him that is near, and I win h^al them**' Such shall 
not only Tiear Christ's voice biit feel his power. ' Their fears shall be 
taken away, and their sorrow removed. So shaH theh* souls be joyfol 
hi Kim. Thus Jesus is precious to the«i« <* He ^liVera them who^ 
tlirough fear 6f death, were all their lifetime subject to bondagek^<.>«..' 
Heb. ii. 1 5. ** Having made peacie for us through^ the* bUood 4i hi* 
crbss.^'....C<)l. i.SOi * . .... . . : ^ 

liy gwani and tears, and forms of wae^My tongue^ the gTory* of Christ's name, 
^x% tttm'd to joy and praises now \ Shall nefer be silent of his fame, [hoav'ti, 
I throw my sackcloth on the ground^. Kis praise shall sound thro' earth and 
And ease ^ gladness gir^HM^MoAi #oi^iickneis heal'd, andains foi^v*n. 



M| AUGUST Uf 

Marvel not ihatJtmdtaUscth»^ Yemiut1»immm§t^,l^ 
.^ J{>hnn\.l. , 

' SPIRIT vALdtctrinetreter «|^{nm to ^jttdgnieiit of vtfiia} Mr* 

crying out, ^ How en -these things lie?" And ^oxpiaWng' mMqrilMlr 
^Mritttal inouiiag by- convpH u>iiiiihigs> We «ve not to expeerm 
lotal ffcedom from our owacamal- ofajeotioiis* The oU 4iwi it jrot 
liiTe; thekingdomofhis fondtace, Uiefcih, ItttwATftgiiiisttltt 
kbigdom into which the soul is syifitinlisr %om. Mitfy soiAiioe 

convinced of the necessity of it» in ovdcrtoeeedie Ungdotnof^God. 
Bat how ore thojr straitsflied, pAinedy and perplesM toloMMrwdicCher 
ft be eoeomidishtd * in diem or notl And indeed, many iMMe* eo 
mscnptiuiity tiettted of the new biftb, as aedly topnkAe^asd (ffew^ 
oualy distMss simple heails. Is Hnot nanrdkyus tofindme^gMMe^ 
toWog lie how tnanyetepsai dead alMKr mnisttake, In order t»g^ 
iBto this new Mnh^ The time wbem^- many erwnneettaiftof) fcrtii^ 
Ina^dom of God cometii not tidUi observetkiti. ^he momernow, 
Beneeenex{daifi; ^ ftvihe things of God knioweth no tnan^ but the 
Spirit oC .God«" - Bat the effbcts are viidble and evident/ As senab 
andniodon are the properties f^ natarld life, so when the soul is 
tioni agttn of>lhe Spiriti tiherre is a si^t of lesos, a heartfig of his 
tisieei the affections of the sotfl go out after hiin, believing him to be 
the. way, thb trulthi a>^ the life. Hence, St. John, lays down tUa 
4nMHble nmit, » Whosoever beKeveth 'that Jesus is the Chiist, is 
borti6f^Ck)d«'%.».t lolmii* 1. ThisH a simple, plain truth. Ami 
|i«it of God \ 'ThiflF n^tist be answered by enquiring, do I believe that 
Jesus i» the Ohiisty the anointed ^fom of Gen to the office <£ a Savlouf , 
for lost and peiishing shmers ? Does this truth enter into my heaH: 
'and mind ? 1% it recemd and believed as a matter which can only and 
alone bring reMef to my guHty cmiscience, peace to my trocdjled rnind^ 
•and hcqie to my dejected ^^ritr Jf so, I do believe in j£sus...;he Is 
ikut objiect of my faith and the hope of my heart. I am bom i^fcgaSki,. 
bom of Cyon, bom to see» to enterinto, and enjoy the kingdom of G06. 
The. (evidence of this, the soul, gets m<H*e and more strongly vaA. 
^dearly settled in the consoienee as laith grows and increases. For its 
fignitf will be manifest and aboondin aeeing sin's fiHhiness, feeling its 
iyofdons, hsthig and reais^^ kt skiving to maintain a holly felto#« 
^sfaipwith God the Father, and his S«ln Jesus, through the Sfmit. ' 

Who* can describe the jojf that ri»e . Tba Sea wUh.j[oyiooks dpw.|^apj,sffs 
Thro' all the coiirti of paradiie. The purchase of hit agonies.. 

To see at>rsdig«l retem, The Spirit Ukes delight to view * 

Tos^eaab^irofgloiybQml >ThalM>lrsoaIhelbrmM>attewf - 

With joy the Father doth approve^ The saints and aagels join to sing 
The froit of his eternal lovc» The gmriag cmpiie of their King. 



CaftisTi AN experienced fully proves this apdstolic truth* Hence 

tte cJMldfeiirof G#(} i^niH do t^ tbtoft ilMit^they.^viiiiiM 9 . xvor have 

ivei^Miy ailDbmtjr &wd^ i^od'^rwoid to ^ondiide this liisti^ig ener ceM^ 

,#ddik uiy of the saints till thPT got to. glory:.; wme are. delivered 

£«n^, it 'While in the fksh* Fort aa the renewed sonlor afmt h>vea 

.10 enjoy spmtual and heavily objecU^ so the Qcah, or ^nvenaired 

pirty luala^after tho>e objoctait is natsrally oonreraa^t wilh» and inm. 

,isrlii«b,tU derives its happiness.. Hero is tby ponQictf Ocbvistiant 

Mwc» the nece«tttjr of thy- Lord's commandi ^^ Watch alwajrs^V 

XUfi * ia the use o£ the doctrilM* 

. , '.What^woclul dfacla have fuliBlinethe lustsor desires of the flesh 

4pr<idiM^d. in emin^t saints ! Tbou stondest by fiiith» be not hi^hr 

mia^le^, byflv &ar* The ooiveoptiooaof^tiAm^ho producliona of 

^;rii>u»«J«n«9 i» 1 ^» TJie oomnsissioa of m^MbUi^ota fresh sense of 

.|[3iih;# TUs.is the nsJMy Mrf skknessof.tho jkwI* Hence^ the 

many symptomaiattfockunt on guilt, .logiil) feara^ t4n»ps of ooi^ 

.•cieneO)vamsusati<ms ftomthe^iawi triumphfit of sa(feai»y dejiylion.tf 

BOuH <di3iiiMM;eihoiii Gods backwardfhess tordnljt, coqhwiaof #ffe«|^ 

tp J«9i|S9 shjnees at <^ negkct of a ihrano^of g|«ce. 

, Al»&- ppor souls, when they hisvo &Ui^» ,^<m«.senaihkof the 

^eiancho^y efect% they feel tb.ehu^iAey;hir^ received* V^akf 

jth^ir hearU. kxiow the bitte^nesa of Ht Awf^l eftects j^f £resh U39h 

tracked guilt ( How much to ..be deplpredi how earefuUy ta b0 

:aratched agdnst, and prayed^to be hept govi^ J 8ut wMlst thtrcits ^^a 

fottiitain opened for sin and uocle^nnea^y" whilst thfi MediatOR'n 

<^^blood iQleanseth from all sin}" whilst .the gla4 ti4ipgft of t][ie'g<Nipcl 

]^oclf^iin salvation by grace for ik^ ohief of sinn^ra^ thf«e ia^oo 

.grpimd for black despaiv ta any backsliding childr^iH. thon^ tl^f 

h^ve revolted from a God of Joye^^ Here is all encourageniBOt.*«i|p 

•what ? To 4ove to. live at a dis^miip b^^ JenttSc aiyl Jie dovo.and 

. wa|l9win the mire .of sin. bec^i^se gmi^ ^boundsi No godly./^o^ can 

4o tbi^f. Ibr.'^the Sj^t alsolust^ .i(g|u#at the flesh |" the Spiiit 

f i^nfws ^gain to repentMipe* Thus L«ith<nr : >The more godly aman 

[AH t^^ ii^i'^ doth ht feel this battle bsitwoeA the 0esh and the Spiiilt*' 

lierepf cpQieth ^loai) lamentable £eix^>lainu<i^ the Pf alma epd otter 

. scripfiuxH^Sv \\ pvoSteth u» very mmcb to. M) aoanetimes the wieked^ 

. i^s of our nature and aorruptaon of the flesh, that by thin meatts jaqb 

may be widEied^aod stirred up tfk caU vpon Christ. So a christian is 

made to see Jesus a ivonderfbl Creator, who out of heaviness can 

' ihake ]6f\ t/jt tiirror, comfort j pf nn, righteousness ; and of deaih, 

life* This is our ground . a^4 anchor-hold^ that Cbristls our only 

AND p^FSCT/aiOifliT&auairMs*'* 
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•950 -AUbUSt is. 

Jnd /cask said iinto 'aU* that siqod against hint; ff^ittje 
plead for Baal? Will ye save him f...Judg. vi. 3 1 • 

' W«eir th«'Lbrd Jesus oppeftrsand fxianift^s hhh^elf tothe souf, 
it it so«UPii)ck witib his^;ierf ttnd'gr»ce,thmt it cries out in hdfedKaby, 
••What htTc I to do any more with !ddls'?"....HoSixiv. 8....ahd aiittlt^ 
•^ sptrituar Worship va presently set up in the heart, and consectdtb^ 
Kit JehOTidi-SliaMn) the Lortf xA peace* In this chapter ts* a sweet 
#tew of -the seal of Gid<^ fbi* the trufe worship of Jehdtah. He 
ffistotilly obeyed the word^tyf' Jesas,* the angel lof the prt^enccy' the 
hafi^t the «>E ACK who appeared Co him, and at his comnfand he thfe# 
down the altar of HaaL He expected oppoiiition from' his Father% 
household attdfmm the ine»i of the city, therefore he did it by n'rght. 
A'bksMI Instanceof the' Obedieifice of-ftihh joined to sanctified reai!^ 
flfM)^ -Air to the'cortisoqtfiewee 'after the work done, -he ** conferred not 
VMi'Hesh and htood;'' he' wai ^iti nothing terrified by his adretsa^ 
fi^/* They*deivlatided hi>s tffe ; bnt Joash hfs fkther was rai^d ti^ 
fHfeUhe fire of «eal f«>ra thfe Liori to argne' with* them. '« Wfll ye, 
yte'iweh'crflsHieU y* fHtyfijsised people of Jehbvah, wilfye plead for 
%M ? WiH ye nerreai^ idd! ?** Be zfealous, O disciple, for thy "Lord jf 
fear no eonseqoences. 'Th(^' Loi^ is on thy side, What hast th6«!i H 
feinr from thoire' who are against thee ? Be not discouraged,' thbugh 
HiotidOst^ndgrefit prtifcssors ; children of the VisibFe church, tlif 
iwWuirjryeA the children of thy Father's grace also jorh tn pleading 
^Uy^rtrdot^phieticefcrflaal. This name signifies he that rdfescrf 
Mbdiiee i -a master, 'hMtH- or htkshand. This may most justly bie 
AV y Ked to' sift in genend, and etery idol lust in partictrfar* So saith 
iNKiH ♦*His ^eiVants'fe are td whom ye obey» whether of sin unto 
Mith, 8r«^il)edlen^ unto rig1iteousness.^....Hom. W. 16. Thou ftc^ 
loan, thbtrlmnren bbm son of the 'Lord, know thy freedom, study 
thy liberty* Strire^f the Spirit's aid to litfe up to thy privilege, tm 
spite bfftRtimt professing 'men or opposing de^'ils plead kgainstitV 
Above the domineering J)ower of lusts, the galling yoke of sin : ' thy 
Saviour hks all power in heaven and earth ! Plead with him ; expect 
power frOifi him ; thou'qianst do all thingfs through Christ slreligfh^ 
etiingthee. Faith surtridufits every difficulty; it silences' carnal fea- 
Mnihgs atid vain pleadingi^ from every quarter. While Jesus is view- 
ed, sin Is' abhorred and hofihess loved, desired, and shalhbe'lncreaseiS 
ili'the -tsouh -•..-'.. -^^ 



•^i'Jv,-' 



'JTliqu an my portipii, O my God| . Kpt j^ th» vichmi ^ the f a«dit . 

Make me to know thy way : Co^ld make me tp rejd^ic^, 

Cleanse my heart t» obey thy word. The tcstimoniei of thy mcc . 

And that witbovt deky. . l set before my eyes ; 

I chooit the path of heav*nty truth, ^bcacc Ideiivc my daily «trei^;th^ 

And gbry in my choice} AikT there my comfort lies- 



/. 



libertyfmm'occQ^i^itQiMJli^h^ ■, ., 

rv . Pkti^r .yrliiS g^iQjradt>oc9^stt4i^'l4»^«4 <«^#4i)4^ time, 

^^Xiavf^st^mneil". Sure it; oagKt to ^.fH^iijcr frfqgttijpcibandrifrkf 
ta.U»e toYing,- gc^nerofni h<»?3^ qf <,diseipH% .i^^.tbink 4^,. y^ iveed 
Ibis Aantioa i^f the Sf^rit, Butjivfsptjr y9^filX4^r . T.t>«^:^<|st saBctifii^ii 
JA jet in tjie fi^; md Xhfd fle^ wftb iljpfi^^l^i^fMiritest^!^^ 4biief9: 
tfoey ate ey^r Justing and ^nviqg f^gat^p^ .^«,^iiiti» Tk^Myjl^PfiT 
smlf 9r))o.is.8^t at UWtyJc9fP§ti|9 ^tioi^, a,nd th&)a9fi iiiihi^^Qi^ 
I^^Bccf i$ hereby li^bl)^ 1^9 be; brf>vvgbt ^ain un4ev kH^daigCi t#jtb(S. 
iij<C,an4 tt^l4oi», to 8ip.r%P«4hydpag?r*.;drti*d.tlHnci8Wjemy*. 

l^Pi^pa^ qWtiauaUly:. ,"Xftw,h|^ #liy<e8$4>iU3{ f^ii$;e:C^i(iv«i.iciji^ 
frpm the pftHf cr.of tbfi, ^n© W>; / )J^u fea^bijfwgiit me iH^t of ihe bORr. 
]5ibJj5,pit>:Out,of^thejp[ii?y d^y> and set n»y fei?t uponta ypckt^i^ 
e^t^ji^ed p^y goingSf andptit^^.iieivp 90Q|pi^*p^ 4)WJthvq£pfai9^ 
ijjieejpjf^ Jesv|s a^d jny .Gftd,**.„#P^^in xU' 2,.3. ..J^i^sy, A) kDep«ie 
^om tb& d99eit(ul >^pr^k\g8;an4 qic^ i^eafpm^g^ Off my. i^ofpfi^ siiv^ 
ful seljf, . tb? fleshj Wb#t, 19 tJ4« l?I^ay. vc scievi^^Ued iiktQ^ N»^.iu 
perfect freedoQi from the b^iog of |ib^ :b\it a perfeqt.|}^iyefmc9efi!i9i)r 
every curse of the law, .fro^fi all Jthe. wi^atb'pf <^ deiM^¥|i9?49d 'm^iu^ 

l^^, 5roiu tbewbondage of.b^iflig u«^e>:. tiy&Mmt M do^ iwr-tbMw m 

gaia^ God's love, recoi3[i|aend ua Jbp bia la¥Qi% i>« e«|itijf% u§ «jti^>JlM» 
kingdona. , All.thi^ liberty. tkc are cftlled iolP^by 4tbe lai^b.pt JwMt 
l^e i» tbe jsndor fu)$llerof the la^w.for j;l^ej»|is»es^.to ua "who b«K^«fl' 
p>,what a g)oripusv liberty, are we palkd iqi J&v^ a fi^edom fmuMUf 
81^ in the conscience ; so ^o live jupo|i JeaM% as to ^fiMuder fi{i>r8^1ye% 
ia,bimi,a^ pe^ectly .free from alLsin> eo^i^y ,dead.la,it» .nn^^om 
cpnscience .so clea^^edJbjr ^is bloody | as« to b^ is^^ eaiyr, ser^Hf i ^ifs^ 
comfortable^ as though, ^ye >vere jiuioQ^i>t^ua^,jaeyer Ji^d sp^afidf . Qf 
this is heavenly liberty to neMrrbpi:^ so]a^ 1 Tbia.cre^^ 9«pi^a4i;^ 
upjpji earth. This is dail}? to be.pciz^ aDfl ..^^}(>X^c^^H8?^ ^<V 
Spirit* No%y, hoMr.baae and ungrat^ft^l.^ef to us^v or. .rather cabuat^ 
tin^ libei;ty sus bj^ occa^iPAtp tb^^^shi Bult^even the ]Lord'4 Qwn.&ieen 
men are in danger oCthis»thYWghJtbe^vJle;)i;as.pf; tbueii^ natui:«^>i tb^ 
^ deceitfulness of their heaj:ts».iaiid the..subt}^jd^<Yicea f4 a^l^aji, e}^ 
the apostle had Qot thus addi:e«ie<} tb9.9ft^l?*»jl»'»r .Tbf^ do<?fipinfai 
of grace^ the love of Jesus, and livingo^ biin by fiuth, lay ^e deabt 
under bondage and restraint. . We cannot walk in the liberty of thet 
Spirit,, and* yet fulfil the lusts. of- the fleafe. We cannot aerre; God, 
and Mammon* Thou free-men p£ the hox4% canst, tbpu barter pea<^ec 
with Jesus for the,ig;ratiificatiQns,of thyAuat»?v.Ot^tb^ " stao4f^t^ 
in the liberty wherewith Christ hath jfk^de the« &€^e*'%*f»CaU ¥« U 



I iave seen his umys^ ai^ wM heaHam': IwiUltaiUlk 
also^ and restore canrfaHs unto kim:..\Isa. IviL 18« > 

What a g^onous dIcitffttiMi of fH^ grace » ikkk \ Hcfe is an 
ibaoliile pronia^ of mcrejr, »ok acdted by the woKiiitiew 4f «6e 
tfeatitfcy but proccodiiig aoleif from Hie lofiag lieatt of a«oiKui|Mit 
Go4« Wctt migirt Dsrid -sajr^ ^ In thy -word do I trustt I- rej^ksb 
at thy ivordf OB <»e thtft findeth great spoil."***«P8alai cniu l«3i 
Tlie life of tho toii^lft itvportedliy tke-ivord of the Lord* Tlas-ta 
tiM objoctof fidth, the encotmiger o6hope,;aBd the mcitevof lovok 
JeMUiift tbeeesemial wordby whon Jehovah apeahs. The scriptoloo 
mtt reveoM troths by * the ^irit of God's ^puk^oaeiH pvowsesf «ad 
gface« • -Beholdf be-astomhedand huhiUedy O aooh at thy apostaep, 
backstidiiigsy and vebelKoal— Bebold» adoHre) adorer ^nd love the 
ioMtdy ^graeki^s proeeduws of the Father of all nleivks. 

Hera ns: the <:ninuial aiiMdgned' at the bar ; iAiqvky t)barged • «^ 
Mm} God% dtifieasweaje it npeatedlydeoiftfed; hischaaiiiiiii^ 
band smote him for it. This reclaims not. The Lordhkittsb& 
kfing face»>^withdfawef the light of bis countoienee* • Whatiolhe 
oibct^ AfimMnd bcJiavioor..-9tifl walktng m bis own ways^f cantfaiy 
msthe liM^* Might one not expeet the next worda abDOld tbimdi^ 
.cNvSes and ^hmnation? Be astoAtob^r ' O heavens I * Whatneadest 
Hiotif Q1ttan^ i^ltlhiWPieseMbia^^ways^ andlriiidalan4llm^'0»•fl^ 
Bail iMngblfasfto Ms waysyyotitevefalsf soul. -Mywq^Mbonndmg^ 
gfooe shall tdgn and triumph over all the abotmdbiga of ^ai.' I ^h^ 
bealbift soul ; I wtUpacddnbim* Tboup6ordoiibtiiigsaQl,^witbthy 
legal framfcSi go and loam what that meanetbf ^^i irill be grataioate 
tovhom I will be griMnoust and I will diew neity on whom TwiO 
Hiew ttteroy/^•M£xod• xziiiii.'19« ^i will have mcfcyt and not 
saerifice*" The blood of my-peopie shall not beaaerifieed to mf 
vebgeaneo) eaith Ite Lord. Hero is the glory of gvsoe. This the 
Iriom^ cf fiul^« Merey pradaiihed, shews the mnnificenceof 'God ; 
btrtr- the. dejected heart »ay^ stilLbe'in Suapense* Is it for mc? ¥es» 
if'thon believest on the Son of God« As Joans Is thy shlvatioiv l>is 
Spirit assures thee of thine interest In his love* Where the truth is 
reeeWed by &itb» the comfoH i^all be enjcyyed. When God par- 
dons in his heart, he leads the pardoned sinner to the knowledge 
aiid enjoy asent of it» «id restores lost comforts to the bachsWiag 
s(ml. A sense of pardon is the ess^ce of gospd*grsoe and coot- 
fort; the result of Jesus' atonementf the |^ of the gratetons-Sptriti 
and the privilege of believing souls. It is presumption to eu)e$t 
what God has not promised. It is injurious unbelief not tp ple%d 
when the Lord bids us ^ ask and receive*"*.** John xvi. 34* < ; . 

O m»7 thy psrd'ning grace be nigh, Thus ihall our better thoughts approve 
Lest we should faint, despair and die f The methods of th}r chast'ning love. 
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ard^ the ways of them....Psaim Ixxxir. 5. 

f; WnftN iMints arertmitodin loiwtlia« liminultelcomptKehcy 
ittd deUgiibm caek-otlier;^ Preteaoe iBcrMuieUi fileflsufe, -iteciioe 
^^ ^§c tl^ ^wn ft ^^ i nB•f^ JMdoasy>of dnpteMiB|ran<l fcarof ofcfn^a^^mii^ 
^miBf slibaist in tmh^taety^ In feoine teitte this holds goocl'betii«eii 
JChe heicMned loiil^and the loting Lord« AH 'love is flrom hfan; snd 
«8i rinersifioni the sea^retuni bai5k to ^ ^reaf oeetii) so the lore 
vH^ich omiesJreai God nslandly flows heck In compkcency snd 
jdHMwn of' soul to hteu To know God is to love him; botk-^ 
onhat/he ts in hittsd^ ancT v^at he is to us in Christ Jesns. The 
poor nnner who Iraows: that iie is in himself ^without 'strength/* 
(B^oioBth 'ftt.hir< verysMl^to Imbw that the omnipotent J^sttd iS Ms 
strength ;*/tlHMralfr his might ai&dlwwef to i^t« agtf&Mt sin, to resist 
.intHit tO'O^ereome die: world, is fiom- siRMre; it is 'tMSstirCKHip in 
JhuMahf and<o4t of his fUness he is' strengthened tqr^the'pdwer of the 
jSpinSthrsiigh fidth. >'? ..:.♦.: -^ t. 

.. But'is Ae obofevted hearts mere ^n^aaartti^OoetMrnaptf tissef? 
Ha,' tKolf'f Jesos dwells tiwrehffiMu * It is s Ht^'iisMsati^n fiirtbe 
SSfmkf attd:die4o«eofthe F^htorls'i^d'^aiynMRE^iliiit. ^The^rays 
A^sfaem,!* even-FsdMBT, Son,Naiid'Spirit'dwdl in tiw fteais; Tim 
She way >of - evsciastiiig iose . and cteranl c te s lio nris' defighted In^i the 
'.way oNbee graco and complete sallratfon.by'Jesas iagIoried>:inf tliie 
'way of >amnemeBt'hy his prccions l4o6d, tlie way -of juatiftcatioiiaaQd 
oiSlUng of' poor aiuiers by his perfbbt fighteons^ess are wiftlliy 
trusted to and ve]dced iai«> Thetgklfcs and grlices of the Holy %Mt, 
as flowing fiom' Jeans* fii&hed woHc, in middng th« soil in s w i ndly 
hriy^ and ovtwnrily obedient to this< Lord $ 4n eonsfbrting and i«)ek- 
ing'the lieart Iqr^iie testimony of Jesus, aremdafe and mbre sought 
after; and tlie iMpes and iricws^of glctry b this sovere^^n^ ftwe, 
.f^eadoits'WAir,. are longed for and' wftHeftA* BlessSd, O tntan,' aK 
thciu Indeed! Blessed <rftliy God r Blessed with aH ^ritual bl€»shig^ 
.in Ofarist Jesus! Blessed, ^not Ibr days,'mdilths, and years; iMit 
iovad fmm etehiity, and Messed to' eternity! Thy4Md hath blessed 
tha&and he wffl not reverse it. *Real godliness consists hdtmertiy 
inasysfem of notloiis inthe head, but fhtihe in-dwelling pres«ii«e 
of J^liovahui'the hesH; Is this thy liapp^esS, aMmaerr What 
love hash the great <kod to-vile man I iSe dwdt'in fiesh-rOR us. -He 

aakfcalso, <« fwin dwell in tftem, and wa& ik them.*%..;3 Cor. vi. 16. 

.'■■-••. • ' ' 

tlow well thy blessed truths' agree ! Should all the forms that men devise,. 
JHow wiic and holy thy commands ! Assault my faith with treacVrous aft. 
Thy pfomiMi how limi disy be-! I'd eSli tbeisf vsatty mud ivtw. 

How firm our hope and comfort standi ! And bind the f^ospel to my heart. 

Vou I. Hh 
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Tke Jjrrd is mysbepherii IskattiM tiimt...Pdajn intHi. & 

AtL comfort* IS derived to tlie sout'from the knowledge of what 



Jehovah is to'nn* Tbm we inow bf 'Ac wnA of *tm^' wtd enjoy- 
in die sweet ei^erdse of fistic ^ I am tfae'^Dofl^ shc^te^*' shitii 
Je8Us...Johtl t. IK Then aft ihr' sheplMci; aays^tiielmiiiiiii^ 
aovl* Tfaiist whatever ofiee or chatticter leste tuatoti i a , it ilf4li% 
l^ary of laidi myt only .t6 tiew the Loril as 'fliich^ km -to^ih mI^ imiJL 
peace And comfort from H to-oojeVrOwn heartt'thUt than arfcldiiaiw 
Daind loiew the dtitir of A ^effherd by exptoriebee* Hoar watefaM 
^ pteatnre from danger/ and ^kow carefol to- gmlb aili^ feed &• 
•heep Dommitttdto hb trust l^iBot iierein is Ike petttUair lovs dIAe 
Ahe^rdofour aonls; he'^gate'bialife ferhiaSheclN'' And«fter 
such love manifested to themi shsll thtywant ^thu^hia p c wiii Ae 
protect j or his ffrace to supfrfy their'needi N#| tliKt is impifspMe^ 
Bnt asheap is a -lilly weidirereStuTe; it ^eftdki •bleala' md maheaa 
liotse ^rJwiBi jt ivants iic!tbiii|:( aodd we^ TM»q^ tb h iwi fa 'ita a t i e ifc 
herd) and hears his voicey %ttll it is naturally pmbe to' wwiar'fiwiifc 
rieh and gseaii/pastitfes, tobroah^onl of'the ^M and^ -if* toft toattal^ 
would leap into tlie Toryjawaof its enemiy: so*faolisil are wit aisd^ 
Hence arises. our *dbtccss| fidr winA we'lodk io wbat-we aie lA 
outtf^Ivest attd lose sight of thelmre and care of oer^diar'Shapter^ 
we oast otir efes atfomtdnSf imA oalf in tUsdistiteasiig. thhn^itr and 
the oAei- diatraclaig c4re* rHsnce we ofttn oeftd fofth-tiwIdMii^iA 
laf onhtitci; and cry out, ^ We ^Mdl eeitsahly.peKiah fer^.ateit sf 
sfipidy imkI aaaistanc^b'' ^ut where ktM^yord-^r^idiapllsffd? Aitmt 
we forget hi9 dymg love> lits covensnr eni;a|^efMslBi hia wiitchfqi 
care; w^ lisle^ t}ot ettOHgh to the svfeet V<Aci»-ofW'shephfisdt.;bat 
to^ie^nemy^'whospenhatcitori and our potorlKfeaglsjiSf liJfcighliirf 
and tfeq(Me« * fiut in oppoaatien ^al) that ^«i siaMn «sd tins hnf 
can say or do a^aiilst^s, ^^ Th^^vomof fhe^Loadss %soightf jma^ 
the voice ef the Lord hath the pre^mini^O^" A^dk J^aa^qiar ttbei^ 
herd saith, << I give Unto my 9htepw»«'whalt;^ Omea, ^plein ^^MdilMn 
that they wHl i»mtmiie to he my Bheep^ ,hear ii|y Mmse,. m(k MloiT 
me^' lAfintely mora: .secunty singer tibaftithe*tno«mtainsi j^eomt 
fort more iw&thomahie than the ^t^t deep* ^^ I H^pw mf aheapi'* 
my Father gavetbe|nttatiOH)^i I h^dowQ my 4ife ffff-tl^mi* iShatt 
the «nemyi^ me ^one of tny purchased Qaa% o».my desHr iMbas 
of on^ ^f the Injects of his iovo;? No:: t^cy 4Fhall' nevet^ wei9|: -JSiir 
Spirit to ke^ to ^uicfean, to^jcop^prt, atid ^^u^ tli^i^ t6 parsai^«rt 
till they receive the end of their faith* the salvation of their souls* 
^*I giva unto them eternal life; a|id they shall never perishi nai|;her 
shall AKx ptmok tham> a«it«of my hand."*»«Joh&x. 2a» 
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Mefiffi^^i^th^p99fin^ Mikity: jQr them is UKkivgdm <^ 

.v^ ti»4lWt«|||^«>fr J*f-?1W*** P^W^'' *f Wty Woks of mfui arc 
:}HmU^MV('¥»?^^Q^^ «rf ¥¥* '^ bowc4 ^wn, Wi<lthe Lord 
4tol^« f»«mdi» tm4ajfV*Iw- Ji. IK Tben,a ww'8 oto 

.HiW^Elb hQ bo^t^ of,.,U |[)|i^4 to <b^ perfect v{e«]{m^s hie hcait, 
liii which b^>8d|9ned aA.goody; i^ fQui>4 tp b« 4ec«itfol and dD«(N»)^teI)r 
jmdsiiA*: Th^n^bjB, be<;qm^s i^ )h* Qwn^ea a p.ooa .si>fif.jB«. He 
MlWBiiieiWftfrt*; Iw %aU;}ii^ ?iyejch(9«ta«a». Thut^, whon Jeu» 
fl0»'w «xa)l(ied. in h^ .ftig^.hfi becofp^t UtU/),. yiki,. Md wtm 
4i^hia QVP sycfifHth^ M if .BPQf iA siwt, a mwe-.^Sjira^R, who 
fm^t hQ >riKjly!iiwl^)^d to fr^c-»grac^ bouoty i^d'^o^^U't m^nf* 
^Tbowh h« s«cf 4«a s^te to. be gui^ty^ wretch^^ an^ .^ei^jsraft^ y^ 
he is blessed: Why so? Me^dy bocAUse he se^ a and fcuows himiielf 
ffliJH^ Wl^cll^ H^orfXpiaei^^ bliodt a^d lujiM-^ Ala^l this 
jo^^W^ K^ W^ ^es4sf wpuld pmve bi^ ap a w^^^l^.e^^ 
lortei?. to his.sottl* . Hei cai^ no loore tr^^t in hi#' iufoym poy«ty . 9g4 
«aga to entitte him to tha kipgdon^, than in hifi (aacif d tcj^ aAd 
l»cte^ But such are blessed pr.haj^yi^^bep^qse lhf( graoe fif Ihe 
|^g4«{n is,itt,thw hWte Npi^r, f/ an4l^^ >a the k^ngd^i^ of hettvim 
fa glory»" Moft, joyf^J.qo^ificf»4on{. They ^re chosen t^ i% l^y the 
)qV9 0( the father * . th«y *«^ bljease^ in Cferbt Jo^us^ with aU •pkit»t<# 
|>l^wint|[8^ a^df af , ^ evidence of tjiis,. th^ Holy Sjirit b^towe Q» 
.t^fin ^.urifdom w^^ revelj^tip^ in the h^wwlcdgeofjesii^; Iw eiv 
JighUma the eyeaof th^ ^oderstaijf^ing} then they knoiir. whet i» Uie 
h«pe of theiY fii41ipgi i|nd whati^.the rii^hes <>f Ike gl|^ <^ hit i^ 
t^rit^lice in^ thfi 8eint^"—.J5©h, i. 17, l^. Hoi^rjunspw^bly W^n- 
Ii94> Hi^w ivmpr^^J ri^^Hwre ^ pfM?r ii^PpintJ >?'H^y«ig-.i;^9^hi|»f 
iB themselves, yd pow wing ,401- things in Qhii^t.J^^IHif-" 
. l^ie *W^ j^ woiidiy. C9ro>perj:e, yf^^ a,pew»i's ^XfiMAn 
not f 9t«hliphc4} , to. yalu^ h^ms^lf vpon th^ credit /of spa^^e i^ch jmf^.t 

porhe gains cre#t und jreputet ThMH th§ jp99» wnw 3^»w i hvamff 
MKin t^he riches.ofJesua.Cbvi^t^r all.cfttQon) t^ ac(M|]Hei»ae in thu 
9}ght of God^, and herein we havf» confidence fo^ #)l thingm Who i$ 
fair wisdofif)? Jesus* Who is pur righteou^nes^i Je^ns* Who le 
our sanctification? Jesus. Who is.ojur redemp^ipBi .J^hh* H#ki 
our glory, our crown, our hope, and our daily rejoicing* Here, O 
8ouh IB tfay preciooaiiiTeiitory! Read it, and rejoiee at thy rioh«»* 
.^^ Ali things are yours :" ministers, 'the lyork), life, death, things 
present, things to come^ are aU; yours* Why ? because Jon 4rQ 
fait|ifol te grace, ^nd h«ve fulfilled ter^is enritOiBditiflPa to gain w 
ntcxm the fcvor of <k>dL No; inflnitefy higher ceose^ <^ Ye are 
Christ's) and Christ is God's/\..*l Cor* iii* 23* 
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but alive unto p0d through Jfsui Christ^.^Mom. vi« *1 1 • 

Thebs it ft death m m wMch ire wet iftll'iuftnraliy nnder* 
T|iere ia a death roa tin; thia osr dear Sa^ov < wie* tan tumtx ^flunk 
of it too much) nor manttCB it too often) auftrod ibr oa Ihe'tacfl^" 
And there is a death uvto wh vhich every belimag member oC 
Jesus partakesof, by virtue of unioR tohim* For when ietmk die4: 
for sin on the croas* all his members weremyaUcaHy -connderediK* 
him, and dying in himt as thdr covenant head and Tepveaent^vov . 
unto sin« And, by communion with Jeans, the aame.%irit wtnclif. 
raised up Jeans the head, dweUa in the mortal bodica of hia balifving' 
members,quickeningthem to newness of lifie. From hence the apoote 
would have such reckon, in&r, or conclude themselves <^to be dead 
indeed unto sinl" And on the aame acconnt» and fixr the same reaaont .. 
^ alive unto God, through Jesus Christ." 

Now, believer, how dost thon reckon, reason, and conclude of ^ 
thy spiritual estate ? because thou dost not find ^ sin dead in thee» 
but ^eelest the motions of sin stirring and raging for the masterjr* ov^ 

thee, ddstthoulromhencejndgeofthy atate, andoondndethoalMflt ; 
not the fiuth of God's elect? Alas ! this will distreaa thy tool,' weaken 
thy confidence of fiuth, administer life and vigour to ti)iy ainn and 
lusts, and bring deiith upon thy spiritual life of comfort^ loiref and 
holiness. The word of Gpd is the only ruie of our faith; hy thai we- 
are.to detehnine of our state* Though sin bn aHve in thee, y^i thom 
art to reckon thy self dead to ^at, soastohavenothcagta'dowtthfU' 
Though, thou groanest under ^a body of death," yet thou art ta 
conclude thyself ^^ alive unto God through Jesus Chriat." ](eckoii . 
thyself dead to that sin of sins, uvaxxicF. Thia is the 1^ of 
all other sins. Be deaf to its reasoningi^ dead to its pleaa. Both 
dishonor thy Lord, androbthy soul of its comfort* 

Here is the mystery of fiuth. This is to be held in a pure con* 
science* There is a freedom from nn; of access to God withhold^ 
nes«i Here is the victory of saints. Here is the triumph of trudt • 
against all our enemies, to the death of sin and the life of halineaa. 
Hence, through the Spirit of truth springs our daily oomfoit^ coii«^ : 
tinned growth in grace, in the knowledge of Jesus, and in personal, 
holinesa of life and conversation* 

Pa we not know that solemn word» So from the grave did Christ arise, . ^ . 
That we are bury'd with the Lord, And livet to God above the skies. 
Baptiz'd into his deaih» and thea Ko moit let sin atid sattn reign ' ^ ^ 
Put off the body of our sin ? Overournunrtal flesh again { 

Onr sottis receive diviner breath. The various lusts we serv'd before, 

Rais'd from canraptloo. guilt aaddcatb i Shal) have donimim now no mum. 
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F^9t if i»kmm xten ^Aihnies, ttv were rectmeHed io God 
. ' ty ike death of his Son, much more being reconciled, toe 
^[sh4l H^imf^ by bifi^ ^^ ...2 -u.-. , 

fisenHy^ Atsdt, ^ tlniC soiife mi^ht be justified hf ftAth in Je^us, and 
yet aMri^t^«biit«iA h<j]^ n^ sbul was brought into great darV- 
ii^i^ p«¥pfe3j^; tod diirti^eiM. Glory to nijr dear Lofd,' by thisf very . 
tat(^iie-a^iir^6redl^f, (^a^e; and joy to tny 'sbui, and cl4arly 
tongllt'^tid'^otiifdfhkbfy cstiWfshed me in'tlie scriptui*al doctrine of ' 
tMe-bettaitf t>erseveranee'of alf God'i saints to eternal glory. I record 
tld§ to tfie praise of our dear lK>rd, and to the comfort of his peopl^. 
^*^»'*4ienT«^#^re enemies :**..;ito1irhom ? Our worst foty satan? 
Nb^r ^ut ' to^ our beift fhB6tid^ Gbd^i' die God of onr salvation ; to Jesus 
oui^'GM aWtf^aViour ; ' ttf God thi Spirit oiir sanctifier j to this gos^ 
pel of his grace, and word of our salvadoh. O, what a precious wor^ 
is^ri'! ** reconciled to God.'*^ 'God in Christ was i^conciled to usl 
O) wtat Idve and grace evel* dwelt in his heart to us enemies, trai- . 
tofs^ and l%bdls agai^i Mini I this he mixniftfited in recofndling^ us to 
himsdi: H<*W ? «fiy the dfcath ht Mif Son." O, my fellow sinners f 
at trery step let higher Wondir rise iil your hearts and mine- The 
cr&s^ of 'Jesus, what hathPit'dbne for us I Jesuft djrin^ on the cross ! 
O, what hath' it eflectcd iw n^ IHeref we view, believe, and know 
the love God bath to' lis. liiilj belief slays \he enmity of our rebet 
liot!# 'hearts r*b6^ Our'' s^'bborh wtlh^ and attracts our alienated 
affebt^s. ' ~Wc'tfiifty#dbwri* odr itrihs,' etntirace our reconciled God, . 
desnte fer evek* to cease aR fiosdlii^ against him. "Mucii more being 
recWieiled*' to God's purposes, providence^ and grace;' his way of 
saltation by His Soli Jesus, submitting to his righteousness for justi- 
ficdlidil^ to his sceptre to be governed, to his Spirit to be led, aiid to 
his gospel to be saved'Md rul6d. - Whit theri ? ' Being thus recon- 
ciled, may We not be cast off at lafirt, andburttinhell forever"?^ Yes, iff 
Jesus ean die, perish, and be ani^lated^; But not otherwise. For, 
" hownntudi -mofe sliaR we behaved by his life !^ By fdith we receive' 
the stontlmeilt ctf his dec^. Tins is the life ofour souls. By his 
life of • it^tiSi^cttsion'Ibfusj w<$ ai^^s sdfb and' as sure of glory, as 
though we-weife-ifllready seited in the heavenly maikibns: unless' 
Christ shed his blood in vain, God reconciles us to himself In Vain; 
our foith is vain ; the work of God's Spirit is in vain ; and all the pro- . 
mises of God aire' in. vs^, and of no. effect.. But all this is utterly 
impossible. God's purpose according to election sh^l stand, not of 
works, but of liim who oaUetfiMMRolli ix. 11. 



-9« jiiFnescmK'ik 

"'.^TR£'gospel«f Jesus is Suited tb'our indigcfit ktate and distres* 
•edeii>cumslHiice8 ;*Mt <ire*ti<e«veraeto i^eeehoe ^« tratliii>tiie]ove 
^HCf lp9iS«iM^^ter l0ftUMi$« of a^oia^liNwift othciMit^ , A ffttenA 
ftkit tMicto't9:esidt aad gioofy us in mir «wn efos «iid |fi tbcLVBlit^f 
jBthers) -^^crai* aaliiraUy veiy.ff«4of^ * Tint pp^i^ slidcA cMeto u% 
fKe A>' IH>V f asilgF part irith it*- Tp iyaaginewif^ifelves -pdwest of apm* 
JDb«mit gpgd disfmititns tnd afl|ial^k^ t^nonfieif) vhu^hpat u&.i^kmi 
•yi^)?c.i«8pecti^ble terms in .the siftoitf Qod) •and gamhia&vcMrf tliia 
fft/^^itipt to niis^ke far tbc 1vock^of the. Spirit upon the k^iKtr 
Pot as. tUa ftotion l^s fto^n thf faith aad l^qie .o£,thf g03pel» opp^f 
t«th the glorjr of. Jcaim, lays another faondatioii thau,that^which €Ux| 
^ath'Uidt lami tends to flmne*the qcatttrewi^pndC'tadvuBiljr). w^ 
iu?e tani^ht to isgect it. as a spirit of Antichaat and ddiisio»* Thia 
po4 fevecelj. laeproTjes liis^i^hurch of old for^ ^^ Thou <Udat truat in 
fhii^oim bea^tf and playedatthe harlot^ b^canse oCthy reoo^vn«'"*o» 
£abk. xTi«. IS* 3at the bleaaed Spirit^ i^. effects, the^aarria^ 
linion between thfs Laonb^andbiabridef, dpth nothing Aipoot^ 
that It aho^d trust ki, aoas taattfactthe.a£hctima fromlesustor.tQ 
l»v|duc^ incpatif?ency (^i)<e)MYimr to No^ ^Ubo 

fi^pi]»tsha}l.g^Miygr,,i)9t hiniself aa the^kgeaty fu>t'y»uraelfeaj» th^ 
#nbjcdt of hi* opc^fajioiist .Jn^t he shall glorify me/' aaith Jesfu» ^n 
^MHir^aigiitf Jiofdtf .and affections. .He diall Jkiarwatnesa tfk m^ pert 
son and officc;s of the>^liition J sta^ in to you; .that justification is 
soieiy^ by my righteousness) i^onement for your .aiivi.' by my own 
naertfcc, and paordon of them by my blood i that I am your prtesit 
xrer belbfe the t}«t)ne) i«pres^i|ting your peraons* and pleadii^ 
your cause. So abJiUyqu^nd peace in ]ne» Itw daily upon me^ mid 
lejoic^ only ix| me« > • . 

. Th^,<by;fhta wiark^of ti^ Spint, Christ alone is exalted and glori« 
€ed^ .ouawl^tarts comforted in truthf and sanctified* |n love, to tha 
honor .and sernce ^ our heavenly King. Thusf to tjiap that 
fieliev^e, Jesisi is urecioua j. bemuse we see the Father's knre ceotr» 
pn hini, ipd ^ifiksifig. itself throilgh hts pierced heart to oun^ by th» 
ifoly Ghost ^gmn to^up. HeoQs we bepQn>e ali^e in our splnls tmd 
affections toGod^. and dead to ;9elf*seeMng, -aelf-righteous, 8^f«^o^ 
lymg views^ Wo die daily to cama) JwM# and corrupt' affeqtionB# 
irhich we knoi^ tend to dishonor our d«ar Lord» are contrary tohiav 
willy degrade our souls, ,and rob us of «weet, )i^rt«felt ppp^punien 
mth him* The more Jesus is thus glorified^ and wefibi^e in him> 
so much the more are we oiabied.^o 'bring forth the fruits of tho 
Spirit to the praise and glory of him. ^<As many as are led by the 
Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.">**.Rom. rlii. 14, 



8EM9UI1IS11 ^ U9 

WHo mladi thee to d^jMc»'^tihii9^f..iiX:^. m li \ 

PfeRHAPtfew will reply, in the very Voras of a haughty Armi- 
nlBA, '«« I df>tiy$el£; tnwitimywM'^m insert nkuct I'trnMHiAdGod 
iind Avii» piie^tefmiMltoh, ebut hivm ibt* Whfy tttm ^mut^ T liot 
^tf m mydttlf ?" Yet'tvidKi 1^ the 4«itgQag(» ^m out fMMl Irtfiirtii 
l»y itattire^ ^ iur«4o£9Ml«f i^^Irh^i^c^* :Awful>a6Clit4Eiii0t)«# 4^ 
b<»«d>! <^£irery iiite wdrdiiilt ineii shtkli'sffc^, IMy^t^ 
aecdcint of in the day of ^fiw^" Wk» th^ *4m be Bavedf 1 ^ 
hiimbly-con<sdtre^^86 idk «i»d^il^pl^ pvoMi «d£dglfted«lB,''«eift 
ft«kflSdtot IM^Sy liialkioiiily §p6l$m %k ' cumtt&pteit i^e mivisMp4 
dHtingiitrtiiiig gi^use of Gdd, fke jtiMfiotttsbii'hy 'tKe Tigiil€lMnne4 
{yf lesus, atid tull saifatAoii lif liitt "fonsh^d yi^k bviW Sd iMiii 
KL !8u^YoorwbMsfaay«beeii'stbirt against m^^ s^iH the Lbra^'^ 
T^e whol^ of that in Maitti ^; deami «o |>Mve tHis ^ense; aM *th4 
€!Dnt«9ft coafirni& il>...<« By^ t%^ ^cirds thou 'aliilt .^ jtisliiied/" h d 
By the eottfc^dion of thy ^oOtthi' iLriilDg:^m''a«i^bdief df^/ h«»H 
<tf «iMtio» Uy gMuse$ th«M^ titiH^lMHyf God, tk^ shdt be jasllfitd) 
^ and by thy xvofda thou shalt beoondemned."* i»^e. Thy Wo»di 
htttaf the)Hftfle and ilMtbeHef of liiy»^at|t^ «iil' iiot 6tA>it[ltting%> the 
soveroi^y <tf^ Ood's ^^rtto^aiid flrM «Baliratloh by 'hiv'beHi'M'^Seaa 
Fo^ ^islhdfo nhaltbe dKMtetttifedr' iiy Ihie ^poii lihe^ andi^reeeiif 
ii{x»i precept the Holy 6lib§ti fAlttfiefti of, ekalto ^d '^^iBielr^ 
luord Je$«s, aiiil^mr si^Mttb^iaxMl beuntsi^dumkM tfetf-eoiifiddnc*( 
cCkl aR^a^tf-gloi^ibg. *•' 

. ¥ee^od&i«iibtdei^irhaftlte]iiblyS^i#ithaJi^ 
By thi» "tf^ iSlSir §mai ot&eSrtfr UAdtf^ dlaiing«0ihfed from biil^lbrto«^ 
•direaVvhtti'ks oiil' natnitl ikiisb^ 6iptme. '« Bit thiilaf ali»dr*'thtf 
havtt^i^ ^rUM Joi' GoAk Htfieo we Me <inad6r. 'to didkr 4^ to^ «ii^ 
SFSKc^* ^ Wedtre hot^spc^ of ^oiinel'V^B tint hA poor-s!iiiiei'»,'Wlid 
nerer iutf^re, <»»r ^new ^odldda ^y^^htg t5 inkke ou^Mft QH(^ 
^ staitft oF4n pra^tioe. :W^'ia«fltftfdot6dlffi»'faribi^ Wil 

M kmger set? dati Astir Stfiri^Ul^-atMiteOflg^i or Wligirtfy Mfe^m 
kureMof Godas Co ^hik weitanga^ ii^ tHt^^t^inJosoft, aAd pi^tMN^ 
a title to God's fa^Of l^ odr/ o^^'<(iMte«^ But4^ 
^€rod 9ATH made^us accepted in ^Ihe'l^ioVed^ to Uie praise of tM 
glory of hlagra4ie/'.»u£ph* i. 6% '^tteli^eotir AVFkcrriofis'arei^urned 
to Godwin Chfttft by • the power of'thb 4Spl^ ; JeWMI is the^Might o^ 
^r «ot4» and. the glory of our htfttiti; «**He 'ia to vis' Hit chiefbst * 
Mdang^^en thoiifiand, and aitogkhe» ' ioveiy* ^litn tove, person^ 
afficeay hbA mufky ^ao wtftftoor our souls Mid - endear ^ him- to oitf 
koarts, that Weai^'oominaally foiling to itiro'i^ auc »mM. AlMj 
dm* PRACTici^ t$ herehy li^uentei fo 4aeb kM 4f6fhxke tbetiiffingf 
convertfltion, the vain aittUaem^hlay ainful'ti^itfe^ xif «i w 
inorld. «<For our/eltowdhip is with the ^FWther And' his S(JlQ Jesuit 
Christ.".*««l John i. 3. -^ •: -'iti . .'. . - . .-.J 



340 »£rr£MIEK >. 

For all tlie promises qf God in him are yca^ and in MM, 
Amen^ unto the glory qfGod by us, ...2 Cor, i. 20. 

Through th^ irorkingt <tf oar ewiial framest it is natural tia^s 
jftll to seek comfort from legal worky instead trf gospel pvomiaea. 
Wtien a poor sinner is taught by man to believe^ ^ unless he peHbnaa 
the conditioni he cannot receire the blessing of the promise :'* from 
this mistaken notion he labours and toils bt a seasoot but &idaig 
himself unable to reduce the doctrine to pnusticey he alts down m 
dejection) and gives up all hope of mercy in this vaj* This will 
^ways be the case where sin^rtty is not suffeifd to give way to 
self-deceit* But when the sun of righteousness ariseth with glory 
pn the soi^i these mists of igncoance flee away. When the free-^ 
iQve of the everlasting covenant is made manifest to a sinnef's heart, 
by the Spirit, he cries out in wraider. and ecstasy, ^^ This is idl mf 
^vation and all my desire." When by feith he beheads Jesus tte 
surety of the covenant) sees alt the promises of life and salvatfam 
(Center in him) Jesusbecomesthehi^of his soul* and the pmnisefL 
the joy of his heart. 

: Blessed be God for a precious Christ) precious prcMnises* wSl 
predous &ith« What could our Cod do more \ What could he give 
more to his people than what he hath gracioMsly done fiHrthenit and' 
freely given to them? Disciple) wherefore dost thou daubt I Why art 
^u reading a gloomy kctnre over, .thy. fallen ataae? Why sitting 
with folded hands and dejected look) because thgu fedest the cormpt 
ircNrkings «f thy sinful fle^? What have thy legal tho«ghU brtMight 

. forth but that black monster) uvsMiBr X This dares to 9ainsay thfe 
truths of God) deny his pfomises» set the Saviour at,nongfat* and 
rob him of his .glory. . What! because thou caUst not find nor feel 
any thing in thyself to deserve GqA% love) or for which he should 
make one.priHpise of mercy, wilt thou therefore cgocl^ againat 
Ihe greatness of his k«Fe and fveeneas of hia promiiea ? Yea, buttt » 
for that very reason, because thou hast nottog in thyself but sin 
and misery, thy God will haye aU the glory of his own grace in sieving 
thy soul, according to his pvomise in Gl^st Jesus* The I^amh, who 
si»lt his blood for sin, who, hath righteousness for the naked) and 
a tongue to plead the cause of the de^tutC) haa all the pronuaes 
in his h^iidS) to bestow the blessing of them on his needy memhers* 

' Therefore out pf his fulness ire receive) and grace for grace. So the 
floly Spirit giveth us to believe and come to the inexhaustible fulness 
^f Jesus for our every supply. Here we may fix our foith, and |n 
the assurance of truth be confident we shall want nothing. Fot this 
very end is connected with our comfort, ^^ the glory, of Gos»" 
Therefoi>s every promise of grace here and glory hereafter are sore : 
TEA and AK£N, so be it: according; to God's purpose and grace 
in Christ Jesus««**3 Tim. i. 9. * . 
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In the light of truth, and under ttie teaching of the Spirit, every 

->elfe«eiiili JestlH lose^ s^ght bF thb once'&ncied dignity of'his human 

Btttuoe^ md iinks in tite View of hfanselFto the meanest reptile* ' Ptt>^ 

'hdilytlie'Ohttreli, InlsdiJi's dayil, had befen considering fier weak, 

iidpless state; sufrontided with trials atid dHficulties; exposed con* 

•^ImaMf to the power «>f enemies on tvery side; in great danger of 

Ibeing'trodd^n WMler feet i»id crushed to death; and had been laying 

horciBe befeM the Lord, confessing the words of David, ** I am a 

^dm, and no ttaii«'**...Pialm xxii. 6* Well, the Lord condescends 

to ceply to such hutiible socds in their own language* ^Though 

tbou art as mean inrtbine own cfyets, «nd as as despicable'in the sight 

oiodiemas apoor,'ba8e, inslgniStant, crawling worth of the earthy 

DiretJdioaartpreciousihftiy^gbt; * Though thou hast no power fh 

tbyatlCtorssistthiDi^ enemies, nostrengfdi to support thyself under 

tiiaie*«fflblk>nv end distresses, though Satan threatens, troubles bow 

.thee immf, cotfiniplioas rsge, and alliiie combinbd force of earth and 

hell is enraged against thee) yet'FEAR not, thou ivoitn, saith 1^ 

> Thi6U- soldier of lesusf <^«-£Aitf ircrr/* is the Wdrd of comthand 
;fiwi»thd oaiptaln of:thy stfvatitm*- Scarce any phrase so frequently 
«cours in tte word of God as thls« Ct[$nsider h as sin antidote agaihM 
;jdlthy'deap<Aidii%8r 4oabllAga, ftiteMejec?tions. Thou canst ilever 
-fiittiiiio*a^ya«t»itisoy'be-tin^r^trfiy t^^ be visited by aiiy 
4AKtion9^coaMinlo^aby straiticrt^dMciM^ biitwhat the power of 
^od'can^aoiR^oit tlieo mder,' and brhig thee safely through. Coiisult 
IMit hkniwai^pfiobriiility ; jodg^not according to appearances ;' say not, 
^ Wonb a»l wm^ I shaH-soreiy be craved.' Nay, but is any thing 
toO'haid'forGo(^? ^H^isaitt^ <<f win hel^thee;** I ^\V succour; I 
*wiU. support thee; I^lft't^tnmgihc^nthee; idy grace is sufficient fdr 
thae* Cana God of truth pi^ifiise in vaiiAr? S^ill a Cod of love ever 
fidlcoaseist? DothnoiaGbdofiiHsdomfcnow when to deliver? Suf- 
.0oe4f, we h«<ve^his pron^ei TThsX. engages his truth, and that de- 
mands-ow &ith to hon^him*' But, ^I am with thee," saith the 
^Saviour*- « He is present; though perhaps thou thinkest otherwise, 
andfeelest not his comfortable presence. Thy most secret sigh, as . 
weU as every distress, lies open to'his view« The crafty designs of 
thy subtle fce> and all *hii vile stratagem's, are without a covering 
before thy Lord; Terrify and distress thee he may, but prevail over 
thy soul heshaR nbt ! ^Fbr he that keepeth Israel, neither slumber* 
*etii nor slecpeth/*....He is ever watchful to guard, and powerful to 
keep: and he hath given us this absolute promise, " No weapon that 
is formed against thee shall prosper;*'and every tongue that shall riM 
against tSiee in judgment) thou shalt conde)din»'%**tl8a« Uv* 17. 
Vol. L li 
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!363 SEPTEMBER ^: 

If a man think himself to be something token He is notiungj 
he deceiveth himself.... GaL vi. 3. 

The leaven orPharisceism, pride, self-righteousness, and self- 
sufficiency, is interwoven with our very nature. In the beginning 
that arch -deceiver, satan, poisoned the minds of our first paicnti 
with that corrupt doctrine, ^ Ye shall be as gods, knowing good and 
evil." Thi« infection hath tainted the whole human race: naturally 
every man deceiveth himself: he thinks himself to be that which in 
reality he is not. Hence is rooted enmity to the salvati<m of Jemi* 
and the grace of the gospel : here man is nothing ; here the creature 
is annihilated. As Pan! sdith of an ^ idol, it is nothing in the 
world:'* so that idol, a man's self, is nothing, knows nothing, can 
do nothing in the great work of salvation. Fallen nature, with idt 
its boasted goodness, affected piety, devout efforts, contributes 
nothing ; tot ^ all is of grace,** rich, free, and soverdgn graces 
Man, with all his vaunted ** knowledge of good and evil;" bis frei 
will to choose the good and refuse the evil,' his rectitude to perform 
hi^ duty and secure his salvation, by fulfilling terms and conditions 
of the gospel; all these are mere non-entities; lighter than vanity 
wiien weighed in the balance of the sanctuary. 

O believer, when thou thinkest thyself nothing, knoiwest nothing 
of thyself, then thou thinkest and knoWest right. But when thou 
art led to think, ^ now I am something in myself^ now I know some- 
thing by myself; now I can do something of myself^ to ke^p myself 
in the favor of God, and to be faithful to his grace," vmly thoa 
deceivest .thyself. This is acting like the church of Galiftia under 
spiritual witchcraft, ^* beginning in the Spirit, and endit^ in tkt 
fiesh." This, in the strict and proper sense, is <^ falling frok 
GRACE.'* So nature's pride exalts one's self, and censures other 
christians as 4:amal and unfaithful. This pride of the flesh opposeth 
our growth in grace, and is contrary to the humbling knowledge o£ 
Jesus Christ. To know the grace of God in truth, is to own its 
sovereign operations upon the soul, to be steady as the sun in its 
course, uncontroulable as the wind in its power, unfintatoable as tte 
tide in its motion, and as unyielding to the power of nature- and tibe 
will of man, as the proud waves of ^e great ocean. To ''put' on 
the Lord Jesus," is to '^put off the old man with itsdeceitlid lusts," 
and pride. To '< rejoice in Christ Jesus," is to ^ have no confi* 
dence in the flesh«" Tibe Lord will ^< suffer no flesh to glory in his 
presence*" '^Let him that glorieth, glory in the Loid*"**»*l Cor« 
i. 31. Happy for us, with Paul, "most gladly therelbret mil I 
rather glory in my infirmities, thtit the power of Christ may 
^iippn mei*'#«««2 Cor. xii* 9* 



SEPTEMBER 7. ^63 

Se darrfulf&rmthit^ : bui, in ewy things by prcnfcr and 
supplication^ with thanksgiving^ let your requests be made 
, knozvn unto God.... Phil. iv. 6. 

Ai.L anxious cares which toiture and distress the mind arise 
from unbelief; they are contrary to our profession^ dishonorable to 
our Ci^ and hurtful to the peace and comfort ofour souls. There- 
fore they are forbid by the g^ospel of grace^ in love to jhe children 
of God« But) believery thou hast not so learned Christ as to pass, 
away a life of careless indolence and .thoughtless inactivity. No; 
ingMance) industry, and fervency of spirit, is a suitable frame ever 
to be found in* Not slothful in business, but fervent in Spirit, 
serving the Lord* Careful and diligent in the use of all means in 
thy power} both to procure the subsistence and wel&re of ^ thy body* 
as well as to keep up the liveliness, and vigour of thy souK Careful 
and diligent, y^ without care that hath disquietude and distress. 
Aa to the things of this life, it is sufficient to answer all thy anxiety^ 
and silence thy every fea^ and doubt; ^^ your heavenly Father (saith 
Jesus) knoweth you have need of them*" He fe^ds the birds* Will 
,he suffer his babes to starve? Thou shalt have' all things needful for 
life and godliness* If such a sinner as I may speak of himself, under 
worldly losses, and .disappointments I have thought, ^^ Well, though 
I have not what I expected, I can very well go to heaven without 
it*" This consideration, thanks to my dear Saviour, hath often 
broughVa heaven oi contentment to my soul, in a world of disap- 
pointment* 

As to spiritual blessings, << He that spared not his own Son, but 
fiwely gave him up a sacrifice for our sins; how shall he not with 
him also freely give us all things*" The Father that hath ^^ blessed 
us with all spiritual blessings in Christ Jesus," will hand them out 
to tts by his holy Spirit in number, weight, and measure, just as his 
wisdom sees best; and it is our wisdongi to be content and thankful* 
Here is encouragement for faith and prayer* 

And <»nst thou look within, without, around, above, and see no 
oausefor thanksgiving and praise, O christian? Are not what thou 
hast in hand, and what thou hast in hope, the free-gifts of the grace 
of thy God? C^ to mipd his mercies to excite gratitude ; reflect on 
his promises to quicken in prayer* Under all thy trials, distresses, 
sorrows, fears, doubts, and di£[iculties, here is sweet encourage* 
nent for thy soul; speak them out freely; make .thy requests^ 
^miliarly unto God* And what shall be the happy consequences?. 
Hear and rejoioei^ thqu shalt have more ^^ abundantly than, either^ 
thou canst think of or ask for*"****£ph. iii* 20. 

Christ ever lives to intercede Content, mj soul, thy cawse he'U plsad^ 

Before kit Father's face : Nor dosbt thy Fatker's^^raccu 
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SM SEITEMBER s« 

My grace is sufficient /of thee: fw my s^'ength is imufi^ 
perfect in thy zoealcness^..2Car. xii. 9. 

SpiRttt7AL conflicts with the enemy of souls are|hc lot of all 
6od*s children. Holy Paul was toider cfeep and afllieting (Hstbes^ 
of souh Satan the adversaiy assaulted Irim very powerfully. He 
groaned under it; he frequently besought Jesus that fhis grierous 
find painful (messenger of satan night be made to depart from him> 
and that his eoniiict might be at an end* 0» what djatressing exei^ 
oifles God's children undergo from the enemy! The hearts of sfttdt- 
only know the bitt^tiess thereof. But is the eapta&ti of their salva- 
tion regardless of them? Is he deaf to thdr prayers when they call 
on him? No: he ever hears, he always answers in lov^* But did 
the Lord grant his dear servam's request? No; then the design irf'love 
would hot have been answered* Paul was in danger of bemg 
**exaltcd above measure." This was tobe prevented. He was ♦*^tb 
glory in infirmities.'* This was to be effected. Satan's design wfta 
^r his evil. Jesus makes it work fbr good. * But that he might net 
ftmt in the combat, this comfortable answer is given, ^ My grace 
is sufficient for thee; for my strength is made perfect in weakness^'* 
Let it suffice, my love and &vor is ever towards you; my almighty 
strehgth is engaged to preserve you. Though you are weakness 
itself to Withstand su^h an enemy, yet my almighty*Btrength shall 
uphold you ; in this you shall conquer. 

Here is the strongest assurance for the confidence of fkith, and 
the most solid ground for the rejoicing of hope. The grace and love 
of Jesus opposed to the malice and hatred of satan ; the strength of 
Jehovah triumphing in, and made illustriously glorious through' 
glints' weakness. O, what an ever-lornng, all-sufficient, onutipotent 
Ldrd' is Jehovah Jesus! The Lord whom thou servest, believer, 
ktiows thy everf "distrestr and confiiet of soul. He win strengthen 
thee' in, 8\q>port th^ underi and bring thee safo through and ontof 
all thy exercises and troubles^ Thou shalt lose nothing in the foma^ce 
but the dross of nature's pride and corrupdbn, and the vanity of s^f« 
' glorying, self-sufficiency, aiid aelf-^righteousness. God by his Spirit 
Will teach thee to profit in humility and self<4iffidence, and to gl<n*y 
in and exalt the Lord Jesus mom said more. Sweet and enooumg* 
ittg is that promise to God's church and people in general: strong 
^d comforting aa God's declaraticm to^Paul, in parttcuiar: *^F6ar 
not, for I am widi thee; be not ^smayed, for I am thy God: I will 
strengthen thee; yea I will help thee; yea I will uphdd thee with 
the right hand of my righteQasness."....Isa. xli. 10. 

4 

I can do all things,, or can bear But if the Lord be once withdrawn. 

All sufferings if my Lord be there; And we attempt the work aldne: 
Sweet pleasure's mingle with the parns, When hew temptations spring andtise^ 
While hit left hand my head sostaint. We find how great our weakness is. 



hdgenot acamiing to tke appearance y but judge righteom. 
judgment... John viu 24. 

» 

Bt actix|g contrarjT to this abSvice of our prophet, the chOdren of 
God ofSten di^eress thetr "pcm heaft8«^ Peiiiftps in no one instance 
«fiore than this. ^Mjr feet were almost gone, my steps had well 
nigh slfpt," said the Psalmist. Why! What was the case? Ala&l 
abs! he had been looking at the outward appearance of the wicked* 
How happy, gay, imd joyful they seemed! So that corrupt nature 
tod oamal reason had ere^ed a tribunal in ^^position to faith and 
truth. "Verily," says he, "I have cleansed my heart in vwn,** 
lee But he was soon undeceived and brought to ^^ judge righteous 
judgment," from the records of truth ih the sanctuary of his God..^ 
Psalm Ixxtil* Professors of old had a severe check (Mai. iii.) for 
thus judging. <^ Your words have been stout against me, saith the 
iMtAi ye have said it fs vain to serve God," &e. ^^ You call theprpud,'* 
that ^8, the self-righteous, but disobedient perscms, whom I resist 
and abhor, '^ happy*'? Christian, beware of judging of men. Be 
cautious of determining <tf matters by appearances. They are very 
deceitful* Judge ofno lean's state by appe»'anoes: evil acUons we 
may condemn; good actions we should applaud* But to judge and 
determine the eternal state; of any by appearances, we have no 
authority. It was a judicious speech of St* Austui, *^If I see m 
wicked man die, shall I say he is gone to hell ? I dare, nou Shall I 
aay ke is gone to heaven? I cannot." 

How awful wiere thie falls of David and Peter! To what dreadful 
lengths of cruel persecutions against Christ, his truths and membav, 
did Paul run! Yet how did the rich grace of our God triumph in 
their repentance and salvation \ Thereforci believer, even as to thine 
owa eternal state, judge not isoxa present sense and appearancet 
though all things seem against thee. Oi^xwe not thy frames and 
feelings to God's truth, love, grace* promises, and oath in Christ 
Jesus. And they all pointM..to whom? Even to siimers, lest and 
perishing sinners.. Whatever else thou hast k>st, a sense of sin is 
with thee. True, sayest thou, and a dreadful sense it is. I also 
know the same; I have a fellowship with thee in the same sorrowful 
truth* But still, ^'this is a fisdthful saying, worthy of all acceptation 
at all times» that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners." 
Is there a doubt in tlane heart, a fear in thy mind, a sm upon J^y 
conscience, but he is able to reMeve and cleanse thee from ? ^^ Be iM 
faithless, but believing," saith thy Lofd****John xx* 37.. 

Not diiPrent food or diff'rcnt dresf , • When weaker christians we despise^ 
CoAipose the kingdom of our Lord i We do the gospel mighty wrong. 
But peace and joy and righteousness, For God, the gracious and the wise, 
Faith and oliedience. to his WQr4* Receives the feeble with the stfeng. 
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And the children slrugglcd together within her: and ski 
said. If it be so, why am I thus ? And she went to inquire 
of the Ij}rd,...Oen. xxv. 22. 

Vert uncommon and extraofdinarf was the case of Rcbekah: 
inward commotion and strcmg contention, between the fruit of her 
body, alarmed her greatly : each thr.eatening death to the other, 
and herself also. Happy her conduct. In this distress she seeks 
satisfaction from the Lord. A noble instance of faith and familiantf 
with the God of Israel. This also was written for our learning: a 
Very just and striking emblem is tlutf oi the christian. As^ verily ais 
Jacob and Esau were in the womb of Rebekah, so is the diristain 
the subject of two contending parties, the old and new man, flesh 
and Spirit. The life of each is opposite to the other ; each is striving 
for the mastery over the other. Here is the daily conflict of 

disciples. 

, To good and evil eqi^al bentt 
Siofttl iiji nature, yet a saint. . 

How does the poor groaning, burdened sinner act? Like himselfy 
a believer on Jesus. With Rebekah, he goes to his gqunsellor^ 
ke -enquires of the L«rd Jesus. Is he like Paul in conflict of soul 
crying out, ^^ O wretched man that I am ?" Yea, like Rebekah, is he 
sometimes weary of his Hfe, because :of the daughters of Ueth, tho 
numerous progeny of corrupt lusts of the flesh ! Here is an 4mdence 
of his spiritual life : this is a filU proof of the strugglings of a sane- 
fified fN>ul. Thougli the poor heart may crj out, ^I a saint, I a 
member of the Holy Jesus, I a child of Godi O, surely it cannot be*' 
If so, why am I thus?' Know, O soul, that it pleated the Fattier 
that aU fulness of grace should dwell in Jesus. He suffered thy fall 
tntatbts state that he mig^t raise thee. by Jesus; and he is.pleased' 
to leave thy sinful nature vile and corrupt as he found it, until it 
shall be ^'sown a vile body." Thou art like Rebekah grocmkig and 
waiting to be delivered. Suffice it, that thou live by faith in Jesus; 
^ wait in hope for the adoption, namely, the redemption of our body.'*^ 
•«..Ram*.viii. 3S. Know thou art called in love^ daily to <<put ofl^the 
old man with hi8.deeds....to mortify the flesh with its afRections and 
kists." But yet always to reckon thyself af^r Christ, in thy new 
state, possessed of perfect righteousness and true hc^iness. Ever 
accepted in him, God's beloved Son; thy beloved (ead, surety, and 
Saviour : in bim ever acceptable to thy God. Thus the Lord thy God 
ever delights, in thee, and rejoiceth over thee ; sees no spot of sin, but 
adorned with perfect beauty. Such are the glorious views of faith, iu 
opposition to all sense and feeling. 'So, shortly shalt thou be pre- 
se^>ted to the Father by Jesus, perfifctly holy and without blemish^ 
^^aot having spot or wrinkle, or any such thing.''....£ph. v. 2T» 
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^€ know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle icere 
dissolved, we habe a buUding of Gody an house jiot made 
with hands, eternal in (he heavens... .2 Cor. v. 1. 

It is the grand deyke of thatarch-deceivery satan, to represent 
the religion of JesiMas tending fo melancholy^ gloom, and sadness s 
but daily experience proves the reverse; for under a sense of a crazff 
disordered body, from views of its approaching disaolutioo, with 
thoughts of its being shortly eommilt^d. to the silent gtove, who coa 
put on an air of composure, joy, and delight; .except the chrbtian ? 
•Who suck cause for continual felicity, as he who knoits his lease is 
well nigh expired of his present houses that shortly it is to be 
pulled down ; but yet, through the kindness and love of hisheavenif 
Father, a free grant of his eterhal inheritance is given him, ^* df a 
house not made with hands?" What comfort must it yield to him 
to KNOW the nature of the purchase, the certainty of its being obtained^ 
the price fully paid, the deeds signed and sealed, the conveyance 
legally made, his trustee, Jesus, aci!ually being in possession ; yea and 
'*the earnest of his inheritance in His heart, by the Hdy Ghost given 
unto him :" O, the inexpressible joy of this knowledge I All this we 
assuredly know by faith. Come, my brether mortal,' is thy house 
like mine, ruined, crazy, and jilst ready to fiUl ? O, let us daily be 
looking by faith, from Pisgah's top to the promised inheritancei 
Let us dtdly consider our approaching dissolution, that our hearts 
may more and more love and live with our dear Saviour, who has told 
us,. ^^ I go to prepare a place for your, I will come again to- receive 
you tomyself : where I am, there ishall you be also* "•••John xiv. 3, S. 
Yain and trifling is all this perishing world has to offer, oompureid 
with the glory which shall shortly be revealed in us ; yea, not. to. be 
set in competition with -the grace that is now upon us* And. what 
can deprive such an heir of his inheritance ? Shall sin j No ; that is 
fully atoned by the blood of Jesus. Shall the world? No ; he hath 
victory over that, by the faith of Jesus. Shall satan ? No ; the 
*^ God of peace will bruise satan under .his feet shortly»"....Rom. 
xvi. 30. Shall the corruptions of his nature and the workings of 
unbelief? These may distress and make him groan ; may deject with 
doubts ; but shall not disinherit. For unbelief also is included in thiit 
precious promise, '^ Sin shall not have dominion over you, for ye are 
under grace.".%..RomvVi. U. And all such are ^^ kept by the power 
of God through faith unto salvation." 

There is a house not made with hands, Shortly this prison of my clay 

Eternal, and on high, Must be dissoWd and fall ; 

And here my spirit waiting stands Then, O my soul, with joy obey * 

Till God shall bid it fly. Thy heav'nly Father** caU. 
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They who feared the Lord, sfndke ofim one to aaaAet^ ifk 
Lord hearkened and heard tt....JliaL iii. 16* 

Tbk tongue, thoagfa but a little member, jret is capable i^being 
employed to the best lernceStCff to tkeirorst|mrpaacs» We ate as- 
sured he is a perfiect man wbo offends not in woitL He iaaman after 
God's own heart who prays daily, ^ Let the words of my mouth, and 
the meditatiOD of my heart be acceptable in thy sight,. O Lord, my* 
strength, and my Redeemer«''«««JPsalm xiz* 14« ^ Who is a wise 
man and endued with knowledgis amongst you? let him shew out of 
ja good oonversation his works with meduaess of wisdom#"#«#»Jamtit 
iii. 13. Thus perfisctioD, real godliness, and true wisdom are ascrSied 
lo^mr words and conversation* ^^ By thy words thou shalt be justi- 
£ed, and by thy words than shah be condemned*"-«»Matt» aUi* Stm 
Most weighty consideratiotts! Let us take heed that we offend mH 
srith our tongue. But most encouraging assurance, our God hearkms 
to his dear children when we ooATerse together about his kingdom 
andgiory, and our peace, edification, andholiness* Yea more: O, 
cendescendii^ lovei ^^ A book of remembrance was written before 
iiim of them who feared the Lord, and thought xxpvi his name**' 
Is such kind notice taken. of our converse? Then what emulation 
ought to fire us, that our tongues may edify and provoke eachother 
to love and good works! What shame to christians, that they too 
often meet and talk* and their poor hearts are ncitheredified, wami* 
ed, or comforted! Why is this? Truly the end of their oonversation, 
^ Jesus the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever," w^ts not coos^ 
deoed* He is always most worthy to be uppermost in our hearts and 
tongues* This, like a live coai from the altar, is the only fire to 
make cold hearts glow with love, and warm hearts burn with aJOfection* 
The best news of the day, the fittest subject for conversation, is the 
rich, free, sovereign grat^ of our God, the love of Christ, the glad 
tidibgs of the gospel, the joyful news of salvation finished by Jesus« 
This we are g<Hng fully to enjoy* What then should we talk of by 
the way but this? O disciple, dost thou find a dull frame and a sad 
heart? therefore, say est, I am unfit to converse of these things? 
This is really like staying from the fire, because cold, or abstaining 
from food, because hungry* Consider the conduct of the disdples* 
^ Jesus drew, near to them, and asks, what manner of communica* 
tions are these that ye have one to another, as ye walk, and are sad ?** 
•-*Luke xxiv. 17* Though they had lost sight of Jesus, though 
their hearu were sad about it, yet they refrained not talking and 
communing about him. And he soon made their hearts bum within 
them* ^^ Let your conversation be as becooneth the gospel of Christ^" 
Phil* i. 27. . 
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' speak con^«ftabfy uniokef..Hdsed Vi.U. 

Cahnal ease begets spiritual sloth. Outward prosperity often , 
brings leanness of souK Woridly joj^s, vhm pltfasui^s, and seiifeual 
%ra^ficatioii8, are cbntraty to the spiritual delights, holf comforts, 
•and godly conveihsaHbn df the soul. Of this observation we havb 
tiwfui evidence. Woeftil experience proves it. It is seldom s^eh 
^at the church of Christ in general, or liidividual methbers thrite 
tand pfospeirin soul, wTieh all without is 6asy, prosperous, ahdjoyM 
to the fleish. Like ** Jeshiirun, we wkx ftit and fcSck, forsake God, ind 
figlrtly esteem the rock of our sdv«tion.'\...Deut. xxiii. 15. 

But the head of his church, ever jealous for his own glory, cVer 
watchful in love over Ms own members, will not sufTer them to perish 
Vith a surfdt fifem woi^KBy kindness.* They shall mther bleed by the 
)dviTkg stroke of his hand, than Ml a sacrifice to the ^6rid and tiilb 
Hesh. Eartlily plants droop and wither by* too great heat froiil tM 
isun: so spiritual jdantshahg ther heads and decline under tlie wanfi 
iiuiishine of prosperity. "But," sahh the Lord, who d^ghtsihtM 
'spirhuai prosperity of his people, "I will allure therii to myielf;' t 
Will pte^suade of the evil of forsali^g mcj the fountftih df living 
waters, and hewing out to themselves brokiefn cisterns that will hoW 
iio water." The world, with all its gaudy shbw arid gKtt^ifhg variii 
ties, I wtif persuade them from. I will allure tb tkiysdf die f&uhtaiA 
bf r^al happiness, the source of solid comfort, the centre of all felidty; 
The Saviour, who was led into the wilde^ess to be te'mpted for the 
iR)uly will lead the sou! into the vrifdenM^ss to wean it froih its cdttial 
delights. In a solitary, desolate wilderness, there fs hoi^^g grows 
to please the flesh, but all is irksome dnd disagreeable to nature^ 
Here no path to (firect from danger and invite ia safety is found. 
Here wild beasts of prey roam. Hei^e (he welcoi^e footsteps of th^ 
traveller cinnot be tracedi Here nought but dteafy dread and con^ 
staiit fears haunt the mind. 'Just so i^ a witderiiess-state of io\x\\ 
O, whaft fears aiid sorrows pui»sue it I How' peiptexed abotit the way, 
From danger to safety! How gloomy, sad, and dejected is the heart} 
O, in stich a state how ready the soul to hear! O, how doth Go4 
there' teach the soul the profitable lesson of consideration! Former 
follies are reflected on with shame, past conduct is mourned* over, 
worldly objects rejected with contempt, the soul brought again to 
thirst dfter God ; Jesus and salvation becomes its cry a^ain. OV 
that it Were with me as in mohths paSt ! This is right. The Saviour 
tcprts to hear his meiiibers' thus bemoaning iheihselves. Thieni$ 
their ear open, and their heart attentive to hiii volce^; and he win 
speak, ildt whiat sh6 deseih^s, wrath ; but coiiifoitably unto her he^; 
" Fear not, t am thy Gorf, and thy great salvation." 

Voul.. Xk 
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^And they shall teach no more every :fHi» hU neighbour^ an^ 
every man his brother, sayimg. Know the Lord: for they 

shall all know me y from the, least of them unto the greatest 

» • • • . • 

. of them, sailh the Lord...Jer. xxxu 34. 

The outward teacbiDg of the word U to be prized* Diligei^t 
attendance on gospel-preaching ia by no means to be neglecte<i« 
Faithful ministera of Jeaua are to be esteemed highly in love for their 
works' sake* Christian conyersation is to be valued: none of these 
are here spoken against by our Ixml* Nof his appointing teachers, 
the Spirit's owning and blessing the word by them to the instruction 
and conversion of soulsi plainly prove the contrary* But Jesus^. 
.the substancoi being comef teaching, by types and shadows should 
Jbe no more* Men shall not teach one another by pretended revela- 
tions: but the ministration of the Spirit .should take place of the 
ininistration of the letter* Such should be the effusion of the Spirit 
after the ascension of Jesus ; that he should enlighten with his power 
and teach with his energy all the children of God* Every believer 
an Jesus has thb unction of the Holy Spirit, which teacheth him all 
thingSM.*! John ii* 20* Hence the babe in Christ, as well as the 
lather, is taught by the same divine Lord to know Jesus as the only 
and aloae*Saviour, the virtue of his precious blood, the perfection of 
Jiis atonement, the glory of his righteousness, and the completeness 
pf his salvation; taught to believe in his blessed name, and loFve his 
adorable person* O believer, is this absolute declaration, ^ they 
ahal^ all know me," thy mercy? Jehovah speaks with the voice of 
fDnnipotence* The Lord effects by the power of his sovereignty, 
TuKX SHALL all know me: are all men thus taught of God? Do ali, 
men know the Lord? We cannot say so* We dare not think so» 
The omirary is too evident* This teaching, this knowledge, is not 
general and universal, but ..special and peculiar to God'6 people only. 
Therefore his .grace proved effectual to thy calling, thy teaching. 
How ^aittf how fruitless would all other teachers have proved! 
but the work is his» the comfort thine* Ever reflect on the pride of 
tjiy nature, the obstinacy of thy will, the blindness of thy understand- 
ing, the desperate wickedness and unbelief of thy heart, and bow to 
)iis sovereignty. Give the Spirit all the glory for what thou know- 
f^stpf Jesus as thy hope apd salvation. . Now there is an essential 
difference between, believing and knowing. All men believe there 
is a God. But to know God is peculiar to regenerate souls. And 
this is the comforting criterion, to know him as our own sin-forgiv- 
ing God: for he adds, " 1 will forgive their iniquity; I will remem** 
ber their sin no more*" 

W« bleu the pro]^et of the Lord Uosanna to thy glorioms name. 
That comes with truth and grace ; Who call'd us by thy grace ; 

Jesus, thy Spirit and thy word Thy mercies lay a sovereign claim 

Doth teach us in thy ways. - To our ixomortal pnust. * • 



ISto indn hiving piit M^ hofid to the pbughy and looking 
back, is Jit for the kingdifm (^ God.. ..Luke ix. 62, • 

Th£ eytf though a little member^ yet perhaps of all others is 
the greatest inlet to temptation. The first motion to sin entered hf 
seeing* Evft saw the fruit Mras good and pleasant to the eye* 
Looking begat longing^; so hist was c^ceiTed, and brought forth 
sin* Sin when it was finished brought fi^rth death upon her and all 
her posterity* WHen satan dared to tettipt Jesus, he - begafi the' 
attack by presentitig to his view the kingdoms, of the world and the 
glories thereof* Seein|^ this, what reason is there, with Job, to 
Tnake ai^ovenant ti^ith our eyes!' with David* to pray daily, ** Turn 
away mine eyes froni'beholding vanity i'' No state more awfiil thftti 
to set out in the best cause, and to turn back to the worst enemy^ 
The last end of such is most dreadful* Most deplorable indeed, to 
turn away froi^ following Jesus, and make shipwreck of faith and n 
good conscience* / 

Whether he be minister or disciple who hath put hia hand to tl&e 
gospel-plough, if his ieyes are attracted to, and his heart allured afiter 
the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye^ and the pride oflifey these 
will render him unfit for the kingdom of Cod*' For these m^ as 
contrary to the Spirit, frame, and genius i>f Jesus and his kingdom, 
as heaven is to hell* No man can serve two such opposite masters* 
If thou hast chosen Jesus for thy portion and thy all, wherefore dost 
thou look back to the world? What slight and contempt doth sttch a 
conduct pour upon blessed Jesus! It is a sad evidenee the heart -isr 
Dot whole with him* Such conduct speaks loudly, as ^dirgh there 
was somewhat desirable in Christ and his ways; but not enbughto 
win the heart wholly, engage the affbctions entirely, and fin the 
mind with happiness completely* ^^11 any man draw back, my 
soul, saith the Lord, ahall have no pleasure in h!m«'^ And verily* 
such a soul can have no pleasured in &od* Whither then will he 
fiy? to what refuge betake himself in the hour of calamity, aiid in 
the day of distress? Oh! a forsidcen Jesus,^ a slighted gospel, and 
neglected salvation, will wound the conscience with the keenest 
sting* See to it, O profesisorj watch over thylustfiil eye* If'is- 
ever looking back to, and longing after mort from this world than 
thou at present possesseth* O, beware of thy deceitful heart, kst 
that tumeth from Jesus to the world* If so, thy hand wilt soon let 
go the gospel-plough: and yet you will find Carnal pleas for jpbut^ 
conduct* Many poor, dry, barren professors, have, ever a reai^on 
(such as it is) at their tongues-end for their coVetous, worldly* 
minded spirit: when it is easy to observe, like Lot'a wife, they, 
fbce about to Sodom, and are become a standing'moimnHent of God's 
displeasure* *^ But," saith the apostle, of all the faithful members of 
Jesus, '' beloved, we are persuaded better things of you, and things 
that accompany salvation, though we thus speak."*.*«Heb* vi. 9m 
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Search the scriptures 3 for in themjff ikink ye h0ve .etfrHfft 
life; and 0^ are they which (eftify ^m^.^John Yt ^9. 

It was an excellent reply of ^ ^^^stian l^Af to a f^effing infidel, 
irho vented pro£u\e banter oponth^ 8cnpt^reS] a)!^ aake^i W^^l 
proof she could give of tlii^ tnith of holf writ? ^ Yo^raetfj Sii^' 
aaiid she, ' ia one;' for it is written» ^ Tbe^re shi|lLc#^e in tHf )^| 
^ys scoffers, walking after their o^fh lu^tat"M«.3. Pel* ii> 3^ , £yf n 
^tan, when he tempted pur Lor49 thoff^gh he diu?fd tp p^i^er^ y«| 
be never once attempted te deny holy sc^pture to b^ |b« truths fiC 
Qod* Shame to proiesaors who are ignorant pf God'« lirord* F^ 
Je^os and eternal life are rerealed therein. Even d^^l^ who bavf 
no hope from the scriptures, seem well Teraedin tbem- But nay 
]x>t Jonadab's question to Amnon be put even to sonae of Ckd's jchil^ 
dren, ^y Why art thou, being a king's son, . lean iram day^ to dayi" 
t««*d Sam. xlii. 4« . Leanness of ^ul comes on many through neglect 
ing the nourishing truths of God's word* It is the rich feinl of Oixft 
father's love* By it the soul is fe^ and nourished up tp ^^mA life. 
VerUy, when we lose our appetite for the scriptures, and l^i^jrate 
ifeot savoury food to us, it is because our souls are diateiKp«vod> 
. ^^ They testify of me," saith Jeaua* la not that wovd enfough) 
^hat so sweetly, so ppwerfiilly eng^ginig to ^e 991^9 A^i^en^aoma't 
vbat of our dear Saviour is to be le^ined fronn^ye.ry p^ge? Tbct 
pore we are acquainted with his precious. pi^riH^, his. ^in^^isig )ajrt% 
his wonderful humility, his astpnishiixg ^^ff^ings, l^^fiiiiish^id.w^ii^' 
911 earth, ^ much the more will he be en^eafed to out hearta. W<» 
%hall prize the word that testifies of him, and the Spirit thai gbrifiea 
\im;} we shall think of him, love him, lixe upon bim^. live^ ^ faim* 
V>ng to bf^ iprith turn from day to day* Stp w^ shall beguiileiall our 
troubles and trials b^low ; our hea^s will be simple and happy;, om* 
conversation and conduct will be n^ore like tike meek Laml^ of Qod*. 
'Thus shall we grow as Phar^oh'^ <<kine) f«^-fieske4 ai»dl weH4avored» 
while we feed in God's n^ieadow«"****Gen* xH* \%p If we neglect: 
tiie scriptures that testify of Jesus, no marvel if we oojcge' i|ot th» 
comfort of th/e Spirit's witness of Jesus* Say% Luthier^ ' Let tile: 
Lord taite me put of life this housCi or when it pleas^ him, I leaye: 
fhis behind nie, I will pwn Jesua Christ for my Loud ai|d my God. 
'This I have not only out of the scriptures, but by manifold experiencef 
also, for tl^e name Jesus hath often helped andciomfortedJBe, whea 
Ufft creature could.' ^< Holy .spriptures are able to ma]^« us wise untos 
salvation, through &ith, which i^ in Christ JesN^'\-*3 Tim»iiL 15w> 

Creat God ! mine eyes with pleasure Let the false raptures of the rajlnd, 
On the dear Yolaroeof thy book ; [look. Be lost and vanish in the wi«d: 
Thcve my. Redeemer's ftice 1 see, Hene I can fix fijr hope secare ». 

4jnd read his name who dy 'd for inc. This is thy, word ^ mas^ ei^iice. 
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X^-eurd c^attojefus the. Mediator qf the new covenant, 
and to the blood qf sprinkling. ...Heb. xii* 24, 

Whi;« froin^eftl vni alFection for their beloved mastery the 
diiciplef wo^d have called for fire from heaveni ^^He rebuked tbem^ 
paying) Ye know not what manner of spirit ye are of**' In young dis* 
|!i{))QS there is often much heat of zeal which is not according to know^ 
ledge t they know but little what evils they are called from» and what 
privileges they are come to* It behoves all to be diligent in readings 
hearing, and studjrimg, the truths of Jesus. So the Spirit makes 
Vi^ise heads and joyful hearts. To see, taste, and feel somewhat of 
Jesoa from the law, the types and figures^ the prophesies, promiseSf 
l^nd the gospd, is the chief concern of simple souls ; so their hearta 
are daily more and more established in faith ; and they know more 
assuredly that they are really come to Jesus. When we read of 
Moaea sprinkling the people, and crying out, ^< Behold the blood of 
the eoven^t,"*.««Exod. xisiv. 8.»..this comfortably reminds ua of , the 
pafdc^ c( ain by the precious blood of the dear Lamb ; and h^w 
the apri^kting of thi$ b^ood purifies the heart from sin, and the coa^ 
acienoe tfoisa guilty by faith. 

The acceptable sacrifice of Abel, by which he obtained intneaa 
that he was righteotis, brings to our minds the most excellent aacri- 
ficeofoup dear Saviour. Thi^ speaks righteousness, peace, lovc^ 
and salvation to our souls ; this silences all guilty fears ; this revives 
and comforts drooping, trembling hearts, knowing that iesus is ous 
^ar and eveivH>viag Mediator before the throne* This g^ves bold<» 
ness and confidence of free access to God, and freedom of heart to 
drawiugh to, love him, and rejoice in him* Whatever our varioua 
caaeai frames, and circumstances are, our only wisdom and com&ift 
lies in slmirfy commendihg all to Jesus, knowing that we are ccoxm 
to him, and live ecmimrtably, by daily coming to him* la sin on« 
aorrow, grief, and burden i Jesus has a plea for it ; he does aot 
extenuate qt excuse it. Nor should we; but confess it with all ita 
aggravations : his blood speaks before the throne ; the Spirit beara 
witnesa to k* When tlie voice of m and terror ta heard in thy coi^ 
aciencoy Chriat's blood speaks pardon from God^ freedom from con^ 
demnation, peace of conaciencey joy of heart, and a hope full of 
imBioitality^ Happy to be come to Jesus, and joyful to believe m 
himjaa our MetUator. O, how full of the richest .consolation lathis 
Word ! ^' If we oonjfesa our ains. Cod ia fUthful and Just to forgive ua 
our sins, and to deai^se us from all unrighteousness* "....l Johai* Su 

Oiir Jetas.cstt''d aad bade \x\ toitit Christ i» our MedUtov deair . 

To him fQf ««B» and rest ; Before the throne o£ God: [him. 

Our soula obc)('d hte hMvv^'nly voice> OucconiacieQce finds swe^ peaos wviii^ 

And we ia Mn. ate Us^t. Now spcinkled ^tth bis Uood. 
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My little children, oftokom I travail in hirlh again laiiU 
Christ be formed in you. ...Gal. iv. 19. 

*. Makt uncere discipteSf who are conviBced <tf tifi} hope in. 
diemtelves cut off, aii4 have fled to Jesus for refuge, are often dU-^ 
tressed because they have not been under such dreadfol terrbrs of 
legal wrath which othav talk of, and are miataken ftr the pangs and 
tittvaU of the new birth* But there is no authority ftom aerq>ture t» 
condsde we n^vst have such great terrora of hell and <tamaatioA era 
ire come to and believe on Christ* Naft the law may work great 
wrath in the cooscieQcef and yet the soiid never be converted to 
Jesus and the holiness of the gospeU The Spirit is asoverei^ agent* 
Enlightened, convinced souls are diffetently wrought on ; some feel 
more, others less tenros ; but each see the/sinfuiness of sin, their lose 
atale by nature the spirituality of the lawvid the prcciousness of 
Jestts heforo; they wUl come- to Mm» Qn aucb the dear Saviour 
^ sees the-.travaii of his soulf and.is satisfied/'«M4sa« tiii* 1 1 • Zion, 
the chumhfifr her living members, traviulstn futhandprayerr and 
hy hery aa» the maithar) childien are brought fQrth*«.Jsa* -Ixvi. s; 
MiniaterSf in their painful labours and endeavouray tr»vail that soala 
may be bom to fcs«ft< « 

• > Thus laboiious and affectionate Paul travailed m birth agidn bit 
Ih^ apoalatiztng Oabttiamu He had been in pain for them till they 
wore^brought fi>rlh at first aa a holy seed in tiieir conversion t» 
Jesus; imt now his soul was pained at thgdr turning back again to 
the law.. Children of God, though little in knowledge, and weak* 
in ficdthf are as ^earto Jeausas adult, christians; so are they to his 
^ulhfiil miiusters* But they are fear&l of believing too much in^ 
and trusting too nifbch on, the finished worik of Jesus* Their poor 
kgal hearts are everv now and then» looking to the law, and leahing* 
to something of their own; but the 9[wit will not leave such to^abidb 
in a feeble, infimtine state. . Ministers . labour and travail .for their 
growth in^ grace, by the knowledge of Jesus: >^the gracious Spirit, bf 
Ihe word, forms Chriat mcH^ perfectly in them; he increases more- 
perfect knowledge of his finished salvation, in the fiiU atonement of 
hisblood> the perfectitm of his righteousness, and the prevalency of 
}m mtercession for their justification and acceptance wil^ God: and 
also ia their sanctification, he more perfectly forms the image of 
Christ in them» aa to the disposition of their hearts and conformky 
ofrtheir lives« ^ W« are dianged into his image by the Spirit ol 
lhc.Lord»"..«2 Cor. iii, ,18, 

Glory to Cod the Spirit give» Daar I«oid» tboQ Spirit, with us sta/j ' 
' FvQfn ^bose almigbty pow'r. And let us not tliee gvteve ; 

Oiir souls thoir keav'jnly birtkderLvf , O, guide us thro' our desert wajt . 
And lilett the iiappy hour* . • * And neveri siever Leave* '- " ' ' - 
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/(SSHS said unto him, Wher^qre didst thou doubt K.^ 

Matt.TLVi. 31. ... 

, ' The best of men are but men at the best. The most eminent 
saints of God have experienced doubting, fearful frames, as well at 
believing, joyful ones* We have many instances of this in the bold 
and courageous Peter* . Now, at the command of Ihs master, we 
behold him walking safely on the surface of the great deep. Here h^ 
honored his master's word, was very safe and comfiMrtabk while he 
believed his power. To see Peter walkkig upon the liquid' ootai^, 
is not more beyond the power of reason to comprehend and account 
for, than to see a poor sinner comfortably living »id wallcing by Mtll 
on the Son of Gody in spite of all the raging waves of unbelief, lust, 
and corruptions* ^. \ 

. But as it was with Peter, so is it often with the believer* The 
workings of Peter's natural senses, the suggestions of hiscaraal 
reiason, opposed the actings of his faith ; he heard the roaring winds, 
]he saw the boisterous waves, he considered the bulk and weiglirof 
his body, and then, up reason, down fidth*. Reason asanrcsfaiili 
fiuid water camnot support him. Hence he doabt% be feari, 'lie 
sinks. So the poor sinner, who hath heard the inviting voice of 
Jesus, and obeyed the word of his grace^ to believe on utu^ walks 
sweetly and comfortably for a season; but Miooy cormptiiinslike the 
purging billows, lift up their threatening heads; temptations^ £te 
the stormy wind blow vk^cntfy upon him ; the thunderings of a fiery 
law ate heard; he thinks incensed justice puiisues him, and that the 
face of majesty looks stem upon him* Hence he reasona ttpcm 
what he is, what he has done, and what he may expect f and all in 
nature, sense, and feeling is i^ainst him» O then, be doubts ia 
bis mind and sinks in hia spirits! But when he reflects, Jesus.is above 
all, he is mighty to save; then, seeing all hc^ in him, and. none 
beside him, he cries, *^ Lord save, or 1 perish*" This ia.xigfaiu 
bur Saviour loves to hear his po(M? disciples cry to htm. He is near 
them, and, as Peter was, they are always within the reach of his 
arm. He loves their persons, apqpiroves their crying,, but reproivea 
their doubting. Wherefore didst Tnou doubt? Though thy sins 
have reached to heaven, yet my Uood is before the throne* Who 
shall lay any thing to thy charge ? It is God that justifieth, who shall 
condemn thee? I have died, what shall destroy thee, seeing I am 
able to save to the very uttermost ?*...Veriiy, O Jfso, to the^po^r 
and needy in their distress, thou art a refuge from the storAu.*» 
Isa. Kxv. 4. 

What tho* the host of d«ath and kttt, A friend and helper so divme, 
All ftrm'd against me stood, Dbes my weak courage raiie f 

Why should their terrors shake fny sold! He makes the glorioos victory mtaev 
My refac# is my God. And his shall he thepvatit* 
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If ye lawm iHese things, happy art ye if $e ihthem,... 
John xiil. 17. 

Jxsts is a prophet to teaefa^ a priest to alon^) and a king to 
ftign by love in the hearts of all his subjects. So a christian receives 
the Lord Jesns. Faith in him begets an ear of love to Ms doctrine* 
and a heart of obedience to his commands* Let no one call evait^ 
gelical obedience^ legal bondage. For, every precept that dn^ 
from the month of Jesns, flows from love to ns. When he saith, 
**Do thisi" it is for thy happiness and good, O soul. ^ Avoid 
that:'* love is careful of thee, ^ Do thyself no harm." This is 
pleasant to the renewed soul to hear, his happiness to obey. Faith in 
Jesns makes all things easy* ^^His commandments are not grievous." 
To know them is onr privilege. To dp them is our happiness. 
• Say,, O christian, is not this thy. experience? Art thou not happy 
iad(»ng the will of Jesus, wlio died for our sins ? Art thou not delight- 
ed in obeying Jesus^ who hath made peace between God and thy soul? 
Art thott not joyfbl in glorifying thy Father, by bringing fonh the 
fruits of righteousness, which ai^ by Jesus Chrittt? Verily in keep- 
ing tliy commandments, O Lord, there is great rewaord of grace; 
In peace and happiness of soul now; and hereafter such shall hear 
that joyful sentence from onr laving Saviour, ^ Come ye blessed of 
say Father^ inherit the kingdom prepared ixxt you from th«f fbunda- 
tiiQii (tf the w<MM."...«Matt. xxv. 34. Then shscfl the works of the 
righteous be owned and proclaimed by the judge* They are called 
to inherit tile kingdom. Why? Because blessed of God the Father 
sdthatt sj^ritual blesshigs in Christ Jesus. Hence the kingdom H 
prepanid for thesi bdbre the foundation of the world. But h con- 
s&atea no part of the believer's ha^ine^, to do any work whatso- 
evecv whereby te entitle Mmseff to the fiitof of Ood ; or to make 
the work of salvaCioH more eflectual dnm' the blood aik]f righteousness 
of the Son of God hath. No; this is to* be rejected a3 the vilest 
slwrecy, the w^rst of drudgery ; contfrarp' to-firith ; inconsistent with 
christian^love; and derogatory to the saltiation of Jes^^. Lmlief 
was went to^ say, ^ if picking up tf straw wouM savier me, I wbutd 
not do it; it wbuld be an act of dnbeCef of my dear Lord's salvation : 
but being already saved by Je^U9, through his graces I wbuld g6 
timugh five and wa^ to* obey his coirnnands.*' Where Jesus itf 
Ifie X\%si^ the ik)nl, thi^ wiU be manifest, in obedience to Ms com- 
sn^da. <^ Blessed is' the msm who deHghteth greatl^y iii his conk- 
]nandn»snts*^V.;.P'sdAi' estiiv I. 

a 

I hear thy word with love, For ever sure thy promise, Lord, 
And I would fiiA obey : Here I secut^ly trwvi 

Send thy yood Spirit from above- While o£ thy worics I stnjf, 

. To guide me Ictt I stti^. . Thy glory to proclaim, 

How pevfiBct is fh]p word ! Accept the praa»e» myrGodtatfd Klnf , 
And sU thy judgments justy la my Redeemer's name. 
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t 

Mmji thereife which say of my soul. There is no help for 
. him in God. Selah....Psalm iii. 2. 

Had David's foes said i>f hiiUy He deserves no help from God ; 

!ht would readily have oinied this as a great truth* As Gcki's ohil- 
dreu are comforted by the truth, so the enemy advances lies to dis- 
tress diem* When he attacks their fidth and comfort, he boldly 
impeaches the love and i^thfulness of their God* ^^No help for me 
in God y O, my soul, vrilt thou listen to this suggestion ? Canst 
tiiou indulge such a thought one moment ? Art thou beset with dis- 
tress of soul, and surrounded with troubles and difficulties? Art thou 
tinging a melancholy note? Selah, suth David: pause, consider' 
tius; lift up thy mind to attend; how dishonorable to thy God, how 
destructive to thy faithi peace, love, and holiness, is this ! Know 
the voice of thy enemy* Hear the voice of thy Saviour* His word 
is adapted to thy circumstances, however distressing or desperate* 
>< Thou hast destroyed thyself !" What is added ? Perish b'thine own 
undoings, take it for thy pains ? No: for almighty love proclsdms 
its own triumph ; ^^But in me is thine help.''.***Hos. xiii. 9. 

^Man is bom to trouble as the sparks fly upward*'* When bom 
again he finds more enemies and trouUes than ever : a sihful nature 
burdens him, carnal hists perplex him, satan tempts and accuses him^ 
unbelief besets and dejects him ; but, most joyful tmth, God is his 
dear Father, Jesus his precious Saviour, ^he holy Spirit his loving 
comforter* Where should the poor sinnei* look ? To whom should 
the exercised, afflicted soul go ? Happy for him when with David, 
he goes with childlike simplicity, and tells his sorrowful complaints 
to his dear Saviour; ^^Lord, how are they increased that trouble 
me ! Many rise up against me*" They say of my soul, ^^ There is 
nahdp fcHrme in God*" The Saviour loves to hear his members' 
con^laints ; he delights to redress them* Thus, when driven from 
all hope and help from within and without, then they honor him in 
fidth and prayer* ' As when the little child is affrighted with lying 
stories, it flies to the arms of its father for safety, tells him of its foars, 
and thus its little heart gets ease ; so David found it : his experienc- 
ed heart cries out, ^ Thou, O Lord, art a shield for me ; my glory, 
and the lifler-up of my head* Salvation belongeth unto the Lord ; 
thy blessing is upon thy people*" Thus, though a mournful com- 
I^aint ushers in this Psalm, yet it concludes in the joy and triumph of 
fiuth* ^Though weeping may -endure for a night, yet joycometh 
in the moming*"****P8idm xxx* 5* 

Th6' weeping^ for a njgkt endure, O, listen then unto hit word. 
And foes distress' my heart ; In his sweet promise trust : 

Yet in the morning joy is sure : Thy fbes shall flee before thy Lord, 
Onr Saviour takes my part. Who faithful is and just. M. , 

Vol. L .LI 






Jhc9t«h3iw.tkir^f, br€lhrmf klf (hi mercUs .^ Odi, 
that ye present ycvr MIm a living sacrifice^ holy, 
acceptably unto God^ which is your reasonable service.... 
Bom- xii. 1. 

)usT hcfyre qi^ de«r S»viour left hU«pott|e»]hf gave thtmlbU 
<OllMnis«ioq, ^^ French th^ S^sp^i" gM 4<iu»g« of the «v«itealiQr 
loye ««4 I9cnpy of Qckl^ in Ch^stt to poor finw^ Hj this tnidb 
Ikrough ihe.pover vf th« Spirit* mm\^ 9^ hfpm^ht txi repeotNicc^ 
futtif laid salvsOi^n ; and by thfi «we«t {orof a^d coofltraioing io&r 
fikce of ih^ saip^ trutk| beUevers ara to )^ exborudi foiimated) and 
atirr^ vp to glorify G<k1 in their souU aiod bpdiea which are hia* 
Tl^p WM the apostiea' practice. With what affection Md love da 
ttmj «d^pe«9 the members of Jewa ! The aoinul of wrath and terrofy 
Ihe thimderwga of hell and damnatiop are nat u^ed tQ aoUiera ia the 
^i^iap of Jeaf^« No \ they are exhort^ by /oi^ iumI m^rty* So we 
^igbt t9 hear : and from th^9e ijooat powerful motive? wc ohe^r- 
|i^y obey* We present our bodies a living aacrifice upon that altar 
which comsecrates the gilt, even Jesus* We are holy in hiiaa, accep* 
faUff i^iitp God through him* We own it ^our ro^^wable service ;" 
we ^r^ pot our own* We admowledge it our bpuudep duty. Cbrial 
liatii bought us with the price of fa^s own blood* Lord) give p^wtt 
to obey; and command what thou wilt* Consider^ O christian, wbii^ 
thy poor aoid was dead in treapaa^es and sins, thy body waa ^ wr^tQhiad 
alay^ to t))e dniflgery of aatan and thy vile iusta* Now a iMtftf 
maslei' dem^otda its aervioe. It ii» of God's mercies m Christ thy 
fQul is x^uickened^ and by the sapiiB mercies thw ^ required Uf 
yield tby ho4y as a living sacri^^^ 1% U now t^ temple of th« 
JHoly Ghost, theDeJbra to be conseciTijbe^ ¥> ^^f p^iipoaes. 

Waa David 90 fAmf^ with the distii^ishiog ^vor pf )>ciog a kjugt 
^ to dance j(9yft»^y bef(^ tju^ ark ?.»««9 Sam* ri. 14* O, consider ow 
(P^^nial mt^F^ea in C^st, l^ing kinga and priests unto Qodl Medi* 
^^ daSyi hourly op t^s* How §)iou!ld it ^Qe^t our. hearts with tOTCi 
;r«^^ PHr spirits m triun^ph, inflame; pur a8ecid<^§ with a^ fi>r God'a 
glory I (W fpirit^ merpie^ arf ppt Qomnion to all* Carnal mm 
Me Ignorant of, and de^ pis^ them. styidy then t© approve youF- 
selves as the ppcuUay, l^igMy djtingiwhed frvprites of heaV^n^ 
A» the ekot of Gpd, be cjothe^ with bumijity : ft^ as ktagfl* sona^ 
live upon h^v^jjy food j wvj act iw thoae who diaw no^ dem^ w 
■th^ms^lVes by a practigp b^Iqw t])^<^yal dipiity. <<}lQ.^at aaltfc 
he abideth in Christ, ou^ht hims^f ' also so to. Ifftlki. fivan asi hf 
walked."....! Iqhn ii. 6. 

ft 

The tepder ipercie^ of ihj God . Thy sqij and bo^y offer U{| 

Daily recouut my soul, A Hvih|j wcrificc, 

O live and spread his praise abroad^ JHoly to God thifb' Jesu's loyc*^ 

While love thy pow'rs controul. Let nothing less suffice.* M* 



ness; for they shall be JUkij..,M4iL V. 6./ 

To thtfBt «ftai ll«plHft(l«» \* iMMl^ To ««el K ftwit Wnmg 
«ibj^ts is AaEtttvaK T6 dMbte Co ««da^ & IMl of miftety, andenjo^ 
t place of hapjiiftes^ is eqoftlljp Biituf ftU. If this m^ be tttlle^ ftaftav 
tioli> all metk wkh to bo 9&V6tfL The iAo!lt wicked tnafiHsh t6 ^ die 
the death of th« v^hteoua, «id thiit their lAst ^d' iteay t)e RtTe hi«^'^ 
This eVerf iiMtti io oq^Me Ofas ^ ntttonal, inteffij^nt beiiig. A«id 
mnanf are striding ta ihake themttelves irighteotxs xn orAtt to be sared.^ 
fiflt to desbe ^aliatioA kf^ God** wa^, to htuiget ai«d tHirM afteir 
ChridY t^ his righfeOHiniifci^ id peculiar to tiie quUdkened otityi 
The dead hunger iiot# Spiiitu^d appetites apt iiig Ircmr spiiifual Rfe;. 
A Mtiira! itiati ttsb Hd Mttit teelt to fiff his belly witfi lite east whkd^ 
Or ftllaf his tMrst iHth \ht smi-4)eaiiis, as' do this-. 

1^0 Uow oorselvies to be tftiserable sihtters> destitute of righteoi^i- 
Hess, to belieye ChHst has obtained' it lor ils, aAd to hunger alutv 
thirst after it, this lies at the foundatfOU of true godtiness; thii 
diterii into the rery essence of oUf reKgion*. Such $elf-eihptiedj 
Irangrf, and thirsty toulit are blessed: forthey shall be filled ;fflt^ 
inith all the blessmgs of Jesus' everlasting righteotisness ; dcdepftai^oe 
Urith Gody pardon of sins^ aud peace from Cod; filletf with tha- 
fndtB of righteousness which are by Jei^s Christ; with all the graced 
of God's Spirit on earth, and with alt the fulness of^Cdd hi giory^ 
<* This is the heritage of my servants, m&tkdr rightecttnteith U tfitu;* 
saith precious Jesus... Jsa. Hv« 1 1. ^ The skleS pour doWii righteous* 
ness, the fiuthful open their hearts atid receive it/^...Isa. !k1v. ^^ 
0» whal detightfal fellowship and* intercourse subsist betw^n hekvi!il. 
atnd eairth; hungry souls and righteous /esus! Says Bishop ttill!, 
' if Jesus had not said, ^ Blessed are thoite who hung^,'' i knotT 
Hot what couMkeep weak chriatiaus from despair. Many times, lA t> 
eandoistefindandcomplainlWiUieJesus; I wMi toelijoy hint. )7osi^ 
this is Hiy stay, he in tnercy esteenis u^ nolby having) Ikrt des&iliig 
also.. There lietel^ was a soi^ mscarried^ Willi lOlighig after gtace^^ 
O hlessed hunger diat ahrayaeiidirinfblness! I am §orry } cm tat 
hunger, yet would not be Ml; for the Messing' is promised totho 
hungry/ As verily as the righteous man, 5esus, wrought Out 
righteousness for sinful man^ all thirsty soulsr who come to firm itfralt 
\t filled with righteousness. For he ^ fills the hungry with goo<f 
ti^gV*^ while ^ he scfldir' tfie nch (€re self^nghteotM); empty 
away»"— JLukii i. 53^ 

Dor aew-hom seals d» et«r sravt Lerd^.fiff ottr Itvfifry, tklmy Soali, 
For rii^eoninen we've logt i With fiitisff iag food; 

That ire m Jesos may be fottnd^ Blest in thy iiterffs ntsjr vrs Ve, . 
Ab4 bgr htm Ipe msdt \fax. And paiiftoii<4 by thy Vbod. If ; 



ftM SEPTEBIBER U. 

ThereiSitkerrfcre, now notmdemmtkM t§ than which afir 
in Christ Jesus.. ..Rom. viii. !• 

Mr« Btr BKXTT observes^ < tlik chapter is a wamrnvrj of evaagelical 
dutjTy and a magazine 'of chostian caadartfi i^ begins^ with n^ 
condemnation to belterers, and ends with no sefMoration from the 
lore of God*' It is natural to concave, if we had never sinned 
there would be.no condemnadon against us; fanit> that now we 4m 
smnersy and naturally under the condemning sentence of God's- hc^ 
law ; that yet there-is now no condemnation to usi this our cavnal rea* 
aon cannot amceiTey and therefore opposes it. But itu God's tmtii 
and the joy of fiuth* This unfolds the great mysteryi tiiat we «re 
one with Christ: Tiewed, belovedy and chosen in him. This gloH^ 
ously displays the attributes of Jehovah's justice and holiness ; whil^ 
a foil and ample discharge from all condemnation is obtuned froa^ 
Ids righteous law, to all Christ's members* Therefore^ that blessed 
name Jesus is above every name to us* In this, and everjr other 
matter of salvation^ to him every believer's knee will bow, • and his 
heart confess, Christ is idl in all* . Rich privilege to be in Christ 
Jesus ! Unspeakable happiness to be freed from all condemnationi 
Blessed effects of covenant«union with Christ! Joyfol ^cperience of 
the grace of foith in him I To have such a knowledge* and pasa such 
a judgment upon thy aoul^ O christian, is just aind right* Itisthy^ 
duty and privilege at all times* Practice it* 
t As to Jesus, how readest thou? ^'The Lord hath laid upon Mm 
the iniquity of us all*"*«**Isa. tiii* 6* ^^ Christ bore our sins in his 
own body on the tree*"****l Pet* ii*. 24* ^Xhrist suffered, the just 
"for tiie unjust*"*«*.l Pet* iii* 18* ^We have redemption throu^ 
his blood, the forgiveness of sins* He was made sin for iw, who 
4»ewno sin*" Can we read all this without singing a triumphant 
jci^enge, ^^Who then shall lay any thing to the charge of God's 
elect? Godthat justifi^? Not Whoishethatcondemneth? Christ 
thffft diedi yea, rather that is risen again, who is even at the riglrt 
handof God, #ho also mafceth intercession for us?"****Rom* viM. 
^3^ 34*. Here is the prions triumph of foith* Thou art <^ carnal, sold 
^mder sint"*f«*Rom* vii* 14« In thy flesh dwelleth no good things 
though thou hast no reason for confidence in the flesh, yet. always 
abundant cause to rejoice in Christ Jesus: for in him thou art per- 
fectly righteous; In him for ever freed from all condemnation. O 
believer, thou art called ever to rejoice in this liberty, and to evidence 
it by walkings <<not after the flesh, but after the Spirit*" 

Strange mystery of wond'rous grace ! O, may the precious- faith of tht|» 

I'm fall of sin, yet not condemn'd ! Daily enliven all my pow'rs. 

I stand in Jesu's righteousness I To run the road to heav'nly blistt 

By him froas ey'ry sin redeemed. In Christ rejoicing all my hoars. |€. 
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1^X0^1 putn^fiar in their hearts^ that they ifkiU not dcpaH 
from me...Jer. xxxii. 40. 

I - •...;••■ ^ . 

I ynvL 2(oAi they; tBALz.* Such is God's gracious way of saving 
Imb. pei^le: wlule prtMid legal hearts and self-righteoua spirits, pufk 
^ with Qotipoa of free-»wiUr are cYert^ntending for terms and con^ 
dit;iens tpihe performed by* dead sinners in order to be saved; or by 
(M^eatitrpsi insufficient of themselves to think a goodthoi^tf to secure 
«nd make, effectuid sahmtipn to their owli souls. But this fear of God 
is a blessing of the covenafit of grace* Naturally the fear of God is 
not in our heaits* It is (me black mark of an unregenerate person 
^<he bn^ no fear.^tf Godbefore his eyes." How awful! how deplp^ 
frtrie is this ! Yet^ naturally we feait not the power of the Lord^ nor 
dreieid his wrath; nor are we ait afi sennble of our danger. What 
wonder of love! What matter of thankftifaiess, that the Lord hath 
pur bis fetfr in (hy heailt, O christian! The fear of ^he Lord is the 
beginning of wisdom. • It is. perfectly consistent with the strongest 
laith, the most mfiamed love, and the highest spiritual joy. Though 
by &ith in J^sus tire are delivered fiom a servile, slavish fear of God^ 
which fills us with legal terrors ; yet we are possessed of a filial^ loving 
fear towards him^ as to a tender and affectioaate father. 
• This fear shall dwell in the hearts of saints all their days. .Thit 
fear keeps souls from sinning agailbst the God of love. The blessed 
effect of it is, ^' that they shall kevisr depart from me," saith the 
LcMrd. Thy soul, believer, being rooted and grounded in the truth 
as it is in Jesus, by the holy Spirit, expecting life and salvation* 
through faith m him, shall nbvee nsPART from this good (dd vray^ 
pi the Lord, into bye-paths of hiunan errors and destructive ways of 
total apostacy and final unbdief. The Lord's fear shall preserve 
Hhee . in thy Lord's truth* Though .thine enemies, the worid, the 
fiesh, and the devil, should surprise ^thee into sin against thy Lofd; 
fhould draw thee frosn sweet oommunion with him; yet shalt thou 
feiM* to ^' lie down in thy 8hame» while con&sion covers thee.** 
Thou shalt remember,' Jesus e^r lives to save to. the 4ittennostall 
siittters who come unto God by him. Thou shalt fear to seekto SEfqr 
other (inject but him; so shi^ thou return by faith and repentanoe 
^o him. <^ Hi^py is the man that feareth always*"..«J^v«saLviii. 14« 

Salvation is for ever nigh Christ's rigbt^ovsneM ti fspie before^ 

The souls that fear and trust the Lord ; To give us free access to Qod ; 
And grace descending from on high. Our wandering feet shall straj no more, 
fresh hopes of glory shall aiford. But mark his steps and keep die road. 



SM 8SFTEMBER M. 

Fbtwe whkh hMe helievid^ dd enter into feit..,JSteb. it.% 

Whev Christ is known and beUered on in tlie heart, ease and 
test are enjoyed io the conseiente. Theteitffe Jetna ia esteemed ». 
precious Savkmr. The operatioitt of the Sjliril prove tfiat he is p^ 
COM rosTSB, bf thus leading us to Chrislu Hence ftatik and ezperi^ 
ence go hand in hand» There remsiiaeUi Imt the people of God a 
test, peffect and unintermpted In gloiy. We have ^le earnest or 
Ihe Inheritamce of it onearthr bf fiiltb we entet into it: aad wUla^ 
we alude in Jesuil we enjoy rest. WiM> ii able to conceive? WhO 
candescribe the tumult of coneclence, the distiess^ soolf Under a 
feeling sense of ain and ficat of wrath? Neaeeaft^bKittheheiuftwhiehr 
knows its own bitterness* Who can express the sweet peaecf the 
ealm repose of diat soul vHui finds irest in Mils? It is a joy whicb^ 
a stranger intermedctteanot with. 

It w48 God's command under^ the laW| ^ Wliefta man hath fakets 
t new iMt9 he shall not go^ wit to war ftr one year*''....Detit» xxiv. 5^ 
This is somedmes the case with the ehildten of fidch. When thef 
are first married to the Lamb, and hare just eiltered inta his fest^ 
the souildof war is not heard in their Gaftq> Ibr aseason. Jesus keeptf. 
thebr souls in undisturbed repose: no enemf ia suffered to annoy 
llieni. The joyftil sound of the juUlee-trmnpet proclaims in their 
heart fiili freedom and sweet liberty fixon the guilt of sin, the bonl^ 
iage bf the law, and the tyranny of iatan* Hence th«f are.apt ton 
conclude their enemies Are aU dead, and they shall see war no more ^ 
Vut it is not so; our enemies lite and are mighty. Bless Jesus fo^ 
vest; fear not thine enemies; know thou must continue, in the 
Iftiilitant state whilst in the fiesh ; .but here^is the mystery of ^th^ 
to triumph in the victory of Jesua. WUlst all are in arms against 
the aoul> though tiDubled, ^fistressed, perplexed, on every side;, 
fightings without, fears within: although there is no rest from anjr 
eifaer quarter, yet It is the sweet privilege of dlsciplea to rest va 
Jesus. Saith Paul to his dear cMMren, '< You, wbo axe troubledit 
test with us."....2 These, i. n Abide in i^ua; > rest 8ati3fiedi 
fliiortly your Jesus shall be revealed from hearen, to destroy all youi» 
enemies, and to make yott forever happy in his rest in glory. Dis-^ 
dpie, indulge not a aomrmuring thought agidnst thy sovereign;^ 
expect no rest any where but ik him. If the world smiles, it ia 
pleasmg to the fiesh, but it often proves a snase to the seul ; there^ 
fore saith thy ever-loving Jesus, ** In the world you shall: have tribu- 
lation;" that is his legacy. Here is thy rich, thy nevec-fiuling 
portion, ^In xz you shall have peace/\..«John xvi. 33.. 



SePTEfiSBEK 4r* 9^3 

Thmmih the Lord God^ Behold I loj/ in %imfor ^faiki* 

datiauy a stone ^ a tried stone ^ a precious corner-stone, a 

surejmndation: he that believeth shall not make haite.... 

Isa. xxviii. 16. ' . 

A OAT is cDinb^ when evtry. nMm!s vrork shall be |ried# The 

foundation of the Lord stands sure; but every other foundstion shall 

be destroyed. He who is built on Jestts» and derives all his ht^ea of 

life and salvaticin from him, issa&intimey and secure to all etemitjTf 

Before men begin to build, they draw a plan ; and every wise buifde^ 

looks carefully to the foundation; &r pn this depends the saE^y of the 

«uper-stru<:ture* 

The pjlan of salvation was drawi^ in the eternal ccKondl. It if 
fcunded in the love of the Father; efiGscted by the obedience and 
sufferings of the Son, Jesus* Hence w}iat was conU*ived in infinity 
"wisdom above, is laidaa a sure, foundation in the church below, by 
Hbe love and power of the Spirit, the comforter* It is his peculiar 
vfiice to lay this foundation in Zion* and to muii&st and make knowii 
to the prophets and apostles, teachers and s^tst that Jesus is th^ 
only foundation* As a stone, for strength; a tried st(4M, approve4 
of by the Father^ and by his children hi all ages; i^j^recious corner- 
stone: the ornament and beauty, as well as strength and security 
of the whole church* Precious is Jesus in all his ofBces to them tha^ 
Relieve; a sure foundatum, sure to all tbeiseed; ceirtfuin to all tb<( 
purposes of their salvation* And as the Lord the S]^rit lays this 
foundation in the church, m the truth of doctrine, so also in th^ 
fexth and experience of redeemed souls* 

What the word speaks of Jesus, that we prove and find him to be* 
This is our mercy* ^'He that believeth ^hall not make hast6**' 
Such is his serenity and composure of mind, thsJt he shall not be 
frightened in times of distress and calamity, to quit his confidence 
in Jesus**.*he shall not be ashamed of his hope in the Lord* Being 
well satisfied that Jesus reigns,, that the govenunent of his church 
is upon his shoulders, and the residue of the SjMrit is with him, h^ 
will patiently wait, and quietly hope for the fulfilment of every 
promise* Sin and satan shall not overcome the believer in life; ill 
the awful article of death, he shall toot be confounded,; because hia 
heart standeth fast, believing In the Lord ; and wJien Jesus his friendL 
appears, he shall stand forth with boldness, and shall find an abuiw^ 
dant entrance into the presence of God and the La]Q»b, to lite, ah4: 
love, and leign in gk>ry for ever and evei^* 

O, for a strong and lasting faith* To bmld upon ^od's only Son, ' ^ 

To credit what th' Almighty laitlit And c»U his righteoa^ness vy owA. . 



M4 SIPTEMBEK.^ 

BuUbt^Cautferier u>bo is the Holy Gbost, whin (he F^Mt^ 
toilt send in my name, he shall teach you Mthmgs^^d 
bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have 
said unto you... John xiv. 26. 

OvR lifcssed Lord here gives us the clearest discoTerf of the 
ever-glorious three persons, in coyenanty for the salvatioii of los^ 
sinners* Iti t^is knowledge lies all our hope ; from this belief springs, 
all our comlbrt* In the love of this, our heaven is begiBi upc»k 
earth; forthe knowledge, belief, and love of this truth ia our heaits^ 
Hre are .wholly^ indebt^ to the comfoiter* He teaches all things.. 
Not by sny new lights or fresh revelations; but he graciously* 
kistrucis our minds and comforts our hearts by the «ame light of 
truth and love which beamed forth in the first pron^ise, and which 
shoiie brighter and brighter in prophecies, types and shadows of the 
covenant, until the substance, Jesus, was come. Then the canon of 
revealed truth was con4>leted by the apostiies, under the teaching of 
the holy Spirit; the substance of which is, the things which Jesus^ 
f pake, did, and suffered cm our account, as our substitute, and for 
our salvation* ^ 

It is the peculiar office of the S|Mrit to glorify Jesus, and to 
sanctify our aouls* This he doth by the word of truth; teaching our 
minds the Father's electing Jove, as centering in Jesys, and directing 
our eyes to him, as made of God to us, wisdom, righteousness, 
sanctilication, and redemption. Let no man deceive us with 
expectations of any new revelation from heaven,' of new truths td 
comfort us; but ever hear Paul, ^^ Though we or an angel fnuu 
heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have received,. 
let him be accursed*".**.Gal* i. 8. Let us prize and study God's, 
word ; in and by that the Spirit teacheth and comfbrteth our minds ^ 
in everlasting love and the most ancient truth he establisbeth us; we 
are poor sinners from day to day : we feel many things in and around 
Us to deject and distress us* When we remember, what sin hath 
done to us, brought upon us, and exposeth us to, our hearts are ia 
fears and doubts what will become of us*-. O, then the comforter 
brings to our minds and consciences the transcendantiy rich love of 
Jesus; what he undertook, spoke, and did injife, suffered in death# 
and still lives to plead in our behalf before the throne. O, the heart- 
felt joy of this I So he relieves our minds aiid refreshes our spirits, 
t^irough the faith of Jesus, in the knowledge of the truth; so h^ 
teaches us self-despair, animates us with courage to go on. in thf^ 
path of holiness, and fortifies pur minds to withstand all that is 
agaipst us* ^^ Grieve not the hply Spirit of God, whereby ye £tr^ 
sealed unto the day of re4emptiQn*"**..£phes* iv* SO* 



m^m 



> ^ter the flesh... .]iknh^.vm. 12, 

Christianity teaches us to owe no man any thing* He is a 
^inicletit maa who keeps his accounts cfear and ktiows» to whom he is 
indtebted^ he iii a gratdhi man who acMtmwIeiiges favdrs %ith jusl 
Hentimehts* If ti^ is n^cettiaiy ahd comiiiendable in the oeconom/ 
of tMs short life) h<yw much moi^ so in things of a spiritual and 
iel?e¥nal nattire! HoW ^ise^ how just is it to render to all their duesf 
If we kri^ debtors to the fiesh, let us serve that ; but if debtors to th^ 
Lord,' it is then out dtrty and prlvilcg* to serve him. What owe^ 
tlkcniy O christian, to the flesh? Verily, neither suit nor seTvic^t 
!>Ut alas ! thou hast obeyed its sinful motions, gratified the corrupt 
fusts thereof, and what hast thott reaped for it but shame an<! 
borrow? These are the only fruits that sin and folly bear. Theflfesll 
with its corruptions and hists is at enmity to thy God, and at waf 
agaii^t thy soul. Willingly to give place tef such an enemy^ to fulfil 
tfie* iuits and livte after the sinful desires df the flesh, willmo^i 
assuredly 'Weaken thy confidence in Jesus and bring death up6n thy 
peace and comfort ; yea, " if ye live after the flesh, ye shaftt die.'* The 
liOrd strengthen us daily to deny its demands, and to mortify its 
histsl for we are not debtors to the flesh, but to the Spirit; debtorjt^ 
in an immense sum of love and gratitude; time can never discharge 
it. With inexpt^essible joy and delight we shall ever be paying, but 
never discharge this debt through a never-ending eternity. 
' The gospel of the grace of God is no licentious doctrine; it set^ 
at liberty it is true; but it is from the most galling yoke and most 
servile drudgery to siti and lusts; but yet it binds the soul in th^ 
sweetest boiids of grateful service and loving obedience to Jesus, th^ 
best of masters. What owest thou to the Spirit, O christian ^ Writ6 
upon thy h<£art, even all mf present peace, ail my future hopes; for 
he it is who convinced thee of sin, revealed' to thee the love of God 
in Christ, gave thee power to believe on Jesus, grace to repent! 
He fifls thee with joy and peace in believing ; he bestrs witness with 
thy spirit, and assures of thine adbptibn to be a child of God ; and it 
is through his hifluence only, thou art able to mortify the deeds of 
tile flesh, to* love thy God and Saviour and live to. his glory; and 
canstthou deliberately grieve the Spirit, this blessed inhabitant, this 
loving comforter, by yielding service to thy inbred enemy ? O, witA 
what fire of indignation against lust! with what warmdi of afffectiott 
tD his God dbth Joseph crjr out, under the solicitations of a strong 
temptation^ How can I do this great wickedness? and vrhat?....si& 
againstthebest of masters? against my ovm soul? no; but^gafhiA 
my^mostkind, mostltiving," andetemal^end,theL0rdmy^Odl:*4 
Gen. xxxix. 9. -^ 
Vol. I. ' Mm 



m SEPTE&fBER so. 

As sin hath reigned uniQ de<Uh, even so might grace reign 
through righteousness unto eternal Ufe, by Jesus . Chi^ist 

our Lord.... Ro7n. V. 21. 

.... . • ' .♦ 

Sin, like spme mighty conquerori hath obtaioed a viplorj m4 
reigns oyer the whole human r^ce* AU.men are naturally un4«r» JWi 
well pleased with its reign and government; but sorereigOy alipigii^j^ 
grace dethrones this usurping monarch in the hearts of the elpct; 
triumphs over its spoils and conquest^) delivers their captive soul^a 
from its dominion, and r^verseththesent^ceof d^ath they were under s 
and all this is effected in a just and righteous way* For though salva- 
tion is all of grace to poor sinners, yet eternal life is a just debt due 
to the blood and righteousness of Jesus Christ: he hath a right to 
challenge it from the hands of justice ; . and he doth so by promise, 
^ Father, I. will that they whom thou hast given ;ne, be with me. 
where I anu"*«.*John xvii. 24. , . . - 

. To think of doing something to procure the favor of God and entitle 
ourselves to eternal life ; this we are prompted to from the pride of 
our natures and unbelief of our hearts. But such notions ever oppos^ 
.the gospel of grace, resist the Spirit of truth, degrade the glory of 
Jesus, depreciate the perfection of his finished wor^, and make the 
Cod of truth a liar. But thou, O believer, art not saved without a 
perfect righteousness, in perfect obedience to the law of God; and 
through faith in Jesus thou hast a just challenge, an humble claim, 
founded upon his righteousness, to eternal life I O, the rich triumphs 
of abounding love I how glorious is the victory of sovereign grace I 
$oul, thou must sink into nothing at its discovery, yet rise into a 
glorious subject, from the knowledge and experience of it. Grace 
reigns over all the aboundings of sin; here is out* hope, through the 
righteousness of Christ, oyer all our unrighteousness ; here is our 
jvistification in G;od's sight unto ejternal life; here is our triumph 
over the wages of sin and death. O sinner I destitute of rigliteous- 
ness in thyself, grace demands the daily study and those of thy 
heart; grace demands the whole devotion of thy life. Give all the 
glory where only it is justly due ; to the Father, for everlasting love ; 
to the Son, for everlasting righteousness; and to the Spirit, for 
everlasting consolation and good hope through grace. The more 
thou art enabled to live upon the divine truth and faithfulness of thc^ 
covenant, as revealed in the word, and shining with full lustre in the 
person of Jesus, thou wilt become dead to every hope but him'; out 
of conceit with all righteousness but his, and thou wilt be singing ia' 
triumph with the church| " I will greatly rejoice in the Lord; Mir 
soul shall be joyful in my God ; for he hath clothed .ME with the gar-^ 
ments of salvation, he hath covered me with the robe of righteous- 
ness«"*tt4lsa« lxi« 10, 



OCTOBER 1. 2dr 

Casting all your care upon him; for he carithfor you..!. 
tPet.y. 7. 

Wx are now called to confefts Jesus in a day of mildness; the 
faty and ragfe of persecution is restrained ; bonds and imprisonments 
io not await us ; yet we must not think to be exempt from trials and 
Afficulties of various kinds* The adversary is not dead ; nature's 
lusti and corruptions are alive, and daily fight against iis. The love 
of JTesus is ever accompanied with the world's hatred. Disciples of 
Jesus are not mere stoics ; they feel the exercise of these things 
more or less. Sometimes it may be their lot, like the disciples, to 
be in the midst of a sea of troubles ; tossed with the wave of diMcul- 
ties, the wind of providence seems contrary tothexn; and to the eye 
of nature and sense, Jelus seems asleep to their sorrows ; as thougli 
he Intermits in his kind love to them, and tender care over them. 
Here is.the trial of faith ; but this grace never consults nature and 
appearances; it looks through all, to the everlasting love and 
almighty power of Jesus, knowing he can save from the uttermost 
depth of distress, to the uttermost hei|[bt of comfort. 

3o triumphs the church under all her tribulations; "I will look 
unto the Lord : I will wait for the God of my salvation : my God 
will hear me. Rejoice not against me, O mine enemy : when I 
fall, I shall arise ; when I sit in darkness, the Lord shall be a light 
unto me."....Micah vii. 7, 8. Sweet confession of faith under, very 
discouraging views« But nfhile the Lord cares for us, what can 
harm us ? And while we cast our every care on him, we obey his 
wilU honor hi& word, and gather from that heavenly plant the blessed 
f^it of heart-ease. How composed did the three children of faith 
stand before the wrathful monarch ! How easy their minds under the 
dreadful threatening of a fiery furnace! How calm their reply I "O 
king, we are not careful to answer thee in this matter!" the Lord 
careth for us; we cast all our care upon him. Ever judge 6f Jesus' 
c|ire for sinners by his love to them. Ever remember while we were 
enemies, his blood atoned fo.r our sins. Can we believe his love to' 
. us, and doubt of his care for us ? O how unreasonable is unbelief! 
But if we had no corruptions to conflict with, no troubles to exercise 
us, no burdens to bow us down, no cares to beset us, no fears to 

* » 

attend us, great part of God's word would be useless. As we are 
not to expect total freedom from these things, the exhortations of the ' 
word are suited to our state, and direct to a loving friend, whom we 
are to believe and honor by obeying his kind invitations : under every 
distress Jesus saith, ^^Come unto me."....Matt. xi. 28. 
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in mcj and I in you... John xiv. 20. ; 

; ^' To every thing there Is a aeaBODf and a time for every purpose 
under the heaven." ^<God htfth made every thing vbakotifal in fa^ 
;time."....£€ckB. iii. 1, 1 1. In the beginning of time G^ created 
all things by Jesus Christ. In the fulness of dsne the Soii of Gtid 
was .made fieshf dwelt among us for a time» and at ^e end of it 
^ni^hed salvation fin* lost sinners. The man Jesus evei* tires in 
^gloryi and therefore his members must be made spintuaUy tSkf^ 
yxpWL earth; to him thef must all be gathered. There is a daf of 
^race appointed them: a time^ a set time- to &vor thenw.^Paahh 
ex. 3* A day of power, wherein they are made wilting to come to 
..Jesus» and choose him for their only Saviour, and trust in -him as 
.their only hope and their all. Various are the spiriCuai statofei of 
God's children* . Oifferenl are their degrees of light, ^h^ know- 
Jedge, and love. As in the creation of nature, in the first day's work 
iight was produced, perhaps small and glimmering ; but that gloiioda 
luminary the sum« was not until the fourth day: so is it in the new 
creation of souls. Our Lord's first disciples had light enough to iee 
him as the true Messiah, to come to him, and fellow him; yet it is 
amazing to read how dark and confused their minds were about 
insuiy /things which concerned his person, sufferings, and kingdom; 
it is just the same now. Many are his sincere disciples, biit are very 
weak in feith; know very little of thiap great mystery, that Christ 
and his Father are one, that Christ is in the Father, that they are in 
Christ and that C hrist is in them. Hence they are dfben sadly perplexed 
and. harassed in their minds with doubts and fears. Still they cleave 
ta JeMiSf they love to hear of his precious name and glorious salva-* 
tipn ; their hearts can be satisfied with nothing else. Hence it is 
plain the light hath shined, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon 
them ; but they must fpllow on to ktiow the Lord. There shall be a 
day of Pentecost, a day of meridian. light, wherein they shall know- 
^even as they are known.*..as6uredly know that there is a mutual 
in-dwelling of "Christ in them, and they in Christ, and the Spirit 
will bear witneas to their spirits, that they are the children of God.".... 
Rom. viii. 16. Most sweetly says Mr. Rutherford,^! am sure my 
iweli belc»^ed is God. And when I say Christ is God, and my Christ 
^•^ God4 I have said all things; I can say no more* I would I could 
build as much on this, my Christ is Gon, as it would bear; I 
.i{i^l[ht lay all the world on it.'«««.^ I will have nothing to do with an 
|ibs9>lme_GQdy says Luther. 



sindr^c*^rJtyqfrigbt€Wsness shali btptofH; and the efect 
of righteousness J quietmss^ and assurance for ever.... 
/ya, jxxxii. 17. 

. > ^ Th£ ^igbt of this d«iy asaiires us the sun is risen upon the eaithn 
^TbAt4s»,npit a moi^; evident truth in nature^ than this is in ref||^n ; 
i^uit rigliteQUfipess, opce lost, can never be regained by all that siDf^ 
ia\ n^ancan do. Consequently no peace can subsist between a holy, 
^gbt«bu§ God^',an4 Spiltys i^nrighteous man. ^' There is no peace, 
4^th my 09^3. tp th^ wicked." But who are the wicked \ Even all 
.thp^lS'Whptbroygh unbelief reject the trutj;^ as.it is in Jesus* Iti^ 
,the. essence of wickedness to oppose a righteous God, to reject tlie 
.,Tighteousnes%of Jesus^and to go about to establish one's own inherent 
righteousness^ sq as not to submit to the righteousness of God Jesiis* 
Hence the consf jence is defiled with guilt, the heart impure, and 
;(h<e.life is ynholy* . Yet pride blinds men's eyes^ and self-rightecms- 
ness deludes their hearts with a false peace. For as there is buf pne 
litoneinent by ^hich guilty sinners are pardoned,, sother^isbutONE 
./ighteou^n^ss, eveii the perfect righteousness of Jesus, by which 
aloi^e.unrightepus sinners are made righteous in the sight of God : 
he a^cep^s no.other; his law is honored by no other; the script«re« 
reveal ^ other ; faith receives no other.; the Spirit bears witness to 
nq other ; sinners have no other in which they can stand before Oodf 
.<^njoy^ peace with God. But possessing the righteousness of J^su$ 
)>y faith, t^eir minds enjoy a peace which passeth all understioidingif 
'fhet^e are inany, things from a sinful nature, satan, and the ]aW| 
. yrhich .tend to disquiet their minds daily. But this is the blessed 
fiirec:t of Jesus' righteoi^sness ; it brings quietness to the conscieilce* 
This eomforting, thought, I am righteous : my Father hath put os^ 
. jne th^ best robe, which Jesus my elder brother wrought out for me» 
This^qui^ts my. mind ;, I am easy and satisfied ; I can seek no better 
righteouspe^i I daire trust in no other. And this righteousness 
is presented with the clearest evidence, the strongest confidence, the 
fullest assurance. The triumphs of Jesus' resurrection proclaim its 
acceptance with Go^. The Spirit testifies of it jn the word, aricT 
ogives assurance of salvation by it in the hearts of the faithfuU Hence 
the holy boldness and happy rejoicing of fiuth befofe a righteofis 
God. David's address to Jesus is, " My mouth shall shew forth thy 
righteousness, and thy salvation all th^ day. I, will maike mention bf 
thy righteousness, even of thine oniy."....Psalm Ixxi. 15, 16* As 
th^^e.is but on^ faith, so saints in all ages had but one object to lo0k 
to for righteousness, even Jesus. Therefore holy Paul prays, "thiit 
I may be found in him, not having mine own righteott^«8S/'*«i« 
PhU. iu. 9. 
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All things 0re laufid Mto me^ but all Ihi^s are mtf 6xpe^ 
di€ni...A Car. vi. 12. 

TBt eoftstntot* of love and jealousy of fear sweetly umte iii thk 
believing heart. Wlkere the (aith of Jesas preTailS) love coilstraiiis*' 
It holds and keeps tis in our statidn and diftfy as koldiers "urt 1be|xt 
HDgedier under a baAner or ensign displ^iyed. What dieerfiilness 
tfnd activity ctf' s<ml do we experiafce, whcfn vre can say widi ih6 
chorchJn the Canticles, (li. 4.) ^ Jesus* banner over ine was love!" 
Then how sweetly do #e judge and determine our conduct by the law 
of Cbiist, which is lovk ! This excites a godly fear lest we should 
alibw oarsefves a lalltifde In things in themselves indifferent, to th^' 
WunAbg and hurt of our souls or cnir fdlow-sofdiers. Though all 
things ^ an indifferent natiire, which are innocent in Aems»elves, 
M*^ lawftil to us ; yet the cause and interest of our dear Saviour, and 
thi good and edilf ing of hb beloved members, should be ever nea^ ' 
our hearts, and mUke us consider the expediency of them. 

^Ow* narrow is the path of duty ! yet it is ^Aeasant to the &ith(ixi 
sodi/ For< Jesus hath strewed h wfth the fragrant fruits of peace; 
iov^, and conifbrt. Peac^ from God, and withi our brethren ; love 
to God and one another. ' While we walk according to this rule, vrt 
bridg glory to God who hath called us by Jesus Christ to glory,' atid 
will also assuredly glorify us together with himself. What circum- 
spebtioh becdmes disciples in their daily* walk; that they give nottfi 
offtdhde, neither to the Jew nor to tlie Gentile, nor tio the church 
of God! The' eyes, not only of God, angels, and devils, ar^ ujxin 
us, but the eyes 6f men aUo, our brethren, and our opposers. Did 
the Rechabites wholly abstain from wine, because Jonadab c6m- 
nisnded **Yc'shaH drink tA> wine ?" Did the Lord honor their obfedi-, 
f enf e in this indifrerent thing with his approbatidn ?;...Jer. xxxv; 
Hdwmuch more will Jesus honor his disciples, who, with an eye 
to^his glory, and his members' good, abstain from things that ar<^ 
nit expedient ! Thou free-m'an of the Lord, with a holy resolutibti 
aftsert thy dignity. I will not be brought under the power of any 
tlirig contrary to the love of Jesus. Happy is he who seeketh not to 
piease hitnself, but to profit others. How then can those answ^ to 
tUe Lord Christ, to their own souls, and to their brethren, who Can 
irbulge themselves at card-tables, play-houses, Sec. and say, ^ These 
afc ihdifierent things ;- 1 see no harm in them 1" Is this "following 
after the things which make for peace, and wherewith one may edify' 
another ?"....Rom. xiv. 19. " Happy is he that condemneth not him* 
self in that thing which he alloweth.**..».ver. 22. 



.OCTOBfilt 9w tai 

Wk0t 40et4 thou Jiere, MHah f-^ • . I Kings xix. l^.- ^ 

The prophets> as well as th^ chitdreti o^the Lord, are sdml&titees 
£9^^ Mrb^ t]bey«Q|ii^t iiot to ^ El^j^il^kd'fiHyW'l^klM^^ his 
residence^o 4i^ave m tbe wlUeraess* . Wbat -nark c<Hd$l hf dQ lor 
his jnaster Jbere I /VV^hat $U>ry co\^ki h^ b^iog $0 his J^ame in a harreii 
fppmHt^n? .Hef & ipere ,^tf> l^bS:Of |CU>d*a ^atik' tob^ §«tthe|?c4i . n^ 
6]^p,<Q£,ChrisCs pamure t^be^fed^^ ^o iocct 9he^p,to >be healed and 
noujdi^hed by hi&,wordaad doctrine. It seem»aa thougb^ he.rthoiight 
alt^hi9 KpTk was,,at.aiiieDd, hjaze^l quite wQm out; ami in>a fit of 
feari., )^b^lief» and doippD^eucy,; he retireated froto puMIc opposition: 
tq jtbQ,dreary mansions, of a mounta^noi]^ cayciibr re^ ai;^ q^iet*- &at> 
\\i^ ^.o|id Wlowedj hiip,.,^pj|ed;J»im t^rbpaf .ji»i§, voice) vQ^Us.Jbim tm 
ne\y. woik» endues hiQ^.witli^ {resh.^trengtl^, <an/:^,anffii^teai him wilk* 
t^epleasiiQg/jassuira^ce that I^. had seyei) thou^ud f^ith&l seiira^tfr 
y^jt^l^ Jsr,ael.. tipiut^poor Elijah thou|;;^t he , ../ 

See the effect of judging according to, ap^ar^nc^** C^nal r^aso^ 
is a had iudge in spiritual things* The ^yifcioni.pf thf^. fleshy, e^rer 
deteiTi^^ne^ cc^Ufary to tbe/fjrisd^n^^of Go^*;- ;iBf^fre»ojr jipHr $*anf^ 
Q ^i^ciplesv If on. t^ mount, in: the ^unshia^ of, cfifx^^i, )^^al 
yain a^d C9p&dent, with ^M shall nevei^ fall*'' I^in the, gl9$Km}r 
valley, whese Ught and joy are obspured, .t;>e not ^st*do\iin ^ind de^ 
jeered* ^VTh/^ IjqxA reigneth : rejoice in him*" Though clqi^ds 
and dar^ess are. round thy God and SayiouPy y^^t .^^ r^ghteoubspesf 
and judgment are the habitatiop of .his. throne.* '•«.*Psakn.^vi|i.^ 
Above ally beware pf thy conduct. >Fly not tp plt^Dps.pf sinful vapir 
ties, and vain Ratifications. . Th^se. can never prpfitthjc-sou). ^I^ay, 
if fiark and un9om£aitable9 what canst thou expeict but to be-dprkep 
and more uncomfortable^ still? This is a farther re^ve from the, 
Say^oi^'s ,V>ve and presence. What canst thou expect, but tl^s> 
cutting reproof, this keen interrpgatifms ^^ thou xpaa of God, .what 
dost thou HEi^i:?'' . If Elijah wa^ .reproved, ^ 'hmi^g in ^ barren 
wilderness, how can^tthou answer it.tp God thy Jpying Saviour, .for 
b^ing {pund on worse than barren ground; where the alluring baits 
of sill \ the poisoAous weeds of satan gr^w in abundance,, to beguilo - 
and destroy unstable souls. O soul, hear the call of thy belovjed; 
Loj^dl " Depart yp, depart, ye, thiols not. your rest." Know ypuf 
glori|Qi«} pnyilege... ^' Ye. are the temple^ of the liv,ing.Qo4« Go4 
dwells in jTQUi and walks in ypu." Listen to. his voice> speaking to 
yqur souls.. ^'.Where&re come out frpm among them» and be-yq 
separate; , saith. |,|ie. Lord, and I will receive you: an4 I ^i^^ h^ ^ 
Father unto you, (ye shall enjoy the sweet knowledge of it^} and ye» . 
shall be my sons and daughters) saith the Lord. Almighty.**.... 
■ 2 Cor. vi. 17, 1 8. 



X^/ trx lajf atide every weighty and ^ skt^wlfitk 'UMf' J» 
easily beset us....Ueb. xii. 1. . ^ , , .,,^ . ^, .^^ -• 

CintrftTtAir HHm art lealicd 1» wm a iwMS'^ 't!W?eJH»»'l>r^fii»li* 
tnerable sp^ctttors *ai« upon *tliee r the' |>oweita ^bf nHrttf- ^^^ifieiiii^ 
life agrioiC thee; btitfeaff liot. In the atrengtti' ^ • 3tfMtii ^ WtiMifc ' ti 
the powerof frith, tl»u sbtkabdan the prieet %i«ii tlte'*s«9r»l!lM' 
mtihy fonk Itlethjr wisaDiii to kaoir thf ibek md to g^mnl ik^^^mk 
them: t6kiH>rt hiueu wii»vaeiicro«ad itneelfcii^ «»-'^^ 

firieiid for powisr. Thou hast a healry b««deii ^eiilch hlntf^^ «h^ 
4nti»iiig'vfth "zhcntf utd ddi^t^ thi«^' in-'tbd- exerftisi^^'of €iilii| 
thou imnt^laf aside; -thenefac ^pnt effthe {^d^mUflvHTith hitf^dee^^ 
Thie through the l^antia to bethf daiff mMk- Etv^eryaft** la « 
^mght^ aa audi b tobe^d aidde» ^fhe hod)^ df^^ft" *ls>h' edf^ 
hardenv thereibre to be ptit off: - but thdtf hast #> Oit » W tiii g iifr: OiiH^ 
Wii coBOcieiiee beat kaowa ita nAmt tod nature f* thiSf tho<i^ «rf ^eaHBd 
ia lay wide* In the natkm of dt men-tiiere ia ohe alu^ «l ii^td^tH* 
ahi9 tlie aource aad apiing: of ^^efy* other s^, whkA i^f^^hi^Sc^n 
ate noteMtnpt fiNntt? bat itia'ready^ ttfaAtittiea^ftsHf'tb -%«aM 
thein« Itia'that iitdttater of Ihiqtiky, 'tr^ ^'Wltlr la? ft^ 

Vubstance of things hoped fi»r, andth^ eUdeti^e 6f thlnga-not 'iMfn**^*^* 
Meb. xS. I. ' Here we aee what glory is ghreii to Gdlft kiid-'^at 
^rondera-were wrougM by fklth in that cshaptin It iathc tittttti^'oF 
tinbeUef to deny the aobstante of what' is hop^d^'sM'-la^ot^pos^ 
the" etfden<^ 6r invisible reaHtiea. It tend^ to intic^ fahUf-^Beas^, 
Veak knees, und feeble hdndvt it ' slops us- hi our raeeV It* pv^sna ^ 
toaatahdrat^ ^<s should give up all and give oter a!f, tnflesa Jeaea 
prays' for OS, and wt are endued with power" from on'MglW Bol 
iglory to our Jesua be does i>ray for us, th^re(b#e) onf^lth*flSl#hb¥| 
?we are atfcn^ened by^ the 'Spirit's ittlght In ihe htn^Vnah %i MM 
^m- ' Yet shame bn thee, Oaoolr inateAdxif laying ^iMdii'ti^ ^ 
how often doat ttiou treat it aaa^ bosom frfendt 'How fhsquirfnAyeob^ 
auit It as a sweet counaellor!^ espedSUy when ks argttnients «M 
tbacked* by its coiistant e^mpanion, cakkai aieiiirbirV Bu^-S^^ 
>as8apred the matter c* thy Mth is the wt^ of tfoth, the attthw^inif 
finisher. of thy faith l^saa, \9touai4:n6t eated td anafwe^ t^ryta^ 
fibril ciiriial r6ason;t)6tto ail^nce unbeHef by cfseplaining^ iny^tiiHtt 
^f g)«de and sal^atton;%ut to lay it asidel puth off as B^rirkf dt'S&af^ 
hrmour; put iraWay^akmendachiMkh things; tastitoOtas^Mnttt 
^id' the liiohd-wdman <aiid her >son..««and so run with'*{£a!6eife^>i£4 
i^c^ that is set b^fb^e dice, every 'stftp««lbead%writo'Af*tta*.*^*''^ * 

Bj glimmVii;ig hppes and gloomy fears See th^ kind angels at the fk^^ ^ -; 

We trace the lacred road ; Inviting us to come I 

Thro* dismal deeps anddang'roussnareft There Jesus the forerunner wtifs/ 

We make our way to God. To welcome trav'Iera home. 
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*' TasAX are threfe things that are never satisfied^ yea, four, 
.^f ^r«.-which saith not} iti8reaoiighh'V..<Pn»y. xxx* 15^ 16. Sdtrue 
1» this^ of .thfiL fire of lo^e^ when kindled in believing hearts* It bum* 
irith iasatiaU^ deaire towavds Jeans. Amazing ! Hftd Paul so long 
]f^|iQKa». loired> and preached a cntdfitd, risen Jesus, and yet noir 
4«airea to know htm 1 Ye9* Sneh is the nature of &ith, that like 
rilslvKS to a mis^, the more they increase, the more the desires of his: 
beart increase after thtoi** -Hta wioits are greater than his posses* 
.irioas« . So the living members of precious Jesus see such inexhaus' 
tibte treasures in him their living head, and such^ numerous wanta 
m themselves, that-their hearts are ever crying after, looking to, anft 
hmgiag for more of his presence, blessings and comforts in knoiv^. 
ledge and expetieace. .And, like a chaate virgin espoused to an 
affectionate lover, her de9irea will never be comj^etely satisfied till 
aheia brought into the nearest relation and closest unbraces, wh^ 
i^cl takes «^ hei^ abode, and enjoys the presence of- the tibjeet' 
9f her love» Lovers of Jesus can never be satisfied with any other 
hut him, nor will diey be fully satisfied nor perfectly happy ^ till they 
^re for ever present with their ever-loving Lord* 
. But the knowledge of him, even now, create a paradise of peac#^ 
^heaven of love and holiness in the soul. Hence Uierot is-a godly 
jealousy in espoused souls, lest other objects should «teal i^ioi^ their 
affections* If at any time their eyes have l>eea tmtied fro<n their 
Ix>rd,^ there is. a holy shame ; they blush at their folly, and cry, O^ 
|hat I may know him who rests for ever alike in his constant love t0 
sne a poor sinner. In tlua consists the life and joy of the heart, to 
know that Jeaus hath made peace finr us by the Uood of his cross;; 
that he hath wrought out a robe of-i^i^teousnei^-by the obedience of 
hia life to adorn us ; that he ever lives .to pray foriis^ Yea daily, 
constantly to know him, as dwelling in n^ heart by. foith, ever prch 
sent with me to the joy of my nund, and to thd peace of my con* 
acience*. And truly t beloved) if th<Mi art not thua kept knowing 
Jesus, looking to Jesus, feeding upon him ioontiniially in thy heart by 
foith,. thpu n^lt know and foel other thmga, which will ci^p in and 
aadly d&stresa thy mind* The voice of the law will be heard in thy 
cwiiscience, \»t^^ by satan's injections, and thou wilt find anguish of 
afuritand bi^S^^^ of aouU &it by sweetly abiding in the, know- 
le^^ of Jeaus, by fiuth, thou shalt manfiiUy stand thy ground) and 
courageously c<m%uer and triumph. '^ So shall grace and peace be 
multiplied through the knowle^ of God and of Jesus our Lord...« 
5 Pet. i. 2. 
Vox. I. N n • 



S94 CXITOHBX f. , 

Happ^ is he that ominmitA not hmseff i$ timt uAiA 
he allmoeth....Jtcm. xiv. 22. 

Thkee are mmy tlungB. of a chril, motal aad fefigimn ilafiir^ 
wfakh are in thtmaclvcs indifieMBt. Yet, a« toxomplia&ce «r mm-- 
compKaary willi thcm^ tbejr are &r from bomg nattcm ef MiHer «' 
ance to the mind ai a beHever* Aa Ik liaa an ibllPaid rwnfiriniiiincM 
of &is outward beiiamury ao Iw isda wiliiia lyinadf a acntice tf 
condenmatkm tHioB he acts eontiarf totfaadloMeaof hiaowiiteonp- 
lodge and ccmaciemse* It may be the disoiple of Joraa^^iair fiadfr 
aome thiriga of a doobtM natiuet Mrherein he dotfi not aaethe watd 
of God to he express and clear iti dBtermmingik The vpfight aan^ 
the tedder coaacieiice kiiowa not how to act; la afraid of doing nhtmlQ^ 
he adts advice of miniatera and chriatiaa farodirmit bat they Gaviot 
Mly satisfy his scruples and set hia- mnd at libci^» howiiooqght 
te demean himself^ 

Here the apostiea gire a full and pererafiixB7i4aiaweiu The heajt 
of every believer is purified fromr anevilconscionoe by -the blood -^^ 
Jesus, and instrocted inthe fcnoadtdge of the truth byi liia word and 
Sptnt. Hence there is an Inward peroeptiDa of what leada tto wWttd 
and condemn it. Happy art thoin disciple, if thon doat not wsUtiUy^ 
aHow thyself in any thing for which thy conscience cnndrmna thco> 
Never allow thyself in any^otttwaid practice^ which isattended .witb 
inward condemnation. Is it of a trtiing said indiffenent.natiiM: in 
Itself? pretend not to plead for it. Canst- thoa be:contenl.'t»iiiidBo 
thy 'Conscience thine edemy, to inoar ita censure, and to impair fh|e 
peace, far a tkifle ? Whatever thou takastinhandrciaoiiiher .the 
end, and thou ahalt not do amiss* Thiaadrice is csaellciiti Iti'm 
thy wisdom to.fiallow it; it is thy privilege to plead -for pnieer, alM 
throne of grace* Cotvrider dally thy calling ; >it data live laiwect 
fellowship with Jesus/ to enjoy peace m thy conarkfice, and h»linaa<( 
and happiness in 1^* Whatever is costcary to tUs, wiU mafco 
thee unhappy. Aft a son of^e'most high God, and a servant oftlio 
precious Jesus, thou art called not to piease thy fiesh, not toida^ij 
own will, not to gratk^ thy own hiats, yea Jiot to .destroy thy oim 
peace, but to glorify thy God and Saviour,. in domg hia will. It,|a 
ttiost plain and evidentftomthe apostles' exhortations, that if belieyiei9i! 
^alk and practice are not consistent with the. l3iith) they may nunt 
certainly deprive themselves of the: sweet aenae andi ootnfortad^te en? 
joyment of the peace and love ^i God*; QaamAu 4asffyr ^mfsk 
attentively the force and meaning of these woprds, ^keep your* 
selves hi the love of God•'^•• Jude xxi* ^^Letthe* peace pf God ruJk 
in yourhearts.'\.MCoL iii* 15. 
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OCTCffiSR 9. am 

XSiifti hnak >$Mi. At b^mning elkaen yen to saivatioUy 
through sanciification of the Spirity and belief of the 
. iruth^*..%Thess/xulZ. ^ 

^ ' W» lHreal« da/ wb«aprid«^reign»i ;th^ cr^nUii^e is e^filted, Ifor 
iMf GliMt^nNdiked, nd nmh-ia tramj^d under fool* Th{» d^cn 
4riiie ^ God's dt«tiaguU1iiii|^grM^«Qd ekt)lkig lore in C^istr Je3Ufi) 
•MiiMr^'as k «i«rfwasf tso OMaof! corrupt inindSf. destitii^ <A tfac 
4rath^ a^ bone of contwAtiw- Tfa»f hfiye raUiiig aecii#aUQP8b gr«at 
imeUiDg ^Mrd» to iHtitr agajiis( tl;}Ui^if aiouths 4re not atc^p^^ 
bcQMwe tlier Kenot theoM^lmw guiitybefoi^ QodtfRoou iii. 19* 
JBailfe Pawl^frsUeh, ^.Tiicf < fi?6 und^r a 4tr9iig d^uai^> they liave 
flaMbre in jmrigliUoiiaiiM»«'^ Jhity a>6 }«ft tp apcupt thcimaelv^ 
m\»h thdr own vain [Htaiid delttM»ia» Tb«ft be adds, ^' bujt we aire 
iMMMd««o give thaid» for Gud'Sretecjtioii o£ fou jbretlinrii^ beloved 4tf 
the Lord*'^ - Tme mimsters of Jesus jmn with blesAed aposUeai in 
ffariliglN^se to- God the Falter &r his love topoocsiaaera in Cl^sC 
;feaiis« : Tliey loiowGod'sknre eatisted be£9i«i lipie be 

Tlie doctrine of electickn is not a mere speculatioii) Aor ^an jt tend 
|i^lkentiouflnesa;/but k4B^ef ^tlie essence of vital godlinesS) and is^ 
iKttended with the most fae^ and bleaaed effects^ where rjticeivfd into* 
«he^heart m the love iof it. For the paine Lord» nvjho pMr|)oaed Uk 
bring .many sons to gloi^) hath alao orda^d the i^eanS) ^^ aanisd- 
fication of ^e ^piritf. and belief of the truth**' J^oipr. ci^uid;Paul 
^Isnow these.poofessors were .beloved and electi^l Truly, the effects 
l^ioved the cause* Th^ saw the fruks of eiec^ini; leva spring forth 
imder 4he energy of the bleased Spirit- They were bnpugb^t tn^ 
Mieveitty love and ckave to the:«Mictifying'in^ence it had upon, 
tbeir^bearts aoid l^ves* 

. ^^^holdaniiie'etect^ imrhom tny soul delis^teth)" luddthe Father 
of m CQoaoMiQns to lus ehnrcbji ooocemii;^ Je8us..-Iaa» xUi« U 
lie is the blessed object in whont we are cbos^n^. who has finished 
twr sal«atk»9 and to whom we are t^ look by fa^th* Yet^ O belieyer» 
trace the .streams of thy mercy to.the fojj^ntatin.hQad^ see thy obU- 
'gations equaUy to the-FaiUier's loi7% the- Son's redemption^ and the 
Spint's operations* Th«a all saWation is^ God ; thou hast nothing 
whereof to f^y ; all cause ^for deepest humility $ the greatest reason 
fbrrejmeingday byday< What heights of love art tbfm c;aUed tpi 
What inflamed atfeotions should ppsaess thy teart.I ^^ Only lettby 
eeHterMionbe sjiiieeometh the gospel of Chcitt«"-4J^hil» i»37* 



3f6, QCTOMBR lOr 

iFark tnU ymr ptm sahatHSi with fear and ttiHiMing.^i^ 
J^hiL ii. 12. . . ^ . ' • . 

The 8alTati<m of lost sinners, fipom first to la^t, nr^ of gntCf 
^not of wo?ksM»tRom* xi* l#« 1% ifM plAaMd. uitlw ooi^aaot of 
gracei bf the grace. of- Ji»u« 4t'is-vimsiuS]»b The^iHOineot; ve. 
believe «» Jes«S) sslvatien^ is ours; itis otra .owtf nA&v^TXHCMft^f 
Mfiodtbait. Why «fe wej»iled to ifToriL k out? Co•mde^ Mlm^otf : 
iaapiies ^elivcnAoe from dingers- md - enendes. Are we not sur^ 
rouqdod with theeey >wkhoiit es^irell as withiiit ^Hie legaHtf 'of our « 
spirits, thepride of onr natuiest tbe lOfts -oi the iesh, the eatfii^^ 
reasoningsof ourimndsy qi3d)eUtf*of theoApringof them, the te^\ 
•hellion of our wills, (he |ieKfighleou«ac^«f our faeans, the ^woMlf 
iain(dedBess of our>desires#. theearealiijp of our affisotions, .AhotunMi^^ 
leoc^ of our paMioBs, £(Cb say, are not thetfsMhealegifliiiOf eneiAieA 
U^ our salvation? Is not^ satan, our gruid adr^vary, ever ifrorking bf 
ineans of these enemies ^bring us into dangers and 4is^»h' if hf 
any m/w^s^e may prevent our peaceably poss^s^g, 9Md eteiviaUjr 

enjoying salvation? ~ . . 

'.Judge tbcn, -O believer^ is not deliverance from dangn theougft 
these enemifs needful? Is there not a necesuty for thy 'working but 
t^ deliyeeance faom their force «nd fraud! Is tiifre not need fo# 
fi^tb to work by love, stiiving against sin^ resistiBg «alan, mortify^ 
ing the fleshi pi^rfe^tng boUpess^ fmitSil inrgood works^ Tbd. 
commands of thy God make* the work ef fi^th, the lebdur of fovei^ 
and the patience of h9P9 i^ecessary* Tbe gospel requires^ love^ eon«. 
strains to be* much in prayiHr.and meditation, aearching ^le scrip*- 
tui^s, and in all holy « ordiBsmcea^ and to -encourage totbis, everh 
remember, it is <^. God who worketh.in u».bo& to W4ll;.and«t»d0i^'. 
^Be strong, forlan^rwi(hyou," faithlheX^^of boHan««Hag*ii«4k;* 
Does all thy happiness consist ^ tbe.ccHnfortable ei^oyment.^f th/9 ' 
fiiU a9suranc(|K)f thi^ salvskti^n?. Then .^ work it out wi^^lear and 
tcemblmg/*': Fbajsl, to thpnkof esiabUahii^tby works tfid dutie»^^« 
thine ow^ ^ighteopsness^ .. or to pr»otti«e the &vor of thy God^ Tnttif )^. 
BL£ to ent^tain any hope <tf aalvati0ii,;butiby the j^lsoning lUmad ^ 
JfSua,:aQd the pei^t righteo«^eaa of ieeua; any.way of accesritt 
Godrbutt^cMfS^rhi^ iti^diaij^^ nJPcfif wad timnble, above ^* after 
thou l^a^-id^e-. aU, tQ ^thli|k 1 jssst . pSRr%cT« Know, thou ^art s«ilL 
^f Js;^ i^pi^Q^ble servapt*'^ jRiLinii.« toenteitaki ^ least notl66 
thfit thy ijugbti^ti^ po^RFer, thy.faithlulness, iidth wrought ^^ny: 
thing as terms and conditions to procure. salvation. Feak ever ta 
ascribe any glory to thyself. ^' Whoso looketh into th6 perfect law 
of liberty, and coQtinu^th therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, 
but a doer of the worki this man shall be blessed m lus deed."...* 
James i. 25* ^ 



OCTOBBH;il> fi?r'^ 

Lei yourMght sd shint befbr^tncn, that tkfymtiy ^feejfouf 
good looi^kSy and glorify your Father which is in h&a- 
^vm-^Moit. V. 16. , . . . , . 

' i CAvateni^of anlmatod^lAy, a worm oftheeAtth^ «tireatur# 
of « ^fy ^torify the in&titelf gi^at and eternally gldricm^ Jf^hovatt^F 
Ye^t! ^Maeb honor, such exalted honor ha?6 iaH his saimit. Fdf lib 
ptowHrff they were created «t first; for his glory they fere b6rrf' 
afaiA «f his Spirit. Jesus* ccHnHnands h^ criembeH to ft as- thel^ 
doty; 'theSpirft' enables to it as Aeit greatest ^ivilege. <<The^ 
Father sceceptfi^-itnd is WeH pleased with^ikiid declares hiniself ^loH^^ 
fiedby tHe practacoof hk children;"....Fsalteli23. Did Samuet- 
consent to Sa^*s request, ^ Honor me ticw^ I pray thee, before the 
eld0n/i[^«iy pecple^'..*i1 Satfi* rr.dOi ' And eaftst thou, O s6n of 
the' Mittt High^, eVei^neieda nidtive, t>r want an afgument to glodfy 
tli3^ S'atiker' belbtie mefi^ It ii to be the chief work of thy-life. in 
th!s Work,^ as Mos^ 'Sdd i» Pharaoh,' so thy deliverer imith to thee^ ' 
*HM^ m hoof 4s to be left behind.** Wi^ all IhM thott h?ist and ai!t| 
thou art to glorify thy Lord. * • ^ 

. Thc3v hast but one thing only butr^vrhat Hiou hftst rtceltfei fMiA 
thy Lord $ this iv ^: bytfaia thou dithonorest thy God; by^rery 
thing contrary to this, God is glorified.^ Happy souls, who i^d^ 
Gbdis word as the: nilo of their eondact, consider the enjoyment of 
God in Christ as their greatest f<^lcity, and direct aH their views to 
hia giory* Thus the tight of Jesus, when ft shines jhtb the htUrti 
beams fo^th itsevidetiaEr and gk)ry In the outward lift^* and ccmi^rstN 
ticnv When thetight of truth is iiccdmpanied by the wamith of lori^ 
and obi^^enoe «f iiiilhy mm WiH see that we havb b^en with Jestfs^ 
that we Uot^ontyhtfte Ughtin our headii, but lo^ and ztel forGdd'i 
glbry ifi^rhedftSA ''^he former may acquire honor td ourselves' of 
htiiAg^otfditAttiiiSns for God, bul the latter otily can prove th^'we 
lire upi^ht.wACKEiis; m his^i^dieikt^^hitdrenV that we are^hia 
^(peeuliar people^ by beings tttohma of good^(rdfks/'^.r*That ive tte 
reatty tonctoiec^lbr hm gU>ry, that we hate it at heaH, thatwelol^v 
not ^mriy in wittd^' but alia in deed and in tt^iih. It is the genuine 
hulguage of a- erniterted^ soul, withPaul, ** Ldrd what wouldest tho^ 
Ysmt me to do? It is the burden of a lythfirf, loving heart, that it 
doth 8o4itile Jbv the glorf ofCod, aiideter kM)'gs to glorify him m«r&« 
Wiule tihe^i^ of truth is out* gk>ry, and the love of truth is our 
huppinetSy we shaU stud^td*. ^wtm the doctrine of God -our Savioui^ 
ipL:allthingS4**,../ritusfi*a(r. * 
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2dl OCVOVett iiJ 

I 

Grieve not the Hbhf Spirit of God..:.£fHi: W.S^6. - ^ 

How afTectionate and condescending U this address of the great 
God and our Saviour Jesus Christ to his children 1 Paul wfhed to 
Philemon) ^^Though I mightlie bold to enjoin thee that if(4dch is 
tonrenient ; jrct, for love's takci I rather beseech thee/' Sd ^ith 
infinitely higher authority, tlie Lord might command ^nthten^ 
instead of beseech with Iove« - Astonisbiitf^ exprewion! <&rU!f«ii6t 
4he holj Spirit of God. Hast thmi? Ctmt thdkiy O %blfeveip, bo 
f;u!h7 in Chi^ matter? It is tnsf to coiiceh^e that we may grieve 'Oq¥ 
Dwn spirits^ ^nd the sphits Of gobdmeti by our mn and felly^ but t^ 
• think of grieving^ the Spirit of God, ii en6ti^ to makexis cryobt lift 
ftitiazemetity What mjf sterf of love i» Ms ? 

' But verily, so dear are God*s tbildren to hitti, that as in lote i^ 

our souls he took.on him our nature, s6 mbscideiftcehsiali 'Moti^ 

'Yr0ak capacities, he boYt^^s language fiMh imtore, $Ad assumes t<» 

'himself passions Hke unto oursdves: for he was in all thtngtr fiM 

'tnitous, but without ftin. ' Soif is!jaSd,^God'DfcLta«Ts in ^ pfos^ 

'perity of his people, he rejoiceth over tRem to do them-geocL 

But'Vhei}, through their siti ami folly, tiiey- hart ^letr xnrn s6t1s> 

Jesus is t<)udhed with a feelhig txf our infirmities; his Spnit Is 

grieved iit ouf conduct. 

' Who call tell in how many ways christitms-do this? Inwardly by 
•gtving way to unbelief; by low unworthy thoughts ofjestts, Mil 
blood, r%hteousnes8 aod salvation; bis mediatioti s^d intefcesilld^n^ 
of whom the Spirit is the glorifier ; so also by itidulging v^in^' akttitff 
sinful thoughts: outwardly, by neglecting thd gospel of grace, not 
IfraJkiiig Closely #ith lesasby faithj not conforming to his win in otif 
KVei and coni^eTsatiotts: &nd ex{>eriencre woefully' Con vific^th,' ^sit 
Vheti the holy Spirit is grievedj the poor soxil is distressed* W« 
ncter seftd the Spii^t grief ed tb heltv^, ttit he leaves o«(r splrhs 
|;rieved on earth* - He is our comferter t bf him belknreiv afe sealed 
udto the dty of redemptl'on. I^fough we are sealed bf him, as th^ 
I^ord's ow9^ possession, yet if he ieiives u^ to oursfelves, the View of 
JFc4o^ is Obscured .tti us, and his comlsrts ate w^diheld frtftAlm 
T4^l]^&&Ciiral- fears, legil tetrot^, and desponding ckiubts seise oil 
aifcf' «iid evil ^rits tejofceoterus, with '<<there^ there, so')in»(ildwd 
liive it.*' Though be never becomes the Sptrh of bon^ge to' «s, 
yet h^ Hvtts us to the bondage of our oWfl' legal spirits. JKhidt 
isetson hare tire to pray daily, "cleanse thy 'serviant, O lesDs, i^m 
his secret faults; and let not, O Spirit.Of graoe, presutttptuousdmA . 
j;et the dominion over me."....Pslhn xix. 12, 13. 

The Spirit, like a peaceful dove, Why should we vex and grieve his love, 

Flies from the realms of noise and strifei Who leads our souls to heav'ttly lifs } 



OCTDJB£|t IJ. m 

Casting dmn^ im^giwUmiSy and ^v^ry high thing tka(^ 
efallefh itself against the knozvledge of God^ and bring- 
tng into captivity every thought to the obedience of 
Christ. .,,2 Cor. x. 5. ... 
.! It- is fit that aoldieps of fctus should have tbe sentence of denth. 
\Ma themselves* They are hereby taught not to trust in theip-selve^.. 
Though armed with the spiritual weapons oi! their warfare, yet theyr 
«re no farther mighty and oonqueiing but as aided by the power qIT^ 
God* P«for soul«9 by trusting to their graces instfiad of the God 9^ 
All grace, have been foiledby the enemy) and h^ive. fallen* '^ I will; 
not trust in my bow, neither shall my sword save me : but^ thro^g^^ 
the Lord, will we push dowAiOur enjemies«"f«.Pi^a]«^livv 5, 6* Thi$ is. 
4h6 language of feith, this the confidence , of hujmbk soid^: aftei; 
believers have escapiedthe corruptions, that s^re in the world thrQUg.l|f> 
lust, and have been turned. f|v>m th^ir sinful, courses to the hf^^ 
Jesus, then danger threatens from another quartitr; self-righte.Qus;% 
ness will exalt its baneAil head agai^ist them* " Now J ao^ songiebpdy ^ 
I have received inherent grace and larengtb,, I am justifii^d, my sir^ 
are pavdqned, and I have got a- dean heart." Thustow/eripgims^g^ 
naijnns swell against God's everlasting love, his election of grace, thp. 
imputed righteousness of Jesus, and final perseverance of th^ ^aii^ts., 
When these evangietical truths are rejected, it argues that.^ride,^ 
Kelf-suffideticy, itnd self>righteousnes8 .prevail* . V^ily, O S9u|| 
^' thou trustest in thine own beauty, and playest the harjpt, bepausj^ 
of thy renown. Woe, wpe, unto thee." This is a. sevjjre reproof 
from the mouth of the I^rdt^.E^^ek* xn* 30. . $t. Austin is l^ere^ii^ 
lory, ^thatit hath been profitable to some proud spirits tgt fs^l into 
gross ofience^ for they have not lost so much by their fall 9s they 
liUTe got. by being down.*' It is better to be humble under .sin, than 
|o be.ptx>iad of grape* God will sufTer no flesh to.gl(K7.in his pre^ 
sence ; his truths tried at the- bar of carnal reason will b^ rejected* 
But .as free«>graGe truths are precious to that Spirit wbp indited theniji 
;k> be will bring disciples to submit to thjexa* To reject the doctrines 
of grace, under a ^ecious pretence to holiness, is to blaspheme the 
Godof wisdom^ High thoughtsofpurselves oppose the truths pf GQd; 
¥aia imi^inations strengthen self-confidence, which is contrary to the 
fiuth of Chriet* To see Jesus all in all, and to see.ourselves nothing: 
at aH, is to see and know ar^^t, in-the light of, truth, and by th<^ 
views of the Spirit of truth. There is an inward obedience of . the 
ke^rt,- a submission Ui the rigliteiDuaiess of God, as well as an.outr 
' ward obedient walk. There may be much of the pride and hpliniE^ 
of the Pharisee without, where there is none of the simple fiuth and 
love of Jesus within. . . v 



30Q OCTOBER 14^. 

J came not to send peace on earthy but a sward.^..Matt. x . 34^ 

Is not our Saviour the prince of peace? Hath he not made 
peace between God and man^ hf the blood of his cross? Doth he not 
f^ve peace in the conscience, and eataUiah peace among his people ? 
Is it not the essence of the goapel to preach peace by Christ? All 
this is true. Why then doth my Lord sayi *^ I came not to. send 
peace* but a sword ?" Conceive not of the meek Lamb aa though his 
soul delighted in war, and that the sword of slaughter should be 
4runk with human blood* No: he came not to dcsuoy men's lives> 
Iwt to save them* Therefore this award is no other than the '^ sword 
of the Spirit, the word of God." It is rendered in St. Luke, nirir 
siov* This sword divides and separates a christian from his cama| 
fiiends and relations; yea, divides asunder flesh and Spirit. Hence 
epen war commences, and hostilities bc|^} fi>r there never, n^v^ir 
can be any peace, harmony, and agreement, subsisting between^ 
tamal and spiritual men, no more than between flesh and Spirit ii^ 
the duisdan* These are contiaxy to^and at continual war with each 
other* ^ Wars and fightings come from your lusts." Sin is th^ 
cause of all contention and division among men : every christian is % 
Soldier; the sword of the Spirit, the word of God is one blessed part 
of his armour* By this he is enabled to resist satan, subdue faia lusts^ 
cut down unbelief, and to stand his ground against every enemy 
from the world, flesh, and devil, which are always in battle: arrs|» 
against him* ». , 

Thus the weapons of thy warfare, O soul, are not carnal, but 
spiritual and mighty, through God, ^' to the pulling down the strong 
holds of satan*" Though earth and hell are at war against thee^ 
yet strengthen thyself in thy God, he is on thy side. Fortify thyself 
by the word of his truth. This, for thy comfort, assures theet 
^No weapofi that is formed against thee shall prpsper, and every 
tongue that shall rise against thee in judgment, thou sbalt . coi^r 
demn."....Isa. liv. 1 7. By '^ this sword of the Spirit thou shalt prevail \ 
by the blood of the Lamb thou shalt overcome." "Not by might or 
power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts«"....Zech. iv. 6» 
Alas! the poor sensible soul is ready to say, my strength issmalli 
tny arm is weak ; though such a weapon is put into my hand, J have 
neither skill nor courage to use it aright ; sin, satan, and the world 
will be too strong for, and overcome me at last* No ; that is impos- 
sible* Though weak as infancy, feeble as chilcUiood, this blessed 
word exactly suits our state, and is a cordial to our spirits, ^ Ye are 
of God, little children, and have overcome them." Why so? 
Because ^< greater is he that is in yoU} than he that is in the 
world."*.*.l John iv* 4* 



Jkiktsaid-htio'ikhftj WKj^ skept/e? rHe and pray, -test j^ 

>' * Tari dull,* *!fcej)7 frame* of ^fsd[f>ks/ thotrgfe natural tb tlieihj 
ifte' fey fi6 ^nieans tf pmrntitidabfe ih theiny nor are they" tt>"find e^irttf sel 
fertheinr, as thcfug^ thia -wraa a slee^ «tate of\R<t''dhtti'chesf%tidsii 
we ^tc to He down afid^tfake our rest. Tftis ib- injurious to tHi? 
'hbho# of cmrdear maifer, bnhgii dtacredit tipOn his catiiSc andtntdffea^' 
h ttry uncomfortable, ^and^xposes sleeping^ sotih tb' many kW 
great dan^^d: though love iiiay excuse it, yet wfll Jesri« ishirfpF^ 
vspfbyt for iti Why sfeep ye? wherefore do you indulj^ ybBrsttv^rf 
with^-sloti when you 'isti% cdlcd to actiViiy? sl^ is mirfei^dfi^te 
when danger is near. Ye know, rhy biflc^d disciplfesj your adfer^ 
saryMsatan'is evef wakeful, watchM;iks5r% plotting afld'se^j^ 
to rob youf of yoiri- shield of Mthi Is tKisk tiiiirfb be^^hig^Si? W 
fold •]^ur hkmh in*'icrjr, a Ihrile mwe cai^fial esrt^-aM wbi-1^ 
pleasbres, a-ltt^'mor«f spirihtal ilumber? M^t'^cicddskBfe -t^W 
!tilSng steepy oiifcitii of ^Ifeasure to Indulge the flesfe; andfiWdilKfeid^ 
draught's from thfc wcfrW td drown the Spint* * Wiiiat?M^nest tlibl^ 
O sleepei*? ^«nit &nA[U\hii^x>ti thy^ God/* • Skj^iiot^^I'^aiA^i^-W 
littiiiitabfeffaihe; dull, iand heaVy." T!iou readesi'tff no fe\ich4^^T^ 
from tht*$e dropsy ^sdjil^ii to their master." Wilt tliou isfta/^4!hbtf 
rfrt rfcb' b^Bre tlibb ivilt' be indb^ribbs? He whd'dclls''t</auhr'i* 
Itotb^ble atid Vfilhtg to give strength in duty, and pdwer'to^erfofnit 
it. Take with you words and say, Jesus will give the SpiVlt to prdy? 
Bv^r reiiembfef; ptay^rs move* (5od,* not 'as an* cnralor Mores ' hi* 
fearers, but as ttie^M:ry of a bdoved' child moveni^hfcifeWi'oii^fe' 
ftfther f whfen iS^e 'are out of the reach* of danger, prayei» Mtf bernijfedi^ 
less.- fitit when will that be? not in this life; not' till eVef^'ihemf< 
h deitfoyfe'dV that ^H hot be till death is swMlowfed up in iffe.- i'^ 
* Now there Is' danger from temptation. iPttnptatioii cantidt hiirt lii, ' 
but enleting into the temptation wifl". 'Jesus *wai5 in all things - 
tem^tbdF like as'we ire, yet Without sin ; hi* temptiiSdritf ^erti alJ' 
.wfthOutf hitn ; they could not'ehta* ift to defife him; but they may 
lis: when thf iove of the world enters and prevails, the sense of the^ 
love of God is lost: wheh the lusts of the flesh get power, the oMiv' 
sblationd bf the Spirit are not enjoyed^ wfieA'ea^e and ha^pSni^ss'ariJ' 
eicpected- from anj^ other object but Jesus, tfie preciousf Stfviour iH- 
slighted inddisesteemfcd: thenr out vieWs bf^hti love are ccl^ea,'\ 
and our fibula miserably darkened. ***fhe ehd'of all things is* at'" 
liahd, be yt therefore s'ober arid watch tmto prayer.".!., f Pet; lv4 f • ' *'' 

• *, • A' .• ' • . - • If ' * . 

How precious is ©ur Saviour's love ! He hates the sloth we'r? subject to, . 
How tender his complaint ! * But yiet he loves the'sififit* * 

Vol. I. O o 
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Irtgmce at thy. taard, as one that >^fintlelk great ipoil./ii 
Psalm cxix. 162. \ ^ ^-^ 

The samto of God in «U aget wereiaugiit li)r tlittiaa»1|^iriCr 
lo^ed for tbo «i|me salvatkyn^ and were confoitcd hf the saftte Xs^lm 
feund itt the word of the L6rd| heiKe the iroR]>te to prccioiift tt 
them 9 It causes rejoicing of soul within them) thus it taof Ihe 
writtoi word of the Lord which makes known hit erefinstinf , Itn^ 
designs to sinners of mankind: this also » true of the essential^ 
diyinet and uncreated woaD) the Lo^ Jesus: he in person pa anifa a t ef ^ 
God'» thoughts of love> as words declare what is in the mind i it^u$ 
lay in the hosom of the Father from etomity.; he has revealed the 
Father's eternal love to us I O, he who findsth Jesus will rejisice iok 
deed. With jof , says Philip, <^ we have found him of whom Moaca 
In the lawf and the prophets did wrtte**'*».*John i. 4S. Hath a eonr* 
queror, who hath obtained a comfdete rktory over, and is enricbtng 
himself with the spoils of aweialthyenemy^ cause of rejoioii^? be^ 
much more has the chmtian daily Inmi the w<»d of the LonL Abis I 
the joy of the one is but momentary and uncertain; what he bath 
gained in war to-day, to-morrow he may be deprived of; hut joy 
through the victory of Jesus, and the spoil the ehristtai^ reaps ftsom 
the word are durable and eternal : the victory of Jesus ia- the chris- 
tian's spoil; here he beheads, sin sobdUed^^ death -conquered, sata« 
yanquiahed, hell overcome, and a crown, of eternal life and f^f^ 
fuUy.ehtainedt, absK^utely ensured, and which shall moat, eeotainljr 
be enjoyed* In the written word of the.S^cit a^ f^vea unto ua 
*^ exceeding great a»d precious peomises." In the .essential wond 
Jaaus, Hall Iheprpmises are in.him, yeaasid[>amen,.to the gh>ry of 
GodiKl' By the former w« understand ^' what ia. tiieJYGf)e.jnf ourlcalliai^ 
and wliMt the ricb»a of tho^^lory of. Qux.inberifaneeinUiersainliB*'/ 
By the latter* vOmm with Jesua, and faith, in l^m^ we obtain, the 
hap{>y assurance that all thinga are outs. '^Whether minister^ 
the woridf* lile^ death, things iM'esent, or things to oome, ail are 
yours, and ye afe Chtdst's, and Christ is God's*"«.»*l Cor. iii.SS,^d;. 
And ^ nothing shall be able to separate us from the tore pf. God whiQh 
k in Christ Jeaus»"«.«»Egm« viit« da. . 

Biased be God for the word of his gsacei the B«axi ; bkased be 
God for his un&peakable gift, Jesus. Heee* is th^T: treasikte, O 
ehristism; -where should thy hearth but in. meditalioa aiKl delight 
herein daily*? For thou oaost get spiritual joy friua norobjeot but 
victorious Jesus, set befoi^e thee m th^ goa^ ; aodfthe Qt^rerikhM 
seest salvation by him, so will thy ^ faith; be stronger, in hiin; this 
creates spiritual rejqicingpf soul continually^ 

How doth thy word my heart engage! ^yhen nature sinks aad spirits diOQp* 
How well employ my tongue ! Thy promises of grace * 

And in my tiresome pilgrimage Arc pillars to support my hope % 

Yields me a hcav'nly song. And there I write thy praise. 
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Sin sktdlnot hmr dominion averyda : for ye ure n6t uftdeh 
the law, but undet grace.. ..Rom. vu 14, 

: Wiio ir€ under die kmr? All #}io think tkty tm (Ulfil H, seek 
# te made righteous bf k^ and expect ^sidration^ from it; all ^cicW 
kft'xasin the dominion of »n «nd the curse 6f the law. Wh6 tit€ 
tnder^grace? All who fiy frbm the law as a ministratbn of tond^m^i^ 
MHioii, embrace the gospel as a ministration of righteousnesjm and 
iMn^ to- Jesus and expect n^teousness and salvation in him oklt. 
04iB#ti«i^ ^Ms no power to'destrby ; they are out ofits terntolies^^ 
in another Idngfdom) under another king: Jesus rules in and ^ve^ 
llitoi'r i^M hd Wys 6f every one of 'them, Sin shall rkat haVe domi« 
Biio«n^you^ O, iHiat a heart-reviving promise is this! how de« 
ll^ftifibftf hear^owr worst fc», our bitterest enemy shafl! A6t lord H 
«ver US ! Art thou/ O disciple!^ ready to cry out, Would to Cod bM 
lad m b^n^ln'mev then I should be completely happy I 'Rememtef 
MM^t thy Saviour said to Ms Another, << Mine hour is not yet come/^ 
;.MJrfhn ii; 4.' It is fenough that thou are called to the marriage of ^ 
«heLtmb$ ^e bridegroom Uepstfie best winef for the last'; thisl# 
aceellent wine on eluth^ sin* shall tvot hav% doniinion ovev us^ in' 
gloryr sBi shaH have no bemg in us. 

' Beaiisured, Oohristiaiif, thine enemies ai^dl conquered, though' 
sense and experience afibrd thee daily pro6f they are not all dead. 
Nevea* think of laying down thine arms, folding thine hands, and" 
seitffig tip thy rest here ; thou' art- stilK in^ the' camp ; the ene^y 'lies 
ki wftitto take 4^ advantage ; but here kr thy victory^ though ^nlii 
anenemyj whose life is commensurate widi the Mfe of thy flesli; 
though so neariy attied to thee that it ispart of thyself; yet, being 
one With Jestts, thou hast a sipiritual and etetnaliife, and the pdwei^ 
of omnipmence is engaged to preserve and keep" Aiee ; therefore siin 
^all not maintain its^ usurpation, nor hold dominion over thy sonf v 
ks empire hr dethroned, the kingdom of Jesus is set vip in thy heurt, 
€}itriit dwells there by Mdi, thy teiTt ia sprinkled from' an- evil con** 
icience by his blood; he Mfha hath conquered for thee willaho 
eofkquerin'thjee. . 

Take heed of a state of independence on him, and vain confidence 
inr' thyself ; ihink not the root and being' of sin are tiestrc^ed^ and 
Ihyfie!^ in a sinless state; for then thou hast no need of Jesus, foithr 
in him, hopron him4 nor prayer to him* O, if sasan thns rocKs 
anf poor ainner asle^, it is m the cradle of delusicm, while he sihg^ 
asw^t'sinen^s song: be ever aetiv^ and vigilant to oppose and con^ 
^ilfr thy iiAtedfoec Daily attehd this wholesonie advice; *^Let not 
sin reign in your mortal body, that you shovild obey it in tht lusts 
tbeiteitf<'\«*«vm'i8w . « . ' . 



» 
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Wherefore tve labour y that whether present ot absent ute 
may be accepted ofhim...:2Cor.y. 9* • 

"Ik ail labour there is pr6fit."....Prov« xiv. ^3* The belief of 
^is maketh the heart dilif^ent, lively) Jmd active* When Nehemiafo 
was stirred up to build the wail of Jeruitalem tiniidst the seots and 
opposition of enemies on every Aide, yet, in prayer, 'wktcbing, iftd 
working, he and his'brethren wrought with ofte hand, a guard in the 
^her, and this confidence of faith in their hearts, ^^Our Gtod shflll 
^ght for us.''...*Neh. iv. 20; Thus animated they- laboured ^L' the. 
work was finished. 

Thus the beloved brethren of Jesus arc called to be "stedfiot, 
iinmoveablej always abounding in the work of the Lord;'* b(«ig em^ 
fident that the 'Lord fights for them, and " knowing assuredly thiut 
theif labour is not in vain in the Lordi" The labour of love i* 
pleasant, it is profitable to the believing heart; the wo^k of 'fai^ ii 
delightful to the soul while it exerd&es the patience of hopei Mobt 
Reviving consideration! we serve n6t a'hatd taak^maitet^ We ld>btir. 
not for a rigorous, severe Lord; 'we ob^y not from base, mercetiary 
principles* No ; every command bf Jesus is in love? every worit wc 
do in his name is from love to spiritual good' as well as to his glpiy : 
we have the fullest assurance that we are ^^ accepted in the bdtoved*" 
We are not left to doubt of the way of acceptance, nor to do any 
tjiing to ptocure it; the truth, as it is in Jesus, fbrbiSs all this ;i but 
knowing our persons are accepted in Jesus, this i^ the most enliven** 
ing, powerful motive not only to d6, but also to abbund in those things 
^ith which God is well pleased ; to study to please God in our walk 
' and way, ch^erfally to lay out otirselves in his service, unreservedly 
to give up ourselves' wholly to the Lord: O, this is the ^Weet e3»ir« 
ercise 6{ faith- and loye« Shall we pretend to belieVe* that Jesus i» 
Qur Saviour and that we ate accepted in him, and yet not labour ahd 
strive that our works may please him? Not study said Endeavour, asr 
assisted by his Spirit; to avoid those things that $xe coritrary to hi» 
n ature and commands ? Aks I this is " hailj master ;" only like Jttdas 
to give a kiss of hypocrisy, while faith in him and- love to: him* are 
wanting. ' .''•'■• 

' Thou disciple of Jesus, fmm that moment ^ou didst enter into the 
rest of Jesus by faith, thou art called to labour, that thy workit may^ 

' please God, and be accepted of him; and when the heart Is Whole 
with its Saviour and simply looking to him, need one forbid -such 

' a soul to refrain fl:om the Vam pastimes and sinful |;ratific&tioils of a 
carnal Svorld? No; he saith these things do hot plfeas^ Aiy Lord^ 
they cannot be acceptable jto him, they shall not ensnare ine, I^can* 
not displease my Saviour* "We love him because, he first lp^4 
ns.*'....l Johniv. 19. ' 



:t4M'J«^^said^ IwfU malm aU. w§. goodness pass beforis thefii 

r.mdJmllproclmm the name (^ the Lord btfarc th^e; 

and will be gracious to zchom I ivlll be gradous, and vqUI 

]* 4Ji:ew;^crcjfv?i xvhovtiwillsheiv merci/....Exod.xx%i\i. 19. 

•7* ^RNAi. reason, piridei and iml}etief, like a threefold co.rd, bin4» 

tM stkui (Under legal bondage ;. eapK oC theae mutually strengtl^ena. 

tbo^/otber? and allcoiubine to oppose the; sovereign goodness anrt 

f laec of lOur Lord* Instead of believing ini so as to be con^forted bf. 

freofgnice defiat^^tipns from out God» how apt are we to qonsult ^sti 

and blood I How pfone to reject them^ because we cannot reconcile 

tlkem toiour carnal reasou ! here is the^ grand soui^ce of that daipning 

4a» ulibelief. ^R^ar^el not, JbeUever, ttbQugh the pyide.of thy flesh 

i!^s and r^bel^ againi^t distinguishing graqe and. d|s<^ijqair|ating love* 

.T^i^,: t^Ugbswee.l; to the experience of faith, istjifter to the sto* 

,liW;h«o|'riel|eHioij^s. nature: b?jtj?(»e.is thy liaercy; grace, which isk 

• ^overeigQ in its natpre, is saving in. its opera^oni^ ; all musjt be re« 

4plvQdJinto tl^is hjunibling aQkna\i^Iedg.ment9 ^'^I» a poor sinnetr, who 

. cmild neither will nor run the way of salvation ; the Lord wills to 

%ht;w,,m^ his gopdness, iq proclaim his namei to bestow his grace, 

^d coogfort me with hi^.m^rpy iji Christ Jesus,,. ta the salvation pS 

: .Thus the. Lord speaks ip love ; let all his^ childrea hear in faith» 

.i^ejoicer and be humbled. Where, O :Soul,. canst thou fix thy foot, 

l^Ut thoU; standest upon th^ ground of free grace ? Hast thou faith I 

- 1\ is o£ grace* . Dost thou fipjip^^rdon of sin and conflation of heart 

ki.Chnst J^sua ^ , It is of grace* Dost thoa '^ Iq^t God I It is because 

.tiehas first laved thee*'- Dost thou hate sin as pontrary to God's 

. gjlory. ai^d thy soul's peace:? What astonis^hing grape is this | Con* 

. aider ;itjO|i; tby knees; reflect on it^ith meltuigs of soul. Why 

i shouldst tl>pu .be sipgled out by the power of the word, marked by 

. . the. gr.c9 of th^ Spirit for salvation, when many hundreds perish 

fTerla3ti;Qg^y ? Why are.thii^e eyes opened amidst a throng of blind 

, lioners? . Why art thou watered, like Gideon's fle,ece, while others^ 

..- arftvdry.i Waa thy, nature better, tfcy desires holier ? What condi* 

tions hadst thou performed to procure this .? Grace has taught thy. 

» sold otherwise than.sa to^hink ; all must be resolved into this «soul- 

r bumbli^) Godriexalting truth, ^^I will be gracious to whom I will 

' be^racious*." Here is an inexhaustible source of comfort ; this anevier-^ 

-felling OQotive to love and obedience ; that grace and mercy which 

, GodoweS'toAo one sinner on earth, be has freely given to thee; 

/ilia tbjF privilege .to rejoice in it, thy duty to confess it, and to lie in 

th«dus<k£md>I^vhU]j[»ble;« ^^f.bygrace> it is no no^re of works*'^t*ii 
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Thh same Jesus whkh is tmken up Jrm yak into UsMS^ 
shall so come in like manner as ye have seen kirn go^ato 
heaven,...Actsu II, 

Tufe pftitingof dear ftiendtflt very grrieyoos toi tAettiig;; bi^ 
iormw » Alieyiftted firotn txpectacion of ikeedMtg ^g^ain. O Ui^joy 
^ medtkig Mr tletf IH«ii4» In |^rf, who «i« gone befbrei b«0 
What wia hftlghten Mj will be sight rImI «fljdyiiieiit<tf tiur bMir 
lipiend and dett«at SavkHir. The diaci^as wete kxAlftg ited^Qidf tm 
Heareiiy alteip their dear matter aseebded to glorf , wfMtt iliey reeari' 
ed thia.asaorance t thej taw hit humsoi fomif the saate dear man^ 
ffaclr Moved eoa^MnioD with whom they had tooften eat aM dmik 
dnd taken aweet counsel^ and who was iataljr erocified, dead, mt 
buried; tldt Wrjr man Jetot tbey taw ateaiid ; the Soiiof Ckad catotiE 
from heati^ in Sfnrit; he aatttmed a bodf of fteah aitd blodd ; he 
Hred in it t)ti earth ; and hating *fintihed tile work his Fath«».gav« 
hrm to do, he took the iatM body with Mm fo gloty : this 8<iii9 
JesQs shaSl to comt agalto in like manner^*' Every eye ^tall ateerhktf 
in the lastdayin his hrnnan form. 

Thus- in all tile traAMetions of Jeans by fttth, wt ^Hieboid' thW: 
HAW*^ Vieir hhn in his biith^ an'oufoast babe in poverty; td^ 
advanced years oi life, ^a man of sorrows and acquainted 1i4th griel^ 
de^pis^d tnH rejected ai metk :" in death he <fied at asiother man^;' 
yea, an accursed death, at* a tnaleftietor ; in hit resiurr«eidtin<aii(l 
atcensioil with i^hnman body tike our own; ancii waa^tliy Saviotuv 
bdi^ver, a mim *Mike unto thyself in di things, but without thi;^' 
knd having petfeetily expiated and atoned for aH our tint, belt now 
at the right hand of Cod, the gloiified mak, stilt in human Ibnir 
plea^ng oOr cause* ^ And he is able to sate thetii to the nttermoai 
w4io come unto CMI by him, seeing he ever lives' to make inior-- 
cession.'%*.*Heb. vii; 35. God it in Christ ; thou es«tt ao« eome tiiP 
th^Deitybutthrough the humanityof Jesus s mindthar. Whocaat^ll 
the uttermost of Jesus' salvacioa ^ It is unto all manner of perfeibtion> 
both of soul and body. How sweet and encourage '« this to ftdth^ 
tftait oar Saviour, our brother, our friend, is in oar naanre beftre the 
throne 1 ^Ht ever Hves ; ha it able to sa^e*'* And onat thou cfver 
doubt of his ibve and wiiiingnasa^' 0> remembarCalvary I ddnk of 
tea agony and blood-tkedding'there; And canst thou want a proof of 
his Ibve, poof sinner ? If thou, whalM anr enemy, wast redaomedand 
reconciled to God by hit blood, how much more» being ntCDnGtM 
shait thou be saved by his lift i It is thy htftpincsa to'be wr«r loaky 
i^ upon and uato Jesus as the man and Mediator by whom thou 
eomest to God ; bo looking for hiQi to see him in hiagloiifiod form* 
^He shall come again in like manner," ^Ho be glorified ushias^Hiiri 
and to be admired in all them who believe."*«««2 Thessr^i* 10* 



\ sot 
JSh&9m<:n^k' b^ CM^ amt he n^Ul djnrw nigh Uf yi 

i' 

How sweetly i« the children's ^uty and the fethcrt promise 
joined ;tp^tl^^) The t«tiei> is a mostfiewer&ii eneoiirag^nii^nt tothe 
ffWfnct; though ure^ wen ^«tei«limes tbg of) jot being insd^ nigh 
bf thie Udii «f icmm'' iTe aw «^h«ft«4 to mah nig^ ti»r Gq4 I» 

1m who lia^ loomised,'' h» wilt 4fftW iai^ to . ua to. blast us* To 
Uv& near God is^\«QrheaT«n below; toexpeitece «dlsttuicofto» 
him is OQ^ niMei'y ; we cagnol dvaw tiigh.to God but^ift the ifva|r ho. 
ya dkfaWB nigh^ to m«^ thiKt is b Clifitt, iti i;he htttMSiilf of- Jtaoohii 
Soft; faltlIQl»^a^Im>aQke«>taGod^ eoosider ^kt Jeavis^is tbo objisol 
of'ouv&ith; andQoB m hs»i; all o^Boro^Qtftdraw&mgii^ wtH 
iedve ^he tfoHl'in a ^alnfiil MMe ofrdiatanse from ^e tfiM God and 
feieU congfeit. Happy, oaly« haff y ciAst thoo^ be, whilo thou ac^ 
d^y-Uv}t^ in i:lgs#coBUia9Dioii aod n^ar feUowahip with thy. God 
and Saviour^ While the tenoraof tha <la«< dvive. legal spirits^. ti> 
duty to folfil terms of peace and coiidiitiOti%oCa(^eptencef evaoga^al 
promises ev^r sweeAf* constraiii^aiid eacoun^gf^ to ever$F di|ty tboao 
who ^ave tiot under the law, but under grace*" . To liyo in &eglec| 
of our duty and God's ^rdinanoes, ia devilith li<;entiiQUsnaa9f but to 
be fenrent in apiiit, s^^iag^tho Lord, ia truocbiistiaii^l&ortf.( heeo 
is our foeycy^ wo hove a.sure winyofaocass ; by Josas we draw, nigkt 
in him God and mfni meet ;r. the holy Spiriiiaounatrang^ '^prayiBflT 
m the He^ Ghost." At U M tjio office of Cl^rt8t< to uitercedo mv^ 
iM> so the Holy Ghoeft iatcareedeii tv vs \ ooaa ad^wocate wUIhA) b0 
eoajbkea ua toplead in faith whai^ Jeuts ia to us, what Jiahatf^'dooa ktn 
u»; so we speak withconfid^ce'to our dear Father: ha halpain 
pnoyer, aa^^ nurte helpeth a little child that is unable to.go of itael^ 
or as t weak deerepAt* person ia upheld by tho^arQU* ' > 

Hero is <Mir enooili«g»ibeuV the wordof pi;im48ei<'^^^ 
nigbtoyoui." Thia, Osoul, isthyhappuiesahdoir, tj^h^viaaoo 
eimrih^ tohtve aceess to the Godofnietoies., and tho Father of, all 
omis^alnlia 'doaw/iugfa to thee; thou alreetfly fitxdest it so;, not 
merely to^dfaw nigh to duty, but to God in«duty ; tofind and feel 
the special presenee and Uessiifg of-the Lo)^; without this, loiR^g 
heail)s-<$afiiiot-.be. satisfied; eomimmion. aAd fellawahip wit|i Gqd| 
finding nealxieso of spiril, delightful intMCoui'se, hairing to- do. wUh^ 
God, andi^oelviAg inward peace and kyvefrom him; O, this ia tho 
gloefF.of the life eflaith; oo Jeauai and this draws us away frem,i|ifi. 
makes ua. deadaoali tl^^.beude* When Qod aod Chtiat a^ 
heaTen is witldn, aH wijthoot becomes trulft mean enddespieal^lo iK 
companaon. ^It4s good Cor me|M sattluAsapi^ ^lo dimi iieax to 
Cod."*M;Psalmfapdii. SB. 
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/ afn crucified with Christ : nevertheless I live; yelnjflot f^ 
but Christ liveth in me : and the life which now I live in the 
Jleshy I live by the faith of the Son of God, icho loved vie, 
4i7fd gave himself far me. ...Gal, ii, 20. 

Tat state of « chrtsiian is a seeming paradox. No niarvel the' 
tilings of God are fooUshness to mitun^ 'men, and that* we- aire 
accounted fods for.Obrist bf them ; for the truths of God, as well as^ 
•he life of bis childven, appear to he absutdto them* But ^ the life 
fif Jesus is made nianifest in oar. fitssh.''«*««3 Cotviv* 11# Hence he' 
•aitlii) ^'If aagr man will come after moi^ let him deny himself. **.,.• 
Matt* xvi^ 24. Doiy tlie *ri»e of his own righteousness, the cor* 
mpt jLUSTs of hk sinftti fl^siif andown me as his life, and foDowme' 
iishis Lord in the regeneration; in this ciniclfixion of nature, this 
de^h to every hope but Jesos,' this iife of fktth on him^ consists the 
peace, love, faottness, and joy of our souls; this spi^ngs from love',' 
excites to love, and is nourished by love;* so wAnjoy heaven below. 
Thus is heaven above insured: to us. * 

. Blesfted lifei happ^ believer! to feel ChrisMivIng in thee, to live' i 

0^ hfan by faith. Envy you, ye sons of fotty 9M vanity ! we do not j - 
joui with you in your carnal delights we cattnot; joys infinitely 
mperior are osurs; pity you, indeed we do; nor with youf ye sons of 
tibe bond-womany ean we Jive on -ouv works and duties, derive fife ' 
fiofn terms we 6dfil, and condttiom we perform;- as if forso much 
mrk we es^n so much wages:. odrGiod owes «ts Nothing; yeth< 
gave Ms Son &Mly>, ' ^ that we might live through' hite.-' Th^ ^ 
beloved Son of God himself is our life* our all; though wrecche<^ 
guilty^ daninabl& creattures. by nature and practiect yet astonishing ' 
gnbbe ! *^ he loftd uS) imd gave himself for us." Of this we are be4d 
food cpn£disnt; .this truth bears, the divine impress; the Lord hath 
confiriaed it with .an ^oalh; hc^e.to admit the least dolibt Is base and 
tuu^sonaUei the life of faith- springs from tnirtti- itsielf, and is' as 
cootraty to doubting as it is to sonmndity i yet, while in the ilesh, it 
vraU be of^iosed by both. But is every believer in Jesus assured with 
V Banl, ^SChrtst loved me, andrgave hsmself for ms !" No: though this 
knowledge is essential*. to, the con^o^t of out souls^ yet not to thV' 
being of faitlim the iiean* nor is ittbiB object of fakh; y€t it is the 
JQyfol privilege of every believer^ and as such is earnestly tobiecoveted'y 
and all diltg(pace given- to attain it; we aie loved with the same love, 
Sieved by tiie same truths the s«me feith given us by the same Spirit • 
which.Paul had,: and to. the saitte end to make us holy and happf ; 
and the comfoffter; who testsfiea of Josus in the word, will sooner or 
later also bear witness totiie heart, and fill the soul Willi the fruits ^ 
of &iib and the.joy of assuranoe ; every &itfalul, abiding soul in the ' 
Lamb shall rejoice tojsayv ^^ The Spirit itself beareth witness witli. 
my spirit, that I am a child of God."....Rom. viii* 16. 
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Then beg^an he to curse and to swear^^Mt/ingy I kmavnot 

ike man,. ..Malt. xxvi. 74. . .. 

... .. . . . . • 

• 8iiL7*iiX6iiTZ0vs. hearts are readf to tMnk^ better t6 }m6 con^ 

sealed Peter't abominable- wicked conduct* No; 4:he Spirit of 

ivisdom hereby stains the glory of ail flesh) and exalts the superb 

abounding riches of Jesus' grace over the aboundings of sin.- He 

shewsf' in- Peter's denying his loving Saviour, what human nature 

is, and what shocking depths of sin a believer inay H\\ into when left 

to the XKOi^kings of carnal nature and the bufietings of satan. Dread^ 

iul to think of t^ Most earnestly to be*prayed against! Yet we seethe 

affectionate heart of Jesus is ever towards his wounded, fallen mem-* 

hers. »Love is within, ahd by a look of love, how suddenly, how 

effcictually did Jesus raise and restore Peter ! Three denials of Jesusy 

each attended 4f\th highejT aggravations, though deserving only a look 

of wrath, and a froM^ into hell ; yet were followed with d look from 

Jesus which brake Peter's heart into affection, and melted his very 

soul into love* Amazing grace! Astonishing kindness! Let no dis^ 

ciple think, I am not In danger of falling, after the like «i&aln{de dt 

unbelief) for every <me is.. '' 

^*If any poor lamb of Jesus' fiock is fkllen, and has been worried and 

tom by the wolf, let him not say that his loving shepherd has cast 

him off £or ever, and has no more care for him or love t6 h1m< 

What 1 will the true she|^erd who g^ve his Hfe for the sheep, whcf 

bought every one (^ them with his own blood, will he suffer the 

enemy to rob him of his property, and destroy any one ofhitf 

purchased ones ? No, verily, this can never be while Jesus is mighty 

to save. That can never come to pass till Jesus ceaseth to Ibve^ 

and he can as bo<hi cease to exist; for Jesus is God, slnd God Is 

L0VE.M*! John iv« 16«> G, how- oft are our poor'Houltl hurt and 

wounded 1 though4iotm denying Jesus to a fellow-creature wi^ 

oaths and curses, yet too oft lufe we ashamed to* confess his^kf^r 

pQrs<^, his precious cause, his despised cross. Yel^ and ivfien we 

entertain unloving thoughts of our 3aviour, from the wbrldiig of 

unbelief in the heart, ithis naturftlly tends to deny Jesus in his offid^ 

and character; leads to depreciate and think too meanly of his safvA» 

tioD, his bkiod, rtghteousness,- intercession, and 'laithfolne^s to hln 

people. Hence we encourage guilty fears, our "Hews of his l^ve get 

deuikd, a sense of it in the heart grows cold, and the inAuenee of 

it orn.the tifois bemunbed* Is not this in effect to say,* ^I know not 

the^mani" Sfiastk are the: workings of aamreand tinbelittf^ O) how 

Ktde4o we ^fXQsidor what Chiist hath done, ^ and is doing for ust 

Weii^Te.too asqan^uid oontracfeed views of Jesus at l^st; and such 

at tiaaeaaawe aife ashamed o^ when we are-eifabkd elearty ta viei^ 

^<Christinus4Nirihopeofglory.''...'.Col.i.9T* . - . 

Vol. I. P p 
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Smntftiber Lat^Ji w^...jMke xvii. 32. 
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It mny do a Afdple mucb good» it can do him no ^mmkf t9 
call to nuDd the judgmcaMs of Us God» HoaiSe be nujr leiu:n fate 
otheis' faarm to be vaoft wise and waiy* If he sees pvofessocs fidi 
Cirafyitteaches him io lake heed; itteQdstola^.himlewinhuniili^r 
at the fieet of Jesiis» and escttes .gratitude and love in his heaity 4n4 
makes him cry out in astonishment) Why wi Inot fiiHenl How am 
Ike^! *^ Glory to grace i" Itiswelly O helievef) eyertoiemeviher 
thou stsndcst by £uth; ^Be.not high mindedt butfrar." Q, fear «» 
look back with awishfiil eye^ or a lusting^bc^^ to ^cMofal^snitifia 
of e carnal world. Remember Lot's wife* Wh^ qf ber^ iSbe. 
IcMtered ; she didnot keep uf^.with her husbands she wws behind hinw 
SO) soul; if thou dost loiter^ and not keeil clo^e with Jesus^ tl^ 
hud>and,,thou wilt be iu danger* ^^Sheilooked bfMdC' Irom bebilfl 
him/' Here was'an act of feUyy unbelief stfi^jdJaebedjencB i iolljr 
kk thinking, asshe was bdund Lot, he eouid not 9ee ber look ba^k* 
UM>ellef9 in not sled&Uly crediting God's, woid* Disobedience* i|^ * 4 

• iookiiig back to Sodbm, canttary to bis word» in«teed of looking ft^- 
ward) and upto the Lord. O soulf foiget not Jes^ seesi the loo||^ 
of thy heart if th^.are to^this perishing- world. He sees the imbf- 
iief of thy heart, if thou fesgetest him, and lookcst U> any thing .bi|t 
fata for ha|)|itneiSk He will punish dbM^edience to Us vcocci ^^ foltoir 
me."' <^She became a {Hilar of 8alt.".M.Gen. xix. 26* A lasting 

'monument of God's jod^nient* Though we never see this |>iUarpf 
ialt,'<yet we iluiy seesueh every day. How xnany ^eem to tum.tb^r. 
backs upon the wtorid, and escape to Jesus, but t&eir eyes loojsL^g^ 
to it* Lodlung begets longing;, thcar feet are-agm^QititniM in 

' its snares, their heaits bewitched with its smilesi tb^ ai^ buglSfd 
to deaiih in the world's embraces,' a^d become.a^^e piUar of ,salt9^ a 
monument of God's judgment upon their conduct* It issi^ppo^d 
L<ot*4 w^ tetiJAed her natuaai shape in this pillars so in such 
pityfessors there is all the appearsnce of the Ibrmof >rdig|ion:kept «^; 
but the heirt, the spiik, the life and power of it^ areenticdy extuhct 
in their souls* Their very hearts are f^ven up to the iiK»>ldf and Mitc 
as cold and as dead to God as Lot% wife, when she biMSpime.iL pillar 
of salt) was to the things of this life. ^ The eye Is a gfeetjntet .to 
teknptfiition. Saints have woefoy y ^^pericoiced this 1 .I>ay|d did* He 
sai^r^theh he longed after enjoyment. Q bdiever,. Jesus is iAfy^ol^t. 
Here looking may b(^ love and longing, without dangei*- of hiMt; 
yea, With the greatest certainly of good to thy .^souk £f^ Iwik^ tbf 
Jesus, remember him; so wilt thou, with Paul^ ^Ibigett&e Ihiaga 
that atrebeldnd) and jj^ss toward the markofthepriee of thyN^h 
calling in him. Thou hast escaped for thy life.'* It isitfaec<miis^tad 
of thy God) in love to thy 8ou]> ^hook not behind Ihec*'' 
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How can ye heliece whkh recerpe honor one qf another y and 
. seekndt the honor that€omethfromChd0nly9.\.John^i^^ 

"^ • * ^T«x fear of mail biingMi m «ficre«'%*»PT6T« 3adx..M« It is a 
%ttat enemy «b the poirer of futlrin the heart* The idateom of niaii^ 
^•' b^'ivtli' spoken df) to have heu^ and <|ipfaiaae fromtheiiiy.tife 
Uleaiang to the flesh, hut hmtfal to the Spirits The ariadom.aad 
Ksmmg of natural men, are contrary to the shnpBcity that i8?in 
ChHst, ineompad^faie iKth the csDtfs ofCfaristvand withstanda an 
cp^ edttfessidn of ' him whof is. an honor toua; fiir hy the futh l)f 
iel^ we are honored.of the.Father to he'Ms dnkh-en, aod to enjoy 
awee^fsUowshifi and commnnion with him in our spirits* 
^ Hereis.the blessedness of the £dtihiof«fisciples; ^<It ataodeth not 
Ih the wisdom of manrhot in'the power -of God*-'..**! C(N^.ii«4k« 
ilenso^ l¥e artt to << call ^o man Rabbi, for one is our master, erai 
KsHs^*'* -We are to sufer na man to^lord it over our fiuth ; not to.pin 
^^r'&o;^^ anyvmati^^^beeve ; merely to believe what an^r man says, 
be''heieirerso wiye afid;rleamed« 8omeave£bod of being atlhe head 
«f a patty; ' others love to humooir them, faidhecome. tails and ^locls 
to'th^thr; ajid thiblf'i^r hearts a^ hen^ iadif.irent.and torn, by 

^Ai^iules And' dinsio^ which so much abound* But- have we not 
thepH&i, sitepte teaeUngsof for biesoed pr^et to look to? 0» 
Itow often do ifiseij^let "of fcsns give honor to men, in expecting. thut 
teadhing and that ciamfertfRMn thenawhieh eometh .from God only ! 

• 9*00 ^is it tfaecr^, I wU^ heatwhat such aannrsatth, what this and 
ihe oth«r teaehotl]f) instead of ^ I nM faear what the Lor«Jl God will 

. bpeak,'.* nvliat he ^h taught in his word. .1 will abide by that.<miy. 
This l^nor xom^ th fmn God- cply, to speak |nsoe hf Jesus. Christ 
outwat dly in hiA/ word, and inwardly ;by his Sfmtf therefore we are 
tb seareh the wprd diligently, wait for the S^t patitntly, treaswe 
up and ponder «pon the sayings of Jesoa in our hearts ccmtuwaUy* 
^histiato htonpr hisn whom/tb^ iPatber honors, to^be thcr pro^etof 
his <^Hirdi« Iklievers have . an >^ «nc|ion frota the 4Iofy . One^ that 
tfeaeheth theni aHr thmgs•'^•••} Jdjpti ti« 90. fiurdy they ought no^ to 
hear those who^know not the truth! ^^ Them that honor me, I will 

*lionor,*~ saitiv the Lord^a Som« it* ICU: Jehovah commands us* 
f^Hearmybalovedf'Soii.".M»Markix«7. In the fiiMce of allopposi* 
«tion to^betiiBVe the wovd, the pronds^, andt.the oaih.of the Lord 

-■ doncetning^rand'&ee saWalion by hia% Son Jesus.only, ^is is the 

' h<9>or^di& Lofd cequares fromiua^^ildren: and this obedience of 
JdKb, Gfkl will honor with inward peace,, and .the wknesaof his 
•Sfthftv wkh a life of lote, and the sanctifying renewinga of the 

'**iI*Gly 'Chost from day to day* Sanctify the Lord God in your 

* hiiaits^ ^Ce«fe ye£coiaimaa> whasejhreathiain his no«trils«'%.t 

^i'-isa^ii,.^ - 
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Kncwingi that qftkt Latdye AaH tecdoe (bitVenard.^ i^t 
. inheritance : farj^ serve the Lord Christ. ...Col. vk S^. 



SATi»i& Mowl«lgeis i&cccnipsnkd wkK liiim9itjr> proddttite of 
\tift t<y JtBu^ and deliglit in hi* teMct* To ^sirt tb lavo^ tewre' 
of tke truth, te order to gain ^nater meattirtts of kyre, <nd irfovo 
cfaoerfol conformity to him, Ms k prake«wcath)r« ^(For iMmAci 
loDketh into the perfect law of ttborty, and Gontemoth thertflii,'te 
Mng not a forgetlul hearer, but a doer of the wb»d,'thti manifaiO 
be btee^ed in his deed*"***; James i. d5« Chrisdan, thon kit liot eaflod 
td dfeam orerdr^ disqniiitioM and'stiblft! n^aeiii^t% mertlf t^ 
fili thy brain vith nke speeiilatioffs; but to faavte thy hewt nhtsaod 
irithJove, thy practide lafin^nced to ^obedieneOy as wel^ its thf Jildg* 
liient estAbUshdd in trilth; Remember thy catling, study ^ t^ward^ 
glory m bein^ a servant of Jesus; bis work is pleitfairt^ his Stttk4 
perfect 'freedom, his wages ii^nitely ^reat, reward in th]^ woHi, 
Ttward for thy work, and ah ettisial infaerhanee 'wfam thy shokit day's 
Work b ended; and ail of tiberich foirbr and ftee gtsfievf theiJovdf 
0hriteti •^- • . • ■ . •• .^ ■ 

Shall -the pleasureii of sin, which «(fe But for a sdason, the tiftf^ | 

drudgery of sata&i, Which is Iniserable bondlage, theidluitegiitnilei 
iff.'a.pei4iihing world; shftH th^'e be placed in H:otn^titfon 'with th€ 
Service of Jesus? ^Knowing (hat we senr^ the Lord Christ." O^ 
how does this sweeten duty^ and make every path d«^h^)^i Canst 
thflftr hesltale one tnoment, wh^ the Question ijl, choose you this 
day vhom you will serve, Christ or Satan tNb, vcfily thxm cans! 
not, if sobe thou hast tasted tii the infinitely 'i^ich grace of tlie etet^ 
Itedly precious Christ. Hath «£ bougie us wMi his bloodi R^eefm- 
ed u;s to God? Wrought oiit % HghtedustieSs to c)oth^ and iifdofir uii 
stid prepared mansions in heiit^en to recei^us^ kM ^hall bar ^on« 
iKict bo contrary to oor profession! Our |>t«(^e^t Cbiiforniisble t^ 
our j^idgtneht ? Or our wklk InctmlnStent with otif faith ? - Whbre theti 
is the proof that we serve the liard Christ f WhW etidenci§ that Wo 
know' the Lord is interested in, l|r'may expect the reward of his 
iifhei^itahce f We may Well cry 6#t, Woe to our wf etched, sinfitll 
fixture, which -is contriKry to lesas^'and is ever opposing hi^' trtkhi 
Wiays, and love ! Shame to us, w^ lo^e him nO more, 'ho^ serve hiid 
no better! Blessed be Jesus ftt* the gift Of his Spirit. O^that 
th^gh his sancdfyingand sm-itibrtifylng Operations,- we maiy be in 
love, wholly devoted to his service, who in ttiercy wholly devoted 
himsMf for our salvation ! - 

JHoyi &trong.thine srnvis^ mighty I^or4l He has done more. than Mosea did^ 
Who would not fear thy name I Our Prophet and our King ; 

Jewjs, f»o^ s-Weet thy graces are 1 - " From bonds of hdl he freed our sbsts^ 
We love and serve the Lamb* Taught us to love and sijlg^ «< i 



OCTOBER rr* 313 

ThthU^xviis given ^fy Mosesy i^iit grace and truth tame bjf 

Jesus Chris t... John \. 17 

.:- ^IVis Dftturid^ us aH to %9J of the moml: lair» as t^e.king of 
brael auld of that faithful prophet: of the Lord, Micaht '^ I hate hiuit 
i9r:he kkth not prophf^y good concerning me» <hut evil."«Mrl Kinga 
jutii^ & Itis truO) thai the holy^. spiritual law of God can yield. no 
oomfofty hopC) or peace to any poor sinner of mankind. Yet the 
Mic?ecin Jeaus cannot bate the moral law; it is a traascri^ of hia 
father's miad and will; it is God's good gift; it answers very vaUia^ 
Ue ^enda and purposes to the sQuls of his children* We know sin hy 
the law, as we know Christ hy the gospels juhough the law waa 
gi!ifen by Mosea^ a meek.prophet, yet it is full of fiery wrath, mini* 
aters! eondemnaitiQtty and denounces curses, yea eternal death an4 
dftiniiation to eyery transgressor* Yet why 9 O soul, shouldst thoa 
batecthe law .^ .That is not the cause of allihese evils; but thy sinsf 
thy violations of its holy, )ust, and righteous precep^• Here ^x ihy 
hatred; here it is just. Believer, the law is thy friend; it shews 
thee thy duty ; it cuts thee off from all legal hopes; it razes eyer^falao 
foundation, every expectation from thy own righteousne|is« The 
trumpet iMiunda.its alarm louder and louder; the voice of wovd» ia^ 
ahnUer^nd ahrilkr : and it will ever ht temble in its sound to thy 
conscience, except thou art under the grace dnd truth which camo 
ky Jesus .Christ*. • . . • 

I Here, behold and admire the transcendent excellence of Jesus 
MvjLh oKoaACK AKp TRUTH. Grace, ev^n the free fayorof God ta. 
sinners,, came by Jesus Christ* TrutA, in every acoon^lishment 
of the ceremonial, in perfect fulfilment of eyery righteous demand 
Which the moral law could exact* Here is thy wiadom^ to opposo 
theJiSs. and death of. Jesus to every righteous demand, to ever)? 
ierrible threatening, and every dreadful curse of the law« As he is 
^y hosband ; all debts, dues^ and deaianda he £br ever satisfied* 
lesus. came ^not to destroy Xhc lai^ but to fulfil it*"***«MattkT« iy« 
Sjaysi the immortal H£& VST, ^^Jeg&s is the author of our &ith, a»<l 
Ihe former of our graces*^ In ms unpolluted lile we see the patl^ 
ih his meritorious death the price, andin his triuiitphant resurrectiefei 
the proof of bliss and immortality* If we offend, and fall seven 
tinies a day, he is the Lord our peace ; if we are depraved, . and oue 
best deeds unworthy, he is the Loan oua aiOHTSousNEss, If w^ 
are bcntiah in heavenly knowledge, he is the Lord our wiadom, hit 
word dispels the shades, his S{Mrit scatters the tnteUectuai gloomy 
his eye looks our darkness into day* In short we are nothing, ami . 
Christ is ALL* Worse than defective in ourselvts, we are comi^te 
IN Miju We act hy strengthi and i^lory iv it righteousness not out 



own*" 
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«U OCTOBER U. 

If children J then heirs, heirs qf God, and joint^^hthrs tei^^ . . 
Christ....l{om. yiii. n. . : ^^ 

If a cbiklv trom' a spirit of untowardhess, rdns into afiii rolh 
itself inthe'dirtf would not that parent be a monster of'barbid4r|^ 
who, instead of cleansing it from its filth, sbodid dash out its'brkths^ 
Vet there are those who dare assert such to be the conduct oT Gbi 
towards his children hi Christ. For they say, though a mlu be A 
child of God, by faith in Christ Jesus, yet he may so fall into sin^ 
that God may consign him eternally to hell for it; but, like Pdul^ 
such speak *« ignorantly, and in unbelief.** While we wish them tm 
be taught better; from such miserable teachers, and such &l8e doc* 
trine, we pray ** Good Lord deliver lis.** What! Can any of God^r 
children be in such a filthy, polluted condition, that he has not wisdom 
enough to know them? Is there not love and power enough iit htl^ 
Spirit to lead them to the fountun of Christ's blted,' that they may 
wash and be clean? Or has not the blood of Jesus virtue enough ^t6 
cleanse them from ALL ^in?'* It is plain, such notions comeiW>ii^ 
the father of lies ^ fOrthey deny the reign of gf&te, and flatly con^ 
tradict the ^orious truth here asserted. 

• Plrst, ** If child^eii^'* how come any sinners, who are by n&tui^ 
children of wrath, to be children of God?'<' God predestinated thetn 
onto the adoption '<^ children by Jesus Christ to himself,'* fcc...; 
Eph. i. 5* They are begotten and bomlntb this state by the Spirit 
of adoption, and by !aith' In J'esus; they -efi joy the l^nowledge and 
comfort of it. ' Secondly, ^ Then hetrs" to an immortal inheritance ^ 
office gift by free grace. Thirdly, " Heirs of God.** Marvelloui 
assertion I Legality stand off ! Unbelief avaunt ! O, w« can nevdr 
reach the height, fathom the depth, jmeasure the lebgth, comprehend 
the breadth of our heirship. In one word, we are heirs to alt that 
God is in himself ; has engaged himself to do, to tdake us wis^' and 
happy in time and to all etentity. Is God our portion, tl^n take 
Uiy pen, O every child of God; and thou, my soul, and write Ar£ 
. THiNCs ARE otjBs....I cannot eniai|^; ' enumerate diem at th^i^ea<^ ^ 

aare, dwell on them with joy that gratitude may £tk thy isioui, and- ejc<* 
dte love and praise to thy God. Fourthly, ^Uoint heirs wfdiChrist,"^ 
O soul, if thou art one with Christ by faith, thou art one with ^hint 
asco*heirto all that his Father and thy Fatiher has to besrtowraH 
heir of all things in God, in earth, in heaven. O belierv^r, what 
Uessed reasoning is here! What glorious inheritance art thW borA 
to! Bom again to possess by faith now; hereafter in fltll sense ftn4 
. fruition in heaven. As well might satan deny the certahi perseve- 
rance of the Son of God ; as soon pluck one of his glorified member^ 
out of "gliny, as to attempt to 4eprive aoy ohe hefr of God of thfe 
fiiU enjoyment of his heavenly inheritance. 
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OCTOBER 29. 515 

Master y carest thou not that we perish f I. ..Mark iv. 38. • 

Sajnts in all ag^s have experienced^ that their extremity of 
distress h^s l>een God's opportunity to. deliver; sp these disciples 
found it » they were, in the most imminent dapger and in the great- 
est fears and dij&tresses* Their vehement address to Jesus bespeaks 
jt.. "Jesus was asleep." We believe in our Saviour^ as a man like 
iinto ourselyes: we. adore hina as the sovereign Lord whose "eyes 
are over the righteous, and his cars are ever open to their prayers.".,,. 
1 Pet. iii. 12. Qf this we have the clearest evidence, the fullest 
j>roof. Jesus awakes as a man> and with the powjgr and sovereignty 
of Jehovah he. rebukes the boisterous ^yind| and says to the raging 
jyaves, " peace, be still;** and instantly all nature obeys its Creatpr; 
|dl is hushed intp.l^ profound calin. , , , 

; While othesra are pleased with the feats of a C«sar, or the con-t 
^Quests of an Alexander, ,it is our delight to meditate upon the won- 
derful works of our God-man and blessed Saviour. Transporting to 
knqw thi? awful God is ours, our Je.sus, and our friend I But art 
thou not ready, O believer, «pn:^etimes to say, " My Lord |\ath forr 
yftken, ^d .myG9d hath forgotten me !" It seems as. though. he 
piU*es not; even though I perish* , I am in. the wide ocean of diffi* 
culty and distress* C<g'ruptions rage, temptations assault, the fiery 
darts of. the enemy Hy thick around me ; I groan under the sense of 
|i.hai:dheart and. an absent God. Hear the vpice of thy Lord, "O 
ibou, afflicted, tossed witli tempest, and not comforted : for a small 
moment l^ve I forsaken thee, but with great mercies will I gather 
theet"«...Isa. liv. 7, 11. Judge not of God's love; by thy sense and 
feeliiig) but; by^his word and truth, the stability of his promises, and 
.t|ie security p( his oath. He may be, battering down thy life of spnse 
^q make thee strong .in. &ith9 strong in the .Lord, and in the power 
pf his. might. These disciples, tho^ugh. in. a terrible. storm, were 
safe, because Jesus ^was in the ship» though .asleep ; so is every, 
disciplfs where Jeaus dwells in the heart by faith. The affections of 
Qod'alove never. ceaaey though storms .surround usy. and the sense 
and comfiut of love may seem to us aait were asleep ; and^as with 
these disc^^les, so shall it be with thee,. O. christian ; thou shalt^ 
jBnd thy loving Saviour ever n^r .to hear, and ever almighty to deliver 
thee; God's moment is thy mercy ;. in the deeps of distress arc. 
God's wonders known.. *,*In the moment of the Lord, Jehovah- 
jirah.(the Lord, will .provide) it ishall.be seen-" What saijth the 
Lprdi ^'Call upon me. in time of trouble,, and I will deliver theet 
and thau shalt glorify me.". It is the joy of faith to reply,. *fT.hoi| 
fhalt compass me about .with son^s of d^llYeraii€e."fMPssdin xit^ T. 



Jlfi* OCTOBER 3t).^ 

Co, teU his distipUs and Peter, that hegoelh He/ore tfo 
into Galilee: there shaUye see him-^'Mark xy\. 7.. ^ 

How diflbrent is the gospel from the law ; one is the' voice 6¥ 
condemnation, terror, and wrath ; the other speaks nothing bu£ 
grace, peace, and love. God's children only murmured for water 
}n the wilderness, and even the meek Moses is in wrath with them, ^ 
and calls them rebels* Here, though the poor disciples had acted 
most base and ungrateful to their loving SaFiour ; for they added sor-« 
row to his distress, when- they all forsook him and fled, and Peter ' 
above all the rest ; for as though Jesus was the most ahandoned 
wretch, Peter with oaths and curses denied that he even knew liim. 
What could they expect, but that the first message from their Lord • 
sliould be full of upbraiding ? Was it. Go tell those apostate rebels 
I am risen from the dead, they shall receive their just deserts ;* ven- 
geance is mine, I will repay them ? No : be astonished, O heavens f ' 
Hear, wonder, iandlove, O ye backsliding children : devils are not' 
permitted to terrify, but angels eommissioned to comfort thexn* 
Tell his disciples, amazing! Disciples still i' How unworthy o^ the 
very name ! Yet more, lest this message shoved prove a dagger to 
poor Peter's heart, lest he shouKi write bitter things against himself 
<*I am no disciple; though ail the rest forsook and fled from Jesus 
jret not one of them sinned with so high a hand as me. I not only 
forsook him, fled from him, but denied him, denied him with oathsi ^ 
cursed and swore most bitterly that I did not know him* Ah ! woer 
i$me: the Lord told me satan had desired to have me, so it must 
be*" No, no, Peter, ** whom thy Lord loves, he loves to the end ;** , 
he hates patting away ; his loving heart cannot bear it. Not all that 
sin or hell can say can turn his heart, his love away. Peter is included 
in the commission of comfort, byname* Did Peter sin above th^ 
rest? Yet grace super-abounds; thiierefore behold, he is particularized 
above the rest by name* " He goeth before you to Galilee, there shall 
ye sec him." O, but for this conifortable message, poor Peter would " 
have dreaded to meet with and see Jesus* O soul, Jesus is gone be^ 
fore U) gloryj there shalt thou see him. But for tht comfortable . 
message our souls have had from him, of his love and salvation, w^ 
might dread the sight of Jesus. But who shall set bounds to the 
love of Jesus ? Will any poor U^mbling disciple say, the Lord hatb 
forsaken me, my Lord hath forgotten mfe ? True thou mayest de-i 
sefrve it; but thy; Lord deals with thee not after that manner i, 
though thou art a sinner, a backsliding sinner, a hell-deserving sin« 
ner^ the chief of sinners, yet still his name is Jesus the Saviour, hifi 
nature is love ; and it is the joy of his heart and the work of his life. , 
**to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing 
he ever liveth to make intercession for them.*'....Heb. vii. 25» 



.:OCT0BER 3U I if 

If the Spn thertforc shall maktifQu. freCi jfis^skaUbe fre<^ 
indeed.. .John viii. j36. 

Our most glorious sovereign Lord and Kiogy Jfinw^ li^^ isptxit 
snighty conqueror whose subjects have hee^ taken captive^ by i^ 
enemy, delivers them froin their captivity^ set^ them at liberty froni 
the dominion and tyranny of their enemies, and restores theni to ai| 
the rights And privileges of his kingdom and government* Alas ! Iq 
what a deplorable state doth our great deliverer- find our souls 1 taken 
captive by the d^vll at his pleasure^ slayer and vassals to his will an4 
•powery under worse than. Egyptian bondage, ^^tied and bound with 
the chains of our sIbs," Jx>nd-$lav^8 to our corrupt lusts and carnal 
liassions* > 

In this hopeless, helpless, deplorable state, we all continue i^ith* 
out power, yea, without will or desire to be set at liberty* Nay, we 
are naturally pleased :with t))e drudgery of sin and satan^ in love with, 
our bondage, fancying ourselves at liberty^ and enjoying the tnost 
perfect freedom; butwfien our mighty .deliverer, comes, he makes 
tis free indeed; he bufsts.oiiir bonds asunder, and casts a]vay the;^ 
cords wh^ewith v^e were bound* Jesus. snatches our souls as. a pre^ 
from the mighty, and the lawful captives are delivered* He inve$ts 
us with the ^^ freedom of citiz^ of the New Jerusalem,*' .and gives 
us the privilege of adoption, to be the sons of God through faith ii^ 
hitn. Then are w^ the Lord's fr^e-men; made free from sin, ^atan^ 
the law, and death* How great is Jesus* power I how rich his 
love! how free and sovereign his. grace I it came, immerited and 
unsought by us; it is a freedom unbounded. in its nature, and the 
happy subjects of it shall find it so in a blissful eternity*. . But here« 
nthough free, made free indeed in our spirits, yet we shall .find by^ 
daily experience enemies and oppotors to our uninterrupted enjoy- 
ment of it* Sin, though its guilt is washed away in Christ's bioad^ 
and its power destroyed in the soul, will yet rage ajid. war In our^ 
niembers*, Satan, though like a strong man armed, is overcpmd 
and cast out, will often rally his forces and wage war agaipst us. 
As Luther says, ^he who hath Christ for his King, and God, let 
liim be assured he hath the devil for his enemy, who will work bi\a 
much sorrow, and plague him all the days of his life* But Jbet this 
l)e our comfort and great glory, that we poor sinners have the Lord 
of life and death and of. all creatures, clothed with our fiesh and 
blood, sitting on the right hand of God, ever living, eve;* praying 
for us, who ever defends and protects us*' The Uwj though. its 
demands are all fulfilled, and its curse is taken away, though there 
is no condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus; and death* 
though disarmed of its strength and sting through the victory of 
Jesus,- yet the sweety sense and comfortable experience of al? this is 
enjoyed by us only while we " stand fast in the liberty wherewith 
Christ hath made us free^ and are not entangled with any yoke of 
bondage*"..«tGal« v« 1* Vol* L Qq 



Itl fTOtr&MBUlt 1. 

We zvftrtk, SCc....Eph. ^. 12. il 

It is too common for the children of God, when exercisedvtth 

ilHff)> ooMffiotft of msAf to irrite Utter things ogunAt 'tit^piiSfelves. 

But we do ti«ll always to remember we are travettera tiuo«|g6 ^tm 

territories of an im^eaMe and powerful lUMmy, wfaoae mfdiiwM 

opirift deiighta in hanmtBg wmd dist^asing^ oa^ in eretf part, .aoal 

knd opirity «s weU as fiesh. That herein wse are not aloiie$ it is 4b« 

iKilnmonlotof ail the children more or ieaa« Take» mf brethi^n^ 

Uk prophets and t^iosties as an eaBample herein. We ffMl £nd them 

at timieay under severe tftala and sore coi^kta of apiril* 8ut knoip^ 

aataA our adi^evaaipy is a oonfueted fi»e; he can go no faftberthia 

our own loring Saviour permits him. Our cKercises laat inot out 

MomeBt iangtr tiban •ourilBar Lotd sees needful'; none of them ahaU 

lesue in our destiuctimi but inaatsn^affightt our soul's deliveranm 

and our God's gloiy { and* lUce every thing else that.tebJlsu^ ^^tQntf 

mcvk together for our good*" - j 

Ow eneiues are apiiitual powers^ pri«c6S| tvtarai who for.ettn* 

iver mey^be stiled Laoioy« Their ntanwaa ^jus> and eaiilrmcaeoas.ti 

«ioriS{Mts, in a way of atrimi^and atonggiing for<tha. mastery iii 

SNrder to castrus dowsy b juotiy styled waESTiavG.. M&t the comi^ 

hataeta are eioaely joined^ and. grapple with each other*. Our 

greatest daiDger is fWmi our feet bribg" tript off the gro^ ; wbejK^ 

lae msiY be naaimed and brumed by a &U* Happy fi»r u«i we aitand 

fcy the power of God through faith* We ataad upon this jtmc foun^^ 

lion, ^ Tlie Lord knoveth them who ffire his*" Jesus knows that 1^ 

ye^plO'will.bB exposed to onsets of the taemy, but nppower* subtiltiab 

OMnaliee shali.^vail* Says ouF>dear.preserveiv ^^nooe shall pjbu^ 

themoutof my hands:" laa man and Mediator^ hold th^op by LOV£f 

^Mf Bather iaffroi^rthaa I;" he Maps thetyi bj^m irreaistiUf 

and almighty power*. Yet, aUal it n^ust l>e owned, that conftcta 

fer the aeason-are grievoua* To be attacked by a poweiful^ iavjisibls 

foO) whose- element iidieie be rukSf as well aa the^ time of battle 

iseXwaysin.dsffl^^ess; therd^re most afflicting to the childrfsi of 

light. One4>l6saed end of our trials^ is to teach us that we abould not 

«ru6t i& ourseliseS) but .cry. to the strong for strength* O) what# 

aoul-s^ngtheniag, heart^iteriving, and spirit-refreshing Tmce ^»eaka 

from heaTsn to usi Heary O soul,, it ia the voice of. the captain of 

thy aitlvi^iaB^ Wast thou ready to think he had left th^ to thy xmn 

Weaks^sai No: ^^ Fear thpu not, for I am with thee* IwiJlupboU 

theewicbthp right hand«£ my righteousness.".— Isa*idi* 10« 

Jesus the Lord shalt guard me safe God is my everlasting aid. 

From ev'ry ill design, And hell shall rage in vaint 

And to his heav'iily kingdom take To him be highest {lory paid . 

This feeble s^l of mine. Aa4 endle'es pxaisti Ameft^ 



^' 



S^ffitu^ m &e lard.^bomfSi and ag^ I iayi^Ti9cik«i.u 

Tsii'wi8»iMj»teHht^^Hetiiat4ft«»faiiiei^ he«t Infth a oom^ 
ttiaAlfeaM«".«.;Pr(yTwxT»ls* Evesjrb^enF^f i&JetiiftlurtiiacflBitiiRid 
§mmi tkenrfbfe Iim idways neaaon; to be of a tonvfy heart; irfatn h§ 
k^iiQt, he Ihres below hia pimkge^ asid brgeH the comnuoid ctf hit 
loMiag Ldfdi' Though we daiiyr esBperienbo ^aaies to Our sfiiritaal 
jof) 3PetiiaH0 caa destroy our ground of rcjoiemg; that ia fiaed as 
ardekt {kemteieat a»liio>nKiniitaini> md alatideth faat Ibr evof and 
<Mfiv. Nul wdtiknew tUat>f his -o?^ e ape'r le i i e e t ^ Aa 'sofmwfo^ 
jrat alwaya rejoicing^*' hedcsoiibes the ehrlsdaz^'a molia. Tfaong^h 
irtth him thou ait daiiy citing oUt, ^ O wretchod man that I am,^ 
jHoodrdh^ totho fleshy f ttthm has* t^e same reason ahroTB to^unk 
God unA* ttjfoko in 'Ghtiol Jtsas asPaid hadic thought in- thfadf 
ca^ae §Bt mouitiing - aod huthilislkm) yet eontinisal matter of joy 
and rejoicing in the I^rd Je9U8« 

Uf^re is the ^sdom tti a <lhristtan> to utiderstind arighty aatd t« 
i^t'6iiitabto> ta hia oharaetai*} ^ «a having^ nothing in natntoy y^ 
l^sscsalag all things bf i^rttce/' Bouig onHed to Jeaos^ fai whoas 
sil fulness dwells; ft^d <^ blessed wkh aili^iaritual blcssinga bfOoi 
the Father in him/' it is therefore our t sweet {tHvilege always te 
tejoiee in Christ- Jesus* In expevieuoey'we find belkmg Tiawa of 
JMVLB <%,u8b r^oieing in him* Iw the Lord; mind that little wort 
tiv. The exerdse of thy ^feith is ever to hb ov thy Lord* All ^ua# 
of spirituad Joy is ik J£S9S} Ourwoi^ia axttavft awn s^ j6T#9a& 
If welearch'theacriptures^ wbichtestify of Jesus; ifwedWellmu^ft 
in meditation on his'persoii, his offices, his blood, his rigfateoOfnesS) 
his intercesudon, We dliall perceive neTor-falling spHngs of joy; 
Day by day be locking and pmying, O soid, that throOgh the SptHt 
^ou mayst see and mdntaiil a coinlbrtfLble knowiedge and setUod 
assurance of tliy own interest In Jesus, and salvntitai' by hinw O9 
this i;rill cause thee tn rejoice Indeed, with joy unspeidmble and fell 
of gfofy. So that even though the face and appearanee of outwani 
things put on a gloomy countenance to nature Mid sensof yet shall 
We be like llie steifiast prophet: ^ Though the fig-tree shall not 
Mossom, ndther shaH frukbe in Hit vines; the labour of th^ oliV# 
shall MYy and ^ fields shaH yield no nieat ; the flocks shall be cut 
bfF from the Ibid, and there shall be no herd in the stails/' What 
then ? Does he hang down his head Hke a butn^ish } Does joy of heare 
Ibrsake him? No, says he^ ^ yet I will Kjoice in the Lord, I wtti 
joy in the God of xy salvalion*'^•••Hab|Jc• iii* 17, 18. 

Then let our joys abound, ' We're marching thro' Immanuel's 

And tv'rj tear be diy } To fairer worlds on high. [grouiid» 



WJtat doth ft pr&filj though amansayhiBliM^fmik, mA 
have not xoorkst Canfaith save him? ...Jiime^iu'^li, 

yixnr of God's dear childi^ itrt often hi doubt and peq^lexitf, 
lest their iaith ifaould Bot be the Tidth of God^s elect ; tdMMikh isM-^ 
tion is sure. This taxy arise throQgh the imdmess of* ihdv< tifitter« 
standing in the leord of truth; and because) as yet, €ddi' detfirHot 
bring forth the fmits of jof and asstmoice." But socmer or later the 
Holf Ghost, in beHeving, will make thismirtter dear andssAitfsBCtory^ 
to their heaYts. But the soundness and ot^oddrf of our fiytb is 
Ibslst of all suspected by us while in! a stalie of nirfttrer;' &r wr all 
think} are very cQEbfident, hare not the least dbubt, we all say '^W(^ 
hare fakh/' true faithi but tiiis is a weed which grows wild in 
nature's field; this is the faith whieh James here iBpekks of, Which 
all the world rest in who know ' not the Sm of Odd* All niett have 
not fidth, the fidth of God's rfect. If we say ire haw feith, what 
dothitpfofitif li brings tio glory to God, no good to men; it deceives 
the' soul who has it* ^ Can faith save him?** O^ w^at disputes ind 
contentions hath this question raised ! Some have eien set' St. James 
at variance against St. Paul, as though the fi>rme^ contended fbrsalf 
vation by works, against the latter. " Cm. faith save him ?*' A ques* 
tion equal to an assertion. It cannot. The supj^ly of one iirord here 
puts the matter beyond all* dispute. Can sucH: a ftith save him? 
No; it is impossible. ' But dost thou, O christian, think thy fidthy 
though accompanied with' gbod works, can Save thee? Vetiiy, no 
more than thy repentance or thy love; these*areMaHke gifts of grace 
by Jedus Christ; gtveh tiot to riv^ the Satiour mthe heart, ik^ to 
share with' him ih the glory of salvation, but to honor him ahd dbm« 
fort ftis members. We are not saved Foa fiiiih, but through faith ;^ 
yet faith'is & precious grace of covenant-love; it' endeai^ a precious 
Saviour to the heart, and "works b^ !ovl5.** 

But ever know, fidth fioth nbtptobute God's love^ bbtidn his fSekvorj 
make atonement for sins, work' out a righteousness to justSiy; nor 
merit the power of the Spirit to san^t6fy ; all this isenjoyed in b^ftliev- 
ing, but not procured by faiths Faoth, like the Bs^tist*8 voices liries 
in the toul, '< Behold the Lstmb of God.*' It daxo^s no shai'e in 
fulfilling terms of p^lace^ or obeying dondltions' of 4alvatid^ By 
feith we honor God's word, look to Ms everlastiajj kirte, v&f dsi 
Jesus, mourn over sin, abhor ourselves, and repent as in dust and 
ashes. Peace, love, joy, and ail inward fruits, as- well as Outward 
ql^diience.; aJholy walk, fruitfaliiess in every good word and work» 
are produced by ;the Holy- Spirit,, from .the Ufe and v%cHn\;of faith* 
Hc^v doth it concern us daily to pray, " Lord, increase our faithi"«*«« 
Luke xvu.' '5. ' 



: iSar^ik^'said within k^^if^. If Ima^Jmt iotfChy hii .^r-, 
.^ numtjl skall be zi^kok*..Matt. iJk. 2U 

^.*^^4ti^jcamt^:/Q{ thU pMU^^inrt^aiAD 'wa^ quite jde^p^a^o.. Many 
» 4N»ifiAii/€pe|»ti9Q« #be hftd mutor^oDc in hopeft of i^ cum^Jier.mptney 
' 4l^;»pMii in ^^qarnvg. r^^fifidi^^.;, her^^^r^er g(«w worsu^ ,^d wor^e ; 
il^Mni^tkopeja]^ tM^&iJrdt* jn4i%4^^ seeiaed to ^{^rqachher 
: ^MitlL giia( 'speed* But^ »tcasiS6 tbou^t !. ^^I£l. ma^y, but y>uch |hc 
.fUmt^f^** oi t))^ ^A}ij sufToui^ded lv|r y<^d«r crowds I shall certainly 
lie.he«)ed. \Suipri«iag9 to thirik of a cure from a toi^ohi A touch, 
n^t^oC Ma.pw«o% but^hisgai^Boent! How. can nature. &ad reason 
a^9Wt for this? ]EIa4 she ^on^lt^d Qesh i^d l^ioo^i sure^sbue would 
l^TH^ concluded,, this sugge^tiop \9. m^ &niQy» ^(^ will ^ '\ri d^lu- 
.«ion« . H^d Silve.^:onsuit^ en^nen^ pbi^tncj^s.or li^arnoc] dpctors in the 
church about heif tboughta* doubtless, th^y, would havei pronounced 
, ^sus.a ^mok^.^iou} Mviseid proper r^in^dic^ to Hery. as a lun%tic« 
Bui; jthe ho^y Spirit h$^4.ip^^d)y m^deknpvi^n Jesus tp.ber*. She«aw 
. K|0i^wb|i( of his glpry ; l\er wpd was 4isposed)tQLwards bitn ; she>e« 
Ui^ed'in her h^art t^^.poiprertto b^al, her.; .sJbj^.APl?a]k9 within b^rself 
hj^ tb^jgights.cc^Ki^pifig.hiiii; she came, w^ t^^mbling fe^t, she 
ttiQMGhed hiiB with a kv^&Jd hc^y but sfie d^parte4 wit]) triumph. 
. JE^pw secret are the opiH'atioivft of the Spirit, in wjprl^ing faith in.the 
}^9t^ of sipn^s 1 ^^ No man c^ come unto mc^/'. saith Jesi^s, ^' ex^pt 
the Fatbier 4raw him^'V^Jobn yU 44* A sigl^t pf Christ is of sjp^ia} 
g;ra«Qet/ Thj^.fir;|t tboi^ht^qf belp jand hope in Jesus for sinner^^ is 
from tb^ wof4 of tnith)tan4by the ppwep of tbc^ Spirit., The ^oul 
soon e^idi^nct^s. itself to My^ ^^tbe.faitb^of Qo4*»^.ect;'' for^und^r a 
,fi^.apd seAse..of it% d^spf^fate state aiid.ruii^.cQ^itipn, it speaks 
;arsthQiit:^elf of going to J9%u^.atidhip[^.oNLX;forp9rd9Qi^nd.salY^U<m. 
. Xi^^e ppor iK^rt^is o£^en,exercise4 with an if; if, I did but believje it^ 
him) IF I could but touch, bim> irj didbujt feel in my^df I was healed 
of my siQ mod piaCjuet Q how J^should iq^ioel . W^U tl|Qugh U^e soul 
ia^opposed-by^i^Arowdpf difficulties} yet will it npt, b^ satisfied till if 
bceakfi^ through all carpal Qj^M^tion ^d iinds pea<?^ in Jesus; -till it 
he^a^Mbo v^ce.of i^s beloved apeaking pardon and com&rt by his 
:w:ord. . When, like I&^aby the.soul cr^ef^ /^ Wpe is me> I am unr 
• donel" it i^af^cit.re^ till with ^m also^a Uve c6a,l from the altar oS 
Jteius' igiv/K jta i^d ^ppn his mjpuliXi>and.his language is cbaiiged t^ 
< I iMO $»v^dr>y . JesuSf f For <' lo> this batb tou<^h^d thy lips, and tbf 
W i^ pufgfidt".*«4sa. vi, r.. . 

The Lord? how gtonoas is his face ! For you, the children of my lotei 

'< How kind hii'fmileli appear I It wa»for you t dyM i 

AnAsih I mha^kmf^^g*wQgd% he says Behold niy haadh behold my ^£ee^ 

To ty*ry huiivble ear ! And look unto my, side. 



nt KOVSMttBR 9. 

As he who hMk cMtd^9u is holy, so be ye hefytn MiMamat 
qf conversation.^. A PeL i. 1 5* 

LbvaI. iMiurCi tum eirafigeliflal eAMalioto vaS» legil torn- 
maiids. So diBdreii of fttth am broagllt back ofain fiNnAtli0'liA# 
of pfomiae to the house of %0Bdage* Not loore abtuvd. to tlAmt (H 
dead eoqise to exert itself to petfenn aetkiDa of life in ilriertOfifet 
life, th«i to sitppoae a belieTcr deatitttte of the life- oi faoiioaa»» aild 
excite him to holf actioDS in otdev to |miOare it* Zeal fiir holMleiai 
without kmnrledge of the true nature of it» is unseriptitral fgaorancei* 
Every believer in Jesus is holf. As betng- a member of tko -fort^ 
Adam9*he partakea of the life of sin and the sinnt of nnholinoaa'; bM 
being united to Jesna, Christ is Ms life; lie partakes <^ the' life ot 
hdlineas* and the spirit of holineos* This is ondenoed bjr the<Mt»- 
ward holiness of his life* 

' Therefore eshortatidns to excite auch to a holf con^f ersation^ ato 
as nteessarf as they are frequent* Art thou a duidof God by- faith 
In Christ Jesus? What meatimable honoris tUs! It ahoitld be thf 
daily care ^and constant concern to walfc^nrtfay (tfthis high and. 
honorable Tocation* -It degrades! thy^ birth to stoop to gtaitify baao' 
lusts; it demeans -thy character to- take up in the least with the 
'slavery of sin and drudgery of satan* It was good advice a heathen 
gave a prince, lesthe should learn evtt from bad conifpany^ ^ Alwa^w 
remember thou art a king's son*'* So ever remember, Ochrktiaoi 
thouaitasoo of theXina.oF xiy^Stf^ Thy Fatherfsholyf stttdy t(|i 
^ filie him % aim to resenible hfa» in thy daily wattu This, day jthott 
%flt be exposed to theshares of ain and temptations to -onl) they 
«Ttr beset thee« Remefnber thy calling, it is to holiness of 'life | 
think of the end of'it« hApptnessin glory* It sounds aa4iifsh m. 
one's ears to heair c^ a widwd christian as to he^ -of a daris stuki^ 
But beware of midfiingaa idol of thy- own holiness* Wo read of 
I'ygmidioo, who had got an iaiage so lively ^hftt he t6ok itfer » 
real perscoif and fell in lovo With \u This seems to he thoease wiib 
some; they are more taken up withy talk mote about, and seem 
more in love With an image thoy hsvo nfiado of their own holinrti 
and perfection, thail of the glorious righteousness of Jeons^ - Yea, 
they so esteem their own holiness^ that they think it is to effisot-for 
them more than Christ's righteoimne^ hath, evenseeuK and mako 
tfiectual their own salvation* Thus the imputed rightosilaness of 
Christ is cashiered out of their iaitk and'afiection,. 'toWdserway fes . 
their, pretended holiness* T^s is the very essence of a Piiarisee* * 
But '<< being msde free from sin (the power of prido withsm as wel} 
as of sin without) ye become ser^ntaof. God, yo have* ytwr tmiVi 
unto holiness, and the end everlasting life/'**MR6m* ri« t%. • 



Jtpkndkwtk^ tdliifnesy und a broker is Hni/of^-ad* 
versity....Prov. xvii. 17. 



'- "^ft ' IntinB - a «triliiiig tMUkot tt fptnttlutt tii>d uninittmipted 
ttendship^ which ooutai^Ilf siMstcdbctireen Da^ ttti4 Jonstham- 
How affieeliDg' is tint pathetic, moumfol^ exclamflftioo of Oa^vid^ 
Wisrn in«&dskip'8 sweet hands !were tiissc^red in death i M am dis* 
dieBsed'^ theet R17 hmthcr Jonathan $ very pleasMit bast thou been 
unto itic I thy lore to me was wotiderfol, pasihif; the love of wo^ 
ineB."....S Stan, u 36* Who caa^ read this piaiatiTe mme witibout 
a^patfay ? Wfsdom's asscftion is literally eaoemplified in theiii» 
But though their loVe and friemkU^ neTier ahatedki the dark scenes 
of adioeraity^ .hut was alike atAlltimesy yetdeatthpata period to its 
existence. Natural £rien^hip extends not heyeod the oon&ies of 
the grave. But, O discijde, Uiou hast a fiiend who ever lives and 
t9» iQvea^ ' The numt «xaSted friendship when compared to his^ 
dimnildies in glory, as the li^htiof the brightest mar disappears when 
the dalalin^ glory of the) son shines forth. Is not Jesus ^Hhis 
Mend who lovelh at aftl timesi'' Yea, beware ^me cotttnenced, his 
Iwt existed towasds' his ^hisrdu Every member was loflKsd by 
him, and was fiv«n to hiin of the Father* When in tkme he saw 
them pointed in their bkiod, defUM with sm^ and loathsome in their 
p^nons, yet (O wmider&l !) that was the dme of love, he passed 
by, his eye saw,, his heart loved, and his Hps midt Lkvs* Dost 
thou, O'^soolt live by t&ith on the Son of God ^ This is the effect of 
Jove; tins is lov^ known and manifested. But dest tiiou find daily thai 
tfaott art apoor smner? Therefofe art thou ^eved, and titiakestthou 
sha^ weary out -the love of thy friend I Na; that^ cannot be, he k^etb 
atalli^mca I ^^whom he loves, ^he loves to the end." Jtesnsis ^Vthe 
bnotfaer bom for adversifeyy'^ u> comfort ia and to support under k» 
Now tbou ah in an adverse state ; the Wdttd, the flesh, aftd the 
devil are^^ against ti^e; ^but thy fHend is above, en^ged for thee i 
heii^titnigertlianalt. Though in dangers oft, always safe. Jesiim 
was tarn^to suffer ad^i^ersityftr his brethmn. A friend and a brother 
makes oob^sonvyirs and sufferings his own«' ^o did Jesus* Our 
sins n^ere^ Ms, ^^ he bore them in his own body." <^He hath borne 
OU9' gricifi^ mvd canied on? sorrows/' And hatii he loved before 
time Mines he love :at all times? Tten what shall separate from 
the love ofJe^usi Nothmg : for><in all things we ajpe more than 
oonquerorsy thiough him who loved 418. As the power of Jesus is 
eqiiially»hb h>ve, deatii, which p^ts the dearest fmeads, and.dis* 
Mives tk» sweetest fidendsh^ belowvahall introduce us ix> the nearest 
tnjoyinetit^ofoiir beat fiimid' and dearest hvother above; ferhesay^t 
^ Father, I wlU that they. whom. thon hast <g^ven me> be with ifier 
Vl^ere I am*"«oJohn. xvii* 24« 



134 NOVEMBER 7. 

. T%e Lard hath laid upon him the iniquUy of ut alt.u^ 
Isa. liii. 6. 

Hkb£ we behold the transaction of the glorious trinity in the 
covenant of grace. Here is the display of grace in the salvation of 
lost sinners* Jehovah, the Father, lays or causes to meet ail the 
sins of his people upon the surety of the covenant^ the Son of his 
love* Jesus undertakes to bear them. The Holy Ghost publishes 
this joyful truth unto the children of men ; he works faith in their 
hearts, and bears witness with their spirits of salvation hereby* Thus 
the three glorious persons in the Godhead agree in one, even inthi^ 
lone truth, salvation by Jesus* Happy is the man who beUeves it* 
Faith looks, to the purposes of grace, and rests upoi\ the accomplish-* 
ment of covenant-love*- 

When one undertakes to be surety for another, then the debt is 
reckoned to him, and he accepts it* Thus. our dear Saviour, *qur 
blessed surety stood up for us, engaged in our behalf. Our debtSy 
all our iniquities were imputed to him, and laid xni^n htm, charged 
upon his person ; ^^he bore them in his own body on the .tree." He 
ftilly satisfied, perfectly atoned divine justice for them* ^^ By. the 
<me sacrifice of himself he hath taken them all away, made an end 
of sin;" so that justice itself proclsdms its own faithfulness to fei^ive 

. 8in...*l Johni* 9. Grace reigns, mercy triumphs^ sinners are par* 
doned, believers rejoice* O belicfver, thou art blessed of thy .God 
who is just, therefore doth not, cannot impute, sin imto thee* True, 
thou hast committed sins innumerable; but it is as true, they Yfett^ 
all laid upon Jesus* True^ thou dost commit. sin, it is equally trw^ 
Christ hath borne them* Thou wilt commit sin, it is perfc^cUy tr:uo. . 
thy Saviour hath atoned fqr them all* Thou hast nothing to ple^y. 
but guilty in thyself, but perfectly righteous in Christ. Every charge 
the enemy brings from the righteous law against thee is just; own 
it; but ever plead in thine, own conscience and before the throncf^. 
Jesus hath satisfied for all; there is now t)o condemnation to tait^ 

. O believer, this is a most precious tnith of God* Notthy. faith, nipl 
thy repentings, not any thing thou canst do; but Jehovidi laid iniquity 
Upon Christ, this is his sole prerogative. Let devils rage against ijtf 
let men oppose it ; yet will this truth be found true in its nature, most 
happy in its consequences to the children of God* Hence fiowtheiir 
peace, their holiness, their heaven* Hear their song below : '^ Th^ 
love of Christ eonstraineth us, because we thus judge ; t^at tJ^ey) 
which live, should not henceforth live unto themselves, bi|t untQ 
him that died for them and ro^e again*"***.2 Cor* v* 14, 15* Heaie. 
their triumph above: ^^ Salvation to our God who aitteth upp^ti th% 
throne, and unto the Lamb, who hath washed us from our siijys i». 
his own blood*"««*.Rev* i* 5* / 
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By grace artyt saved through faith s and that not qfyouf* 
, selves: it is the gift ofGdd....Eph. ii. 8. 

StKEp is the hhage of death ; every morning we awak^ is a kind > 
#f hew life. In sleep, how insensible of danger I how unable t6 pre- 
sent it ! The Lford's niercies are renewed every morning ; his w^tdifbt 
|>rovidfence is bur safety. Refiect, O my soul, upon the immeri'ted 
love of thy God! Happy for thee, daily to aiwake and arise from thy 
l^ed of slubber With the sense of free grace and sovereign love upon» 
thy heart ! Temporal mercies are heightened and imiwovcd by a sense 
of spiritual and eternal blessings* Disciiple, thou Hvest in' a space o£ 
tittle in which thou mayest look* back upon eterhal love, look for^* 
ward lo eternal glory, and look upon thyself iand see - wh'at wonderi 
grace has done. Thou art this day called to consider how thou art 
saved. First, in the purpose of thy Ood, ere thou hadst a bein^ 
everlasting love' which gave tliee existence, decreed thy salvation* 
Secondly,* in accomplishment, grace provides a lamb for thy' ran* 
t6TAi i^the fillness of time, a Saviour is bom in hutndn fiesh; hd 
Iftrld far sinners, died for sin, "made an linil of sin," made recdnci-f 
iiation for iniquity, brought in an' everlasting righteousness; his 
ex^Sihg tjreath proclaimed; fcilvation work is finished j'but thy 
i^or soul lay* in nature's darkness, in thh slee^ 6f death, and would 
haVe slept t)n till the abthiangel's dreadfW sound of th^ trumpet had • 
wakened thee td eterlasttiiig shame and confhsidn ; btt impossible 
this : beii^g saved in love's d^ctee, being redeemed by blood divine^ 
gtace challenged thy soul. ' Therefcnfe, thifdly, thou in saV^ed in * 
enjoyment **through faith;** callefd by thel/rord of truth; quiekened 
by the Spirit of grace ; Jesus's sMVatioh become the desire of thy 
«Otr! ; God gave his Son for fliee ; the Spirit gave feikh to thee : hence 
Jesus became prdcious^ sin hatefol, thyself 'vile^ holines^f Idveljr iii ' 
thine eyes and to thy heart ; dmsrsinners are saved Ky grace through ' 
fdtK ; tliey have no hand, fio share, no j^lory at kll in this matter ; - 
in the believing', ^Biding vieHes of this '^ce, this salvatit5n, consist 
ftRout ^e^ce^ love, joy, holiness, heaven. Why then, O believer, 
tt*t thoti not perfectly, unintemiptcNfty happy and holy ? Verilyi 
b«cati6e thbii ttt still in the iletlh ; thf oM inan Is still alive ; nature^s ' 
pHdef'ahd ^tmness daily resist the glory of grace and the^rerdse 
of^hS but in opposition to all, thou lut to dtride confident m the 
b^iftf of the truth, daily study the love &f thy God and Saviour; thla 
tehdW i6 irink &ee in humifity; daily cbnt^derthy deserts to be helf, 
ahd adore th6 riches of sovereign grace ; thik wiS, through the blesi 
sfaig of the Spirit, keep thee fh)m boasting in self, and cause thee to 
gfory in the Lot* d only. " Salvation is of faith, that it might fee 1)y 

grace/\..;Rom.it I6» 

Vol. I. ' ' R r . \ » .. 
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Behold what manner of love Uie Father hath bestowed npok 
^ us, that we should be called tlie sons of God:.. '.lJohn^4 1. 

It a poor hnolvent debtor, who- sees )io li<^ but to end hift inise* 
nblelife in a loatinonae gaol, yet is unexpectedly caHed to hear ttt^ 
will of a loving friend, whereby an ample provisioB is be<}neMdf0d 
him, ibUy to satisfy al! his wants, how must this rejoide his heafCi 
How^ in the iecstaqr of his joyful mind, woiild he be ready to qiII upms' 
erery one around him to behold the ^eUghtfid tettamenft ! This is 
fMit a ^fit view t)f the inesthnable riches -of glory and honor be«> 
qneathed to ruined ainriers by New Testament ^ove, ratified uid 
sealed by the blood of Jemis. - Upon the mw ofthisy howahonld we 
be BHed' with wonder, fired with testacy, aiidoUr transported heafttf 
should not keep silence! Angels see and admire, aai^a b^iold and 
adore the ma^ellonsly great, the inexpressibly gknious, thecwoil'-' 
derfully discrhninating love of the Father <rfJ(»usi amashlig t^tetU 
comfe)rdng to believe ! transporting to feel ! Love, the love aif GoA 
the Father hath made its way to ainfu! man ;* his^Iove fiowa through^ 
the heart df a crucified Jesus; Ms loveh^h reached- my poof fit*tf< 
What terms have we fulfiHed^ What condilioab have tre perfenhetf 
to procure this invaluable blessing 2 O, die very question alartles the' 
truly gracious soul I It is a concern to hts geaeroua heart to hear 
such proad, vsdn notions taught J ' hit rejects tiie thought with abhorw'^ 
rence and cries,* * Pride, thou busy foe, begone/ AH, all is fredhy 
givenj richly bestowed* 

And ami; vUe and unworthy as I am, the caHed, the real son of 
God, by adoption, through the&ith of Je^s? O thou helivenly para*' 
detC) thou divinie sanctffier; infioence^ ddily infiuence my heart, 
my tongue, my Hfe, to gh»rify my Father^ mf Saviour) 'my Gtid !• 
Thottgh I have done nothing to procure thisinesHmi^le privilege,- 
yet, enjoying thia rich grace, love <and graUtttd^ demand corrts^* 
ponding firoits, a^holyw^Qs, worthy'of the' vocation wheiewkh I ana' 
called. Hence assuredly will spring another ev!d!ence of God^schlK 
dren ; thi^refore, ^the world knoweth us not, because it knew hlm^ 
riot." Though our dear Saviour " went about doing goody" yet^vtn' 
this eould not gain hhn the approbati^ alid esteem -of tl|e yMMi 
Never let disciples expect to ^ abov6 their maimer; ^le isiore we 
follow Jeso^ and are eonlbrmed to him as obedient childt«fi,' Mtenger 
evidence shsifl we have of Ihe world's enmity, and frf" our Father^s 
Jbve ; let' us rejoice to follow Jelius, afid'he glali to Imttaie him t» 
do good, though we suSbr evil* 

B«hold what wond^roas i^race fTU no S}irptjp\ng thing. 

The Father hath bestow'd ' That We should be unknown; " 

On sinners of a mortalr&ce/ The Jewish world knew not thetrkiof^ 

To call them sons of God ! God's evcitosuag: Son. ^ t 
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igivtMfU9 tiMn efermi lije^ and thfji sbalf never perUk^ 
neitiier shall af^ pbick them ant ^ my hand. k. John x. 28. 

: Ta93 axcdllemlr speaketbtJK immortal Uenr^ej^t >' What words 
v^Ui^ae! Aad did they come from him who hath all power in 
k«anai«ad earth? Aod were they spoken toevery unfeig^ned^ thoi^h 
feetile follower of -the great shepherd i Then omnipotence itself must 
ln^^yanqiiisked. before they ean be destroyed either by the seductios 
of fraud, or the assault of iviplenoe." The fdlowers of the Lamb^ 
y/wnt no proof of. the divinity of their Lord and Saviour; it is plai|i 
kom the word of truth; they believe it in their hearts* >* Theg^t 
of God is^etemal 1i£b»" saithSt. Paul....Rom* vi.^3«. /< I give my 
^bfepet^dnal lilby" saith JesUs; therefore. Jesus is both Lord and 
Gjod* To gix^ temporal! Jgf(lK is not in- the power of a finite being ; he 
wjbov^ves eternal Jilbi milst be, as our ^esusis^ the infinite and 
et^maL JcAuavalM^ver alli God Uessed fot^evermore*, How fuU of gsace 
md gl^^ is this text! What consolation may the children of faith^ 
ditiw fromitI*Hece/ia their mercy frthey. are in. the .hands, of theis 
preci0aa^^viour;. henoe < tj^y are. safe, anil seeare^ '< 'X'^^JT. f^^ 
l(xv&n fierisfa,*'. saitb* iea|ia» who is tub r&usra^ .^.Nene.s|i8tt 
pliick tfaem>out of. mf hioid/' saith. ho who- hath, all power, ia 
heaven^ and eaKtlv ^^ I give*" saith the Sayiour, xow^ at.this pre-* 
sent««uwhat? Graces into their hands, . which» if they impi:at:e WieU» 
shall entitle them to gloryi Infinitely move; wthing less than lifen 
iq>iritual life, eternal life> the life of their immortal souU this glorious 
gift is ^joyed by. fiiith*^ ^ Thia is life ■ et^rnalr to i l^nofir the only 
true. God and Jesus Christ whom ho hath 8^it#"*«fJohn j;vii« a» 

Tims is Christ preciouSf salvation cerUuxiy sod eternal life.secim 
to evi^y beliovh^ soul; but as to the knowledgeand enjoyment .oC 
tbisltfe^ ift the experience of saints, UieyoCtenfindgr^t abatexnc^s 
of its vigour wid oomffHt* Hence .the various Uratnos they are esi* 
emsedwith*^. Spiritual Ufe, in it» l^nowltrigen coiQfbi?! and, enjoy*^ 
mentf » opposed by a life of . sense in- the .christian, and , spiritual 
oppos«^Qil^from.wHhin and without him; the devil, the inotld, and 
tke>Aeeh» strive to pludL Christ's sheep oift of .his.. ha&d&i/ Corrupt 
tctehersgive^lho lie to our Saviour, and say;aueh a thing may be&^ 
hiNice the hoirtaof his sheep aro: (^stressed;. impossiUe for ao^ 
o£^fist'& aheep to perish; if he doth not give e^ecnal life, to them 
^, then hia tjnith must-fail; the, covenant-oath, .^prc^misjBs of th(^ 
<«l94 -of itriitb) must all be broken; our feitfa is.voU, the go^iel is of 
no effect ; our comfort and joy arise from our being simple in hearty 
firmly relying upon our Saviour's declaration, living upon his word, 
lookmg to him, and expecting, withoutT the Feast doubt, we shall 
i^t^ c;ertainly.be ^^kept by thepowev of God througli faith unto 
aalvation*"M««l Pet* i*^ 5* 
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4nd he IremUing and astoniskid said,. Ltn^, what wiA 
thou have me to do?, ...Acts ix. 6. 

* StfcH arcthe effects mketk MTeeei'gn gn^ce teacheft a uimer's 
hearts W}ien the lig^ of truth thioee to the cooactoi^e, it Hktlne^ 
Ac stoutest heart to trenUe. When Jesiii is tnaiufesled ^ l]^ 
soul, : k causes astouishment and creates love* Transient oonnctkins 
•f sin often beget horror of consc^^ce, and they often pass away as 
the morning cloud and early deir. -Such eonversions are veiy coi6- 
mon; simiers are frequently 'turned frpm one sect and s^fstem of 
opinions to anothei*; yea^ also thdr Uvea and practice may be re* 
formed) and they may seem to be conveited; and ofteO) idiere ia 
the least cause, there is the greatest confidence; especially, if such 
persons are confirmed in their* hopes by gceat pretentions to expe^ 
Hence, and can talk much of ecstacies and raptures^ yisions and reve* 
lations, vhicfa they suppose came from God: while many eontiano 
poor, trembling, self^emptted, and low-abased soul^, they know 
and feel nothing but an and helplessness in diemsdves ; yet fi!0«i a 
discovery of the glory of Jesus and the perfection ^f his salvalion^ 
seek all inhitn, and expect all from him; but yet they remain iMffir* 
dent of theii* state and doubtful of their conTersion ; thtey are exendsed 
with gp^at perplexity of mind at times concerning themsehres*. In 
both cases time only manifests the tnith of conversion. Effects best 
prove their cause* > 

r WhenChriBt is revealed to the heart ; when the soul, by die eye 
of faith, <^ sees him who is4nviiuUe,'' it ismanifested by holy mourn- 
ing and godly sorrow fin* past conduct, humble hope and scripluw 
confidence of ss^va^n: and tins excites prayer to tons for kistruc- 
tfon, ^ Lord^ what wilt thou have me to do?" The soul desires to 
obey his will in truth and love. . The habitual frame of the soul 
to Christ, his* salvation, his truths and cominandments, is a stroAgep 
evidence of real conversion thaii all the visiohs, ecstacies, horror ov 
transports which the passions can yield. So St. Paul's afterconducf 
td Jesus-and his cause, fully proved that he had felt the power and 
lasted the sweetness of a Saviour's love. Though every conversion is 
not produced hi the same extraordinary manner Paul's was, yet the 
soul of every believer is turned to the very same object, Jesus, for 
whole salvation. ThQ9' ^ Jesus, the exalted Prince and Sttfiour, 
^Ves repentaneae and, forglvness of sins. The witness of thia 
is the Holy Chost, Whom God gives to them w^ obey him/'..«k 
Acts v. 31, 3!B. 

As jjew-^)orn bab^s desire th« bresu»t« ,Kot by the Urrorv of a slay.e, . 

1^6 feediind grow And tliriye i Our souls obey Christ's will ; 

So saints with joy the gospel ta^te» But with thcnobfest pow'rs we have. 

And by the gospel live. We lovt and MTve him stiil. 
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Ic seems marvellous that the simple act of Elijah caating the 
•kirts of his mantle ^pon Elisha, should cause him to leave oxen 
^di^a^i^>'{iareiitsi^l)»l0il9;deii, to run after a-strangev. Doubt- 
i^ t^e is a.m^ftety of the Bpiril under the history of the lette^ ; 
|heo»f:iKard apt of Elijah could not haye had this effect, unless the 
iaward power of tbeVAtrcoig.Lofd bad accompanied it. So Petit 
migl^t have cast bis net and tolled all his days ere he had taken a 
$^b.>vith a fHtioe pf vnQimy in its ftiouth, unless ihe Lord Jesiis had 
f 9ecl49d tl^s by his power* ' . 

. -Elijah's passing by Elisha atad casting his mantle upon him, ifid 
^b« e0ept thatfoUo^edf isa striking resemblance of the Lord, strong 
H\ p9WQr and wonderful in.grace, passing by us poor sinners, and 
4s^ting his mantle of love over us* Call to mind, disciple; endea- 
vour d^ily V9 remember that time of love when thy precious Saviotir 
. passed by, ^aw thee polluted in thy blood, immersed in busy cajre, 
when worldly hopes and carnal delights engrossed thy whole concei^ } 
BO eycf no, opt thine own» pitied thy ^ecioiis immortal soul ; thou 
neither . saw its xnisery, nor feared thy danger. But,, saith thf 
Saviour, ^ when I passed by thee and looked upon thee^ behotdf 
|hy time was a time of lo¥e;"«...£zek. xvi. $• O the mighty eharm 
of divine love I How is the heart attracted and drawn after JesQS,. as 
Elisha to Elijah* So says the smitten soul to Jesus, ^< I will follow 
thee:" and, lUie him, its affections are drawn ifom worldly objeetst 
and acts as the woman of Samaria when she found the Messiah^ she 
^got her errand, and left her water-pot behind her* 

^^ What nuoiner of man is this," said the disciples "^of Jesus in 
astonishment, << that even the winds and the seas obey him?" Suitely 
we may cry out in admiration with St* <^hn, ^^ What mamier of love 
is thb?" What a mighty God is Jesus, that the power of his love 
attracts our stubborn hearts, and causes us to follow him! What 
cau^ ever to admire the power, and adore the freenpss of Jesiis* 
love I It found us ere We sought it* Little did Elisha think, in the 
hour of his ploughing, of being called to the high honor of being 
the Ijord's prophet* Ah, what was thy employ when Jesus -first 
cast his mantle over tl)ee? Perhaps, like Saul, sinning with a high 
haad,.employedvin the devil *s drudgery, fai open rebellion against a 
loving Saviour, and yet priding thyself in the. filthy rags of thine 
own righteousness ; but now this is the joy and rejoicing of faith ; 
where God casts the mantle of his love, th&t soul he clothes with 
the robe of bis Son's Righteousness* So ^* grace reigns by leaut 
Christ unto eternal life»"****&om* v* 2 U 



White toe look not at the thmg$ whick'^arf Men^ hut €t Mir 

things xvhich are not seen: for the things which are seen, 

are temporal; but the things which are not p^en^^flX^^ 

eternal. i.2 Cor /\v. 18.. a 2 .-♦ 

TaE .ftith of the gwpcl stunps nmPrwm^ rigtUfwllicMK 
|jk)rf, and happlneu of .every ofa^oct ahofl^ef J^^iPOft^ Wliiit Iho 
«Qul bcboldi the King in hit i^ory, itpmm contempt tiiwD all Ihingiii. 
beside;, all the transient ol))ecU..ef lima ^pd a^«ae die in ^aleam 
IKhile the crucified Saviour it in new; thtris eiir-gi«ate9«gldiit m^ 
chiefett glery. Far, infinitelr kefond all the rcaaonvairs ^^mUf 
pbiiesophy, ia the clmatian's tight by &i^ t^vecoQciJerhisiiifayl'taL 
liflSlPtionty endure with pati^ice uad^, . and give victory 4v^ ik^mti 
Tbna Motet ^.^endured, seeingJum :WhO'U:in«^shle.*?«M.H#b«^'9.7«s 
Though the eye of nature hath notaeea»tnQr«lie«nciicuin|i«ftd'.«in 
« lu^th heard) nor can the canal heart conceive tVe apiritu^ttkinga^^ 
Qod't covenants Jesut^s incaniatioDt and the Spiiita rt^elitifwii fjFQlu 
the enlig^enedi heaYen^l^om^oulraoeathetethiiiga lA'^pen vt«D%» 
^ ttic ^ye of faithf. tp loqk at. them » hia chief delight p^ jqyi tfit^^ 
e^n clearer, viewt of them hit daily ttodfy 4^ evQvem^ Md lie, 
more ftmiliar with thexn it hit chief happjiieaa>. h^i hejRven begun?. 
c|i^eafth;.ia atraj^ mystery to hit natural aelC #iid> fo 4liecamafi> 
wc9jd» it the believing toid^ tokxreand convene with >p ujatem;}. 
^TAOur, to look to iavitible objectt». to .derive all happi&est ffonib 
Ihiogt that are.not teen;. 90 marvditl^tt. Uie]?e«ho«^dho s^ great- 
fight ci opposition from fidkn nature and cainal reaton ag^tt suci^ -. 
«JUfe* 

Soul) ever reme^nb^r with humility andthank{idn^a,.o^r^dea^^ 
SfLviourtaith) ^^unto you.it it given to know the myateic]^ of lhe> 
kingdom of God* "••••Mark iv» U.. **Theae things are hid.^rom th^ ; 
w^te and pnidenU" O ditciple^ whiitt thou dost adore the Father'a ^ 
kwC} dptt rejcHce in the Son's graces remembet thou art whoUiy;; 
indebted for all thit itch discovery to the divine Spirit; givohio)^^ 
equal .glory ; grieve n<>tthe Spdrit» who 19 the f^mfier of JesiUH Jbyv $. 
turning thine eyes to any other object for nghteoutnetty pe^cOf fnd • 
hapj^ness. It Chritt thjne all? Are the unteen things of luj|^|Eingn 
dom thy portion? Be a chatte virgin to thy, Lord*. <^Whece*U^/.y 
treature is, there let thy heart be tdso*^ U<4;>py for thee t» find witt^;. 
P^ul| ^^I die daily^*' I am dying to the .world while.livipg in iti I . 
find and feel many pains^ and ditordert in my frail body aa. wue fore^ > 
bodii^;t of battening distplution; I know perfectly that the day of .^ 
th^ Lord it coming, that each brcAth I diaw^bnngf. Mf^iver tj^, - 
tolemn advent* What then should I look to I Upon what should my 
affections be placed I Blessed be God for revealing these eternal 
things as our portion. <*Be careful fior pothingi" Scc««MPbil» iv. 6*. 
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ffttf^, as pfiMUini^ to the cottscience...'.Heb. ix. 9. 



A • 



CoNsciENCKi or an inward perceptipn of divine truth> is not 
^mmbn x6 all men ; when sin h charged upon it, it perceives its 
l^uilt, knows and feels misery, and is filled with wrath* This is th« 
petQito' S^oqr air^etMIencfy bf the gospel, it brings relief to the 
cmscleiice; Wbsay^' riif mincl tblnie a kingdom is; for we feel in 
4KBe mlii^ tKe kingdb^ of Ji^sns* We etijoy somewhat more iii 
JemiB 'thiki) outward'^hoV and Shadow ; even inward) substantial com« 
Ibits.*' What wa^ithftt lotd thebeftet for the miraculous plenty in 
Sttinaite, wh'eiifbr hii'uiib«1ie<;^ir$ha told hhn, " thon shalt fitt 
k with thine eyes, ^t shalt' riot dat of it?**....& Kings vii. 19. The 
tiQtht'of'^Jesus'dc Hot irfcfreiy' ai!/i^se our heads and eng^ige 6\xt 
tongues, lint we fee^-bntheitn in bur conscienceis. Like the p&tnh> 
$irclis«;;«HlSb«^i««;j^'We embrace them" as the very joy of dur 
aotilttr The blood o^ChHst, through the eternal Spirit, sprinkles 
«mr hearts ft^dm an evil or guilty conscience, brings pardon and peac^ 
0f 'mind*l6('oi!y troubled -conscience, cleansing to our defiled con^ 
«ciene^> and */!yythe*r^urrecdon of Jesus, we have the answer of 
a gbedcoilid«fie^ tthm^ God/'.... I Pet. iii. SI. Htrem we gtory * 
in being peifbcitionisCs; noUtingbut this can m^ine us << perfect pet^ 
tainiiigiotheconseielice)'' for the law maketh nothing perfect,* but' 
the* bringing in 6f a better hope does; Jesift is our hope; by him 
we draw-nigh t<) Cod ; in Ihs blood we perceive and khow by &ttii we 
have « perfect atonement and perfect cleaning from all oui* nnst* 
perfect deliverande from the condemnation of the law ; in hk righte* 
0usriess we are perfectly accepted and justified before God ; this is ' 
otir wedding gantient; this we have, being niarried'^o the Lamb; 
we dare not look to any thing else for perfection ; if we do, we feel 
the smart of it; our 'Conscience is defiled. Tfiat we ihay have and ' 
keep a good conscience,- purged from dead Works to ser^e the Ifviitg 
God) vre exercise our minds^on Jestis; so we rejoice in 'Jesus, and* 
sraHc vrith him by faith« Conscience is the best friend or the worst 
lentinyr a sense of guilt makies it our worst enemy ; Jesus makes it * 
our best friend. To matntahi peace arid perfection of conscience^ 
observe fifst^ iHe moment the guilt df sin is feit, confess.itt6 Jesus, 
and pray* him to take itaw^y. iSecondty, seek not that from the * 
law of woHcs which can only be found m the gospel of grace, perfect 
salvation; 'Thirdly, look not for that rrt yourselves Which' is only ih 
Jems, ^lerfect righteousness. Fourthly, expect not that in this" 
world which can only be enjoyed in the next, perfect freedom from, * 
all «i^ «^Jesufti# <mf iroek> his'work Is pbrfect/*....I>eUt« xkxH. 4V 
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My God shaUiupply aUymtr need^ according to his riches^ 
in glory, by Christ Jesus. ...Phil. iv. 19. 

pAtTL, though an eminent sahit, and a ^eat apostle, was yef 
a man of like passions, a poor sinner, even as others* Yet, with' 
what amazing boldness and confidenc6 he speaksf of 'what his God 
ahall do! Though h6 had never been admitted into the secret coun- 
fels of the glorious trinity; yet the holy Spirit had well instructed 
bhAy Snthe covenant transactions of Jehovah. He well knew the 
tiattire of the everlasting covenant: that it was/* ordered' in att 
thitigs" \ti infinite wisdom and eternal love: that fJl the graces an^ 
blessings contained in it, are sure to all the heirs of promise. A» 
toon might a God of truth prove fals^, a God of faithfulness bd 
unjust, as any one of his promises in Jesus to his people fail* 

Such 18 the security oT the covenant; such the confidence of fatth« 
God the Father is the fountain ; the Son the treasury; and the Spirit: 

* * 4 

the dispenser of all grace* Believers' needs are God's concerns; 
They shall have a rich, supply for alt their wants. The value of 
their MppHes, are enhaneed to the highest degree* Not only riches^ 
but ri(ihes in glory ; glorious riches. They receive all from glory^ 
and all conl^es to them through the glorified man Jesus Christ* 
He is their "Friend who loveth at all times: thdr brother who was 
bom for adver^ty." In the hour of our dijStreAises and in the tim^ 
of our need. We tck) of^en forget that we have such a God and 
Saviour to trust in and call upon. Instead df looking'to a throne of 
grace, we pore over our dunghifl of corruptions ; here we are sur6 
to find nothing but misery, poverty, and sin. Is there such an 
inexhaustible f\ind of riches in Christ Jesus ^ Is it for the poor and 
needy? Dishonorable thought of Jesus, ever tp imagine he Is ari 
unconcerned spectator of our wants, 6t that he will withhold when 
we need* Nay, but he "knows how to have compassion." He is 
touched with a tender sympathy, "a feeling sense of our infirmi- 
ties.**....Heb. iv. 15*' " Trust in him at all times, ye people, pour ' 
out your hearts before him, God is a refuge for us ;" and the Psalftiist 
adds, " Sclah.".;..Psalm Ixii. 8* Consider this well, spread it bcforef 
your mindsr, just as we put N. B. for Nota Bene ; take special noticd 
of this, it is of the greatest importance* " Li>rd help our unbelief*!* 

When in the light of faith divine In him m]r vast deeireiare fiU'd^ 
We4ook on things below. And allmy pow'rs rejoice. 

Honor, and gold, and sensual joy in vain the world accosts ray car. 
How vain and dangerous too. And tempts ray heart ancW ; 

God is mine alUsuiEcient aid|, I cannot biiy your bliss so dear, " 
M/ portipn and mj chmce i Nor part wilh heav'a for yon. 
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]$ut rather v^soice, because your, names are written inhea* 
V€n....Luke x. 20. 

It is matter of great joy to faithful ministers of the gospel to 
see the work of their Lord prosper in their hands, satan dethroned) 
and the kingdom of Jesus set up in the hearts of poor sinners* 
Our Lord by no means discourages rejoicing on this account \ but 
his loving heart would not have it terminate and centre in this only ; 
for their success may abate, a season may come when they may take, 
up this lamentation, " Lord, who hath believed our report?", we see 
no more tokens of thy victorious grace* Therefore, lest their handtf . 
should hang down, and their hearts grow dejected and faint in their- 
labours, he directs them to an inexhaustible fountain of consolation 
and joy: "Your names are written in heaven." Always rejoice in. 
this. Remember you are always, "unto God a sweet savpur of 
Christ, as well in them that perish as in them that ure saved»"*«««» 
3Cor. ii. 15^ 

This is also a sweet lesson to every christian* It is, doubtlessf 
cause of great joy to find and . feel the power of sin and satan %vi^ 
dued, corrupt lusts mortified, disorderly passions restrained, unruly. 
Appetites bro\:^ht into subjection, and the meekness and power of 
Christ to l^ave the rule and government in one's heart. For these 
spiritual blessings we are inexpressibly indebted to the Holy Spirit^ 
through the £uth of Jesus* Notwithstanding, "in this rejoice not*' 
(only and chiefly) saith Jesus, He leads us from the streams to the 
fountain ; from the effects to the cause* " Rather rejoice because 
your names are written in heaven*" In times of heaviness, through 
manifold temptationSf frames may vary* In seasons of darkness^ 
feelings and comforts may decline, "nevertheless the foundation of 
God standeth sure, having this seal, the Lord knoweth them that 
are his*"«***2 Tim* ii* 19* But can any one know that his name is 
written in the book of life? Doubtless: else there is no meaning in 
our Lord's words* How can one rejoice on this account, if he do 
not know it? Though we cannot read the book of life, yet we have 
the records of truth. These reveal it plainly, and assure us, "We 
are the children of God, by faith in Christ Jesus«"****^Gal* iiii 26* If 
we hs^e faith in Jesus, the faith of God's elect, this is an evidence 
of our adoption, and we may, we ought to rejoice* So Paul, who 
had themind of ^ Christy speaking of some whose names are written 
in the book of life, immediately adds, " Rejoice in the Lord alway ; 
and again I say rejoice*"*A*PhiI* iv* 4. But may not our names be 
blotted out? No; that is impossible* We are assured, "whatsoever 
God doeth it shall be for ever ; nothingcan be put to it or taken from 
it*'V«*£ccles* iii* 14* 

Vol* I. S s 
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He is our peaee....Epi. u. H. t 

Whew Jehu came to take possession of the crown of Israel, Jeza* 

bel put this (as she thought) cutUnqg; questioD, ^Uad Zimii peace 

who slew his master ?"•— 2 Kings iju 31. As Jehn was called, and 

anrinted to be king of Israel, according to the word of the Lordi 

•o is every christian called and anointed hj the word and Spirit 

to the kingdom of Jesus* ^^ He hath made us kings and priests unto 

God and his Fatht^, to him be giorj," &c««-Rer. i* 6. 

But ere we take possession of our crown of glorj^f we must expect 

many severe and aggravating questions from the mouth . of the 

•dversarjr on earth* Verily* he hath great reason to urge the most 

cruel treatment, and to charge upon us the vilest behaviour to 

•ur master, Jesus; that bloody deed of crucifying the Lord. of life 

and glory was caused by our sins* Not a transgresdon a disciide of 

Jesus commits, but the precious blood of his master was spilt for* 

The life of sin, and love of sin, is in our nature; and the law of 

fin is in our members, and while we are daily exposed to sin in our 

practice, satan like a powerfiil Assyrian army, will invade our land 

<^f nature, and attack the peace of our soub* What can we do? If 

we deny bis charge, and say, ^' We have no sin, we deceive ourselv|ss» 

and the truth is not in us*" Acknowledge his accusations we must;^ 

all in nature, reason, and conscience, unite to witness against us« 

But shall this destroy the comfort of our minds, the hope 9f our 

•CNils, and the peace of our hearts? Then how small pnr knowledge} 

how feeble our &ithl how weak our hearts in the grace which is ia 

Christ Jesus I All the power of darkness, all the corses of the law^ 

all the accusations of sin, . blessed, for ever blessed be the grace of 

our God, cannot, shall not overthrow this soul-comfortingt Christy 

exalting, love-exdting truth; this man, even Je ;&us, who was bom 

in Bethlehem, and died at Calvary, ^'he is our psacs;, he hath 

made peace by the blood of his cros8*''.***Col* i* 20* The everlast-^ 

ing gospel proclain^ it ; the eternal law of love confirms it; by faith 

lire receive the joyful news of it; by the Spirit our souls enjoy the 

aweet sense of it ; by the word, the blessed Spirit alirs i^ our pur^ 

minds by exhortations and examples tp lookiinti> Jesus, look off 

from every other hq>e, turn from every other object* His name, 

his naturC) his offices, his work, all speak pk ace to poor, guilty^ 

aelf-condemned soul^y whose only hope ii^ Jesus* The work oC 

(Jesus*) righteousness shall be peace; and the effect of (hts) righ^. 

ttrousness, quietness and assurance for ever**«*Isa«x;xxii* 17* 

< ■ ■ . . ■ 

O, let our voices never cease It cost htm cries and tears 

* To sing the Savitftu^s name; . ' To bring ns near to God } 

Jesus, th' ambassador of peace. Great was our debt> and he appears 

How cheerfully he came ! . Jo make the payment gopd. 



ffwi s^ toe katfe no sin, zee deceive irUrsehet and the truth 
\ iknot inus....lJohnt.%k 

Sincere upright souls before God, the scriptures deem per- 
tECT.* They are free from hypocrisy and dissimlrlation ; they judge 
imd speak of themselves atcording^ to truth ; Christ who is essentiall;^ 
THE rriTTtt, dWellcth in their hearts by feith ; the Spirit leads them 
lAto all truth, concem&ig themselves and salvation in Christ. Satan^, 
who abode n6t in the truth, is' ever blinding souls to the tfruth, striv- 
ing to seduce them fro** thcf truth, tod to make them not ohlj^ 
deceive others, but themselves alsfo. Me never baits his hook witii! 
d more alluring bait than pride. He aim^ to make us think of oUr- 
•elves mor6 highly than we ou^ht to think, arid to judge of ourselves, 
tnd say, " I am not like 6ther men,^ I havtf no sin', I atai perfect; 
This is the very essenc^' of Phariseeisfn. \ 

That very moment any sotfl days so^ he is under the influence of 
a lying, deccitfcl spirit; "hebridieth not his tongue, he deceivet'S 
his own heart, his religion is vain/'—JameS i* 26. *' He flatteretH 
Mmself Jtthis own eyes, till his iniquity be fbtttd hafefof.*'..-Psalm 
jfitxvi. 2. But if we see no sin, if We feel no sin in us, are we noif 
to ten of our hippy state? Is not Jesus glorified hereby who hath* 
thirs PERFtcTLY sffved us? Seeing and feding! If one in a higlt 
fever says, "I am quite wellj I feel no disorder," we arc sure h^ 
ftas If deceitful sense, he is not in his right ihimd. Alas ! our sensel 
are deceitful judges; they may deludfe us ; they most certainly db',^ 
if they testify contrary to the truth of God's woi"!!. Our Saviour iaf 
dnly glorified by tlv6 truth. What! shall we give the li6' to thrf 
Spirit of truth and the word of truth, under pretence of glorifying 
Jesus? Beware, O soul, " satah transforms himself into an aiigel of 
fight, and makes thee t^ink and say, thou haSt no sin," for another 
veasoA than to glorify Christ, even to glorify thyself in' thine owrf 
^yes, and- in the sight of odiers. Hear confident Peter. Little ditf 
he think what was in his <heart when he sdid, (perhaps he saw no sinV 
nor felt no sin at that time) " Though I die with thee, yet will I not 
deny thefe;'' Think of hitf awflil fall^ his horrid oaths and dfeadfu^ 
imprecations^ arid be humble. Awfbl' effects are not wtinting in our 
day^ of such Whom satan has puffed ^p wilfh this unscriptural notioti^ 
of beiitg siKLEss; but dreadful effect's have followed. The highef 
the elevation, the greater the fallw Odoul*, ever reitieihber, "thotir 
standestby fidth'; this feads us entirely out of ourselves to the per- 
£e(^on of Jesus. Be not high minded, exalted with the notion^ bf a 
state contrary to G6d*s truth, here styled self-deceit, but' fear;** 
ever be afraid of setting up thyself in exposition to the positive 
assertions of the Spirit of truth. He who says he has no sin, eom* 
mits sin in saying so* ; for he lies, the truth is not in him, he 'w 
^ceived by t]^e father of lies* 
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'This is the reeatd, that 'God hath gioen to us eternal lifti 
and this life is in his Son : he that hath the S&n hath 
life. .. A John V. Jl, 12. 

Sovereign power permits man to fall. GuiH fills ^e wretched 

*pair with dread, and cuts off all hope in God, adl cla^ upon hini* 

Hence our first parents <*. fled from the preseiice of the Lerd^ and 

hid themselTes." Sovereign lore interposed* and the poor, guilty, 

'trembling partners in woe were called bcfi)re their highly-offendedt 

justly provoked Lord* Was it to behold him clothed with ven< 

geance? To hear the sentence of their eternal doom to destruction? 

To see hell opened to receive them ? No; be astonished, O he^ven^l 

Rejmce ye apostate children of hell-deserving parents! They were 

^to hear'a record of what was transacted in the eternal court and 

counsel of heaven, published on earth* This, instead of wirath, 

brought mercy; instead of woe, blessing; instead of eternal dtelhy 

'everlasting life; instead bf a hell of misery, a heaven of faap^ness 

« 

• to their trembling hearts* 

Fallen man came not to meet Gcl9, to sue fi»r pardon, and entreat 
grace, but fled his presence* But the Lord follows sinful nian with 
love in his heart; not to propose terms of accommodation or condi- 
tions of peace, but to proclaim the joyful news of eternal Kie as the 
free g^ft of free favor, unmerited grace, unconditi<MiaI mercy, in 
and by the seed of the woman, Jesus Christ. Glorious record of 
iovel Blessed testimony of life ! Joyful tidings of grace! Hast thou 
heard, known, and believed this record? ^< Praise the Lord, O my 
soul, and all that is within me praise his holy name*'' Behold and 
admire the wisdom^ as well as the love of thy God* In this rejoice 
always ; be humble continually. Life, eternal life, is given lis. 
This life is in God's beloved Son, therefore can never be lost and 
forfeited. " Our life is hid with Christ in God.** O, if Jesus dwells 
In our hearts by faith, we have God's beloved Son, we have eternal 
life. The report of this is joyful to our ears. The enjoyment of 
this enters our hearts, creates our present heaven, and fills us wkh 

^ joyful hopes of future glory. We have the strongest confidence, the 
follest assurance to animate our souls, ^ Because I live, saith the 
head, ye (my members) shall live also. "....John xiv. 19. God hath 

' GIVEN us eternal life. He is foithful, he will riot revobft his orwn 
precious free gift. Jesus liath overcome every enemy and opposcr 
that might prevent our enjoyment of eternal life. The holy Spirit 
hath effected such an union to Jesus, as can never be broken. ^^ We 
are joined unto the Lord, and are one spirit.'*.... 1 Cor. vi. 1 7* 

.. Look ttp..m7 301)1, to bim« . And faambly view the living stceap 

Whose death was thy desert i Flow firom his pierced heart. 
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I 

Hidi notth^ face from far me ; put not thy servimt away M 

- anger: thou hast been my help; leave me not; neither 

forsake me, O God of my salvation...,Psalm xxvii, 9. 

-(^LovK never faileth :" it ever worketh in the heart of disciples 
tovam)^ its beloved object. Love cannot bear, distance or separation 
. frons Jesns ; the thought of \t is grievous tod painful ; the dread of 
it makes the sohI plead, fills the mouth with arguments, lest the 
poor heart should.lose the sweet sense and comfbrting'savour of the 
love of God* His presence is its heaven^ hts absence is its hell f 
his smiles create joy, his frowns bring gloom and sorrow on the 
mind* When the heart feels a sensible, withdrawing of God, and 
•the light of his countenance, is hid, it cannot but be restless and un- 
easy* Real belleveiis experience Christianity to be mor^ than. a 
iiame*«**doc.trine9 more than mere speculations to fill the head and 
^ amuse the thoughts#...in ordinances, somewhat more is enjoyed than 
.^ dull round and formal attendance upon them* Christianity is a 
life of love : it consists in knowing and enjoying the God of truth|< 
of faithfulness, and of love in his ordinances* 
. Therefore a loving soul. most of. all fears the anger of its loving 
Father ; it dreads to be put away in displeasure, though but for a 
moment* To be left to one's self, O, this calls «^ one's cries and 
tears, and urges one to plead hard with one's dear Saviour* ^^Thou 
hast been my help*" Past expetiences of the love and power of its 
]ljord.are remembered, and urged as a plea for present help and 
future hope* God's precious promises of faithfulness and truth, O 
. they are beheld as ^' fitly spoken, like apples of gold in pictures of 
. i^lver*','****Proy* XXV. 11* Pas^ love c^annot be forgotten; past mer^ 
cies are. recalled* What the Lord is still, in the appropriation of 
(aith, is pleaded* " Forsake me not*" Why so ? Because ^thou art 
. the God of mt salvation*" To whom should we go but to thee, O 
Jesus? Thou hast the words, of eternal life* Forsake not the woik 
of thine own hands ; the soul for whom thou didst toil and suffer, 
bleed and die* There is salvation in thee, and- in no other* I 
have found itso% Arise,. Othou^unof righteousness, scatter the 
- clou4s.of .darkness, the mists of sin,, and the fogs of unbelief ; recall 
• my wandering steps ; revive my drooping spirit ; ^' Bring near thy 
^ sfdvation.in present peace and love*" Such will be the cries and 
pleading$ of Jesus-loving hearts* Such are the genume actings of 
that fidth which worketh by love* It ever hath a Gon in Christ 
for its object, his faithfulness and truth for its support, his promises 
for its {deas, bis glory for ita aim, and the comfortable sense and 
enjoyment of his Igf^e as its portion and heaven* <^ Whom have I in 
heaven biit thee \ and therf is none on earth that I desire tieatdea^ 
thee*"****Psalm Ixxiii* 25* 
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Thau sbult go .brfbte the face, of the lard to prepare hh 
wat^: tagive knotbledge of salvation wUo his people by 
the remission of their sins. ...Luke i. 76, 11 ¥ 

The daf of gospeMrtttk, like tite llgltt of the momli^y ^feakft^ 
ibrtfa gtaduftllf upon the betn^hted wftiU and it iticreaseth to ntld^a/ 
M|*btBfea» and gkny. ^The path of the jmrtified is like the shining^ 
lightt that shineth more aiid nmre unto tiie perfect day.'' ThiiA K 
la 'm the experience of enlightened soqIm The Kght of Qod'« wor<f 
ni^esta the truth aa it as in Jesnsi gradually ; it discorers eon« 
demnation and ginlt \ff the htw, and grace and pardon by the gospel." 
The baptist dhpensation prepares the Wity in the heart before the 
ao«d enjoys the sweet sense of pa^rdim of sins through the &ith itf 
Jesof* The law is a Toiee onlyof wrath aid terror to the soul; i9 
IcftTes the poor sinner in the dreadful s^te it finds him ; it pronoutt^ 
€m» nothing but curses iipon him ; it can shew hi^ no remedy ; ri 
points to no hope ; -to work wrath, in the conscience and to cotidetmi/ 
isr 8^1 the broken law can do. . ^ 

The voice of the baptist cries to the soul in a if^liderm^ aftate ; but^ 
k is rather the hoarse cry of austere severity than^ the charming, 
tneloditous voice of peace and love ; itcalls^ tobaptiiSita of repentance^ 
s^ confession of sfais, a change of ihind' conceMhg fbrmer hopeli of 
salvation, and also a change of life and practice; Tbef poot^ sinnei^ 
is hereby ^wkmed to ibe from the wfath to con^e'%...is pointed x6 
^thte t A MB «r Gon, who taketh aWay the shi of the wo!ld." Mtist' 
lioula seem to be btx>ught under this dilspensatidn ; some continue fb^ 
k kfcig season in it'; they at»e in^uspensc between hope an(f fedr con* 
cMling their s€ttte. The Spirit of wisdOih sees meet it s^^auid be so. 
The name of Jesus is pre^fts t^ them ; his word is theii* ho^;*' 
his promises the itay of their doQls^ The kingdom of Je^eus is at 
luteid in khowiedge and comfort. Salvation by Christ vs mnAt^ 
hiiown to them; but as yet they do not enjoy the assursmce of thetf* 
interest in^' silKl the knowledge that their s^ns^ ail: fi>rgiven thmugll' 
the Mood' of Christ. They are the" people of God, though the^^ 2»& 
not fuHy aasured of it, not having yet received " the baptism of remis- 
sion of sins" by the Spirit of adopticm ; but pardon is* the certain ' 
privikge of believmg souls p it is sure, by tiie promise of a f^thAi! 
God^ it Is obtained by the precious blood of Jesus; it assuiledlf 
arhaU b^ enjoyed as the gift of the coiiiforting Spirit. " The vislott 
is yet for an appointed time; but dt tile end it shafl speakj and 
«ot Ik: thouglr it tarry, wait fef it, beteause it will surely cottie, it 
#iAl not tarry. *'Thejust*all livebyfeith."....Hab5ak.ii.3,i. A» 
aw* as John the baptist has prepared the way iH thy heart, •'the: 
IficM/Whoin thou setekestskail ftiddenty come tohis temple»'^..).i 
Mal.iii. 1. 
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^dUon the L^rd: ^ he of good couragi^ -nnd & thaU 
strengthen thine i heart : wait, I my, an the Lord.... 
Psalm xj^yii. 14:.. 

. A'Bsof good courage!'^ Alas, how eftn one be $ck When all 
iente «iid feeling tend to dishearten the mind and deject the 90iiil 
Lively frames in duty, sweet enlargements of heart, heayeidy-tftpN 
ports of joy, delightEil ecstasies of faith) ravishing .tf^^tes.pf lonst' 
all, all, like Noah's doT«, have taken their flight; and Heaiv aajra 
the drooping soul, never, nevermore to ireturn* Truly) like Heaer 
kiah, ^'I mourn as a dove, p^ine eyes fail with looking iipiracd» Q 
Lord I am oppreasedy undertake for K^«'*«*«Jaa*xxxviii** 14* Sttllf 
saith the comforter by his word, *' fie of good courage*" RemeHH 
bcp thy calling: It is to live by faith, to honor thy Li»>d, and be 
obedi^it to his word* Thou hast the sentence of death, in thysseib 
that thou shouldst not trust in thyself, lest thine heart depart- fnasn 
thy Lord* Not frames and feelingS) but God's love and promiseai^ 
Christ Jesus to sinners, are the foundation of bQp^*. These arf. 
abundantly^ sufficient to inspire the soul with cpurag^y f&9i with gop4 
courage^ to go on in the ways qf the Lord* 

Here is the steadiness of faith; to cleave to Jesu%. tQ abide by fl^ 
tri^th, steadily to persevere in the paths of duty in the coui^n oC 
obedience to him* Shall this ever be suspended becaqse we :Y^%^ 
not lively frames and joyful feelings? How would thisppoTe th^ W4 
walk by faith, and that our eye is single to Cbrii&t's glory .^ N^^yj Wf 
shall then serve the Lord only by fits and starts of piei^se and passio% 
rather than by the uniform, consistent obedience of failh* The 
Lord's word is our rule of duty; his promises our supfXMt; his^^^ice 
is sufficient for us; his sti:ength is made per&ct in our weakness* 
If our hearts are weak, that we cannot run with alapcity* the wajr. of 
<^.od's commandments as we desire, ao much the more feaqon hftv^ 
we for our souls to wait on the Lord far the times of refreshing from 
his presence*^ He will strengthen our heiirts, ^' for he givetb power 
to the faint, and to them that have no might he increaaeth 
strength*"**. Jsa« xl* 29* f^ Wait I say on the Lord*" David rep^at# 
the injunction^ with a holy fervor, both to his own sbq) and tQ 
others* God has promised, expect fulfilment* Here is the ex^rpise 
o£ FAITH, trust in the Lord Christ for what we stand in need of; of 
iiopE, expecting to receive all from him; of patixkcXi wsdting 
continually upon him* Moat precious promise I ^^ They that wai( 
i£ipon the Lord shal) r^ew their strength, they shall mount up with . 
wings as eagles, they shall run and not be weary, und they thall wall; 
and not faint*"*.**Isa. xU 3 L <' The Lord direct your hearts into th^ 
loveof Gody ^d into the patient waiUng for Christ*"**.*? The9* uU i« 
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Vow fiiitk U the substance qf things hoped f6r\ 4heo6^ 
dence qf things not seen..u.Heb. xu I . 



f"* 



Ha?pi«sss, that hmtimable ftwtU tverj man i»iii soavch after. 
B«t t6 seek it ftoni objeeU iinteen aild ifivtaible to wr naturi^ aoneair 
issdoiiR&rigfat iwradoxy and will be ever coodemiied an the.gr«ak$iT 
akaofdltf in the judgineat of deprared aense aiul carpal.Teaaen- la. 
theknoviedge, loTe, and enjoyment of God^ true Jiappinesa. akin«l: 
osnalBts. The only Kvingand true God hath revealed iUmaetfinx 
Christ JeauB. This, is the christian's God* He knows ^e otheTfrs 
It lam blessed. truth buiH upon and supposted by ^h^ word. of God»r 
B7 feith this aubsiats 10 hiaxnindj and is. clear and evident to, hi#;. 
neiBwboni soulf- ,/ 

' From this inward believingi ^^"PhatGod waain.Christ, reo^H^gv 
ttim world to b^mselfi" O what an extensive prospect. iofvl^»pe ^if^tli^l 
Qod in QJirist; the promises all in Chmt^ he. that believe^ Um. 
Christ^ Christ dweUeth in his heart by faith: aU the blessings. of; 
time; all the» glories of eternity are sure* They Are, settled by thp 
yea and amen of Gody upon such believing souls* Shall any bolji , 
emiaaary from satan, demand of such a aouU ^' Wha^ right . haat 
Jihou to the inheritance of this good Jand? Abraham's sons, have 
JU)iaham*s plea* It is mine by promise; by faith. I sojourn in^it*> 
God's pro9iiseis faith's claim* What he has spoken is the ground^ 

• • • 

orsub^isten^je of hope* But may not other witnesses stand up and 
declare against the christian? Yea, dQubtl£Ss» manyi from the old, 
])aan» the flesh) salan, and the Uw* But the first is under sentence 
cf deaths his witness is inyiilid* Satan is a known liar from the 
begin^ng, therefore no predit is to be given to him; the evidence of. 
law is out of date; it is superceded by the promise; '^(or .the.|awr 
whi<;h was four hundred and thirty years after the covenant,, ^hich, 
was. confirmed by God in Christy cannot disannul it, that it should 
make the promise of none effect* '/.t.^Gal* iii* 1 7*. But^ blessed be our . 
Jjo^i though be suffers his. children to be attacked by .many.^dye/7. 
saries, he dcth not leave himself without a witness and an eyid^Qqe 
in th^r hearts* Though each one of them cannot say» I kpqw jL 
am a child of God, yet the weakest believer in Jesus hath the ^eyl*. 
dence of truth; the witness lii himself, qf the reality, and certainty/ 
of invisible objects, ^' things not seen ;" of things past in the etqn^ajf 
covenant of grace and peace;; of things in time, the finished work. 
ai Jesus; of thhigs. to come, the .glories of an eternal world; and. 
amidst opposition from every quarter, here is a proof of the inward v 
subsistence and evidence of spiritual and invisible objects, in their^ 
longing for stronger faith in them, and clearer knowledge and ehjoy* 
ment of them. ^<To every one that hath shall be. given, and lie 
idiall ^ave «bundanQe«"*«MMatt- XXV* 29. 
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^^ uxrd qf GoA tMch effeetiialbf worketh also in you thai 
believe....! Tfiess. iu 13. 

. A ]>ROCLAtf ATioH of gTacefroixi an eartlify king has reduced the 
mofst desjpcfrat^ and hardraed rebels to laf down thek arms and f>ro^ 
xMte true allegiance* Bitt though the w<^ of Ood is aprociamatioQ 
of free ^it^^ctf glad tidings of fiill pardon; though replete witik tho 
mdst timder expostulations and the most endearing invitations^ yet 
so abonfhiable is our per^erseiiess, so daring our ohstinaey, that we 
should remafai deaf to erery call, and continue hardened in our 
Tobeliion against the most high God, till we fall victims to his justlf 
dMerved wrath* For unbelief shuts up every avenue of the sout 
against the light, truth, peace, and love of the word of God. But» 
O amazing love! lie. in the dust, O my soul! adore the power of 
our ali^conquenng Saviour! The gracious Spirit makes gracious 
words effectualr Hence fidth esteems every portion of the gospel 
as the ftjod, the Hfe, the joy, of the souU By the agency of the 
Spirit the word becibmes powerful to beget faith, and then works 
elFectually in believing hearts* 
Those speak unadvisedly who call the word of God ^ dead letter*^ 
Indeed St. Paul saith* ^^ the letter killeth ;*' but this can never prove 
God's word to be dead. That which is dead itself cannot kill. W4 
should distinguish between the letter of the law that kHleth all flesh^ 
and the gospel of grace that worketh life and salvatibi^ in all who" 
believe* When wt read the word 6f God, we should never consif 
der it distinct from the essential and personal irord, Jesus. He is 
emphatically styled the word of God..«.Rev. xix. 13. He who execut* 
ed all the purposes of the word of truth, works efifectually in the* 
hearts of the children of faith. Hence, the once despised and 
lightly esteemed Nazarene is known^ believed in, and loved as most 
precious; ^^the chiefest among ten thousand, yea as altogether 
lovely." God*s precious prdmises in Jesus, once wholly unregarded, 
are tcm sweetly prized : they are beheld ^s sweetly ranged and pro* 
fusely scatterefd through every page of the lively oracles. The- 
Spirit's holy gifts and sSnctifying graces are pleaded ai God^s blessed' 
charter of free-grace* All his sovereign edicts and absolute declara* 
tions of grace and salvation, instead of being proudly cavilled 
against, are bowed to with humility. In the word of our King 
th^re is pdwer« Sin and satan are detbtrCmedin the heart, and Jesus 
rules and reigns m the soul* Th^s the word of God is quick and^^ 
powerful ; thus it works effecturil^' to salvation. 

JhU is the wprd of truth and love May but thU grace njy ssnl renew. 

Sent to the nations from above; Let sinners g^aife and hate me too ; 

jHehtivab ih his word doth shew The word that saves me does engages 

What his almighty arm can do. A sure defence from all their rsg«« 

Vol. L T t 
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For me to live is Christ, and to. die-it gain....Pkil. i; 2\^ 

O HAPPY, happy soul! who can thus say with Paul, ^4d lifey 
in death, Christ is my gain!*' Verily, if thou believest on tl»e Son 
4>f God, thou mayest* Thou also hast the same nglit and the sftHie 
reason as be had. Paul was a poor sinner, eren as thoQ art;*'but- 
Christ was all his gain: so he is to thee and erery ofie whobelierea' 
in hinib Come christian, let us,- like the wise trader, state oof 
lK:counts of loss and gain and see the sum total Uiis day* In self- 
righteousness before God, peace with God, love to Grod, hope in 
God, power to please God, enjoyment of God^ the life of our 
souls, yea, our souls themselves are all lost. We are aU a litntp 
of sin, bankmpt sinners, insolvent debtors to law and jasttce, and 
«re exposed to lie for erer in the prison of hell. - Awiul loss. 
' What is our GAIN? InestiflUible riches! inotluiig less <, than pt«^ 
cious Christf and a preciouA salvation! O9 iahis dear name. enroUttd 
IB the book of our heajrtaf Can we read Jeausthere ?. TheniK Ehrist 
we haver perfcsa righteousness before Qn^y full aoceptasce with God^ 
free access to God, love from God^ peace with Gori) hope of enjoy^t 
^^9 yea, present fellowship with God ; we are his children in Christ 
Jesus; all that he has is ours; every attribute and- perfectioii of 
Jehovah are engaged for us ; his Spirit is ours, to make us holy and 
hai^y here^ and to lead us to eternal feKcity herifeafrer* ;But, aatUt 
the poor believing sinner, ^'I am put to a stand, in my reckoning^ 
though Christ is my. gain, yet I have not entirely lost. my burdent^ 
sin* Sin is still alive in me*" St^oot, O.soulf reckon oow. 
Though we have siny feel sin raging and rebelling, what then? In- 
Christ we have gained a sacrifice for it, and redemptionc from. it.. 
His precious blood hath taken away, all the^guik of sinfmm us, and 
aU the wrath due to us from the justice of God* - .So it stands upon, 
record in the court of ;iieaven9 and the Holy Ghost is witness of it 00^ 
earth; therefore record this in the court, of c^niscience^ Faith caa 
shew a discharge from the guilt of sin and the curse of the la9r» 
therefore reckon yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin* Dead indsedr 
how emphatic! yes, as much dead to sin as a corpse buried undor 
gixmnd ;* and as much alive to God in Christ, as thou^ you bad newer 
committed one sin, nor have any sin in you* . ^^ For^ O p^ecioiu. 
words I the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesusr li^th made.iia 
free from thclaw of sin add death*"*.«*Rom» viii» 2* Thusiq Christ 
we gain a perfect victory over sin and the law* Bat say^i will ain« 
destroy our mortal -bodies? let i^; this is all it can do; it cannot. 
hurt our immortal souls ; for, thanks be to God, in Cbruit iw har^ 
a complete victory over death ; Christ is our gain in death* Wc 
shall lose nothing by death but sin and sorrow : we shall gain«***what Y 
Eternal glory* ^ We shall be with our Jesus**'**** John xvii* 24» \ . 
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Bkiold! he ccmtQt \»ith clouds; and every eye shall see 
him. ...Rev. i. 7.. ' 

: ' With irhat aidor of lieart inay eteirybdievefr cty but^ blessed 
liefiod, en^erf hour brings nearer the solemn advent, the ^dHoiis 
appearing of tbe great God and oiir Sainour Jesus! ^ O chrurtianav 
flow !• our salvation nearer than when we first believed."* Comei 
jtiiou once detpised Nazarene, thou once crucified Saviour: he shall 
<:ome ;' he will dome quioklft and be seen in human form* Shall 
^e not see those wounds And scars in his body, the tokens of his 
inestimable loVe to and perfect victory of his cross for us poor sinners f 
flow joyful in the exercise of faith, the fervor of love, the expe^ 
ftaSion of hope, is this contemplation !' 'This tjuells the fears ^ nsh 
ture, mortifies its lustsy< subdues its corruptions. To this end at« 
Hre bom agsdn of tbe Spirit, tiiat we should eiijoy the visions of Mth, 
aee Jesus, live by faith upon him, have fellowi^ip with luin in the 
sufferfiigs of his cross,} end long for his appearing in glory. Thiein 
shall we 'share with hmi' in the glories of his kingdom; ^ Me shvtl 
eiome to \S6 glorffiediM his saints^ ieitid' adn^ired fn all tfa%m thai 

' Whence theto otit d^ettioii of mind, nur fear of deaths oiir utf- 
wiHingness <^to be absent from the body, that we may be'presi^nft 
with the Lord ?" Truly,' all this ariseth from the mystery of iniquity 
whioh worketh in us.- But hereis our'wisdom, tooppose the mys« 
tery of faith to that. Never venture' to think of your t^ "dyingv 
wkhout considering the death of Jesus; look not at your own sins, 
without looking at -the Mood of Jesus; think ndt a mfoment of his 
iappeadng as a 'judge, without remembering him as our prfeciouf 
Sttvioer; dwell not on the glory and majesty of his eternal ppwei* 
awt Gbdhead^ without reflecting on his humble "form, his tnanho^ 
state; .^conceive not- of him as a king and lawgiver, witiieut cMsl^ 
deling' him as a priest to atdne for our sins,' an advocate to {rfead our 
eaune^ and our forerunner entered into the heai^ns Kok xr% ; for ^M 
shall w^ doily pmvey that we are more than conquerors ov^ every 
Ibd that opposeth the holiness and comfort of our souls, thrbugli 
Jesus' irbe loved us* ^ Behold,: be comtethi" O joyful day i most 
desirable tftight! then our sorrows, our foars shall forever cease* 
TKi^n our eyes shall see our dearest friends;, our foes, that we i^is 
dsy find and feel,< we shall see no more for ever. ^^ To them that 
look for him, shidl he appear the seccMid time without- sin unto sa^ 
vation." ^< O, lift up your heads wkh joy, for your redemptbft 
Amweth nigh«" 

C^hrist is the man, th' exalted man, Those soft, those blessed feet ofhi^i^ 

Whom we unseen adore : ^ That once rude iron tore* '' 

But wlfen our eyes behold his face, High on a throne of light they standi 
Our hearts shall love him more, Aad all the i^Uts adore* 



S#4 NOVEMBER ST. 

Thau shall guide me xmth thy counsd^ ami afterward fS^ 
ceive me to glory.... Psalm Ixxiii. 24. 

That is. a precious ^aotioii of our loviBg^ Sttriour^. ^ Jodge aot 
aocofditig to the appciana>ce»'\.*Johii V& 34« St; Pwd sqmvti 
MiDtB) << Do ye look on things titttt ^e outward oppearance^'*.** 
^ Cpr* X* 7. Through thia conduct, aaiots in aH agea^ave pun^nd 
tbdr minds, distressed their souls, and ha^e teen tenpted to hafd 
tboughto of their God* They have not. ^^ judged righteous jndg* 
ment," in respect to carnal men and the dispensations of . God'a 
piondence to them* So we see< Joh greasy exeicifed, (Job xxL 7.) 
ittd Asaph^ in^the above Psalm* But after ihct^dood cxf cacnal rea«» 
aoning and unbelief passed over their, mkids, the sun of. glory and 
troth shone again.with splendor upon them; then fiuth pats fi^rUi 
ita tively exerda^ and sweet- approbations of Godi ^O mt God^ 
and Saviour, I>see thy ways to man «ie just!. Righlieona avttfaoB, 
Lord> thou art My God, I-wiil love theet Thou ahalt -guide mb 

.1^ thy.eounsel,'' fcc^. As the Lord is oftok said to nadcs a covenant 
wilk Jiif lieople when it waa only, renewing his oU^^ovenant of g^aoo 
and love in Christ Jesus, so faith frequently makes a fresh choice 
oSf' claim to, and ^Idry in this IxN*d Jesits* ^^ My oovnad. shall 

'irtand, and I will do all my pleasure, saith the Lord*''— Jsa* alvi* lOi* 
Amen, 9aith the bebeviag heart* By thy weed and Spirit gmds me 
OfAHinuaUyi loannotguido myseU^ Jeaua be. thou my guide, mj 
oompenion, and my #M*iili«' fidend^ - 

. Blesfod diriattan \ though in Ptal^s case^w-Acts xxvii* 30*.«.^ Whism 
mrither- aun nor stasa i^eared for many-daya, when no smatt teiBL>'>^ 
ip^nl is upen thoe, and all hope of being saved seems Uktxt away^V 
yet Jesua is at 'the hehn* Thy vessel shall ride,^ out every statm ; 
Ite wttl guide aafe totlie haven of glory and- bl^Medliesa* Soraie 

. paDSooa^soemso wbotty taken up witk pkyiog into the secret pnqmaea 
fiM insQiutaWO' depths t)f.God('t decreeai that: they take no heed to 
their stepa^ but, litetbe phUoaopber.who.waaso'intent m^servi^^S 
the. alarry heavens, that bmg iMcleas of faia <wallt 'he feU inloia 

. ditch« Not Godfs.sedcet puapoaest but his refvealod truths sae tiie 
ohjecta of • our fiadtbr ^^bia word 19 a:Bght« ta out fiMtV .by^^tiw^ 
ho -oouoaels and dimcta u$. The >gfaeiott» Spirit leads and gntdKo 
Mft cbildtie& in the ^aths^of . peace and hobaess* It ia tme^. theipaili 
to.gloiy b'unpleaaiog to^e flcah, and.th«efiire i» ever oppoaedi'^y 
jii hut. aa there is.a dispositton i& rege n erate; aoitla to Jong* for- gktty , 
ao.iaiao alove io: theni toCM'a wiord andttievay -of holiness* ^da 
iUs. the children of God are manifest* Au such,' Godfwill moot 

; certainly receive to glory*. ^ As. many, as are led by the Spirit ojT 
God, they are the sons of God*'*o**Rom* viii* 14* ^ . . .^ 



■ 
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Call to Txiihd, disciple of Jesus, how in tiroes past thou didit 

indk According to the course of this world, ftllfiliing the desires of 

thefh;sh and of the mind; and yet the Grod of this'woild so blinded 

thine eyes> and *o decdved thine heart (strange infatuation !) that 

thou i^dst talk of and trust in even what had no existence, thine 

'crwn goM woHcs. Gtory to the rich gtace of our Saviour, who 

d^rers frs frenti die if atural liotiotis of our corrupt reason, thfe pride 

I6f «*rfree^wil!, dudtheTa^in Confidence of our oVn righteousness! 

Now all obr glorying Is in Jesus ; for though by nature we sft« slates 

to our lusts, in bondage to iniquity, our minds defiled, ourconsCicn- 

cos imfuire, and therefore to erery good wdHs V^probate, yet' such 

-wasftbe iaveof Jesus tons, 'thtit ^^he gave himself for us/' Kt 

lisfi^ nedeemedus from all inkfiaity $ he hath purified us unto himself 

Bsa pecuHar people, ^zealous of good works." By the knowledge 

<]C ftoth we are persuaded Jesus loves^ us, delights In us, grants tis 

pecoitar familiartty with himself, bdstows peculiar blessings on nWj 

Md hath made pecoUaif provisions forus,* both in time and eternity. 

Hence ^H&tians are kis^red with «. peculiar seal ibr good worics ; *a 

ttsal tMMTOfding to godliness*' We love our God'snd onlySaidour; 

therefore wie delight to serve and study io glorify him in bttr souls and 

- bodies* Our sinfiil 'hists and passions are contrary to him ; thefcfore^ 
as assisted, we daily strive ainl pray to mortify and subddc thein* 
To do good to the souls and bodies of aHmen^ espedally to them 
tliat" are df i^e honsehold of ifdtiv, Is weil-ipleiising to the Lord^ 
therefore it is the joy of our hearts to* abound in those things. Kei^ 
tme^eeal centers, that we do good from a good prindpks loveld 

: God'f irom a good motive, Jesus ha^ commanded it; with a godd 

aim, thait**ttie glcvry of his name, tlie honor and interest <^ his cause 

■r ^BBoty be advanced in the W0«}d by^ns* Soch a zeal stain the ptide of 

- 8tif«6eekiDg and vaiti gloryiogr for our best wedcs^ ourchiel^ 
good,' is to gierify our <^od and Saviour* Codly sovils UiiSh fhert- 

' fiM^ and are grieved to the very hesrt when a thought arises of 
dt^ing any good work to procure the &vor^ of God or to secure his 

: love to dor sbuls, or to entitle us to his kingdom. This Is to glorify 

< «mieeNtts. But we have not so learned Chrift as to oi^pose God^s 
Jree*^racetriiths, dishoaor a God of love, degradef the glory «f(ilir 
pveckmS'Sttriour) for we give alLtiie glory to him, as having done 
all for us. We see salvation fini^iedby himy^^ and glory secured to 
Us i» E«M ;•' thereforey in Uw^ we deSife to be ivholly devoted to bitni 
amd tod^ thoseitfain^that may g^rify him only ** who halii bought 

. us with his biDod.'"....} Oor* vl. SO* This is tnriy a zaA lioeoft&ig 
to knowledge. . \ ' 



$4S NOVEMBER 29. 

Giving Ihanh to the Father^ lOho hath made u$ meHi» Be 
partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light,... 
Col.\.\2. 

Too ip«nxof God's dear cbiMren saem to albound mote tit 
(:oiaplaiiimg of what they find and feet in lheiiiaelv»a than in pmbmK 
9j^ fpK what he hath don« if\v ai4 in thein» * Why is this I Thef df 
Vio(|JiTe enough in th<;ir.own kingdom; ^heydonot.^iottghcMMRi^cs 
tiieir ownprivilegea; they dwell not enough upon* the rich love of 
God their Father t9 tl^i^mf the free«»grace of Jesua their Redeemex 
fon thcQii ^ the work of the comforter in them» But, what IhHsa 
a.fen|^ qC their, eorryptiona) the.devioea of sataa, the aighlof tho 
^mualAt J. of the lawi the legality tb|t b iii them^ they cannni 
think <t{^emael?^s made .meet for Gpd'is kingdom » therc^re they ds 
Qot pr^i»e: Cipd for it*. Say, O ye aonji and dai}glMi»rapf ith^ Moit 
j^igh, is this right?* What] because yod'find -sjin 'ab<iHindiQ?yfl«l> 
wil]| yo^ not give prpise that gni^ doth, much mpre ^b(Qiiitfid.tow%rdf| 
yoii.and i» yo^ ajw? CqRisidesr,^ Gpd the father |iat». madf w* 
pn^t. Who? Us xilp ainnqrp;. How.^ hy tak}i>gv^wa)r.th^.b^iilg».^ 
all sin in xx^l No,, no more than hy tak|i)g .^a qut d( the l9pdy»<< JS. 
we never have meetnesa fqr glory ^tUl all sin is pc^rfeptiy destroyed iH^ 
us» we shaU ney^ begin the work of .piiajbe till, we get to glory* 3ut 
pjaisc is k|>resent-WQrk,f9r .ii^hatGod. hatv «hf^y Aowt in uaw 
fipt, "God HAXH deUvercjd Hs frpm the power^ fif darkmas-" 
Tliej)f^ce^pf darkness no, mo^ blinds our .eye^ tp ,th? evil Qf ,4h% 
the curse.of ^jlaw, the.gloryof God s^ijoi^g in the fac^ of Jeanst 
ia)4.tbepredousi^8s of his aatv^atiofi* For, secondly^ ^< G^d hatjk 
tl^alated us into Jt|)e kUigdp^ 9^ ^^^ dear Son/'. W^ artout.06 
the kingdom of natui}&s siO) p^ide^ and unbelief; w^ li^e qpd^ the* 
spirituid reign of J[£sus. Therefore^ thirdly* we. |i^|9ees9»; all .^^^ 
Igrapes of this kingdom^^^^irji^in ^bq king, of.saii^tsy iQiife.tO'tb^ 
kins P.f saints, :an4; '^ love tp, all the.af^nts;". tp all our feUovr^innefa 
who isoiflsss JeiAis the Son of Qpdi and aajTatjkmby bii^ <»(i^yv : I«- 
ti]a ^oui" b^f<l^? Christ our. glory^ our life. Qf . holiness? Is. h^Ui^cM . 
th^ desire. of o^r souls? \ve,bavte light, life, faith, love, bpH^^^^i 
then. God -hath nmd^ us meet J^i; the enjoy m^t of hisglQry« •, I^y;. 
wp ^^ ^lyoy him now.. \Ve jhavp frflow^ip with the f«Kth^r %nd • 
his. Son Jf^^us Christ, tberei£pre,, we are now to give bixntha^to; mti^ 
shall never have a^iy Qtber meetmsas for h^vei^ on; «;ai^.' tboNigh. 
gfeat^r degrees of .the coiriforts of this maj^ be experi^poed* Q jm]& .. 
so^l, art thou no longei; in the.d^rkpesa of sin ? #atai^'p slave I uoder .' 
the curse of the law? blinded by pride to the charms of Jesus? tied 
and bound by the chains of unbelief? an enemy to God's grate, his 
trutli, and his people? " O Lord, thou art my God, I ^ill exalt thee, 
I will praise thy name, fpr thou.bast done wondeiiiil thin^*' kc*,w 
Isa« XXV. 1. 



* KOVEMBfiR Sd. m 

f^Jmdfaintcd\ unless I had belkmd 16 see*&e§bodaess qf 
the Lord in the land of the living, ,.,Psatm xxm I Si 

I» times of sore distress and afBittion, whether in'soul or bodfi 
i^int» are taught many swc^t fe^sonsT* Chdstenifigs fr6ih the Lord 
fire«U in lonr« ; by theni cilif C!^od lathes the^iil to* pirofitv **Nd 
«shastctrang for the present fe joyotfS, blit grievotis**' Iii thtt^ datlfi 
trightof s<il!brtog, christians sigh m» manfa d^eful Strsinv Some^ 
ttmeB according to all a^eairances fmtn nature^ sense,' feding, anit 
the jtidgmetit'df reason, thty are- ready to cry o«t, ** Ail things arrf 
aigaihst me/' Hence theit ooiiYage ^inks, their hopes fsid theif!^ 
htiBOts Idl them, and they are t^e^dyto feint ; but th^y hav<e ah inni 
iible frieniA always near them i he suppoi^s thfetn by his power tmde*^ 
an their trials and conflitts^f ^suppli^ with comforting cordials; re-; 
f4i^es thdr spirits trkh the cefnsolatidns of his word; arid When he* 
torthgs-tfcttn out bf their trotiWes, then how sweetly do they sing^icif 
hliti \^ how lAswy a jc^^ftil psalm ! What a ribh treastfry of eitperiencci' 
ate \^t favored with from the pen of !>atid, dipt irt the lnk*of afflict 
floa^How sVr^tftfy does he indite to the ^lory of his God andtti* 
d^mfoit^f his Father's' dtiHdrenm after-age«l He' believed, there-^ 
f^h hfe fe^fce. '' Unless 'he had b^ieved,- he hlidifeihted^ = 

' Faith will wupport when all things else Ml; Or>*hat s sonlistii^ 
porting grace isf fkhh ! Why so ? Because it Idbks to,' depends u^^^ 
trusts in an almighty, fkithfill, covenant-keeping God. Faith con-' 
aulcs not flitoh and blood, but the word of grace and truth. ^ By faith 
ift€tiinYt every jRlgfct of aMction, every onset of the enemyy see- 
ing hiin who \w invisible. As faith i^ the support of the ^ul, so the* 
sfeje^ of fidth) Jesus ; he is both failii^s author and streng^th. *^Thy 
fldth shall not fail,** saith Jesus to Peter; *«i have prated for thee." 
It lailed not as an abiding^nciple in the heart unto salvation, thoiigfi ' 
it did in the cohftJisioh of the lips. While thej^recio^s head is Jjray*-^' 
ing above, tibc dearirtembers ShaH be kejk iA feitli Mow. Though 
poor souls^ through the enemy's power,' the corruf>tibns arid rebel-' 
lions of the fleshy may speak unadvisedly with their lips as t)avid 3id,** 
(Psahn C3tvi. 10, 11.) " I was greatly tfflicted, I said in my haste, 
all Mien are liars.'^ 'But in their right ihiiid they give all glory toi ' 
God) eohfeis Kis gbodnes's,' aind take shdlne m'th^mSelvtfs for stich' 
bft^ de^ra€6ns, and frctoi their dWn ei^erience give sweet advice*' 
to tbeii^brkliren. I had feinted' unless I had believed. Therefore 
do thou *<Wak on the Loi^I, be of good courage, and he shall'^ 

•tmigtheft thine heart ; wait F «afy on the Lord." ^ 

, , ... •/•.,. » . ..... J 

Qreat God^ (hy glories shall cmpl^f And w«U this glorious Lord d^so^iui .: 
rty Hofy fear, my humble joy ; ' To b^ my Father apd my friend ? 

My Hp« ill »ong» of honor Briftg •' -ThfeYi Ifct my longS with anjrels j#in. 
Tke tributt to.th? «tehial King. ^Heav'n is secure, for Christ is mine. 



$S§ DECEMBER tt ^. 

As netc-barn babes itsire the sincere mUcoftke mrd thai 
ye may grow thereby... A Pet. \u 2. 

^What IcMmdt cotnp^rhetid sbaH never be the object of mj 
ftdth,'* is the weak lftngui|;e of a proud sceptic. ^ Where I cttmo^ 
ooraprehfttd, I silently Mi«rc( what I cannot enprain, yet I faomiilt 
believe^ because di?ine tnitfas bcttr the impress, <* The Lofd hatii 
SfK^eo*" This is the luig^age of an humble, gracious health 
^Marrelkms are thy works, O Lord, in wisdom hast thou mad^ 
them all*** Grlorious isthf grace in Christ Jesus ; m lore hast thou 
feyealed it to the diildren of men* Here is the wisdom of saintsi 
So learn from the images of nature the mysteries of grace. Front 
the book of the former we are taught sweet and precious instructions 
in the latter* How kindly has the God of nature provided for tfa^ 
infant cry of the new^bom babe! It soon discovers its wants; and 
though as sensible of the ptovision it has brought^ and'its right Ufitb 
ft, it scarce breathes the air, but it hunts for the breast of its^arfent, 
and its tender* appetite is drawn oOt after the milk. No less'pleasecf 
Mid delighted b the affectionate mother to admioister to its iK^nts 
and relieve its sorrows, and nourish and strengthen her new-bom 
infant. Dwelleth such lote in parents to dieir offtpring? Infinitely 
greater is the love of God to his babes in Christ* Dwelleth such m 
disposition in the babe of nature after milk I So also is this exempli* 
fied in every child of grace in his love to and hunting- after the milk 
of God's woi^. Hath the God of nature made sueh suitable provi- 
sion for the children of this world? Glory to his grace, so hath he 
richly provided spiritual milk for the children of his kingdom* Desire 
it, saith he, and grow thereby; feed on it and be strengthened: but 
the Spirit of wisdom hath given us a caution to try the milk, to see 
that it be aincere milk; not any milk, but the pure and unmixed 
milk of God's word and truth; Jesus is the very essence and sub* 
stance of it. If the nourishing doctrines of God's everlasting love 
and election in Christ, pardon by his blood, clothing by his righteous* 
nessy and finst salvation of «dl his de&r people through him, are 
omitted by ministers, they administer skimmed mHk, which hasi^' 
lost its strengthening and nourishing qualities: hence, it will not 
edify and cause the soul to ^'grow strong in the grace whf«^ is in 
Christ Jesus." When from the word of God its rich qualities are 
extracted, carnal reason is set up, human pride is estatdished^ 
creature righteousness is exalted: hence, instead of ^^gnnHng up 
unto Christ in all things," professors grow into sel^omplacency and 
vain ccmfidences. O, love the revealed wcmd above all human teadH 
ing ; prize and attend upon the faithful ministers of Jesus, that thoo 
mayeat be ^^nouriahed up in the words of- foith and of good dec^i 
trinc«*%*«*I Tim*4.6* ... 



Wkp delivered t/Lsfrm» sa grea^ a deatiij and doth deHtier^ 
in whom toe trust, that he wHlyet deliver us....2Cor. i. 10. 

1 DiviNf Gonfidenoe it fbyaded' uf<m God's rer^aled truth ; it 
mips in itbe heart in pvc^i^B tp tibe ^coveiy 'wliich is made <if 
fteei^gcaGe promises to sianers in Christ Jcsusw Faith looks at no^ 
4:hii]^ in natiire^ nor in the <<i«atiife4 ,it s^ds not upon any huTiiali 
|iiol|«bility or nitional possibility; bixt^ as the queen of graces, hS^ 
loQ)a wholly to >the kixig of gkny, consults the irord of his truth, 
i^ies on bis prwa^aes ac^ oath, and trusts in the pKH^r of an omni- 
potent Lord* • Past ezpferiencc of former deliverances sweetly en^ 
4U)urage the soul to trust Qod for future* So the apostles reasoned 
^pon temporal delivecaoces fcom the persecutmg powers of ear^ 
#Dd hell, which, were engaged against tliem* All hope aikd helf) 
Ipom the right hagid snd left were cut ofiP. In themselves they had the 
iientence of. death* 'l^h^ were like malefactors in their own appre- 
hepsio^ doomed tooettain executimu But God had delivered them ih 
tii^e past! He did d^ver them at the present; hence, their trust 
ii^S excited for future deliverance* Just so they taught and |^lori^ 
inia salvatioQ equally as extensive, through ail the periods of tim^ 
past, •present, and to* come; which should certainly issue in ever- 
lasting glory* 

O believer, here ki a mode of reasoning for thy soul* Exercise 
Hiy £siith on ^ings pasty present, and to come* CaU to mind how 
Crodm time pasbd^vpved thy soul from thy great death in tres- 
^ parses and sins* In how many dangers has he kept thee? Frotn 
how many .snares has he ddtinrered'thee?* And art thou this preset^ 
hour a saved sitmer, livingby &ith ontheSonrof .God? O, see thy 
Lord's past mercies 1 O, consider thy Lord's present blessings'! 
tThmtoe honor him wslii the faith of thy heart, the trust of thy soul, 
that hcf will yet deliver thee from every enemy* Art thbu harassefi 
by temptations^ Remember, ^ ^ Lord ktioweth how and when to 
jdeliver out <^ them i"****2 Pet* ii* 9*^ Art thou groaning under a 
.body of sin and death? Crying out, O, wretched that I am? Con^ 
aider the everlasting love and almighity power of thy precious deli* 
¥ever; exult and triumph with, ^liiaiiks be to God who giveth the 
-victory through Jesus CiM'ist*" Thus daily study, O soul, to live in 
an habits view of thy God and Saviour; pray and wrestle for con- 
stant applications oi Jesus' grace, daily feelings of his love by the 
^rit; so shall every lust of thy nature be subdued, satan shall fly 
from the reststings of faith, victory shall be obtained over the world, 
hdiaess will be. del^htful to thy heart, and heaiven desirable and 
longed for by the soul. Ever remember ** it is God who worketli 
in us to vrWi and to do of his good pleasure, as the only enlivening 
confidence to encourage thee to woFk out thy salvation with fear and 
trembling*"****Phil* ii* 12, 13* 



^4l DSC&SffiER 5. « 

Sanctify thA^tkroUgh thy truth: thytoohl is thUk:..J^ 
. xvii. 17^ . 

With what confidence attif joy are irt assured of oii^ teticffll* 
catibn, b6th frotn the prayer of Jesus on earthy and his'inteltc^liiWi 
in glory ! Man cannot sanctify hrniseff, it is the work- of tht Loi^ 
the Spirk ; he effects it by his sovereign power ; earth and hell shall 
not prevent it. O special mercy! Not to be left to act with tfie 
generality of professors, who, like Pilate, demand * What ts truth t*' 
and then turn away from it as offensive, and hate and oppose * it* 
Yet, if there is but kept up a great cry and vehement, zeai for good 
"works and holmess, it is edough; no matter what principle's th^y 
spring from* Nay, under pretence for these, truth is trtfmplfed 

'under foot. But'not so Jesus prayed, fior taught ; lior are Ms triemr 
bers thus sanctified. Jesus is tsdcntially the ttuth. We afe^stntifi- 
fied to God no otlier way than in him, and by the feith bf hf&. 
•*We are chosen from the beginning thro ugh sanctification of' the 
Spirit, and beHef of the truth.** <^Ye shall know the truth,, Md 
the truth shall make you frte,".... John viil. S2....saith Jesus; free 
from the deceitful hopes and vftin confidences that art natural to ^ai* 
Souls sanctified thi'ough the truth, are no longer left todelny-^e 
foundation truths of God's word ; his sovereign, everlasting? d^ctihg 
love of siniiera in Christ "Jesus this essential truth, of theiip ifins 
being atoned by the precious blood, and their persons 'justafi*d*1>^ 
the perfect righteousness of Jesus Imputed to them ; the certtSrt 
perseverance and sure glorification • of every belieiing m«riil>Wp of 
Christ. Thus our judgments are sanctified in truth, in oppBiStltk>n 
to the false notions of s^lf-righteousness and sinless perfeotion* 
These proceed from self-ignorance, blindness to God*s law, ind 
leave its professors under a &tat error; nor are we left to dreams of 
universal redemption which detracts fKmi tii^ tfl^y of God by 
ascribing salvation to fhee-witt; nor to reject the soret^igti agencj^ 
of the holy Spirit, which reduces the gospel of grace to a covenant 
of works. Glory to our L6rd,"ttot only are we sanctified StS td a 
right judgment in all things, butour afifeadons are also sancttfied'to 
love the truth and cleave to it, seeing M our hopes center in itv tond 

* deriving all our comfbrts from it; and it is the delight aMd §oyiof 
our souls to live in conformity to the truth. Jesus hath 4Mir • beasts* 
Fellowship with him is our heaven upon earth. What is contrary 
to that is hateful to us. Sin is become the burden^ and hc^nasa 

' most pleasant to the sanctified soul. - To fancy thysdf parAMly 

' freed fk>m aH sin, is a mark, not of a soul saric^tid through the 
truth, but deceived by lieti : but dmly tofeel a holy striving agakMS^n, 
fervent desiri^s aft^i;, greats;* conformity to Jesus, and abiding in.the 
truth of his word» is a full. proof ^^of the saoctifigatioa of his.$pirk 
untoobedience»".«t.l Pet«i«2* . » . - i 



itljf the grme ofGodi J. ann what /«qt.».«}€|br* xv. 1(X . 

It would be one great means of preventing complatnts and 
^lurmunngSt if christians* beart^^ wer^ more in iped^i^ition upon what 
-vtheyonoe were) still are> and \ii:hattbey desenre. Such was the 
eondiictof the onceJesua-perseciitingf hut afterwards JesuS'^xalC- 
in|^ :Pau)* The same grace that reached his heart* has coQ.tinu^ 
to run through the many revjoWing periods down to this day* and 
effects ^the snme. blessed work on poor sinners now* Thou therefore, 
O disciple of Jesus, hast th^ same cause as Paul bad» daily to sing 
of ridiy free, sovereigii, . distinguishing grace; the eternal loYe, 
^free finrpr, and unmerited good-will of God. to thy soul in Christ 
Jeaus« . 

Grace shines with resplendent lustre^ in the person of Jesus* 

G^iaee qi>erfttes with sovereigni irresistible power, in the hearts of 

hisi H^Leinb^rs* !. Hence, it triumphs o^rer a)l the resisting powefS, 

^feh^llious motives, carnal workings, and perverse obstinacy of proud 

-nature* Publicans- and harlots are . often riused and beautified by 

- >grace, ;While self-righteous. Pharisees, are left buried in the ruins of 

ni^ure* HeU-4esewingsouli What hast thou to boast of ? Wherein 

oanstthou glory ?. Art thou converted to JesUs? Verily of this thou 

. 4iast greatest cause of glory and triumphs But ever know the cause* 

, ^udy daily to. give all the glory where it is only due, even to the 

^^vee- fnvor of thy God* Wilt thou ever open the mouth of thy 

. -obedience, thy fulfilling terms and conditions, by which thou hast 

obtaaned the prize.^ Ever know Jesus hath don^ all this* Hence 

•grnce freely flowed to thee* In the height of thy rebellion, in the 

^dapthof thy destruction, the voice of etemallove spoke to thy soul* 

r 'The power of almighty grace challenged thee,^s its blood-bought 

VpDI^ohese} seized thee as its law&l captive, and snatched thee as a 

n brand frem ^hefire.of desl;nict^Qn* 

^ O wondroost love ! Shouldnot amazement strike thy heart, and the 

'^ fire of k>ve and gratitude ever bum in thy soul ? What shall we say 

' lo these ^ings? Truly grace, that dwelt in the heart of God from 

eternity, has sovereignly reached thy heart in time*. Therefore art 

thou turned to Jesus by repentance; hast remission of sins through 

fakh lA his blood* This is given, by the exalted prince of grace 

.• "and peihce* te thine heart* Hast ^hou a love to holiness, and a 

' liAtred to sin ? This is'contfff^ to nature, and is given through the 

f. grace ef theSpirit* ^^By the'^graceof God I am what I am," isthe 

confession x»f saints in earth* By the grace of God I am where I am, 

is the trhimphsuit song of saints in heaven* For ^< where »n abounde^dt 

gmoe did much more abound*"*M*Rom* v* 20. 

\ *Tii not by works of righteousness, ^li from mere mercy of our God 
Which our oWn handi hare done % - That all our hopes begin t 
But we are saved by sov'reign grace, 'Tis by the water and the blood 
Abpuading thro' God's S<mu Our soals are wash'd from sia* 
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Master, toe hate tmkd all the nig/ity and have taken 90ir 
thing: nevertheless, at thy tvordlwill let dawn the net.... 
Luke V, 5. 

Whatkteh one engages iny success giTes pleasure^ but di s ap ^ 
pointineiH causes dejectioou The passing over of a black doufl ift 
often Mlow^d by the brighter shining of the sun. Naturalist* 
observe* it is always darkest just belbre the break of day. So hcfe 
these poor fishermen bad toiled through a tedious night of disapi-- 
po&ntment; not one fish came to net: yety at Christs word they kt 
down the net. Behold the event! The greatest success they evov 
snet with succeeded their fruitless toil: their nets were too weak t^ 
hold the miraculous draught of fishes they had taken. 0> how AdoiAr 
ble is Jesus' power tod godhead ! 

The occupation of a fisherman is not unlike that of the christia^lfr 
vocation. It is his employ to fish in the wide and deep, ocean vf 
God's eternal love and grace revealed in his word of truth. . Wh^ 
he taketh here he is to live upon day by day. It is sometimes hip 
lot to toil through a dark night of disappointment, and take nothing 
which may refresh his spirit and rejoice his soul* Hene *^ patience 
must have its perfect work." Not one, nor many nights had sucr 
cessy makes the fisherman quit his trade and forsake his callwg*. 
So the christian should consider he has need of patience,, that after 
he has done the will of God he might receive the fiil&lm^t of tlm ' 
promises. These are blessed encouragements for him ever to £s^ 
in the great and wide sea of God's covenant love a^^d faithfulness* 
In his word are blessings innumerable* £ver remember, ^'He Ihat 
belieyeth shall not make haste :" that is, be in a hurry and confasioiv 
as one in surprise and fear in time of trouble* Thou§^ Go^'A 
mercies are not styled swift, yet they are called ^^sure merci^^'iMt. 
Isa. Iv. 3* Where the grace of iaith is in the front, perseveiaiifir • 
shall be in the centre, and glory shall be in the reajr. The .soul 
thirsting after comfort, shall in God's time be refreshed with tbt - 
plentiful showers of heavenly consolation* Some souls have bee&#f» 
filled herewith, even like these disciples' nets that broke with the . 
great draught of fishes, that they have cried out, "Lord, stay 
thine hand; my brittle vessel csn hold no more." Li«e upon the 
>vord of God's truth, and thou shalt be sure to enjoy the comfi»rt» 
of God's ^thfulness* Whatever fails, his word is suk; hi8'|iffQ<» 
mises certain ; his covenant inunutable; his oath in^versible. Coi^ 
.solation, yea "strong consolation from. God, awaits every soul whs> 
4ias fled to Jesus for refuge, to lay hold on the hope set befiore 
him«"***«Heb*vi* 18. 

Our anchor^ cast within the vatl • We walk by faith and live by hope ;. 
Where Jesus ever reigiu* AsMu'd of eadUss gsiqs. M. 
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^[%oitgk he fall he shall not be uiterly cast down; for the 
Lord upholdeth him with his hand., ..Psalm ixxviL 24. 

The absolute declaratiohs and promises of scripture are ever to 
be considered as having relation to, and dependance upon the core-*' 
Hant of grace. H^nce, whatever is asserted concerning the salva^' 
^on of lost sinners, is an exhibition or display of the grace of the 
<5ovenant by Jesus Christ. When men see not the nature of the 
covenant, ordered in all things and sure, they make the promises of 
the gospel as it were a mere rope of sand. Not seeing salvation, 
^tablished upon the sure foundation of God's immutable love and 
ftiithfulnessj'.they make it depend on human wisdom, power, and 
goodness. Poor comfort for sensible souls. Though pride for a 
time may keep up the vain hopes of the self-righteous and self-delud- 
ed. ...How long? Till they are tried by fire. 

The just man's standing is of God's power. His falls are from his 
own frailty. That he is raised from his fails, is from the sovereign 
love and covenant faithfulness of his G()d. But, is not God able to 
keep us fi^om falling ? Doubtless his power is almighty. He can take 
aWay all sin and corruption out of us : and not suffer temptation from 
sataii, the world and the fiesh, ever to attack us. Yea, he can in- 
stantly change us into angelic purity. 'But this is not his will. The 
Lotd sees it most for his glory that we should be just what we are..... 
WHievehis truths....live upon his promises....rely on his power from 
dfcy to day, or it should be otherwise. All things are in being for the 
felect's S£ike. AH things "work together for their good,"....Rom. 
tifi* 39* Shtan may tempt souls as h^ did Christ, to cast themselves 
down to prove the power of God. Carnal hearts may say, "let us 
do evil, that good may come." Each shew what spirit they are of* 
Saints express the inward disposition of their souls by other Ian guagofl 
Qlttdous Woi^s proceed from gracious hearts which are influenced 
by divtiie truth and everlasting love. Saints' ^Is are suffered, to 
hQikible them for sin, wean them from their pride, self-righteous^ 
iMHis, and self-suf!iciendy ; to deaden them to the love of the world, 
and to endear Jesus more and more to them ; to teach them, the 
asiefiilness'of ordinance ; to exercise their graces ; to purge out their 
dross ; to enable them to succour others with the assurance of com* 
kftt and protection, which they themseltes have found from our 
Saviour. So he displays the wisdom, power and faithfulness of a 
covenant-God. Thus hemakes^souls meet for glory, and causes them 
to long snore for the heavenly inheritance. Saints may fall, and do 
faM into many things that hurt and bruise them. This is their 
shame; it causeth sorrow and grief; and excites watchfulness. 
But fall into hell they cannot, they shall not, because they are up*" 
held by the arm of omnipotencft ; and Jesus dedarfes, "I give unto 
them eternal ]ife«"«...John x. 2a« 
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ff lie be the kmg qf Israel^ let jkim^fum eonk dtw^^fpfmt^ 
'. cross^ andwe will beUcoe Hfif.,.Matt, xxvii. 43-^ -- . 

buR blMstfd Lord was* not oftly cmcified between two iMbVcsy 
but WM:al«o surrounded on the cross, m)d xnpcked and dei^^ bf 
tbc very worst sort qf thicTes> the chief priestSir scribes, 8aid,i|ldfin«. 
These professing ministers (^ Jehovah did tlteir utmost to ro^, tb^. 
prince of life and Lord of glory of that honor which is ever due i^ntp* . 
bisftit of being our Saviour ; andf like thieves and robbers^ tbej, 
would enter hi^ kingdomsome other way. Verily he is the king,oC . 
aU 1^8 spiritual Israel* Evuy subject of his lore will, bow toth^ 
sovereignly of his grace, kiss the scep^ of his love, glory .qply.iii . 
his <)espised cross, andxejoice that Jesus ruks in and reigni^ ^W^^ 
him* Most true^ this, way of.salvaticto is contrary^ toihe.wisdQpii ^- 
the flesh, the reasonings of corrupt nature,, and the pi;id€rof bqas^d:* 
F|iE£*wii,t« ' These, by how much the more th^y ar%,a49ist04.^'. 
human leanua^, are sp much the more atrengtheaed aud |g)rUSa4 . 
against' this self<4eiiying truth, sdvationby freergrfKuef thiwgMbt^ 
cross of a despised JesuSf ^ The^r wisdom and .their knimb^^vh«l4^ 
perverted them»" ssfs Isaiah, xlvii. 10, or they would not ^av^-^^^fti. 
** J^t him NOW come, and we will believe/' Poor proud creatMns^ J^: 
7a££-wiLL is ever the same* .Where it reigns it aXw;^ys «3(^Jjb% 
creature and opfxtsesthesovereignty of God. It presoiibes jnethoda:, 
of conviction* 1% refuses to submit to those of infinite wiidoiRKX 
Through a life of thirty. years, Jesus had affioeded them thf) fijUon^ 
cQUvictioii of their senses, and they believed not on him $ iiei^M 
wpuld their hearts have be^ persuaded though he had come^.doifi^ 
from the cross ; yea, though he actually did rise again frem Ihit de9i4r 
stilt th^ reftptedr the fuUest evidence; th«refiMre they semainM^ 
infai^usable* . .^ 

X>utward miracles and wonders may surpdve the-senaes, hut caii^^ 
ne^^work saving fiuth in theheart* Pride ever reigns ki.unregeii««. 
rate hearts, and nothing, but sovereign, grace^csn subdi^e it« i Eftwn^ iH 
hell thenotion of.free-wi|l prevails* ^^ Nay, but" said Dives, i^^iCdne 
went to them from the '{dead, they will rep«il«"«««»Lu)lexvi«^Ow. 
Humble souls are thi^kftl^ for the gift of precious £uth in a preckma.'. 
Christ* T hey know it ia not of themselves that they betieve. Thetek. 
fim they adore and love ^<the author and finisher of iadth^'^ aad^ 
own it is given of distinguishing love and sovereign grace* Tiuia all: . 
glorying in the flesh is cut oS* By frith we. glory in the truth (Aad 
jejmce in Jesus only% ^ It is not of him who wiUeth*' '««..Rom*jix I & 

Subdue the pride of my free v^ill. While others tempt, and ask a sigi^ 

By thy free grace, my Lord; In order to believe; ' 

Stfengthea my" faith* confirm my hope» May. I rejoice to know thy tiiuh, 
la thine ancfring word. Aad en thy trath to llve^ M« 
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Th'tken^' thai are sanetifhd by God the ^atkir, and pre^ 
serwd in Jesus Christy and caBed: mercy unto you, and 
,fcm€^ j(ndipveMfmUiipli€d...Jude, ver. 1,2. 

: X^ OvE frequim^ meets uriith ixxyr trembling souls, just enligKletM* * 
ctf b^ the Spiiit to see their misery, feel their wretchedness as sinners; 
9M who fke to Christ for hope; yet their poor hearts are greatly' 
dtetressed with fear, lest they should iK>t be sanctified, btit perish 
lii their sins, and so never obtain the end of their faith, the sahratiJM 
4D^ their souls. But that is impossible* They do not at present see 
the glorious order of the covenant; nor consider the certain security '■ 
of alt who are effectually called by the word atid Spirit to th^ kno#^ 
ledge of Christ. For ^is is a consequence of tiheir beinglsaiietiffedy 
separated or set apart by God the Father, as the objects of hU 
everlastings love. As Godlovefii them as his jewels, he is careful to 
preserve them. He> well knew suid cleariy feresaw the miserable' 
effects m would'bringbn them, therefore he chose them in' Christ 
Jesusi -He committed them imo his hi^nds. They are preserved 
salb and seeure; not from ftiHing into sin ; for they are ii^ themseheK ' 
junnertf; by nature ^^Hdren of wrath even as others.'* And to 
theli< after shame and sorrow, many of l^em run'dreadflil lengtha 
111 'sii^ befoi^ their conversion. Some Hke Sa'Ul, ate mad against 
fesus, the way of salvation by him, atkl holiness' by his Spirit* 
Bm tttlllv as ititk the people of old, God bears with theiv manners; 
The long««iiiretmg of t^ Lord ir their salvation. He is not wilting 
that any one of them should parish* All of them are eaUed to 
repetttanoe^' and to know the^preciottsness of Jesus, In whom ihtf 
arepscsetved. -• ' 

Bisdple of Jesus, caaskt thou not Iodic back oil thy pisst life, aftt 
see thy many, many narrow escapes from death? How many dttnK 
geta tekst thou been delivered from; yea, when only one hftir% 
breadth seemed between thee and eCemity I O, faadat'thou died in thy 
unregenerate state of m and unbelief, how couldst thou hsfve cscap<& 
ed-tiiedamiiatiKm of hell! But impossible this. Thou wast pre^ 
served in Christ Jesv», therefore every snare of death has be^i 
bsoken. Thou want immortal till ikm Spirit called thee. Thinli 
of tUs: and be humbled. Refleoton the lovie of thy God; rejoice^ 
aiid give him.i^ the glory. Thou hast not only been preserved 
febm death and hell, but art oa]kfd to life and salvation by Jesus^' 
iCs lifis IS thy righteousness, his blood is thy redemption, his inters' 
ceasioB thy sahatien^ And what awaits thee new? Mercy h0mf 
God the Father, peace in Christ J^sus, love from the blessed Spirit*. 
Sudi, such is the happy portion of all the called.. May this be 
nlultipUed more and more upon thee day by dayl Such b the 
doctrine, such the prayer of Jude, the servant of Jesusf under the 
inspiraticm ^ the H<^y l^irit of truth. ^ Ask, and ye shall teceive, 
that your joy may be full."....John xvi. 24. 
Vol. I. W w 
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Fearnot^ little flock; fur it is your Father^s goMfdedsufA .. 
to give you the kingdom... .Liike xn. i2. 

Week poor sinners are* converted to Jesus^ they become little 
in their own eyes, and they see but few con^aratiydy iHio follow 
the Lamb* Their former friends turn their enenues* Their formiev 
hopes are cut t)flr« They know their own strength to be perfect 
weakness; and they feel the burden of a body of sin and deaths 
Ifence their poor hearts are often exercised with anxious cares and 
distressing fears. Their Saviour knows this; therefeire he- speaks 
to them in love, forbids their fears, and administers the most revivit^ 
draught of consolation* 

Ye children^ consider your dignity as adopted sons of Qod* Call 
|o mind your honorable statC) heirs of a kingdom) heirs of God the 
King of kings, and joint*heirs with JeMis Christ your elder bf^thcn 
Though at present ye are in a state of exile* The worid kvows 
you not* Your kindred after the flesh despise you* Cavnal profes<» 
SOTS revile and persecute you* Satan is enraged to tempt and lurause 
you* Yea, and your worst foes are most nearly allied to you; the 
0<sh, with its corruptions and lusts, sin and unbelief Yet» saith 
the head, in glory, to his conflicting members cm earlhy ^^Fciarnot*" 
Why ? what consideration can dispel the anxious fears, and alleviate 
the distressing doubts of drooping disciples? Verily the goodr 
pleasure of their Father: the eternal purposes of his grate: :the 
immutable designs, of his love. A kingdom is prepared for ytou* 
Earth, with all its power: sin, with all its malignity » hell, with all 
lis rage smd malice, sh&H never deprive you of 3?our Father's pa«»t 
mony* O disciple! how does this heighten the mercy and secure, 
tihe inhervtance? It is a rarfiE gift, by Jesus Christ* Poohsoul^ 
tixm art fearing about .thy interest in and title, to the kingdom^ of 
glory* Verily, thou canst find nothing in thyself, to give thee a 
right thereto* But thy Saviour plainly assures thee, it is td^^^j: 
Father's good fdeasure*" What power can avert that J Hast thou ati 
heart to seek the kingdom? Dost thou believe in, and follow the 
Lamb? Dost thou see somewhat in Jesus, which, attracts thy afifec? a 

tions ? Is the desire of * thy soul after him, and to the remembrance 
of his name? Then hath the glory of the kingdom, by the-Spiritf 
shifted upon thine heart* No marvel sin is thy grief and.bnrdeiit 
while Jesus is the delight and hope of thy soul* May it suffice to 
quiet and still thy mind, that the Father's gift is siire* And sals 
tibe way also; it is by Jesus* And ^< through mxvch tribulation thou 
(and all the heirs) must enter into the kingdom* "•*•* Acts xiv* 2i2* || 

One of thy little flock, my Lord, Ah ! Saviour, speak away these feartp ^ 

rm call'd to follow thee : From my 'poor doubting breast : ^ 

But fean prevail and say that I, Assure mc, 'tis thy Father^ witt# 

Shall me*€r thy kingdom see. That I in thee am blest. . M. 
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Thy pcopte $haU he wiUing in the day of thy pauoeVy in the 
beauties qf holiness from the womb of the morning: thou 
.. hast the det^ of thy youth...pP$alin ex, 3. 

t Waty sovereign grace reacheth the heart, it casts out that 
SQil'of the bond-woman, natural free-wtlU This had long usurped 
the throne, and subjected the poor smner to nothing but pride and 
evil* YA all the while the sinner rainly boasted of hi» liberty ; 
though he was a servile slave tQ the worst of drudgery. . Free in- 
deed to do evil ; but to do good without power. Such is the natural 
will of every sinner, that it is as averse to turn to Jesus as the 
will of tlife devil is. But becaiise of the free-will offering of Jesus 
his members are made willing, by die Sjnrit, to come to hkn as 
their.only hope. To him; they bring free-will offerings, with holy 
worship* Thus lehovah the Father speaks to the Son- of his love, 
and gives a glonous display of the effects of everlasting election and 
oovenant love, under the energy of the divine l^irit. See, believer, 
behold and adore the equal love of the glorious trinity* Is thy 
w^LL towards Jesus? is the language of thy heart none but Jesus,^ 
all mother saviours I disdum? Verily, where this will is given by 
the Spirit in a day of power, the affections are attracted to Jesus in 
the ^beauties of holiness. Dost thou not choose the sceptre of his 
love to rule over thee as vrell as the atonement of his blood to oIh 
tain thy pardon? These are inseparable. Let no soul deceive him-^ 
self. Every believer is washed in the Mood of Jesus^ and made a 
p^est "unto God. As the high-priest lender the law ^^put on tho 
breast-filate of judgment ; the urim and thummim,^^ £xod. xxviii^ ZQp 
ao every anointed one is endued With ligkt and p£ftF£CTK>ir..«, 
The light of the knowledge of Jesus, and the perfection ei grace- 
whkk dwells in him, is communicated- to his members. Hence in 
the exercise of faith, their souls obey willingly, serve eheerfoUy , 
amd delight in Jesus continually. This is a soul-affecting c(»isidefa<^ 
tioB : all is of grace. Conceived in the womb of thp moming of eter* 
nity, and its rich profusion freely poured forth in. time, like tlie 
pearly dew upon the vegetable creation, produces its verduve, re- 
fireshment, and fruits. 

So, disciple, all thy mercies come from above. Freely, thou 
hast received an understanding to know, a will to chqoset and affiec* 
tions to cleave unto Jesus : ^Render therefore unto Caesar the things 
that are Cesar's." Do. thou take all the shame dE thf sinful, free- 
wilt and nature-state to thyself, and be humbled t ^But unto God 
the things that are God's." By his grace *^ I am what I am," should 
be thy daily confession ; and this the sweet exercise of thy grateful 
heart, to glory in the Lord alone^ and devote thyself to his service^ 
** Ye are not y&ur oiviii"f Mt I Cor* vit 1 9; 
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I'e are ml your (Hw, jr are boitgkt xaiAa pHct....yC»: 

Vi. 19,20. 

O, BOW dear is vrtrj belfetcr to God thtfuher, to iesns the 
Savicur, and to the f^iMt tka o otfcrteci EKkdhine peiMii'tl»n» 
propriet)' in them. Tbe Fathsr by dMCimt the San bf ndeniK 
tion: the Hoijr Spirit by iahaUtitian. Haw «ho«M tbti, O «(Mt, 
call forth love, excite gratitnde, idAbbm «ith ifiectlMi. And 4|tiiekra 
thee to glorify thy l4inl! Conuder daily, tkoa utoM tUbvown, 
butBTBttEonied csptire of JcMH. R«&ectatttfaepticai«RMp«<ler 
thyMdemptio^ Thou mit boiigbtwitk Uoodi withUoad-^riae; 
blood, ^t on tbe uoufMd trw* In 4il«fiil ftgony wtd «haM«fui 
de«tb, -wu tbs price of thy porehuc. So thy SeviDiir bMght 
Ibee, at the heads of juitke. He paid (he vtaioat tething o^tfay 
debt to lew. He Kdeeaed thee frtat the peirar :ef utmt and 
■Mtdied thee ua txandCRM&tbe jivi of death end b^. AbA 
cunt tbpu ever think thy radeeming Lord will itxn the pundnve 
ef UcUood tobethepreyef the derilt After be bdtb bought 4>ee 
at such an ineatimable price, iriR he tmK -clsim Ibee u hli owhj'mtA 
bringtfaee late to ghiry ? O, beware of itido^g unbc&cf ! U>ten 
i^>t to the suggeaticns <^ satan, ftor to the voiee of fUte teachert. 
Fly every thought which hnpcechei thy Lerd'a lote, wMomor 
power. CoaMdO', thou art thy Iiord'a freeauB. Aaa^aUe «ir|^ 
thm art etptnwed to Hmm ;■ in &ath haM pii^ited dty troth ; bast 
volontaii^ given thyitdf) hand and ihcart* to be thy LordV Wltat 
then » thydety i what infinite «hligatteM aitthouvadcr to-fonakc 
dl other hiven, and to oleaMe to thy Lordahaie, with fidt pHrpbce 
of heart! Dost thou believe thy vile body shailrahortlyfae nwn in 
the iiteM grare ? aadt^atitshaU ccrtiiDiy beratacda gioriDuabiidy 
like unto:tfay Sonour's I How aaudi doth iteoDoem tbec to dnotc 
that body to h*a aervioc and giory eUeaH&f vln^ ahall'ieign with 
Jeens in heaven ! !■ thy body the tomple of the HotyObeatJ Canat 
tfKHi reflect on itt dignity, and debate and pollute it irithfilAy hisu I 
G«d fbibid 1 Doth thy iptrit enjoy aweet Mlowriitp frith the Fatiier 
' Htdhia Sen Jews? DMhtheSfMtiteclftiewwknen wtthtfayifdrit, 
that tbou art a child of God ? Where is thy love to the truth as it is 
in JetUB? Where k' thy Mtl (or hir canse and interaat? Seniembcr 
wlKwe theu ait. Be concerned to livte np to tfty fHiviiege and dignity. 
Be eamett hi prayer fer powtr to <X>^ The ttWIgatiwis wlucb 
infiidte tiid eternal love hktb l^d thc« UfMer. •'OlMifythrLMdin 
thy body and in thy i^flit *hich fcrc hi*." ' " 

What »hiU we pa; tb' eternal Son, Onr evcriaitin|r love it due . ^ 

That left the heav'n of hii abode. To hira that ransam'd sinnen tott. 

And tathitwtetchcd earth eamtf Aura And'pityM rebeh -wben lie knew '' 
TobriagiuwaDd'renbackKiGodI Th» WW eyfawM hit !<*■■ weaMkeat. 
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Akd that^" knowu^ ike limey thai turn ity high time fo 
awake out of sleep: for nozo is our salpatian nearer 
, .. thflu lichen vtijs b€lieved...,Rom. xiji, 11. 

); :>.. It it «i ftfiecting^ casei isiiit a rori truth) Ihftt wlif.vij^^i9e 
*0p^ to shunber aad sleep at if ell as 4ie foolish* Tbraugh Ibe p«et* 
aaraao^ a bodj <^^in and (toathi andikeopiaiea of ^of^c^ ease a»4 
ttltfiiAdttlgeiiccy Miey aomeiiMeS fall ifito a itownj state> dH ^ akepy 
finnne of souft* Hmiee) thie^ lose.tlieir foraaer ^tlif^ ia reltgi^iia 
dii^et and ^piikiial exerciatn* Their loTC to Goi and their brethrt^n 

' in Chrhrl ^rofm cold; theirnei^for (he4g;lory: of Jaaits and hispre^ 
eiMs .trtiths decltiie^ The enetxif tidiat gfcat advantiices Hf^st 
theniy and vt)uld triumph in tibmr entire deetnietioo* fiut thfil^an 
neverbef <fQt the Lord pre^rentt it. <^iie that kecpetiii I&rad netlbet 

: alumbeKt nor akc^" WiU the-kiving fiuthw auifer his dear eluhlrea 
tai sleep in their beds till deroiired b)r raging flames? If we t>Mng 
etil^ have such love for oar children) how infinitely greater is the 

. tanre of oUr heavet)if Father? Therefore he. alarms souls and awa- 

, kensthemio d^ and wirtehfiilness. . 
' Thm jPanii his'fiealh&liwal«hinsii> lifts np bis voice of wamingt 
esies the honri and reproves disdples as n^ng unbecoming*- It 
bemg beth unreasonsbk and unseasonable for them^ whot know the 
time of day to indulge sloth and heaviness* It is high time to awake 
out Jbi aleefik Came^ dnistiaiii look aroond^ th««,' look up*. 'She 
Saviour reigns* Itkhnndday. .See the sun sfaitung. Nay. it is 
in-its meriiHsife And UioMiart fttsl gotto thy jouiney^s end* Jest 
innght-^f thy JPsdier'a house* Thy Lord is oomtng to meet thee* 
What! wilt thou sleep on and take thy rest? The Spirit speaks to 
theein 'this word* ^' Now is thy salvation nearer thsa when thou first 
bdfeyed^'* The Lord is at hend* ^ Let thy> moderation, in cure 
after the tUags of this ^orld^ be knami unto ail^oaen*" What art 
thou gcasf^ng so much cf penMiing things foe? TJiou feanflt not 
hold them long*- Off hands, before death, makes thee quit thy hold* 

-> Thtnfe what thou art. ^^ifituaUy bom fory called tos and art, just^go- 

. Ing-to take^ possession *of# Vmiy^ if thy s^el is broad awitey thou 
seest. .things as they really ^.sns«r Tii»&> with all its toys an4 plea- 
sures, how short! £T£a]f iTY, with alljts i^ch glofit^ andJin^ti|n»- 
ble bteasmgs, . how long I Jeaus, with all his ei9de«#*ii^.a4aisMeness9 
in his adpmhle person, .precious oS^^s, blessed prcmiiscs, and gloria 
ous wnrk and finished salyatioov for thnet. as thi^ best obfect of all thy 
hope, love, peace, and joy* JPor shgme, slf^p not vrbpn the delight- 
fill, presence and heavenly fellowship of such a friend may be 
enjoyed* If thoi hast lost ttie setise of this by sleep, O re^lye 
^th the church, <<I will give no sleep to mine ^yea, until I find the 
Lord«'V*««Ps^dm on3ui« 4^ 5« 
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Watch yey slanJ^fasl in the faith y quit you like fneH\ he. 
strong.,..! Cor. xvj. 13. 

BcLiETEmt IB the Lord Jesus now partake of an ererlasting" 
salratkm* No enemy can deprive them of the fiill enjo^rment of it 
in gloiy; because **they are kept by the mighty power of God/' 
But we are daily to coosidefy it is ^through faith,"....! Pet.i.Jv 
Do we believe in the atonement of Jesus* bkxxi; do we rdy on the 
perfection of his righteousness? Why so ? Because the word of die 
Lord is the warrant for our faith. Hence, O soul, the exhortationt 
fipora the same word to duty are equally binding on thy belief and 
practice. The same Lord who has saved us from our enemies, caiki 
ns to watch against them* Jesas> who is gone to prepare a place iat- 
US in glory, directs us how to demean ourselves in the way to ifci; 
Shall the christ^uv soldier neglect the command of the captam of hit 
salvation, when the glory of God and the peace and comfoot^ hia* 
own soul are equally concerned ? Surely not. 

Through watchfulness many evils are prevented, many biessings*^ 
enjoyed. Whan a christian is off his guard, or asleep when- he 
shottld watcht how is he exposed to the attacks and temptations of 
the enemy ! It is for. our good that the Lord commands it as our 
duty* It is ti»ioiigh his power that hereby the good soldier of Jesus. 
Christ is enabled to stand &8t in the profession, power and comfort 
of &itb. It was Paul's joy in the vi^ws of death, that he had ^^kept' 
the faith,*'....^ Tim.< iv. 7. Would we enjoy the same comfort } Strive 
jfk the strength of the Lord to follow his example* Check the risings' 
of unbelief 0|^se the woikihgs of carnal reason. Resist sted-- 
&stiy in the faith the subtle devices of satan. This is your duty and 
wisdom. So shall we quit ourselves like men of valour and courage :* 
Vke victorious saints of old, ^ who overcame every enemy through- 
the blood of the Lamb.-' Droop not, O believer, thy strength is the- 
Lofd's onmipotence* Lift up thy head with boldness, thine enemiem 
are vMiquished by thy conquering Jesus. Be strong. Look off thy- 
self. lAxk to^the strong for strength. Lpok unto Jesus contimi- 
ally* Rely only on the power of his miight hourly. His-arm in not 
shortened* The reliance of faith engages his power* The cry of; 
faith obtains victory. There is an open and effectual door by which 
thou shah eater mto glory ; but thou must fight thy way through* 
Consider daily this is our motto, ^< More than conquerors through: 
Jxsus who hath lovtd us."...*Rom. viii. 37. 

Dear Lord, my thankful heart receive? X am my lovers, and he is mine> [joia ;. . 
The hope thine invitation gives : Our hearts, our hopes, our passions 

To thee my joyful lips shall raise Nor let a motion, or a word, 

The voice of prayer^ the voice of praise. Kor thought arise to grieve my Lord«, 
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'^ssed. tire the pure in hearty for they shall see God..,. 
Matt. V, 8. 

Etkrt inttitatkm of purification under the law referred to 
J^esnff, the purifier of his people. Old-Testament saintv received 
inward purity of heart from the same fountain, Jesus; and through 
the same meansy feith in him. Without this inward purity of 
hearty ^^ without holiness, no man ever did. or ever shall see the 
Lord." When Jesus comes to his templet ^ven the hearts of his 
people, he *' sits as a refiner and purifier." Sinners are the objects 
l>f his love. Sin is the accursed thing his soul hates. From this he 
pMiT^s them. In purity and holiness his soul ddi^ts: with this 
he blesses his disciples. He then pronounces them blessed. He 
leits them wherein their hapfmiess consists : blessed are you, whose 
hearts are pure: blessed are your eyes, for they shall see God» 
. ** Who can bring a clean thing out of tin unclean? Not oneV of 
fallen Adam's race....Job« xiv. 4. Such power belongs to God oaiyw 
Man contributes nothing hereto. But man, every believing^ rege. 
nerateman,. is the blessed subject of purity and. holiness dF hearts 
He has no hand in purifying hit» heart. No glory is due to him^ 
Bitt holy, biesB^d effects flow from it, to God his Saviour's glory, to 
his present felicity, and to his eternal comfort and joy. To thy 
shame disciple, thou knowest, being a child of an* apostate, sinful 
parent, ^ naturally only sin was the ddight of thine heart. It is thy 
fa'esent blessedness to be a child of the holy God, a member of the 
ho^y Jesus, a subject of the holy Spirit's new. creating iafluencet 
»id a partaker of holy faith. ' 

. Hence it is natural to thy holyt jiew-born heart, to love holinessii 
asagreeable to the perfections of thy God and SftWour, and as it^is 
suitably to thy present state of blessedness^ in Christ Jesus. Whence 
those sighs and aoriows at fmding the Canaanites still in the: land ^ 
Whence those groans and prayers because sin dweUeth in the fieah ^ 
Whence those importunate cries and loi^ng requests to Jeaus ior^ 
total victory and perfect freedom from this troublesome inmate? 
Whence that holy joy and sweet complacency in bringing forth ^* the 
fruits of holiness?" These are indubitable evidences that thou ait 
united to a hoiy Jesus, that thy heart is purified by faith, that thour 
hast a heart deansed from all sin by Christ's blood. A new heart ^ 
and right Spirit are put within thee. Thout dost see God in Christ 
NOW as thy covenant-God. Thou haat received covenant blessinga 
from him. Rejoice in him. Shortly, thoii shalt see him and enjoy 
him to all eternity in his kingdom and glory. 

Bless'd are the men of broken heart, Bless*d are the pure, whose hearts are 
"Who mourn for sin ^tth inward smart : From the defiling pow'rs of sin ; [clean^ 
The Uood of Christ divinel/ flows, With endless pleasure they shall see, 
A hsaiin^ balm for all their woes. A God of spotless purity. 
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Righteouiness dtlioereth from deaib....Prad^ xi. 4. 

Wbev a poor sinner is brought to judge of himself according Co 
the word of truth, then it he truly iriae* 'When he sees die exceed- 
bgtiiiMiiessof thi, he it humbled before the Lord* When hecen^ 
tidert ^ the waget of tin it death," he feart and trembles* But 
when he it enabled to betieve he it righteoiit in the sight of t>odv 
then he it truly happy. Hit tout rejoiceth, because his eyes have 
teen the salvation of God; and he hath found a righteousness that 
detiv^rs from death* It is never weii with the soul^ but when in 
ihnplicity and godly sincerity, it feites its judgment of sin and righ<- 
teoutnett from die word of the Lord* For carnal reaton and fleshly 
wisdom pervert and draw it aside from the truth as it is in Jesus* 
Sin it a trantgrettion of the law, which is ,holy, just, and good* 
*^ Death hat passed* upon all men*" Verily then I am. a cursed sin* 
ner, and have need to cry daily, ^ God be merciful to mei" Lord, 
deliver my soul from death! What. is righteousnett, but a perfect 
obedience to the law of God? I have no rif^teoutneas in mysd^ 
I h»re sinned* A nnner righteous in himself is a contradiction 
m terms* 

But here it our mercy ; as by roan sin entered into die worid, uid 
death as die curse of tin : to by man came righteoutness; and as a 
Messing of it, deliverance from death. Where <San we turn our eyes ? 
to whom can we look for this righteousness, this blessing, this de«> 
Rverance ? To the man, Mediator, surety, and representative of his 
people, Jesvs, only. He is emphatically styled ^ the righteous,"**** 
1 Johnii. 1* This is the comfoitable testimony the Spirit 6f truth bears 
of Jesus, ^ He was made to be sin for us who knew no tin, that we 
(who have no righteousness in ourselves) might be made the Hghte-» 
ousness of God in him»"**..9 Cor* v. 9 L So the righteous Jehovah, 
wholovedi righteousness, and whose countenance beholdt the things 
^that is just, is well pleased with th^ members of Jesus: for they 
We clothed with his righteousness* The Lord laid their skis upon 
Jesus* The Lord imputes the righteousness of Jesus to them 
without any works of theirs* So he delivers them from deserved 
death; so he justifies them in righf^oasnets unto eternal lifes everjr 
believer is as perfecdy righteous ijr Christ as if he had never* 
i^nned* Here is thy happiness, O believer! it is thy joyM privt* 
lege thus to judge of thyself. To live in this view of thyself ie 
agreeable to the truth of God's word: It is witnessed to thy soul 
by the comforter, through foith* This makes the soul joyfol m 
truth. This animates to all holy obediance in love* This g^ve» 
confidence in prayer, comfort in life, deliverance from death, and 
boldness at the awful bar of judgment* Thus ^^ grace reigna 
through righteotttnett unto eternal life, by Jetus Christ ouf Lord*' '•••• 
Rom V* 21. . • 



L^t the pfuff t^ Gvd rule. in your hmrts^ tojuihichye ar^ 
called in one body; and be ye thanf(fuL...CoL iii. 15. 

, : ■^'SJf^M.r exhort^tijUi^iii the>WQrdaf gt^e im^es a ocmtrary di?* 
pcMlUoH in, the fallea pature of s^^int^* . Because thou ha>t turbidencjr 
iMi4>di90i3de]::ia tkyjeslh^th^efore artthott) believer, c«n^ upon 
by .thet wordy to oppose it in. the giyice of the Spirit. Here: is th|^ 
djuly exercise* We 9faall 8ui?ely. meet with many things from within 
and\withQUt9 which are^^c^trary to the.pe^e of our niinds» aihd th^e 
comfort of our hearts* Thou^ O man of God) art to fiee these 
things: watch againat thejn; pray for victory over them*' Thoa 
hastt^the mostpowerfulex^tementsjiieretOp ' J^sus hath made penc^ 
by, the blopd qi his,enQ8s« . E^eyy discipk is .called to the knowledg<» 
and enjoyment; • of it il^iaough faith* . Callfod to be. of that .one body 
wJi^r^of J^us.i^ the-.b^M*' Henc^ the hand-rwriting of the law of 
accHsation-iscs^^dle^in th^ nund; sinJs dethrone^d in the heart} 
the^ickmoursof coi^ianc^ sil^ced; .and sweet peace.with God VM 
wa^dly k\U I^st. thpu^ squI) po^sees^ ihi$ happy ..state ? .What );hen 
«h41 bQ tb^ un^PU^i Wh^ l^ie: i(il^]rani^ing nde • of thy j^Qit^mii I 
Live by the word of truth on the prince of peaces so shall thy outr- 
ward actaws l^.g^vem^d right* ^ / , . i 

. P^ACEjivith jGod; is th^, fruU.of evprlasftinglove*. liS' nx)t'Waa 
planted in the eternal, cpnn^^l ; it blpssoma ai^d bears firuit • in -the; 
life.and death, of Jesua; and poor sinnera res^ the sweety heartfelt 
•sense.of .it.byiaitb« . Nothiiig jpandestroy^ this. heavenly plant; but{ 
xnany thinga may> cai|se.H toid^Qop and wither in sense and experi^*. 
cnce« l^T the peacefOf; pod ride* ', Hence it is plain tho^i art -■ ex- 
posen^.to .^opiany things which may. prevent its ruling » those are to 
bftigi^rd^ afiii^^stf While th&p^ape of Qodrisacaita h^ad^ ^ 
ruleA :inithe.hic^ig its natural influ^^ce is to foUow peace with aU 
men^ Yeat^the pea<g9&ftl t^eo^^rajce^ every xmvob^v of the pjrinoe 
of peace in tJbie> ppea arms o(. &iih and. lov^» And canst thou bai>ter 
th«^.^joyiu^; of thia rioh gein of .t)^.Redeemar% ci!0W% for the 
graligcs^ons. of unbridled.. pasaiani^nnohiiaitan vesetitment, undue 
qevengeiagainst.tliy. brother J Hath thy. Lord deitt so with thee 2 
Has this been the rule, of the meek Lamjb'a conduct ^ Thou knowest 
Q^ieirwiiMBr " Pc^dy beloved, avenge^Mt yourselvQa." Yes : avenge 
thysQif <pnlhe^ enemy qf Xibype^cef >;iO disciple, thy prtde is the 
eauftei Miuiger and passiot' Hera fix all thy indigfiation«c Against 
Ifiia be fired nifth e-.hely tcaientmaitr :• A^^nse of ai^;er will hinder 
tby prayerik ?^ Resenlnteal witf .shul^vp thy ^itit against gratitude 
and thantofiilnesft to thy God* O, ofier up this sweet sacrifice conti* 
nuaUy feoiti thy heart* Beware lest the amoke of pride and corf^p* 
tiona cloud Htymindf and durken thy soul* Be humble. Humility 
is thegeouod o£ graititude* .^^ Sememter tbfr GaUpngi and . studf^ to 
walk worthy of it«".»**£phes« iv* U 
Vol. L X» 
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Jlikl Mary kM ch&9en that gdod pari, xokkh lAdi nai fir 
iabtn away from hcr....Lulx x. 42. 

WVAY tbe Lord said «f Aarah%Md,ffttnie<ir the htatsof att 
MUdectx «<ThelDnD'^fod,wlioinlBlMllclioMe, sImJI bloisoiM.''.^ 
NumlwxTik 5. ToMeadead intiiered ttkk, cttoff fiomthemoi^ 
MngfiMthUoMoon, kanttinde innatfire* Sowiiea the soul «C 
ft onoe dcftd alftiN* shoeu forth the Mommas of affbctHii to, and 
thooacjk Jteuaaaics pottkio Mai happkicMj aad bimga foith finiita of 
lirffaieM; this it a mifade of grace* 

Theloveof Jmusio his people wmaoC only conceived in hislioait 
ftom ctcfftnty, hot anas flDanifested in his life and deatfi in tiaae* 
So a4icb cor hoaits are made acqoainted with the lore of iesiis, it 
temot be hid* When Jeana is chosen » our troasovDy dur affec*- 
lioos cleave to hiM» we follow him; our*deli|^fat b to hear his voice, 
to sit at his foet, aad attend upon the gncioos wocds which drop 
fiwns hb Ups* Blessed be hb nanoy he indalges hb people now 
with apifitnal) leal eoasinanioii with hias; thoogh we ei^^ not ljaB> 
bodily iivesence* This b oar hoaven upon earth* Sot it differs frooa 
the heaircb'of glory in thist because here are many things that in* 
temipt our constant enjo]rment of JeStts.***aatan enviM it— .the flesh 
knteth agabist iu***the world* with its ptipfits and pleasures, tends to 
aHare us fioiasU And imfoed the poor heart b oit times ready to 
fnr it shall lose Jesas' grace and salvation* Though, like Mary, 
the soul hath chosen the goodpaitin timey yet it sometimes doalits 
of the ti q o y M BP t of iu portion hi a bibsfol eternity* But thst b im- 
posMbiei beo aw s e lesus b God, and it is impossible for God to lie* 
Bnt had not Martha also apart in thb one thing needful^ Doubtless* 
But stiH she was ever eavefiri, and too mach cumbered about other 
things* Thb cmt Lord repm^eSi Tht same grace which was 
aSectaal in Mary's heart, influencMthe heart of cve^y disciple to the 
iame choice; thenrfare what Jesus said to her in the days of the 
flash, b WTOts by hb Spirit for our oonsolatioa and establishment in 
fidthand love* Mary displafedtiR greatness <^.her soul in being 
satisfied with no objedt short of Icmis, and theiiamility of her heart 
In sitting at hb feet* Pom doublMigt fearing believer, thy choice 
«f Josusbthe eArctof God's ohoMiag thee m Jeras; tbereforethy 
good part, thy hxppf choide, alnAl never ibe taken fipom thee; but 
thou i^hall soon- hear the voioe <if thy bahivedi aaying, ^^Cooac up 
liither*" '^^ Where l^am tbare 4ihall any aervants be* 3f any aum 
aerV€ me, him win my Faditfr honor*^**4*Mm Kii* S6* 

Thus saith the wisdom of the Lord, The soul that seeks me shall obtain 
Bless'd is the man that hears my word; Immortal wealth andlieav'nly gaun | 
Keeps daily watch before tny pites, IHimoMd lift it hh rewaid, 
^^ataiy^esttesMpywaiou w ialovsaiul^hiWofhbJMStd* 
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tnibf ^9ttfHkilMhipi Uwtik the Father^ and mlh his Sm 
Jesus Christ. . . . l JcJkn u S. 

Tk£ prophet «tk»9 ^^ cannot two "walk togetbciv OKc«pt they be 
•greed }'^*.« Amos iii* 3« No* Theve can be no sweet oommunioa, 
ao comfortable feUowsMp between God and'man> except they be 
«greed» See then, O saaU thia fellowship is enjoyed by &ith : for by 
ftitii we ave brought into agfeement with God« Consider, how the 
glorious THRU concur to make our souto thus happy» It pleased 
God the Father, that all fulness should dwdl in his Son* He deter^ 
mined to display lAl his grace and glory in the maw Jesus^ for the 
-sismer's sidvatknu— Hence hesaithto us, ^This is my beloved Sen, 
in whom lam well pleased, hear wbim«" But wearesTersetoagree 
with God and to hear Jesus* We had rsither have fellowship with the 
nnfruitfol works of darkness, and that llie devil should rule over us ; 
than that Jesus should have the whole glory of s«nng us by his gracei 
But the dear Spirit loves us with equaliy the same love as the Father 
and tJie Son doth^ He takes the scales of ignorance from our eyesi 
and the veil of nnbelief ffcm our hearts; then we fall in love witk 
Jesus' precious perscm. He convinces us of our sm and mssapy* O^ 
then we gladly heap a»d joyfoUy recme Jesus to l>e our Savtemc 
Then we come to the extu:t point where the Father meet* us mmi 
embraces us, even m his Son Jesus* He suth to us, Omy blessed 
sons! All I have' is yours* We si^ to him, O tiur loving Fathest 
All we are is thme* And just as cWdren of one fomily Jntve sweet 
communion, loving interoourse, and agreeable fellowship with tack 
other, and with their common pM«ots; so have we wkh our kea^ 
YtxAf Father, and our dear bfother, Jxsvs, in our spirits* Ho 
speaks to us; we hear and obey* We pray to him ; be hears and 
answers* We have fi^lowship kv the FatJ»r's everlasting love; in 
the Son's everlasting righteouaness, atonement, salvation, and kk^ 
tercession, through the Spirit's everlasting coDSolation* O, what 
astcmishing graee ! O, what wonder of love is this! Sinners of a moi^* 
tal race enjoy dose fellowship and intimate communion with the 
high and lofity one who inhabits eternity* This is our highest feli- 
city below* Here we admire, adore, and love* Angels behold with 
wonder and joy our conversion to it* But this fills with envy and 
fores with rage, the infernal spirits* They hate thk truth, and 
oppose our knowledge and enjoyment of it* Though satan is not 
acquainted with our sweet feDowship* y^ he sees we are not delight* 
ed to have fellowship with him in unfruitfol works of darkness* 
Hence he is our adversary* And all the world, who are under his 
influence, he sUrs up with implacable enmity against us* But what 
of all this ! Faith is onr victory* And as this fellowship is begun 
in fiuth ; so tibe holy Spiiit will maintain it in ^ soiul by feith be* 
low, till we come to the foilest enjoyment of God and the Lamb 
above* 
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ITiat toe might have strong consolation^ zvho have^Jkd for, 
refuge f to lay hold on the hope set before us. . . Meb. vi . 1 8 . 

Man is eqi|«lly fallen from God with the deviK There is onlf ' 

this difference between them ; sovereign grace prorides hope for tatu^ 
and not for devils. Jesus is the only hope for lost sinners. ' T« 
him the heirs of promise flee* In him they find a refoge from every 
danger* Like the man-slayer under the law, who was in danger of 
death on 9^try side^ and no way of safety bii^ in the city of reibge^ 
which God appointed for him* Here his life was safe* The law of 
.God was his protection. No one durst take vengeance on him* 
Such was God's provision for him. Infinitely superior are the set- 
tlements of grace. The salvation of the souW with eternal life and . 
glory are for ever secured to ua .by God's immutable counsel^ bia I 
inviolable promises.... Yea more» God haa pledged himself; he hath J 
confirmed all by his oath. O9 theeuraed nature of unbelief! It i 
makes the God oi tnith a liar: it wouM prove the God of feitfafol- 
nesa perjured. Oi the devilish nalufe of pride! Itwoiridshareinthe 
glory <tf salvation; it4fi80wns our damned state; and therefore denies 
the sovereignty of grace. Pride rises mto wrath at distinguishing 
grace» that God ahould bestow his fevor upon whom he pleaseth, 
which he owes to no one. For who hath deserved his grace ? Gloiy 
to jthe rich grace of our Godt & present refoge, a present hope are 
freely set before us ; and strong oitoiaolation enjoyed by us now. 

Are the eyes of our understanding enlightened to see Jesus, the 
h<^ of our calling? the insufficiency of every other hope? Have 
we fled from every refuge of lies to Jesus, and laid hold on him by 
faith as our only hope ? This is by the grace of the holy Spirit* 
He is our comforter. He administers strong consolation to our souls 
from Jesus. The " immutalulity of God's counsel; and the confiir* 
miction of his oath" center in Jksus. See thy^iistinguishing grace, 
O believer, and rejoice. Not only safe, but happy; not only secure, 
but joyfoL This.is grace upon grace* Not only glory in reversion, 
but grace in possession. You see your calling, brethren; and the 
riches of your inheritance with all saints* These are your strong 
holds, ye prisoners of hope. Though imprisoned in a body of dun 
and death; exposed to unbelieving doubts and fears; liable to sore 
trials and conflicts with your adversary, satan ; yet ever consider this ; 
nothing but consolation, strong consolation awaits you in Christ 
Jesus. He is your, constant refuge, your only hoipti ^^ Abide kk 
me," saith the Lamb. He would have us be simple of heart; so 
shall we be joyful in S]^rit. For verily, if we look to any other ' 
object but Jesus, we shall smart for it. We can draw comfort from 
no other. In Jesus we can triumph with joy; and chalk»ge witht 
confidence << whq shall lay any thing to the charge of God'a elect*". 
Rom. viii. 33. . 
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Then aU^the disciples forsook him and fled.... Matt. xxvi. 56. 

4 

On reading; this, who can refrsdir from crying out, " I^ord, what 
it man 1" What danger am I i«il Lord, keep me I What awful 
effects have a fit of fear and a frame of unbelief produced? Here 
wKs the bdoved disciple John, who lay in the bosonfi of Jesus ; the 
courageous Peter, who. was to die with him; tHe ambitious James, 
who requested to sit at His right hand in his kingdotn ; with every 
one bf the other discif^es, forsaking and flying from initbccfnce in 
Stress. The shepherd was seized, and the affrighted sheep were 
instantly scattered* Provoking ingratitude \ Dost thou think, Omif 
soul, thou wouldst 'have acted one whit better? Verily, if so thou art 
vain; Now if Jesus had chosen them, and continued to love them, 
on condition of their faithful conduct towards him, this single 
instance was- sufficient to turn his love to hatred, his election of them 
into reprobation, and casting them off for ever. 
• What then becomes of terms and conditions of salvation ? The » 
'notion edipses Ood's glory; feeds prides shackles the faith of sin^ 
ners* If .our dear Saviour was to judge of and determine the stiate 
of his dtsci^es from their oditward conduct as we too, tioo oft do by 
ourselves^ might he not reason thus concerning them? "What 
treachery and deceit have I met with from these wretches! While 
in my greatest agonies, they were destitute of the least sympathizing 
spirit : they indulged sleep, instead of granting one friendly request, 
to watch with me one hour: though thrice awnked by me, yet they 
shewed no i^ard for mc« At supper they all promised to go to 
prison and death with the* Here is one rash fellow hath cut 
off an ear; and now, upon the very first sight of danger, as though 
they had all combined together, they are all fled from me; and 
soon, the most daring of them all will with horrid oaths and curses 
deny that he knows me." Might We not expect to hear otir Lord's 
sentence, '^Cut them asunder, ikUd divide theiti their portion wh^ 
hypocrites?'' It must be so, if salvatioti rested upoa terms and con* 
ditions. But no; grace reigns; not for days- and years, but to 
eternal life. Astonishing as their ingratitude, highly provoking as 
their conduct was to Jesus, yet more astonishing his love, and higher 
his mercy surmounts than all their offences. Hence, amazing to 
read, the very first message Christ sends is full of love and 
frai^ghtwith affection* "Love covers a multitude of sins." Not one 
word of upbraiding ; but, ♦* Go and tell my brethren," &c. Surely, ' 
O Jesu, never was love like thii^e! What! brethren still ^ Yesr the 
bond of union, the dear relation ever subsisls ; not sin, nor death, 
nor hell, shall ever destroy it. But, O christian, under a sense of 
base ingratitude to, and forsaking of Jesus, wiiat wounds so deep 
aslovei What humiliation, what repentings does love kindle in the 
heart? "Godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation*'*...*? Cor; 
vii* 10* 
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Charity shall cover t/it trndtUui^ ^ sini....\Pet\ it. 8* 

Many sinners htre and do awfiilljr decetre their poor souls by 
a tad perrersion of these wordk For they suppose that being chari<« 
table to the poor will corer the maMtode of thcif sins from the sight 
of a holy, sin-avenging God« O fatal nustake! Hence they a]» 
encouraged in their sinful practices, firom such a vaint unscriplwral 
notion. It is thy mercy, belieTe^ to be delirered fiwm such dein^ 
won, by the truth as it is in Jesus* For to atone for sin was his 
blessed work. He hath done it effectually by shedding ya pvecious 
blood. Atid tntry believer in Jesus is the only blessed man, whoa<i 
tins are covered by his all-perfect righteousness. Here is the trae 
source and spring of chanty, or rather lovx, love to God and mantf 
^We love God, because he first loved us.'%...l Johniv. \^. And 
through the fiuth of this we obey his commaiidnient, ^^Love one 
another." 

Of this charity, or love, the most excellent things are spoken..** 
1 Cor. xiii. It is in the heart of every belieVer. Love infloences to 
put the best constructions upon the behaviour of others : to hide their 
faults with a veil of charity ; to cast a mantle of kindness over their 
fhilings. Like the painter, who drew thepicttire of Alexander 
with his finger on the scar in his face : so love has a kind finger to 
hide the scars and,Uemishes, and to co\'er the rins <^ ethers. Lovo 
aees no faults. See it exemplified in that most illustrious exemplat 
of charity, Jesus. In his deep and distressing agoiues and conflicts 
In the garden, when one would have thought his dear dUsciples could 
not be so reganHess of his sufferings, so- deaf to his request, As not 
to watciv with him one hour. But, instead of this, they indulged 
themselves with sleep. Here love cbtered this fault. ^The Spirit 
is willing." Love speaks what is right. Love finds an excuae for 
what is wrong, **The Besh is weak." And when the same moat 
Uessed pattern of love hung expiring in the greatest agonies on the 
cross, yet amidst all the taunts and jeers of his enemies and mur« 
derers^ love vented itself with his expiring breath, ^Father, forgive 
them ;" adding this as a veil or covering, ^^for they know not what 
they do." Thus hath Jesus left us an example. He hath given us 
a new commandment, ^^Love one another." May the spirit of love 
keep alive this heavenly temper, and blow up every spark into a 
fervent flame, that all men may know his disciples by this badge of 
charity or love, and be forced to confess, <'See how thetie christians 
love one another." 

Love suffers long with patient ejre, Malice and rag^e, those fires of heI1» 

Nor is provok'd in haste t She quenches with her tongae \ 

She lets the present inj'iy die, ' Hopes aiid believes, aadthiaks no ill-/ 

And long forgets the past. Tho' the eodoret the Wf^g. 
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BECiafSER t4. 371 

Whefefwehe is able to save to t^uttermasty^ alitvho c»ip^ 
unto God by him^ seeing he ever Uveih to make tnletxes- 
sionfor them....Heb. vii. 25. 

When the atroQg bUiBto of t«iBipftfttioii&4biow, t)>e s^ellifig watRcs 
ff corruiptiont lift up ilieir Iicim}ss sataa casts Us Serf dart*: tlie 
Uronders of Simu roar: the law tkreateits wtatb and 4^ructioii; 
cafoal reasoBj^eads: onbeliefpfooounoea hopeless 4k«paU' on tlieias 
liappy lor beltevers to tcdce up the language of faiths esitreased bjr 
the cluLdFea of God of ^^d, ^< We are not painful to answer ia.thU 
inatter: ourGod, whomwe^erve, i^ able t0 4i^liver4is; and he will 
4elivei: ua)"**^Dan. iii. 16^ ,17. AdmiraMe Ukh ahd fortitude! A 
shining example of Old^Testament saints, worthy to he imitated, hj 
New-TestsHQen( dbci^es* Sucsbaipondt'iGt yieldis «ase to the miodf 
and peace to the conscience; while it coi^sses Jetfua the ooly Sa^ 
viour, it gives him the glory due to has name* And, verily, acconi^ 
ing to their faith so it was« They were saved to the uttermost* 
Though cast ixstothe fiery furoace,. tib^. had the presence of Jesus { 
and he delivered them out of it unhurt* 

Who can prescribe bounds to the salvation of .Jesus? He saTe# 
according to his ability* Who can limit that which extends to i\m 
uttermost? Thou comer to God by Jesus* think not sin is too strm^ 
in thee for Jesus to save theeicom* ^ He is almighty to. save to tbs 
Ufttermost.'* Art thou not wilhng thus to be saved? Verily, fiiith 
iMigs lor it, love desires it, tope e^pec^s it* Stagger not tiirough 
nnbelieL Our obfeet of faith is a once crucified. Jesus, and ever* 
livk%, inta*cedii»g msn and Medialoc, ai^ ivho is also the oqua^iotent 
God* Is any thing too har4 &r the Lord? Why thpn sbotUd sjn 
hold thee oite momentunder its power? why should it st all ilistress 
thy nund? J^Tay, it couidnot, but for thy unbelief* 3utis mA the 
ttU^ength of Jesus the most powecfid encouragameiit for poor sinnefs^ 
So come to God oontinuaUy? A throne of gyace is ov^'open* A God 
of love ^'seated cm it* Jesus ever live^. imd always ptays* A salv 
vation to the uttermost perSsction is pipniised, and the infinitely 
fiowerfid Jehorah" able to effect k« C<»ning to God by Jesus, O 
this is a sweet mystery for £uth to feed upon, to be nourished and 
strengthened 1^1 We are confident of access, perfectly sure of accepr 
iSnoe jby Jesus* We are not left to perhsps or peradventure, because 
it is not founded upon ourselves, .upon what we have done or can doi 
but upon Uie.elecnal li&, everlasting love, and unchangeable {Hriest-- 
boodof Jesud* 

Christ over-rules all mortal things* Our sorrows and our tears we pour 

And manages all our affaixs ; Into the bosom of our God r 

On bambie iboiiIs the. King^f klngs^ He hears us in the mournful houTy 

Ikstows bU counsels afid bis car«s. And helps us bear the heavy loa4» 
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MehMy a virgin shUh £QWXive and.l 
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On this prophecy hangs the hopes of fkll^ sinhets.' H^S'^is 
\«ord-fiuiftdU ire were all ^umiied farevfr* 'HonaornfirQi^lflV^ted 
Ui*v .H«U'.etflrttaliniMt Itftve bBftn ow doomo ;.Giod iDttaln)M»!i>onbi«r 
bibe jnitincy or uttfui maA is forever lost* fioit, lO ji^yJUhv^ 'SaAhms^c 
all liaili^ 1 oongratulate you* Thift.^day.io t^is 0i$ri^iim AilSIM* 
This, virgito lwUi<G0Q!Qeiircd4 ThisBoi^ thbIl»maiiadLds.lMirii9iOaA^ 
inottrntttare) Godwitltusj:^ C«d fo9f UH)- we )MioidiB(ii£mii«* ^£^ 
sftfS) -^Iwaasttluft fiNHA'eveilMtingi'vXi^ tbecoreiiaiit ]iieftd«IJB^.' 
peofile)iM*HMy delighta ii«ie>ivitli tbe^acifis of mem'V**Pffne«^.Ytii.r ^a^ 
SI. * Of heliadi sheikiifhow he.disligbtedcarcatais^ilioflF te^restodifinfj 
everinhii^lovdto ns» ,£Cirlie«»9K4»tVi9Uiioii^pNf^fieslk> -^^Voil^ 
be" took nofe ob ^him thoiBatite of ; Ai%eW.! but hits \i9C9din^au>KMJi^'mi 
hnmati fiesh, a man in statnrei hpfmtQ-nwf^tiyicdtiO'jfusf^ 
red«ein»«**«|l6? fittcBangpcisr? ^a. Thdyece^kftx^ierTQiiitichaimi 
of darlaittss* . ^BnlJUtotfe'HSMSicrs 9^^nmtr,4aod'^ us miaerable'apcMi; 
tatev^om' GM^^intiie vHry 'aaflij^ desperated state -iLs 4evilatahti> 
behdld>^' unto'vaa child is. boi»fjtint# «9 «>Mi mt^vm*'^ 3?hat nxef 
wiib &ro filthf by fo]f<th| and poS^tAdhy^. -natwre^imi^tr kawela hoLfi 
birthv and aaatictBfied tnatufeiN liuft. '^ Tii«' gov^rmnefAt ii 4ipoa' 
his shouldetv.'' . Hv ia* our Kiiro, .: He. reigns over us, ;f(or««i^ lalMl' 
in «»• Our «oiik.and;ail attrGoiicer]n>«a^vaafeiQ bkkhajids* < ^^Mk 
name .18 wo«rnBiii>tf4L%" In 'li]««:CQD0eptinDj, .his. yitfa^liisopefStt&V 
Goi^*andiliiaii in.iiw£fanst;.;ai.&ii iife^ihia deaths' his mmveoiim^ 
asceOBieB, tandki!MnMtssktn^.'viFaDdori&d« -iB htaldTe to us^ aadakl^? 
▼atian'iofLusf vvrtodedid* ^f€i:hJHs£UboB&^-^ ffaipovrcrfidlj'jpleada iHaK- 
catlaeikbaArefi hoAiisetlf couBsel8joui'"htectB bsfaoBrftdociBiti't^ihliMir^T 
sft^^we'iind^ bkoflddwYCMtrin luin^ -^^ff Ks^iMKijirv'lOoBi*'^-- ^df^M*' 
could atnte/usu* J6feuS''a9';the; GSedro^iodf tfcataitiuM '^^WaE.^jt^itE$*- 

glMU£4 Thc^iBDitiili^nidetf pkviltsdA <UNlihaiiemr^4aiiid:MichilMi|4ai^ 
Jesus loves JUS*' T]li^PUfNUX'i)erdPxriL^£,v«^«isav ix;'^ r "Ho-itf i^^SV^ 
at peakrft.vwith US4 hits 1mde''po2^'hv^'(»iibtAtGm$ithU^ptu^ 

<09 ye akiBorsof the humati lucttt- i^i^i^vcsilyiis^tlie^^vi^n^^otf^ 
ceived)BUd'farouglM>'f<>i«fa thttf^Baa^. 3tour;hlMiiii'<$4ny«4t^ tM^^^ 

our deliciMw €hri«ffttlisi fare«^ Btiioia>'it, si1^h1^« iyrdj^lMd^^^d^ 
oil it ift syouMniilds/vfeeA oh^k> Sii f Biti^fifttafts.^ 1fb^«)&nd^^^ Mri 
Lovd becc«ihi9U>^ab% Jiyitig^'iiPi^li'^H]89 oil^^ai<$l^d^ 

tree to take ftway ou# uiBd ldld^lAv4».our:^M^i)'« While W^ iMtlt^W 
other hjQpes.^ain) O^his uuhas iUCl^ep a j&yfhl €liS)Z(ftTdfiiUK(aUitii«l 
year round. F^arthis bring* «%lqry to Gotfitf tHeWfehesty.^da^eSn 
«a«h, gpodVill toiS^ards mcnA.;;Lukc i!.' U, ' '" - ■' ' '^'^ 
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We are his workmanships created in Christ Jesus unto gtk>d 
xvorksy which God hath before ordained that tve should 
walk in th€m....Eph, ii. 10. 

U»oK a survey of the works of cresEtion, the psalmist cries out 
'Vrith admimtion, "O L<»d, how madiifbld are thy works, in wisdom 
hast thou. made them alii" Is such a display of wisdom and glory 
Yisible in the objects of time and sense, which perish in the using) 
and are destined to destruction ? O, what inihute riches of wisdom^ 
glory, 'and love, are manifest in the new creation in Christ JeauSi 
which are of a spiritual and eternal nature ! Such is the ceconomy of 
the covenant of grace, the glorious three persons in the ever-adorable 
trinity concur in the salvation of pinners. God the Father elects in 
Christ Jesus to glory, and ordains good works, as the fruits of ever- 
lasting love, fcHT all the heirs of salvation to walk in* Jesus> in whom 
they are chosen, atones for all the guilt of their sins, and frees them 
from adl the condemnation of the faw* And the divine Spirit creates 
their souls anew in righteousness, peace, and holiness* But why 
doth he say, ^^created in Christ Jesus?'' Because we are his mem^ 
bers; one with him, beloved in him, chosen in him, viewed tN 
lum ; loved with the very same love, as Jesus our head is«.*Johii 
xvii* 23. What is wrought in us by the power of God the Spirit, is 
not to glorify us in our own eyes, to make us independent of our 
head, Jesus; but to glorify him, and keep us in close union to, and 
sweet communion with him; that so our good works, our fruits of 
righteousness which are by JeSus Christ, may.abodnd to the glory 
of God. How awful is this delusion, under pretence of exalting 
Jesus to depreciieite the WjOrk of his Spirit in us? How fatal the 
mistake of thinking oiar good urorks are to recommend us to God's 
&vor ? But how does the devil amuse poor dead sinners with notion^ 
of gpod works, and swell them with the pride of their works!; as 
though they were the price of God's fisLvory and the purchase of his 
kingdom. All such works are of the fiesbj they flow from pride and 
unbelief, and are accursed* The seventeenth article of < our church 
speaks of ^' walking astiGiovsLY iagood works." As though there 
are no gopd works, but what spring from the religion of Jesus. 
Christian, what thou art called to in life, that thou art created to in 
thy souL Those duties exhorted ta in the word, thou hast strength 
to perform by the Spirit* Therefore, though sinful ai^d lost, in thy 
firstl creation^ yet thou art saved and righteous by thy new creation 
in Christ Jesus* In him, being one with him, thou mayest siQr 
with Paulf "I have all things and abound*"****Pbil* iv. 18. 

N«t tQ the terrors of the Lord, Bat we are come to Sioo's hi% ^ ' * ' ^ 

Tht terapjKt, fire and smoke, The city of pur God* 

2f ot to the thunder of that word Where milder words declare his wilK ^ 

Which Ood ta Sinai spoke. And spread kis Io«e abroad. 

Vol. L Y y 
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Tlif God of ptace ih^ll braise sakm under ^Or jiik 
. shortly..., RopL xtu 20. 

' It is reiy coittmon for the foTfo^en of the Lamb to reason, but 
Hot riglit, after this maimer; ^<how' can i be a fton of l&^ God off 
peace? how can I be a subject of the prince of peace, s66itig; I atft' 
daily in trar and lightings? If at any thne the sireiftt sound bf fiea^ 
is heat^ in my heart, and tKe comf6rting sense df peti^ is fdt in n^y 
conscience;, ftoon ftoftit reb^Must, itotae^ltilpirsf^on, oMMMieixeiy 
dare of tb6 enefny, makes an attack upon me; hem$e War commenced 
imd peac« is banished*'* Nay but, soul, Jesus i* still thy peaces 
God H tVtef at peace tilth thee* ' Giory in tliia always* Know fbOQ 
into fight the good fight of faith as a soMierof Je6u&. T^y^pf^MfiC 
state ^sepdies thet to enemies. Being bofn agtint>f the Spirit, Hiy 
flesh luBtoth against thee, and thou fet^est iC, art gMtttiing Mdi» it 
tnd stfitfng against it. The strong man,' saian, trho* het^ofwt^ 
kept Ihee In possession^ Wbfcn thou id^as* tft peace Wftti hint, i* now 
eastoUt by Je«u«; thisnefofe he beaic^ge^ »ftd iittachs^ Th« viMiM 
with k^ vaflkies, its chttdfeh witli th«ir imttes aM itmrMi pf>oii«isie» 
%M threAteiiinjgs, animated 4y*«tlM fad of thk #o#td/' <iref a€ #tti- 
with thee; because thou art not ef this woftd, but of the kbg^tri 
of Jesus* 

' That tbf s combindd power ot>pottfS' the«, is tt soriptbrd msstk thAt 
thou an bom of Godi That thou mi iitlraf with vheiii« ia an aH- 
dence, i happy erldei^e^e of theltfifof thy iSou!^ an#of thfll^lHtfii 
kire in Chrlsf Jeaua. Ratheir l^t t^i stMigtllcMi Ihy 66flfldMfige 
than dejecfttby mindw Vfm it aiiiy ^roof tba%i(i»Uft wds ii#t th« iSoi^ 
of <iOd, beckuse tfatan tried td fhad9&)li«t ^«s^6h % 2M teinpte<>' 
Mm to idolairyy ootetoufl$e9«'ai«lHdf-hf«fddl»? • D1#^s^de«#ri»y his 
Ikopd imd paa«r hi his dotf fifid TmSkttl Ko# it^ His t^itiptkfbtisf 
intend thine* Thy OM khG^irk f h«« ^ <^oflffic^ ^^Ith ikti^ If 
is hit goodpleciBUf^ to permit k f(^ ^ t^affdn; Vek^ he knoWa «lM 
fiuni canst not bvu&e satan, tnik^ly Idtfs ^^effet^nte hiifi^ NatuMftiiM 
ftre reddy to ask What is dtiiaf ^tliiiilf ^f satdtfl f W6 «6e nb ne^ ^' it< 
Not it h becatilse ilhiey IK fi»t tusffeSp ill hi«^ af«ii* Btif thos6^ li^h<f 
SM awake, and fl«e ftbift hini, h6 tv«i' ff!^ to dfi^efe^. B«ft, O 
ekfMoAj hei^ Is tliy- €^»fo«tr J#^(js )td« hrimddthe««f|»ettt'tf h^ftd^ 
Thy adsilranlce ^t iimsftf^ivs tlb iffnlghty ][j«#cfr of Jestia, iM 
ftithfcl pfomia^ ol thy tMikk. L<JCli U]^ with cohiMehc^ fik* its sutt* 
as satatv'd hief&d \i bmi«6d, ttt)^ Ctdli^ ^K^ ii it '^^6 lHtlk^#r6e^ H ni 
unat Itith every «nemy thfitts «giutk»e ihe6tf< -Fight #MI^ <dm^ag€!ir 
He will sttdiigthen diee toMtfId AgalfiiM^ ftH Iti6fe, gii^ theepfe^ftNit 
victor||OYer all the powers of dttkness, i^l tlie nMice ctf kdHi A<f 
a vanquished fi»e thou shatt ti^ad satan under fhy feet shcrftly* ^ Ssnr. 
to th^m that axe of a ibarfu] heart, be strong,, fear not : ^b^hol^ y^ 
God will come with vengeance^ ((against the enemy) he will come 
and save you."**.«l8a« suucr* 4* 



Man is an active being. Happiness is his pursuit. '< Who will 
i|hfiw m^ any good^' is bis CQQtinusl ^iquiry. , But to seek it; from 
3iri!O90 objecjUs i^ hia coQsMoit pirfi^tkc. H^ee astMrrf^tf we are ever 
ir|#tle«a i^d uneasy* Thp uf w-boip SQ^I o|ily has foioi^, the centre 
pf true felicity » real goody a«4petmanmt hsppinesst in the hnow^i^ 
ledge and enjoypoent of his Saviourl Here paradise is regained: il 
)ieayen of klm is i^atored to hif soi^f It is the peculiar glory of 
tbegfispelf it ever presents ftp^eiou# object to our mindv even the 
LQfd ^esus, fi!om whom elope we d^rivis peace of conscience) joy of 
heert) and transport of ^opl. Is there,; beiiever* A day m the year» 
an h0urvin.the.day9 w,here^i thpu wonklst pray to be caucused fi'om 
puttiiig on the. Lord V^sms Christ as the perfe«)tio9 of thy natunsif 
and the adi»niAg<gf thy (^ul? Sjy^rdy noU As '^one niade^ aliyfi 
fiMA.the- dea^*' the Hoiy Ghpsft, by the word, stjrs up thy "pure 
mMt hy way of r^i^ei^bimpe*'' Thou art not called to dreani 
9ver dry, heathenish lectures of morality; nor from philosophk 
ndes^ aqqiuve jLhis i^d the 4»ther habit pf virtue; neither art thou 
left t^ licentious Ubc^y, tp Qu^e provisic^ for. the flesh» to fulfil the 
lusts thereof* . But it ^s to be th^ daily e^ejrcise pf thy belieying 
piind to put on the ^rd Jesus Christ as the essence of every virtue; 
jBsKr in tfaU ponsista aU thy present comfort and holiness* Aod by 
this thou wUt become deed to aU the pl^a^ingy inyiting pbjects that 
a^and so thick arpund thee to begM^ thy mindy apd dntw thine 

hewt.fvom its best.^lefHi* 

. The miser calls his, gold bis. pn^ it is his gp4* Heflyce he^i^err 
^aaefr^ hisaffectipns upon it* a^^ 4eriivef all his happiq^s from it^ 
TTh&msaipf pleasure is in ppntipu^ searph^fi|Kr the enjoyment of 
new ilelightA irpv^ the g^F surrpu^ing objecta of a perishing wprlde 
}nfini|ely. greater ble^wgs are christians called to. O, heUevert 
JiMis is>thineii Ii^ the.^jLfrrcise of thy m^^ ^k^ affeetjpna of 
Oiy.ispnli put fA thy. X^pni Poniipi^Uy as thy .ngbtep\^sne8s, thy 
etrcpgt^ thy riph^s, thy plew'iJtej ^hy honery tfry glory, thy alu 
Qppoae Christ to aU the pjeasures pf the worM> to ail the dejigbta 
^ ^me, a^d every scepe of vanMx* Fut oi| Christ in thy pput 
aeiwee; t^re plee4 the stpn^ment of bi^ preeipus blood ag^st tbe. 
guilt oC sin> tl^ per&At^a pf bis righteptm^sS' to every demand of 
Ihe laiTf ^ prev^eapy. of his j^^^ppesaipp against all H\y fears, the 

fi^^ess fpd folness pf hia pjroj»i»es «g«inst ail thy dp^h^ BoMly 
lijitbsM^ every accusation from satan wi^b, "Cbfist ha^ died, ye^ 
lather ie ri*ep s^&m-r wd ever live* to make intef cea?i.on for u« r. 

*> Whp fe h» **tv PPWJeWRI^tJj- ''••*»Ro»* viii- 24-. 

Stran^ly, my soul, art thou atray'd In sweetest harmony of praise 
By the (peat sacred three ! iiat all thypswen.asve«w 
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r 

The end <^€M things is at hand: beye tker^0r& spkdt^- ^tkd 

watch unto prayer^.. A Pet. \v. 1. . . - ,v 

YE^TxaoAT w« wetc born* To^lay we live. To-moffow We 
4m» Tb^tDm uM of hiiiDfa»'li& is justly calculated bf Uie beoiy* 
beaded patrkrohi Jacob, ^Fe# and evil have tbe dajra^ (be fears 
of' my life been.''**.*fieii. xlnu 9. A tmlh this tbat - lies ^ levd vith |^ 

j^be^osaason obserration and judgiaent of afi me»$ but is a^itfitted 

• into the vegenetate heart and^conscience only wUh tbat importance it 
^ 4^(iandft» so as suitably to affect the nind and inflttence the cdn- 

du<^. Hence, the-absokite necessity of c^Yine faith ; tbeeentimml 
' Ikeed of tbe beHetoig soul exercising bis meditations upon Ihe 
' sure and certain ap{>roaching diasobitlbn of all things. So be leamB 
lOrdie daily to tbe petisfaing objects of tanaeand sense; and to liref 
fike himselfy aa an imuMrtal inhdntant of a city that' batlb founda- 
^ ; timAi whose builder and maker ia God. To HTeand^foan upon^Our 
. , Iseloved Je^us as the stay* of one's soul sihd the strength :of'ODe's 
( . bp|ie{ Ibia is true hafipiness* While all: things below perisbin^the 
.WM^giinviaible- realities ripen in proepect,- and most' pMHveriully 

• > ^oagage our affiedions ; because they are dun^le and etemah. Hence, 

Ityeaoulis excited to watchfulness) that he may atandi.^to pnlj^er, 
. tbat he may be kep(^.««and to sobriety, tbat be may persevere^ O, 

believer^ thou canst not but count drunkenness and whoredom great 
: sins; but know also, tbe cares, riches, pleasures, and honors of 

tbia world,- m really intoxicate tbe mind and cause'the heart td be 
4 guilty of spirituAl vadultei^ against thy loving, lawful bri^greoin^ 

Jesus, as outward^ grosaoins do the tiody. Whatneed^ what daily 

need hast thou to watch constantly, to be sober contimudiy, and to 
^. pray always? Pride ia contrary to sobriety of judgment of tbyieif* 

Lust and intemperance are inconsistent with the abondneBS of thy 
. faith, the stability of: thy- hope, andtiieexene&seof'tby love.. These 

iW everatrhand to^bedet tbee. Sky, therefere^ wben canst thou 

4ifpanse,with a^watcbful frame of spirit^ when intermit in*t^ta:yer 
; ,tg, loid dependence. QD thy Godi O, the wreeJt exerdfce of wstfcbing 
. u^tQ prayer, for divine power: ia prayer^ for sweet- enlargemenits : 
V after grayer, for a comfortable answer from our -Lord 1 £^per may 
.1 . IU9 jiiift reiectkm be <ia tbf mind, ^wben tempted or inclined Hn^ cast 
' . iti?tty lot with the «aaiial, «iil^ indulge thyself' if) attekidkig- the 
r bewilnbing scenes of ain, folly and vanitys amlnowae^gUlte^ne . 

• ^vbo kiiowB the end of all things is at band<? do I behave aa'Oiae in 
I Jiiatigbtmmd? am. I matching UBU> prayer? oanI4eftire,^pcarfor, 

. and?e3(pect the.senae of Jesus^ Jove and )>ffesence lo be Ivi^ >me? 
Remember thy calling; it is to love and live upon an uQj^mi Jesus^ 
and to act as daily expecting to "receive the, end of th)j faith, the 
saltation ctf;.tby soul,*/..,. 1 Pet. i. 9. * , ^ . , ^ ' 
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ikiN^Pk^ he fo God who ghetk m the victory thrmigh our 
' I^rd Jesus Christ... A Cor. xv, 57. 

Death,* though conqwered by XesUs ; thongfh dfsapmed of its 

• stnm^lv and attng bf our victorious Lord, to thst i% canftot destf6y, 
t ^ftay,^nct wound or hurt the soul of any one of his de&f meMSers; 

y«t it ia still an enemy, afornaidable, disagreeable enemy to nature* 
When ve are left to our natural conceptions, death appears €6 us: with 

• the grim visage of ** the king of terrors." We cannot get rid of our 
fears', nor aro we able to make him put on a more amiable aspect* 
Btttirhenin the simplidty of little children, we go tootit* hekvebly 

'■ Father^ and tell him how we are affrighted and terrified at the thofkght 
and approach of that dreadful enemy^ he drives away our fears and 

' terrors^ and relieves our mttids; But how does o^r afifectionate'Fa* 
Iher^fibct thir? by telUngua we are perfect and sinless, and th^e- 
fbre we bare overcome death, we shall never die, we have nothing 
^'fear, death- cannot hurt us ? No ; though we are sinners in «fur<« 
Selves, and asauch must die f though we are without strength" to 
grapple with and subdue this jpowerfifl enemy, and though our bodies 
mutt fall vitrtims to his atroke, yet^ ^^pralsethe Lord, O my soul, pirstise 
htm all his'saams,'* he givetb us the victory; he ptits songs of triumph 
hito our mouths, our hearts; not for wtmt we have done, but our 
Father refers us to the glorious atchievements of our elder brot^er^ 
jfestis;' he hath obtained a perfect conquest for all the children- of 
his Father'^ famiiy ;'and victory is not only proclaimed but given. 

» lesos'is the unspeaiuftrie giiit of the Father's knre \ victmy over death 

. ta given through Jesus ; faith to beHtve it in the hteait, and triumph 
ofTer it in the consel^ice, is his free gift also^ Thus th« Spirit testi- 

' fi€8t>f,- and glorifies Jesus; thus his members rejoice in the truthf 
and ftrceomforted by the troth* 

Death-Was brought into tfaeworldby the fiither of liesy he is^van* 
quhdiedand destroyed by Jesus, who hi ^essentially t^c rsftr^H* 
^The soul that sinneth shall ^^' Dicf mant or JiisdeenAist* 
The tnaoi Jesus, the ttnner's surety, fell a sacrifice to this truth ; 
hence tnttik is fulfiltedin his death, justice is satisfied, death is dis* 
armed'of its stingy which is sin* Jesus hath ^ put away sin^ by the 
saerifiee of himself/'*— Heb* ix* 96* ^ And the strength ofsin, which 
is the law^ Jesus hath perfectly fblMed hi his fifb for us*'* He hath 
fnily answered all its demands, and' by him all its accusslkms are 
sHeneed.' Precious Christi Happy believer 1 What hartt can the 
most fierce, poisonous monster tdo thee Hrhen it hath lost itsstfaigt and 
is without any strength \ Most precious truth ! ^ Death is yottPp*^'**** 
I Corw iii. 22#^ 

~^ . !^ow to th^ God of victory Who makes ns conqu'rors while we dis^ 

Immortal thaaks be paid ; ' Thro' Christ oar tivhig head. 
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TJien shall the king sfty ur4o them on his right hmid^ Ccme^ 
ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared/or 
yon^from the foundation of the world.... Matt. xxv. 34. 

This is a joyful word to our hearts now, ^' Come, let us reawi 
together, saith the Lord ; though your sins be as scarlet, they shall 
be as white as snow : though they be red like criiuson, they shall be a» 
wooL"«*«*Isa* i. 1 8* This is another precious wprd from Jesus to our 
souls, ^CoME unto me all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I 
will gire you rest." O, but this last comk, from the lips of our 
KING, will be the most joyful crowning wprd of all ! The best wine is 
reserved for the last* Every soul who hath t$is(ed of the first on eai^i 
shall assuredly drink his fill at thje ibuntaia-headf in a blissful, never^ 
ending eternity of glory* **Ye blessed of jjny Father;" beloveci 
from eternity, and blessed to eternity. Chosen in me, blessed in 
me with all spiritual blessings, I was given to, } sought you, and 
gathered you to myself in time \ now come live ai^d reign with me 
^r pver in my kingdom* O, is pot the thoughts of this enough ta^ 
^nake one wish to break through the walls of our prison, the body I 
Praise, O soul! Call together all thy fapultieisi Ratber» O divine - 
Spirit, realize the view, bri^g near the solemHy joyful day to our 
minds 1 Give us even qow to dwell qd it with rapture of affectionii. 
fuid i^dor of love« 

<^ Inherit the kingdom prepared ibr you ;*' not bought by your good 
iVor)LS, not purchased by your wdlrdoings, not obt^i^ed by you^ &ith«» - 
fulness, but the free-gift of. my F^tfier's love andgDodpleasaret. 
lichly prepared by hji;i ^ee*grace 9nd bounty, purposely reatervi^ for 
you* Come ye; all of ye* Not one of ipy little fifKk sh^ b^ 
voting; there is a mansioq fi[>];e«u;hof you.ere yo^ had a being, w 
time commenced; the kingdom was establishedy the heirs chi^^ei^ t 
places prepared* I visited yx>M on earth, so that you loved mie 
though you saw ly^e not: ) invijiiibly work^4 upon your hearts, dnd 
drew them out ip^ love tp myself, , my caAise? fOid my brethren,, ao yoa 
approved ypurselves my disc^pl^ by following my example* Cojnf ^ 
ye, enter, possess, and enjoy ipvh^ ypu were bom SpXf bom ^ff^■ 
|o be meet for* O, methinks it stril^e^ one's heart with beavenlf; - 
joy, to conceive of the loud hosanpsui and shoutings, (O that we mdy> . 
(^atoh the heavenly Qamel) ^ Salvation to our God, who sitteth.upff^ 
the thrcxie a^d unto the JL^mb, i|nto him th^t Ipved us and wa^V^ , 
BS from pur ains in bis own blopd and hath made us kings and priests^ 
unto God and his Father; ta bim ^ glpry.and dominion for ^ver 
imd.eyer* Anaen.'*.*..Rey. ^. 5, 6. 

Now to the Lord that makes utknow Be humble honors psid below, 
Tbewo9d$r;»Qfluf djip^ioye^ . And strains of J^ofal^rprai^se alcove* 
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^ ADIJITIOMAL AlEDlTATlONFiDR LEAP-TEAR- 
One hem oiil qfdiic time. ..A Cor. xv. 8, 

God's children itant fto other, they can h*vc no better proof of 
tfieTif^, ^ath, i^estiri^action, ascension, and intercession of their 
Jt^vs than what the script wes aflferd: thny say with their masterf 
•^'thy word is Cmth.**-.*.Jofett JCvli. 1#. *Phey wish to have no otheif 
ideas of God, of Chnst, v[ni df th6ifiselvesftban what the scriptures 
ftripress on their minds. They fiM fbilly satisfied '6f their hope of 
aaltatiori by JeiuS onlY. This id the reasoning of iheir faith: "if 
we fedetVe the witness of fhert^ <he witness of God is greater.*'...- 
t John t. 9. God has b6f1te ^vithess to his Son Jesus in every type, 
ceremony, atid prt)phesy of * the Old-T^st^ment: and by such signsf 
fntracles, and even by his vtlice from heaven in the New, as aro 
ihcontestible. And beside all- these, the Spirit of God bears th« 
iiiVrard testimony of faith, that our Jesus is risen. For we find o\tt 
heaYt* Eittracted to him, our afrefettons set on him, and we enjoy 
^weet fdlGwship with him. This is 6f distinguishing grace, " Ond 
ihall be taken and another 16ft." *' This is fii<J from the wise and 
f>riident, artfd fevealed uiito babes.^* What shall wc say to thisr 
** Even so Father, for so it s^med good in thy sight." Such hum* 
bic fterttiments are hi al! who have the thiftd of Christ, So Paul, 
Irhen he sa^ himself a tniraek^ 6( gi*aee, accounted himi$elf an 
ab6rlk>n in liature ; as mean, as e6ht,em{>tib!e as a child bom bf 
miscarriage, before its due tihiearid propei^ growth} " the least of 
W flpeistfes f*' yea, as tikough he iiraAted words fully to exfjress the 
ojwhion he had of iHlrift^etf, ^ot bttiy a sinneif, but tas cHiBr of 
AlNKrits. Ndt 6niy the lea^tj bdf «1ne who am Ltsis thaft the 
least rf all sabts."i...fepti. iif. B. Paul had how dohe with his 
Jiotiohjf bf fulfifling tei^s and cdhditiofts to obtain God's favor, and 
entitle himself to iafvatiort. 6, how^<JhHst \5»ai revealed ih him! 
He saw Ms glory full 6f grade dhd t^iith. this Stained all his formef 
t>ride, laid his honor !iti the diist, iifid it6^t hik ^6uth to self-righteoud 
confidence anid human gloryhig: Stt'afige pfd^f^tdsltei Paul pos- 
*eis«ed to qualify hiiti for «h^ gfrfttf* 6f God! Yet ho one siniief by 
^atui^ Can boast of any b^ttef. Biit the same Lord who Wrbught 
eflfettijaHy ill Peter, t*^as< rftightf hi Paul, aiid he also converts every 
retf^eitied soul to Je#us. Let us ftiftt ehvy others their lofty thoughts 
#f thenvselves, ftor raurintii* agiifkst bui* Saviour for keeping us lew 
^dhuiftble. ' 

Bat if l^atii had, if all the dilldteh df Ood hiv6 such hieah con- 
temptible thoughts of themselves, afe Sd little and base in their own 
eyes, will not $a(an attack akkd aim to diatreatf them? Doubtless he 
miL For Whtre h^ caitftot deliide shUietv into a notion that they 
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are righteous and PiiaFEGT in themselTes, he minis to dhtms them 

for want of pbkfection* In the day of health 9 in the tinie of 

sickness^ and perhaps, most powerfully in the hour of death, satan 

will inject into the mind these fiery darts: ^'you a child of God, 

you a member of Jesus, who nerer loved God perfectly, served hhn 

faithfully, npr obeyed him sincerely ! In all things you have sinned* 

His law curses you ; his justice is incensed against you ; his w|*ath is 

ready to fall on you. Your faith is fieuicy ; your hope delusion ; hell will 

be your portion/* O, what can any poor sinner say to all this ?' What 

can he do against all this ? Say ! Glorify his Lord, by confessing, Lord 

I am damned, but thou hast died ; but for thy salvation, my state is aa 

desperate as devils* What can he do? Honor bis Lord, by obeying 

his word, ^'put on the whole armour of God, that ye may stand in this 

evil day, and above all (or rather upon all other parts of it) take the 

shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts 

elf the wicked 0KE*!'*.*.Eph* vi* 11,16* Fiery dares! Yes, being dipt in 

the wrath and terrors of a broken law^ they wound, inflame, and 

bring the fire of hell into the conscience* What is this shield of 

faith f The belief that Jesus is to us sinners a Saviour; that his 

blood hasper&ctly atoned for our sins; his righteousness has fully 

justified our persons ; and that there is no condemnation to us* 

Thus shall these fiery darts of satan be quenched, and our con* 

science healed; this and nothing but this, can effect it* Mind this 

precious word, '^yc shall be ab^jr*" The ability of our faith is no- 

thing less than the almighty power of Jesus our God* This is en-» 

gaged fi>r us* By this we shall stand against every assault of satan; 

and ail shall issue in present peace of conscience, and eternal sai« 

Tationof soul* This is the glory of a christian, to resist satan in 

the faith of what Jesus is to him and hath done for him* We are 

sure to overcome him by the blood of the Lamb, but in- no other- 

way* '^Shortly, our God of peace shall forever bruise satan under 

our feet." We '^ shall return and come to Zion with songs (of free 

grace) and everlasting joy shall be on pUr heads, and sorrow and 

sighing shall flee away** -•••*Isa* xxxv* 10* 

Now, christian reader, I comniend thee to God and to the word 
of his grace> wishing thee aweet cpmfort in perusing these Daily. 
Meditations* If cur Loi*d give thee only as much in readLng as I 
have found in writing them, thou wilt have great cause for love 
and'praise* Accept them as the labour of one *^ who is no prophet^ 
nor the son of a prophet ;" but who can, from his heart, say with 
Gideon, ^*my family is poof, and I am th# least in my Father's 
house**'**** Judges vi* 15* Yet having been taught some%vhatof the 
glory of Jesus from the word of truih, by the grace of the Spirit, 
I would rejoice to spread the glory of .my Lord's pt^cipus nanu^ 






FEBRflART 2$4. sat: 

aspd tB€<l3Mi1brf« of hit eiNvlttstini^f fihiriiedisalTaftion^ amolig.nif 
feHoW'sinnera: te^tiTfiti^^ ij^ft fOI my liopr of«eCcnaai life is fixedi 
u^h the Sbti of' God^ who woa crue^^d o^'-meuni Cmlvary ; there«- 
fore^robld ^ory ki being a saved vliuMtr^r tteoroMi of Jbsiuii and in 

-'pmy be b God ih tH^ highest* ' Grace be with aQ. them whoi 
love* biir Lotd Jesus Christ in sincerity. Atneti. v . .. < 
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